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PREFACE 



The following pages will be found of an unusual 
character in modem history. The Editors have 
avoided all extraneous matter^ and contented them- 
selves with giving a fair outline of the chief facts 
and occmtences of the last seventy years. The 
gradual and systematic increase of our present 
overgroum national debt may here be traced with 
little trouble to the inquirer. If critics should carp 
at the inelegance or incorrectness of the language 
in which these truths are conveyed^ such persons 
are informed that the work has not been written 
by professional book-makers. The ^^ plain, unvar- 
nished" recital of fa^ts has been the aim of the 
present Editors, with which facts their long con- 
nexion with the courts of Queen Charlotte and 
George the Fourth have made them thoroughly 
acquainted. 



IV PREFACE. 

There axe hirelings and murderers in the world, 
wallowing in their ill-gotten wealth, and strutting 
with their basely-acquired titles, who may be de- 
sirous of suppressing these (to them) imwelcome 
truths. Any such attempt, however, would prove 
useless, as the Editors are neither to be bought 
nor intimidated! They challenge stick minions to the 
combat, and defy them to refute these narrations. 

The whole history of England does not present 
two reigns of equal enormity to those of Queen 
Charlotte and her equally infamous son, George 
the Fourth. Baseness of every kind was practised^ 
and murder became an every-day occurrence. De- 
ception and villainy were esteemed virtues, while 
incest and adultery proved passports to Court favour 
and promotion. Yet those two reigns have fre- 
quently been said to be glorious; if so, . the glory 
most certainly emanated from the people, and not 
from the rulers; for a baser or more servile crew 
never disgraced the British Cabinet ! The principal 
enormities committed during the last two reigns 
are here feithfiilly recorded. The Editors say 
principal, because if all of them had been noticed 
and fiilly set forth, the work must have been . con- 
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siderably extended. Amongst many other crimes^ 
the following are fully explained : 

The BIGAMY of George the Third. 

The unaccountftile and sudden death of George the 
Third's eldest brother; Queen Charlotte's hatred 
to that brother, and the present existence of his 
persecuted son. 

The imconstitiitional power Queen Charlotte exer- 
cised, through the agency of that traitor to his 
country, —William Pitt. 

The immense increase of the Civil List during the 
last two reigns. 

The disgraceful conduct of the Prince of Wales and 
the Duke of York, in borrowing money upon 
Bonds, with the MURDERS of the holders of 
those Bonds. 



Sellis V. Cumberland. 



The Manchester Butchery! 



VI PREFACE. 

Queen Charlotte*s unnatural conduct to the Princess 
of Wales and her daughter, the Princess 
Charlotte. 

The infamous and cold-blooded MURDERS of the 
Princess Charlotte, and of Caroline, Queen of 
England / 

During the commission of ^these outrages upon 
Law, Justice, and Humanity, the government ruled 
the oppressed millions with an iron sceptre. The 
afiFections of the people were disregarded ; the inno- 
cent were injured with impimity; while the guilty 
were not only allowed to go free, but actually taken 
into the highest favour, and loaded mth wealth and 
honours. TRUTH, however, has ntm commenced 
her reign, and the complicated grievances of the 
people are exposed in the broad light of day. May 
JUSTICE also assert her soothing power, and teach 
lessons of morality and virtue to mankind ! 

Let not the reader suppose that the crimes which 
polluted the last two reigns have been given to 
gratify an acrimonious and vindictive spirit. Seve- 
rity is sometimes necessary, or the design of justice 
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might be perverted. It had, indeed, been more 
gratefiil to the feelings of the Editors could they 
have been less severe, and, instead of censure, 
awarded fame to England's late rulers; but they 
considered it incompatible with their sacred duty 
to bestow praises upon imbecility and treachery, or 
to gloss over crimes of the most revolting character, 
in which those rulers performed a prominent part. 
Honest historians spurn all servile adulation, and 
are never actuated by considerations of a personal 
nature. Their weapons are. Impartiality and Truth; 
and their SOLE AIM, their Country's benefit, hap- 
piness, and glory! 
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of Mecklenburgh Strelitz." Every needful letter or 
paper for the negotiation was prepared for the king's 
signature, which, in due course, each received ; and 
thus was this ill-fated prince doomed to imbecility, 
desperation, and madness ! 

What thinking mind can reflect upon his hard fate 
without experiencing a pang, and feehng regret for 
his early sorrows. We will here premise, that with 
his quiet habits, and if united to a suitable partner, 
his people might now have been great in goodness, 
and the poor might have been happy and contented. 
Example is every thing in a state : if the prince be a 
defaulter, so will be the peasant. Hence we infer 
that the one should be amenable equally the same as 
the other. If cur readers object to this, they must 
perceive they make the balance of power unequal, 
and henceforth there must be a dread of collision 
shortly ; or if not speedily, the fiirther off the heavier 
will be the blow. 

On the 18th of September, 1761, the king was 
obliged to subscribe to the formal ceremony of a mar- 
riage with the before-named princess at the palace of 
St. James. His Majesty's brother Edward, who 
was present at the marriage of the quakeress, was 
now also present, and did certainly use his every 
endeavour to support the king through this *' trying 
ordeal," not only by first meeting the princess on her 
entrance through the gateway in the garden, but also 
at the altar. 

In the mean time, the Earl of Abercorn informed 
the princess of the previous marriage of the king. 
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and of the then existence of the lady so married ; 
and Lord Harcourt advised the princess to inform 
herself of the policy of the kingdoms, as by that 
measure she might prevent much future disturbance, 
and her issue might uninterruptedly possess the 
throne. 

Presuming that this German princess had hitherto 
been an open and ingenuous character, (which are 
certainly traits very rarely found in the mind of a 
German of her grade) such expositions, intimations, 
and dark mysteries, were ill calculated to nourish 
them, or even to permit their further existence. 

To the Public eye, the newly-married pair were 
contented with each other ; alas ! it was because each 
feared an exposure to the nation. 

The king reproached himself that he had not fear- 
lessly avowed the only wife of his affections ; the 
queen, because she feared an explanation that the 
king was guilty of bigamy, and thereby her claim, as 
also of her progeny, (if she should have any) would 
be known to be illegitimate. It appears as if the 
result of this moment formed a basis for the after 
misery of millions, and added to that number millions 
then unborn. This secret marriage was a pivot on 
which the destiny of kingdoms was to turn. And so 
it, indeed, proved. 

At this period of increased anxiety to the king. 
Miss Lightfoot was disposed of during a temporary 
absence of his brother Edward, and from that time 
not any satisfactory tidings have reached those most 
interested in her welfare. One thing only transpired. 
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which was^ that a young gentleman^ named '' Axford," 
was offered a large amount, to be paid upon the con- 
summation of his marriage with Miss Lightfoot^ which 
o£fer he accepted. 

Every one in the queen's confidence was expected 
by her to be ready to make any personal sacrifice of 
feeling at any time she required such service ; and, 
consequently, new emoluments, honors, and posts of 
dignity, were continually needfiil for the preservation 
of these unnatural friendships. From this period^ new 
creations of peers were enrolled ; and as it became 
necessary to add to the number of the ** privy 
cabal," so was the nation as freely called tipon, by 
increased taxation and oppressive burdens of various 
kinds, to supply means to furnish the overgrown 
wealthy tenth further gorgeous superfluities. 

We dwell upon this period, because we wish our 
countrjrmen to see the origin of their present miseries. 

The coronation passed over in the same month 
without any remarkable feature, save that of an addi-^ 
tional expense to the nation. The queen generally 
appeared at ease ; she also took occasion to slight all 
persons fi:om whom she feared any state explanation 
inimical to her wishes, at all possible opportunities, 
thereby presimiing to prevent their firequent appear* 
ance at Court, and cause their banishment fix)m 
the council-chamber. 

The king was greatly distressed to ascertain the 
fete of his much-beloved and /6g-a%-married wife, 
the quakeress, and he entrusted Lord Chatham to 



J 
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go in disguise and endeavour to ttace her abode ; but 
the search was fruitless^ and again the king was 
almost distracted. 

In August, 

1762, 

the birth of a prince was announced^ and a lavish 
expenditure wai^ again called for from the nation. 

In August, the ensuing year, 

1763, 

the birth of another prince was annoimced ; and, until 
this year, it was confidently believed, by most classes 
of persons, that the queen never had interfered with 
political affairs ; when it will be remonbered, about 
this time, the dispute took place with John Wilkes, 
and from which period it was openly allowed that 
her Majesty was a politician. 

The year 

1764 

was one of public anxiety and great disquietude. 
(The king was much indisposed, and his reason was 
also affected. The nation in general supposed this 
to have arisen from his anxiety upon the fearfid as- 
pect presented by the apparent storm then antiof 
in North America. 
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Little indeed did the anxious multitudes imagine 
the cause ; little did the private gentleman^ the indus- 
trious tradesman^ the worthy mechanic^ or the la- 
bourer, think that their sovereign was living in 
splendid misery, bereft of the dearest object of his 
soHcitude ! Had they known the cause of his sorrows, 
they would speedily have been remedied. 

Nature had not formed George the Third for a 
king ; she had not been profuse either in elegance 
or capacity to him ; but he seemed fitted to shine in 
a domestic circle, where his afiections were centred, 
and in that sphere only. But, with all hereditary mo- 
narchies, an incompetent person has the same claim as a 
man adorned with every requisite and desirable ability. 

Diuing this illness, the king imagined his end was 
fast approaching, and therefore would not be satis- 
fied untQ some provisional act was introduced to con- 
stitute a regency. This was passed; but the king 
recovering, it was never put in force. 

The year 

1765 

commenced with distractions abroad and distress at 
home. Early in this year, the queen was pressingly 
anxious that her marriage with the king should again 
be solemnized ; and, as the queen was then pregnant, 
his Majesty readily acquiesced in her wishes; and 
Dr. Wilmot, by his Majesty's appointment, performed 
the ceremony at their palace at Kew. The king's 
brother, Edward, was present upon this occasion 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 9 

also, as he had been on the two former ones. Under 
the peculiar distractions of this year, the mind of the 
sovereign was again disturbed; and though for a 
period of short duration, that blank of intellect was 
of essential injury to the people generally, because 
the queen supphed her own requfa-ements and 
opinions in unison with her trusty-bought clan, who 
made it apparent that these suggestions were offered 
by the king, and were his settled opinions, upon the 
most deUberate investigation of all matters and things 
connected therewith. During these lapses of memory, 
the king was most passionate in his requests, that the 
wife of his choice should be brought to him. The 
queen, judging her influence might be of much con- 
sequence, and quell the perturbation of his soul, was, 
agreeably to her own request, admitted to the solitary 
apartment of the king. It is true he recognised her, 
but it was followed by extreme expressions of disap- 
pointment and disgust! The queen was too weU 
acquainted with all subjects connected with his 
Majesty's unfortunate passion and marriage, that she 
thought it prudent to stifle all expression of anger or 
sorrow, and, as soon as decency permitted, left the 
place, resolving thenceforth to manage the helm. 



i^ • 



On December 1st, 

1766, 

his Majesty's sister, Matilda, was married to the King 
of Denmark, and the Duke of York was proxy on 
the occasion. Soon afl;erwards, his Royal Highness 
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took leave of his brother^ and set out upon a pro- 
jected tour through Germany^ &c. The queen was 
most happy to say '* Adieu," and for the first time felt 
something like ease upon his account. 

In the year 

1767 

this noble-minded and generous prince was allied to a 
descendant of the Stuarts, an amiable and conciliating 
lady, not only willing but anxious to waive the splen- 
dour of royal parade, and desirous also to evade the 
flattering falsehoods of a Court. 

In the August of this year, the duke lived very 
retired in a chateau near Monaco, in Italy, blessed 
and happy in the society of his wife. She was then 
advancing in pregnancy, and his care of, and solici- 
tude for, her was sufficient to have deeply interested 
a heart less susceptible than her own. Their mar- 
riage was kept from public declaration, but we shall 
refer to the proofs hereafter. In the ensuing months 
it was^ announced that (17th September) the duke 
'' died of a malignant fever," and the news was 
immediately communicated to the King of England. 
The body was (said to be) embalmed (?) and was 
then put on board his Majesty's ship Montreal to be 
brought to England, and after being received there 
" was interred on the evening of November 3d, in 
the royal vault in King Henry the Seventh's chapeL" 

The fate of the Duke^s unfortunate and inconsolable 
widom, and that of the truant to whom she expected soon 
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to give birth, must be reserved for its appropriate place 
in this history. We now only add^ we shall '^ exte- 
nuate not, nor set down aught m malice." 

The king experienced a fluctuating state of health, 
sometimes improving, again retrograding, up to the 
year 

1768. 

In his speech in November, this year, he announced 
that much disturbance had been exhibited in some of 
the colonies, and a disposition had been manifested 
to throw aside their dependance upon Great Britain. 
At this period, the heart sickens at the relation we 
must give upon the punishments inflicted upon many 
private soldiers in the Guards. They were allowed 
each four-pence per day. If they deserted a^d were 
re-taken, the sentence was, that the poor delin- 
quent must suffer the dreadful infliction of five hun- 
dred lashes ! The victims thus flagellated very seldom 
escaped with life ! In the navy, also, the slightest 
offence or neglect was punished with inexpressible 
tortures ! This is very naturally accounted for by the 
fSeict, that officers in the army and captains in the navy 
either bought their situations or received them as a 
compensation for some secret service performed for, 
or by the request of, the queen and the ministry. 
We will do justice to the character of George the Third, 
and acquit him from anjr, or all, intentional tyranny. 
This monarch would have rqoiced to stretch his pro- 
tection, like the shadow of a rock, over his people. 
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and his heart would have overflowed with delightfiil 
sensations, if he could have been assured that every 
subject reposed imder it in peace and security. Many 
tunes has he advocated the cause of the poor and 
industrious of the reahn, and as frequently have his 
ministers defeated his most sanguine wishes, until he 
found himself a mere cypher in the opinion of the 
political arithmetician. His Majesty wished that the 
laboiuing classes should be no longer in wretchedness, 
and suffering imder the deprivation of every comfort, 
but desired that each subject should have the reward 
due for his labour ; and in proportion to their diUgence, 
so also should be their respective benefit He desired 
to derive his power from the love of his people, and 
wished every individtml to have a voice in the ex- 
penditure of those means which their industry had 
furnishedy well knowing that a king, while in prospe- 
rity, does not find any one bold enough to tell him 
the whole truth ; and when in adversity, is equally 
destitute of a friend to defend him from ah enemy, or 
kind enough to excuse his faults. 

Mankind, to be known, must be studied. This mo- 
narch's simplicity of style and unaffected respect for 
the people would have induced him to have despised 
the gorgeous pageantry of state ; he would have been 
happy to have been in truth, " the real &ther of his 
subjects." He well knew that the public good ought 
to be the sole aim and end of all governments, and 
that, for this purpose, a priilce is invested with regal 
authority, not to gratify his own lusts and inordinate 
wishes, or to live as if only for himself, but, as a good 
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sovereign, to live for his .people, and, if need require, 
to sacrifice his own ease and pleasure for their good, 
being well aware that unless so occupied for their 
general benefit, he will float in the stream of feW, 
like a ship in the ocean without a pilot, — ^the 
stars unmarked, and the shores unknown. So 
situated, must he not expect to be shipwrecked? 
Such sentiments only increased his regrets, as the 
key of his bosom and state was in the possession of 
crafty and designing persons, to whose opinions and 
determinations he had become a dave! It must, 
however, be confessed, that if he had possessed suffi- 
cient nerve and fimnness to have rejected these cha- 
racters,'the nation would have been, to a man, willing 
to protect and defend him, but once subdued, he was 
subdued for ever ! Our readers will excuse us if we 
digress for a moment to give our opinions upon 

HEREDITARY SUCCESSIONS AND UNCIVILIZED EDICTS. A 

man may be bom a prince, and yet he may not pos- 
sess those quaUfications requisite for the proper dis- 
charge of the office. 

From the birth, a prince is the subject of flattery, 
he is even caressed for his vicious propensities ; nay, 
his flattering minions never appear before him without 
a mask, and every artifice that cunning can suggest is 
practised to deceive him ! He is not allowed to mix 
in general society ; he, therefore, is ignorant of the 
wants and wishes of the people over whom he is to 
reign. His counsellors obtain his signatiu-e when 
they desire it, and as his extravagance increases, so 
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must sums of money^ in some way or other^ be ex-- 
torted from the subject. 

Thus^ to suit the ambitious designs of a ministry, 
WARS are the result, and the blood and money of the 
poor are again called for to funiish means for their 
own destruction. Whereas, had the prince been 
associated in the councils of the intelligent and re- 
spectable classes of society, he might haoe warded off 
the evil, and instead of the shriU blast of the clarion 
of war^ peace might have shed her gentle influence 
over the land. Another barbarous custom is, the 
injunction imposed upon royal succession, that they 
shall not marry under similar degree or descent. We 
would ask^ is not this a violation of the most vital 
interests and solemn engagements to which the nation 
have subscribed ? Quality of blood ought only to be 
recognised by corresponding nobility of sentiments, 
principles^ and actions. He that is debarred from 
possessmg the object of his virtuous regard has to 
fear that a pit is prepared for him^ and it may 
very rationally be expected, that, if that enact- 
ment of barbarous custom be much longer adhered 
to, he will sink into the abyss of sensuality and in- 
famy. As a great nation, we ought not to incur 
danger unnecessarily, our resources ought to be mo- 
derately expended, and if the pomp of royal mar- 
riages, and the expenses of immense grants in conse- 
quence of those marriages, were rescinded, virtue and 
happiness would doubtless be the better cultivated. 
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He who would acquire fame at the expense of hu« 
manity is a monster, and not a man ! 

The years 

1769 and 1770 

were of much poUtical interest The queen was 
under the necessity of retiring a little from the appar 
rent part she had taken in the aflbirs of state ; never- 
theless, she was equally active, but, from poUcy, did 
not appear so. Another plan to deceive the people 
was deemed advantageous ; namely, to give invitations 
for splendid parties, and thus to assume an appear-* 
ance of confidence and quietness, which her Majesty 
could not, and did not, possess. In this year (1770) 
Lord Chatham publicly avowed his sentiments in these 
words : '^ Infuse a portion of health into the consti- 
tution, to enable it to bear its infirmities.'' Previously 
to malnTig this remark, or offering this opinion, we 
must feel assured he was well acquainted with the 
causes of the then present distresses of the country, 
and the sources from whence those causes originated. 
But, alas ! one generous minister is not sufficient to 
put a host of antagonists to flight ! for certainly his 
intention was '^ to persuade and soften, not to irritate 
or offend." We may infer that, had he been merely 
a ^^ party man," he would naturally concur in any 
enterprise likely to create a bustle without risk to 
himself; but, i^on examination, he appears to have 
loved the cause of independence, and was willing 
to support it at all hazards ! It may be suggested^ 
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as an undoubted truth, that this intelligent man gave 
his opinion upon these matters fairly and honestly, 
desiring inquiry into his conduct. 

At this period, the enaction of laws of an arbitrary 
character was a great and frequent evil. One prece- 
dent creates another : that which yesterday was fact, 
to-day is doctrine; and the effect of law will r^- 
tire or advance according as the continuance of the 
intended remedy in the constitution protects or insults 
the meanest subject. 

Mr. Wilkes, previously to the meeting of the Com- 
mons in January, was not only acquitted^ but had 
damages, to a large amount, awarded him ; even the 
king expressed his positive desire that the amount of 
damages should be paid out of his privy purse. The 
Earl of Halifax was, finally, so disappointed, that he 
offered his resignation, though he afterwards accepted 
the Privy Seal. We must here give our unalterable 
o{Mnion, that, under the then existing state of things, 
the best of ministers could not be honest ; the chasm 
was too wide and too deep to admit of remedy, and the 
policy of these kingdoms was, of necessity, inverted, 
to keep these transactions from the eye of the Nation 
at large. Thus, through one single infringement 
upon the unnatural precedent of royal alliances, has 
the blood of milKons been spilt ; and, in obedience to 
the same opinion, have our jails been filled with the 
most intelligent and able men of upright principles. 

It was during the last-named year that, amongst 
innumerable political publications, one more especially 
attracted the attention of the public: this was the 
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*' Letters of Junius," which were written in such a 
style, that they were pronounced a master-piece in 
composition. Truly, this individual (though under a 
feigned name) was the only competent person to 
speak fully upon political subjects. Why ? Because 
he himself was the only hosom friend of the king, and 
his sense of duty to the nation animated him, at the 
risk of health and life, to plead for the rights of the 
people, though under some disguise. And so he did, 
and, without committing his sovereign, he boldly, 
magnanimously, and, at his own cost, advocated the 
people* s rights. No one could so well judge 6f aJBTairs, 
connected with the weal or woe of the empire, as he. 
could ; because his life was passed in the royal service, 
and his time of leisure spent in^the Court. From 
these opportunities, it must be acknowledged, the 
author was well qualified to speak or write upon all 
political subjects, especially those more closely con- 
nected with the secrets of state policy ; and indeed, 
upon many occasions, he displayed such an heroic 
firmness, such an invincible love of truth, and stich an 
unconquerable sense of honor, that he permitted his 
talents to be exercised freely in the cause of public 
justice, and subscribed his addenda under an envelope, 
rather than injure his prince, or leave the interests of 
his countrymen to the risk of fortuitous circmnstances. 
We know of whom we speak, and therefore we feel 
authorised to assert, that in this character were con- 
centrated the steady friend of the prince and the 
inflexible friend of the people. We ought to state 
that the burdens upon the people at this time were 

c 
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of a grievom magnitude ; and although not in danger 
from enemies, yet-, in order to give posts of command, 
honor, and emolument to the employed sycophants 
at Courts our Navy was increased, nominal situations 
were provided, and all means again ordered to be 
drawn from, the people* 

Let the reader remember that this year, 

1771, 

w^ productive of harassing distresses to the poor 
labourer and mechanic* At this period, it was a very 
frequent thing to tear the husband from the wife> 
and the parent from the child, and immure them 
within the damp and noisome walls of a prison, to 
prevent any interiwsition on the part of the suffering 
multitudes. Ves ! and all this introduction of misery 
and sorrow to ensure secrecy of truth, and to destroy 
the wishes of a monwch, who was rendered incompe- 
tent to act for himself. 

The death of the Earl of Halifax, soon after the 
close of the session in this year, caused a vacancy ; 
and the Duke of Grafton returned into office, and 
accepted the Privy Seal. His Grace was a particular 
favourite with the queen> but much disliked by the 
intelligent and reflecting part of the community. 

The year 

1772 

was ushered in under peculiar pressing appeals from 
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the people^ petitioning for the repeal of what they 
believed to be unjust and pernicious laws upon the 
subject of religious liberty. Several clergymen of the 
Established Church prayed to be liberated from their 
obligation to subscribe to the ^' Thirty-nine Articles ;'* 
but it was urged, in opposition to these petitions, that 
government had an undoubted right to establish and 
mamtain such systems of instruction, &c., as the 
ministers thereof deemed most suitable for the pubhc 
benefit. But expecUenee and right are as far asunder, 
in truth, as is the distance from pole to pole. The 
policy of the state required some new source from 
whence to tbraw means for the secret measures needfiil 
to prolong the existence of its privacy, and it was 
deemed most expedient to add royal weight to reli- 
gious duties, and to enforce the strictest obedience to 
the ready discharge oT all demands made upon such 
professors, in such forms and at such times as should 
best accord with the system thus patronised. 

In this year, the Royal Marriage Act received the 
Assent. Lord Chatham made many representations 
to the king and queen of the improper and inju- 
dicious state of the Penal Laws. He cited an 
instance of unanswerable disproportion ; namely, that, 
on the 14th July, two persons were publicly whipped 
round Covent Garden Market, in accordance with the 
sentence passed upon them ; but mark the difference 
of the crimes for which they were so punished : one 
was for steaUng a bunch of radishes, the other was 
for the ravishment or debauching of his own niece ! 
In vain did this friend of his species advocate their 

c2 
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cause, or represent the unwise, unjust, and incon- 
sistent tenor of these laws. The king was anxious 
to alter them immediately ; the queen was decided 
in her opinion, that they ought to be left entirely to 
the pleasure and opinion of the judges^ well knowing 
they would not disobey hpr will upon any point of 
hm, or equity, so called. Thus did the nation pine 
and languish imder the tyrannical umrpatian of a 
Qerman princess, whose talents were best calculated 
to be exercised over the brute creation, rather than to 
give any weight to English jiuisprudence ! 

In November of this year, it was announced that 
the king earnestly desired parliament should take into 
consideration the state of the East India Company. 
Alas ! the king was ignorant upon the subject ; it was 
true the queen desired it, because she received vast 
emoliunents from the various situations purchased by 
individuals imder the denomination of cadets, &c. 
Of course, the queen's will soon became law. 

The Earl of Chatham resolved once more to speak 
to the queen upon the state of things, and had an 
audience for the purpose. He spoke as a man, and 
very warmly advocated the cause of the nation. He 
represented the people to be in a high state of fer- 
mentation at home and abroad ; adding, that ^' if they 
be repelled, they must be repelled by force !" And to 
whom ought these unhappy suffering subjects to have 
recourse but to the throne, whose power sanctions the 
means used to drain their purse ? The queen was 
unbending; she inveighed against the candour and 
the sentiments of the earl, and requested she might 
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not again be troubled by faim upon such subjects. 
Before retiring. Lord Chatham said, '' Your Majesty 
must excuse me if I say, the Kberty of the subject is 
the surest protection to the monarch, and if the prince 
protects the guilty y instead of punishing them, time 
mil convince him, he has judged erroneously, and acted 
imprudently.** 

The earl retired ; but his labouring breast knew not 
peace, and he resolved, for the last time, to see the 
king in private. An interview was requested, and as 
readily granted. " Well, well," said the king, '^ I 
hope no bad news Y* '' Not any bad news, your Ma- 
jesty ; but I wish to submit to your opinion a few 
questions." '^ Quite right, quite right," said the king, 
'^ tell me all." The earl did so, and after his faithful 
appeal to the king, concluded by saying, " My Sove- 
reign will excuse me, but I cannot any longer be a 
party to the deceptions pawned upon the people, as 
I am, and consider myself to be, amenable to God and 
my conscience." 



The year 

1773 

was fatal to Poland, and the territory was given in 
thirds to Russia, Austria, and Prussia. This year the 
Earl of Chesterfield died, whose'* Letters to his Son" 
have rendered his memory famous in the page of 
history. 
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The year 

1774 

was of a gloomy and arbitrary character. Wars abroad 
and uneasinesis at home ! The coimty of Nottinghajn 
did not raise their militia in the former year^ and in 
this they were fined two thousand pounds ! In this 
year^ also^ a bill of indictment was found against the 
Duchess of Kingston^ f(yr felony, in having married 
two husbands ! 



1775 



was also a year of disquiet. The city of London ad- 
dressed the Throne, and petitioned against the exist- 
ing grievances ; but the invisible power of the queen 
prevented their receiving redress, and the ministers 
were retained, contrary to all petition and remon- 
strance. Upon these occasions, the king was obliged 
to submit to any form of expression, dictated by the 
minister, that minister being imder the entire controul 
of the queen ; and though the nation seemed to wear 
a florid countenance, it was sick at heart. Lord North 
was a very considerable favourite with her Majesty ; 
and his opponents, Messrs. Fox and Burke, were pro- 
portionately disliked. The Duke of Grafton was now 
quite tired of his situation, and he told the queen, he 
could no longer continue in office; aiid, in conse* 
quence of his resignation, the Earl of Dartmouth re- 
ceived the Privy Seal. 
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The year 

1776 

was ushered m under distrjessing circumstances. The 
Earl of Harcourt was charged with a breach of privi- 
lege ; but his services for t](ie queen soon caused the 
matter of complaint to be rejected. So expensive was 
the war this year, that more than nine miUions were 
supplied for its service! and, in order to raise this 
shamefiil amount, extra taxes were levied on newspar 
pers, deeds, &c., &c., &c. Thus were the industrious 
and really productive classes imposed upon, and their 
means exhausted, to gratify the inordinate wishes of a 
aerman princess, now entitled to be the cause of their 
ruin ! To prevent Truth from having an impartial 
hearing and explanation, the plans of government 
were obliged to be of an insincere and unjust charao- 
ter. The consequences were, the debasement of mo^ 
rah, as also the injury of the happiness and rights of 
the PEOPLE ! But Power was robed in imperial pur^ 
pUj attended on each side by Pride and Ciutelty; 
and thus an iron sceptre was swayed over our part of 
the hemisphere ! At this period, it is presumed Fear 
presented a sufficient excuse for Silence and Apathy. 
Artifice and Avarice were extending a banefiil infltbence 
over society. 

Had any friend of man now stepped forward, at 
the risk of persecution, fines, imprisonment, .and 
perhaps death, and attempted to repel the gigantic 
strides of encroadtung despotism, might he not have 
saved an ocean of blood, and untold millions of gpld ? 
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But human courage did not rise so high^ and it was 
reserved to be the glory of the present historians to 
display truth ! They desire not to aspire to any 
achievement beyond that of doing justice ; short of 
this God-like principle, they will never rest False 
administrations and bad governments are the curse 
of the earth, the scourge of man, and the source of 
all moral evO. 



In the year 



1777 



the country was in a state of great excitement, owing 
to, and arising from, the adoption of measures in- 
imical to the wishes and well-being of the people. 
The greater power the throne afsumed, the lai^er 
amounts were necessarily drawn from the subjects, to 
provide for the needfril emoluments to reward the 
fawnmg courtiers. 

Thus the nation incautiously and imwittingly sub- 
scribed their assent to their own individual destruc- 
tion. This year, thirteen millions of money were 
deemed needful for the public service ! At this time 
the revenue did not amoimt to eight millions, and, to 
supply the deficiency, new taxes were again levied 
upon the people ! 

In May, Lord Chatham again addressed the 
'^ peers," and called their attention to the necessity 
of changing the then system. Although bowed down 
by age and infirmity, and bearing a crutch in each 
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hond^ he delivered his sentiments^ with all the aardour 
of youth, in these words : '^ I wish the removal of 
<ic€umulated grievances, and the' repeal of every op- 
pressive act which have been passed since the year 
1763 ! I am experienced in spring hopes and vernal 
promises, but at last will come your equinoctial dis- 
appointment." On another occasion, he said, '* I will 
not join in congratulation on misfortune and disgrace t 
It is necessary to instruct the throne in the language 
of truth ! We must dispel the delusions and dark- 
ness which envelop it I am old and weak, and at 
present imable to say more ; but my feeling and in- 
dignation were too strong to permit me to say less/' 

Alas ! the earl stood nearly alone. In his opinion, 
the good of the people was the supreme law ; but this 
was opposed to the sentiments of the hirelings of 
state. 

For the last time, he resolved to seek an audience 
with the queen, and the request was readily compUed 
with. The day previous to his last speech, delivered 
in the House of Lards, this interview took place. 
The earl pressed the queen to relieve the people, and, 
by every possible means, to mitigate the public burdens. 
But though her Majesty was gentle in her language, 
yet she expressed herseK positively and decisively upon 
the secrecy of state qffakrs ; and as Lord Chatham had 
once given his solemn promise never to permit those 
secrets to transpire, so he resolved faithfully to keep 
his engagement inviolable. He retired from his royal 
audience in much confusion and agitation of mind, 
and on the following day, April the 7th, he went to 
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the House^ and delivered a most energetic speech, 
which was replied to by the Duke of Richmond, Lord 
Chatham afterwards made an effort to rise, as if Is^ 
bonring to give expression to some great idea, but, 
before he could utter a word, pressed Mb hand on his 
bosom, and fell down in a convulsive fit The Duke 
of Cumberland and Lord Temple caught him in their 
arms, and removed him into the prince's chamber. 
Medical assistance was immediately rendered, and in 
a short time his lordship in some measure recovered, 
and was removed to his &vcttite villa at Hayes, in 
Kent. Hopes of recovery proved delusive, and on 
the 10th of May, 

1778, 

this venerable and noble friend of humanity expired^ 
in the seventieth year of his age. The news of the 
earl's death was not disagreeable to the queen ; and 
she determined to increase, rather than decrease, her 
arlHtrary measures. Ribbons, stars, and garters, were 
bestowed upon those who lent thdr willing aki to sup- 
port the system of oppression, while thousands w^e 
perishing in want to supply the means. 

The year 

1779 

was a period most miserable for Irdand. Her manu- 
factures declined, and the people were much dissatis- 
fied, but their distresses were not even noticed by the 
English parliament. Notwithstanding the surround- 
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ing distresses occasioned by war^ yet^ because the 
minister was supported by the queen^ every vote for 
supplies was carried by great majorities ; and for this 
years* service no less a sum was required than fifteen 
millions ! As the family of the king increased^ large 
sums were deemed requisite for each; and what 
amounts could not be raised by taxation were pro- 
cured by loans, thus insulting the country, by per- 
mitting its expenditure to eateeed its means of income 
to an enormous extent* 

Many representations were made to Lord North, 
that the public opinion was opposed to the system 
pursued by ministers, but he was inflexible, and the 
generous interpositions of some members of the Up- 
per House were unavailing. The Commons remon- 
strated, and Mr. Burke brought forward a plan for 
the reduction of the national expenditure and the 
diminution of the influence of the Crown ; but they 
were finally rejected, though not until violent conflicts 
had taken place, in which Lord North was more than 
once left in the minority. About this time, Mr. Dun- 
ning, a lawyer, and an eminent speaker, advocated, in 
a most sensible manner, the necessity of taking into 
consideration the afiairs of Ireland ; but the minister 
defeated the intended benefit, and substituted a plan 
of his own, which was merely to peimit a free expor- 
tation of their woollen manufactures. The unassum- 
ing character of that oppressed people never appeared 
to greater advantage than at this period, as even this 
resolution was received by them with the warmest tes- 
timonies of joy and gratitude. 
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There cannot be a doubt, that if the Irish had been 
honestly represented, their honor and ardour would 
have been proverbial, but they were neglected and in- 

suited. The queen had taken Lord 's advice, 

and had acquainted herself with the native character 
of the Irish, by which she became aware that, if that 
people generally possessed information, they would 
prove a powerful balance against the unjust system 
then in force. At this time, there was not an Irish- 
man acquainted with any state secrets ; she therefore 
did not fear any explanation from that quarter. To 
provide for the exigencies of state, twelve millions of 
money, in addition to the former fifteen millions, were 
required this year ; and thus were the sorrows of a 
suffering people increased, and they themselves forced 
to forge their chains of oppression. 

Early in the year 

1780, 

meetings amongst the populace took place in various 
parts of the kingdom, and ministers were boldly ac- 
cused of having prodigally and wastefully spent the 
public money ; and petitions were presented, praying 
" for a correction of abuses in the public expendi- 
ture." Riots in many parts of England were the con- 
sequences of these continued wars and taxations, and 
Mr. Hartley, who was a member of the House of 
Commons, spoke very openly upon the impositions 
pressed upon the people. 

However, the influence of her Majesty kept a mi- 
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m 

nister in office contrary to the sense of the wisest and 
best part o£the community^ and a ruinous war drained 
the blood and money of the many. 

It is fair to infer^ that this was considered by those 
in power a legal trade ; but was it not conducted for 
the untenable purposes of avarice and cimning ? We 
think it was. There did not appear to be any rational 
hope for reform or retrenchment, while men versed 
in corruption were so enriched, and had an almost 
unlimited sway over the councils of the reigning au- 
thority. Popular commotion was dreaded, yet the 
ministers could not be prevailed upon to dispel the 
cause for anxiety by conciliatory measiures, by a 
timely redress of grievances, by concession of rights, 
or by reformation of abuses. If they had done so, 
they would have given satisfactory evidence that 
government had not any other object in view than 
faithfully to discharge their duty, by adopting such 
plans^ as would really benefit mankind, and furnish 
means to seciure the comfort and happiness of all 
men. 

These plans and means were ^o^ adopted, but still 
ministers feared the result, although they seemed so 
inconsiderately careless of the public welfare. 

In the mean time, much distress was imposed upon 
the king, by the increasing imcontroulable prodigaUty. 
of some of his children, especiaUy of George. The 
queen would not hear of any thing to his discredit, and 
thus what little of family enjoyment remained, was 
ultimately destroyed. 

The unrestrained predilections of youth were now 
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habitual pursuits^ and excesses of the most detesti^le 
description were not unknown to him. 

Within the circle of his less nominally illustrious 
acquaintance, every father dreaded the seduction of 
his child, if she possessed any personal channs, while 
the mother feared to lose sight of her daughter, even 
for a moment. 

It is not for us to give an adequate idea of the 
numbers of those families whose earthly happiness he 
ruined, but we well, too well, know the number was 
infamously great The country gave him credit for 
being liberal in political princq>les, and genOTously 
disposed for general reform ! But Uttle of his real 
character was then known : his faulU were named as 
virtues ; his vices were considered gentlemanly exploits, 
so that the dissembled appearance was received, by 
those unacquainted with him, as the sure and incon- 
testible mark of a great and noble soul. Alas ! > before 
our pages are concluded, we fear we nnisttin duty^ 
prove him a widely-different character 1 It is true^ 
his acquaintance with political characters was chiefly 
amongst '' the Whigs ;" it may also be added, that 
those '' Whigs," so particularly intimate with this 
prince, did not add one cubit to their stature, mbraBy^ 
by their connexion with him, but finally became as 
supine and venal as himself. They determined that, 
as the hebr-apparent, he should not be allowed to 
suffer any deterioration of greatness, and the princi- 
ples and practices of so mighty an individual were 
considered by them to constitute a sufiOicient patent 
for continual imitation. 
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Previoiis to tins period^ Mr. Daniuiig annoimeed 
sentiments and opinions in the House, with un- 
bending firmness and uncompromising fidelity. He 
said, ** that the infbience of the Crown hag mcrea$ed, 
is increasing, and ought to he dimmshedJ* 

In the year 

1781, 

William Pitt, the son of the before-mentioned Lord 
Chatham, delivered his first speech in tiie Commons, 
in fitvour of the bill introduced by Mr. Burice, on the 
subject of reform. Lord North brou^t forward the 
budget on the 7th of March, containing the various 
items needfiil for the service of the year. The amount 
so calculated was tw^ity-one milfions of money I 
twelve ofwhich were to be raised by loans! tiie terms of 
which were very high, and the Houses were unitedly 
against the measure, and the consequent enthrai- 
dom of the nation. From this bold imposition iqxm 
the public purse and credit, the nunistry wne much 
lowered in opinion, generally, and shortty aft^ the 
meeting of parliament, in March, 

1782, 

a vote of censure was passed, and the ministry resigned* 
Amongst the promotions at this thne, was Mr. Dun* 
mng, who, at her Majesty's request, was created 
Baron Ashburton, and also Chancellor of the Duchy 
of Lancaster. In the beginning of July, the unex- 
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pected death of the Marquis of Rockmgham^ who ^iras 
prime minister, threw the whole cabinet into extreme 
disorder ; and another resignation of ministers took 
place^ on which occasion Mr. Pitt was constituted 
*' Chancellor of the Exchequer/* although only twen- 
ty-three years of age ! The country was little bene- 
fitted by this change, as the money required for the 
service of this year was more than twenty-four milli- 
ons, of which thirteen millions had to be raised by 
loan. 

The Shelbume party were obliged to retire in 

1783, 

having, by their arbitrary measures, drawn upon them- 
selves general displeasure throughout the country. 

Much surprise was created at the unexpected coa- 
lition of Lord North and Mr. Fox : this was the natu- 
ral result of the pressing case of the prince, to whom 
the queen had confidentially entrusted his £Either*s 
breach of the law, in the solemnization of his marriage 
yfith herself; who it was, in fact, used the prince's 
influence to prevaQ upon Mr. Fox to join Lord North, 
as he was well informed upon all the circumstances. 
Although the pohtical sentiments of these gentlemen 
were opposed, it was represented as a safe line of con- 
duct, to ensure the tranquillity of the kingdoms : thus, 
again, was every portion of truth sacrificed to the 
WILL of the queen. 

This year, the king agreed that the heir-apparent 
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should receive fifty thousand pounds per annum, and 
sixty thousand pounds to equip him suitable to his 
dignity. In the mean time, it became a public fact, 
the prince had so deeply involved himself in debt that 
he frequently was so mean as to resort, through 
the medium of others, to borrow money (of various 
amounts) of his tradespeople. 

Before the conclusion of the year, the Whig minis- 
try were ejected, and Mr. Pitt made " First Lord of 
the Treasury." This was a change very satisfactory 
to her Majesty, as, firom the youth of the new ^' pre- 
mier," she augured her likely influence over the poli- 
tical hemisphere to be increased, as it was known she 
did not like any of the prince's associates, more espe- 
cially Messrs. Fox and Sheridan. Mr. Bttrke was not 
supposed to be so very well informed upon all subjects ; 
^tnd, though much in the necessary confidence of the 
prince, the queen presumed it was most chiefly in 
procuring pecuniary accommodations ; and it was not 
until an after period, that the whole truth was stated 
to her by the prince. 

New taxes alone could furnish the means for the 
immense additional annuities, and so were sums for 
every succeeding year's demand increased. 

At this period, the prince and his eldest brother were 
associated in dissipation of every species ; their love 
of gaming was proverbial ; and their excess of indul- 
gence in voluptuousness was sufficient to drain the 
resources *of the country. Their caprices were various, 
and that of the prince was most strikingly evinced in 

D 
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his abruptly declining his engagements with the cele* 
brated Mrs. Robinson. His usual plan was^ when 
fascinated by the appearance of a new object^ to exert 
every nerve to possess it. Presents, accompanied by 
the highest eulogiums, and protestations of eternal 
love and constancy, were always pressed upon the 
acceptance of the intended victim ; and thus, by appa- 
rent devotion and unconquerable passion, many were 
the delusions he practised, and the outrages he com* 
mitted, upon unsuspecting virtue. 

Had a plebeian committed one act similar to those 
in which the prince was so frequently the principal 
character, his life must have atoned for his fault, and 
a destitute fstmily, in consequence, been plunged into 
distraction, and disreputable mention. But, because 
the prince was of such high-reputed family, he was 
accounted to be a noble-minded gentleman, and instead 
of exposition and punishment, the venal and hired press 
of the day launched out into the most fulsome eulo- 
giums of his gracefrd, all-attracting elegance of style 
and manners, without even speaking of the infamy of 
his amours, intrigues, and debaucheries. 



In the year 



1784, 



(notwithstanding the dreadfully enormous weight of 
the " national debt," borrowed by the ministers upon 
nominal annuities, for which large interest was given) 
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the king was again solicited to assist the prince^ in 
order that his debts might be discharged. This request 
was refused^ and Messrs. Fox and Sheridan advocated 
the subject to no purpose* 

During this year^ much public display of talent was 
made in the House. Mr. Pitt was now fiilly and 
entirely in her Majesty's " confidence," and he well 
knew if the *' system" were to be continued, war 
must still be carried on, and oppression must increase, 
rather than decrease. While engaged in a private 
interview with the queen, upon various state subjects^ 
Mr. Pitt submitted his opinion upon the extravagance 
and improper pursuits of the prince, adding, '^ I much 
fear, your Majesty, in his deliriums of debauchery^ 
some expressions may escape Mm, to the iryury of the 
<yrorgm /" *' No," answered the queen, " he is too 
well aware of the consequences to himself, if that tran- 
«pured ; so, on that point, I can rely upon hun." '' Is 
your Majesty aware," said Mr. Pitt, ^^ that at this time 
the prince is engrossed by a &ir beauty ? and I beheve, 
fi-om good authority I may say, intends to marry her ! 
He is now so much embarrassed, that, at the sugges- 
tion of his trusty friend Sheridan, he borrows large 
amoimts from a Jew, who resides in town, and gives 
his bonds for much larger amounts than he receives ; 
by this means, he is actually involved in debt, to the 
amount of above a million of money, and the interest 
and principal must, some day, be honourably dis- 
charged, or else he must never ascend the throne ; as 
the dishonour would cause him eternal disgrace, if not 
an abdication." 

D 2 
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In the year 

1785, 

Mr. Pitt caused prosecutions to be issued and en- 
forced to check the rising spirit of the Irish, as they 
appeared determined to press hard until they received 
reform in the representation ; and, in order to divert 
the exasperated feelings of the people of England, as 
lie stood deeply pledged to the reformers, ^^ as a man 
and a minister,*' to bring in a '^ bill to amend the re- 
presentation of the people," he moved, April 18th, 
for leave to bring it forward for the consideration of 
the House. His plan was to transfer the r^t of 
election from thirty-six rotten boroughs to the coun- 
ties and principal unrepresented towns, allomng a 
pecuniary compensation to the owners of the disfran^ 
-chised boroughs, and to extend the right of voting for 
knights of the shires to copyholders. This minister 
suffered his motion to be negatived by 248 against 
.194 ! Had there been honesty on the part of the 
minister towards the people, unfettered by amf *' state 
13ECRET," he would have been prepared to meet the nu- 
merous opposers ; but he found himself unable to serve 
the cause of liberty and slavery at the same time, and 
so, to save his word of promise, he did bring in the 
'* Bill," when he well knew it was impossible to carry 
it under the then existing corruptions I 

The year 

1786 

was ushered in under some peculiar circumstances of 
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distress and alarm. The king was evidently declining 
in health, and strong signs of imbecility were appar 
rent. He positively refused to see the prince upon 
the subject of his debts, and was otherwise much dis- 
tracted at the recollection of various impositions upon 
the public, which might have been avoided, if, in the 
moment of necessity, he had explained himself fiilly 
to the nation, and pressed for an amelioration of all- 
unnatural and uncivilized acts of parhament, detri'^ 
mental to the peace, welfare, and happiness of the 
sovereign and subject. 

In July, the prince was so beset with numerous 
appeals from his unnumbered creditors, that, partly 
to silence them, and partly to induce the " House" to 
pay his long-standing arrears of borrowed money, he 
announced his intention to give up his establishment, 
and out of his annual income of fifty thousand pounds 
to reserve ten thousand, and appropriate forty thou- 
sand for the benefit of his creditors. 

In the early part of this year, the prince was mar- 
tied to Mrs. Fitzherbert. Messrs. Fox, Sheridan, and 
Burke were present upon the occasion, as also were, 
some of the relatives of the bride. . After the ceremony, 
Mr. Fox handed them into a carriage, and they drove 
to Richmond, where they spent some days. In the inte- 
rim, the queen was made acquainted with the marriage, 
and requested an immediate audience with the prince. 
It was as immediately complied with. Her Majesty 
insisted to be told if the news of his marriage were 
correct. " Yes, madam," replied he, '^ and not any 
force imder heaven shall separate us. If his Majesty 
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had been as firm in acknowledging Jm marriage y he 
might now have enjoyed life, instead of being a misan- 
thrope, as he is. But I beg further, that my wife be 
received at Court, and proportionately as your Ma- 
jesty receives her, and pays her attention, from this 
time, so shall I render my attentions to your Majesty, 
The lady I have married is worthy of all homage, and 
my very confidential friends, with some of my wife's 
relations, only, witnessed our marriage. Have you 
not always taught me to consider myself Jmr to the 
first sovereignty in the world ? where then will exist 
any risk of obtaining a ready concurrence from the 
House in my marriage ? I hope, madam, a few hours 
reflection will satisfy you that I have done my duty 
in following this impulse of my incUnations, and there- 
fore I wait your Majesty's commands, feeling assured 
you would not wish to blast the happiness of your 
favourite prince*^ The queen presumed it would 
prove her best policy to signify her acquiescence to 
the prince's wishes, and the interview terminated with- 
out any ftirther explanation or remonstrance ; never- 
theless, the substance of the interview was immediately 
commimicated to Mr. Pitt. 

We must state that the extravagant expenditure of 
the prince, at this period, was so increased, that he 
frequently gave cent, per cent, for advances of cash. 

The year 

1787 

was a period of uncommon interest and activity. The 
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qiieen received the wife of the prince (Mrs. Fifs^er- 
bert) in the most courteous manner in pubEc This 
year was rendered of much consequence by the ex- 
treme illness of the king, but it was not sptAen of 
publicly, or permitted to transpire throng the poblic 
joiunals^ untQ a late period of the year. In Apri^Mr. 
Newnham^ who was member for the city of London, 
gave notice that he should bring forward a motion, 
the intent 6i which was, '^ To address the king in or- 
der to procure his approbation to reUeve the Prince of 
Wales from all embarrassments of a pecuniary na- 
ture," in which he hoped the House would cordially 
agree. Tins announcement created much conversa- 
tion, and Mr. N. was earnestly solicited to withdraw 
his motion, lest its result should do injury to the state, 
and be productive of inconvenience and mischief Mr. 
Pitt said, that if Mr. N. persevered in pressing his mo^ 
iion upon the notice of the House, he should he driven to 
make disclosures of circumstances, which othenmse he 
believed it to be his imperious duty to conceal. Mr. Rolle 
(a member for Devonshire) averred, that an investi- 
gation of this matter involved many questions of 
consequence, which would affect church and state. 
Messrs. Fox and Sheridan, with some other private 
acquaintances of the prince, were bold in their lan- 
guage, and replied, that *^ the prince did not fear any 
investigation of his conduct, and that respect or in- 
dulgence, by an affected tenderness or studied ambi- 
guity would be disagreeable to the wishes and feelings 
of H. R. H." A few days after, Mr. Fox called the 
attention of the House to the strange and extraordi- 
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nary language used by Mr. Rolle^ saying, *^ that he 
presumed those remarks were made in reference to 
the base iuid malicious calumny which had been pro- 
pagated out of doors by the enemies of die prince^ in 
order to depreciate his character, and injure him in 
the opinion of the country !" Mr. Rolle replied to 
this by saying, '^ though the marriage could not have 
been accomplished under the formal sanction of the 
law, yet, if it existed as a fact, it ought to be satis* 
factorily cleared up, lest the most alanning conse- 
quences should be the result." Mr. Fox, in reply, 
said, ^^ that he not only denied the calunmy in ques- 
tion, with respect to the effect of certain existing laws, 
but he also dented the marriage in toto,'^ adding, 
*' though he well knew the matter was illegal, under 
every form of statute provided, yet he took that op- 
portunity to assert, it never did happen.*' Mr. Rolle 
again asked, '^ Do you, sir, speak from direct or indir 
red authority ?" Mr. Fox replied^ '' FROM DIRECT 
AUTHORITY." The House was anxious Mr, R. 
should express his satisfaction, but he positively aijd 
determinately refused, ^^ as he wished every member 
of the House to judge for himself!" Now, mark 
the result. Mr. Sheridan (the bottle companion of 
the prince) rose, and declared warmly, ^' that if Mr. 
R. would not be satisfied, or put the matter inta some 
train for his satisfsu^tion, his opinion was, the House 
ought to resolve, that it was seditious and dislot/al to 
propagate reports injurious to the prince J' But notice 
Mr. Pitt's reply, who rose, and protested against an 
attack upon the freedom of speech in that House. 
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We dare to observe^ that Mr. Pitt eould do no lesis 
than stop the inquiry ; for if it had proceeded to any 
greater lengthy the legitimacy of the prince might 
have been dot^ted ! ! ! The prince again sought ad-* 
vice to shield himself against the various opponents, 
whose impertinent, tet honest expressions might prove 
an aUoy to his character, and make void all his pre- 
tentions. 

His highness deigned to consult some persons of con-^ 
sequence^ but he could not receive any advice equal 
to his wishes. At length he saw the queen, and 
explained his difficulties and debts, in some propor- 
tionate degree, concluding his remarks by sajring, 
" Unless the king suggests Ms deme for the payment 
of these debts, I will explain all this state mystery, 
and I would receive a shot from a musket, in prefer- 
ence to the gaUing insults which I . well know the 
kingdoms infer from these shameful arrears.'' Again 
the state secret operated ! Again was truth to be hid- 
den in a napkin ! The prince retired from the audi- 
ence, but the queen was no sooner disengaged, than 
Mr. Pitt was announced and introduced. The inter- 
view was shjort, but decisive, and the minister departed 
on a mission to the prince at Carlton House ; there 
he promised that his royal highness should immedi** 
ately receive means to discharge his debts, and accord- 
ingly, on the very next day, a message was laid before 
the House, and an address voted to the king, to request 
Mm to grant out of the " civil ImC' the sum of one 
hundred and sixty-one thousand pounds, to discharge 
the debts of his eldest son, and an additional sum of 
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twenty thousand pounds to finish the repairs of Carl- 
ton palace. We must remember, that at this very 
period, distress and wretchedness were at an alarming 
height ! Truly the king was an object of pity. Roy- 
alty to him was a deceitful sound. Those who beheld 
it at a distance saw nothing but greatness, splendour, 
and delight ; but, could they have examined it, they 
would have found toil, perplexity, solicitude, and 
care, its constant companions. 

The king was fast exchanging the bloom of youth 
for the languor of age. He knew his duty was to 
repress calumny and falsehood, and to support inno- 
cence and truth ; that it was not only his imperious 
duty to abstain from doing evil, but to exert himself 
in every way to do good, and, to the utmost of his 
power, to prevent the mischiefe evil counsellors might 
intend or devise. 

The prince, from this time, was sure of the attain- 
ment of his wishes, if within the power of the queen 
to bestow ; and, from this conquest, he gave loose rein 
to the impetuous desires of his wayward inclinations. 
Splendid fetes were given, money was lavished upon 
the most insignificant and indecorous occasions ; virtue 
was msulted in every possible shape ; and the man, who 
was expected shortly to reign over the destiny of milli- 
ons, was frequently exhibited to his friends as an unprin- 
cipled LIBERTINE, a NOTORIOUS GAMESTER, and an UN- 
GRATEFUL SON ! But the rank of royal distinction, 
and means to gratify his lusts (being devoid of all 
positive integrity, upon many points) were sufficient 
causes of excuse in his estimation; His gracefrd bow 
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and soft ensnaring address led many of the most intel- 
ligent and best informed into the '* vortex of perdi- 
tion." 

From the commencement of the year 

1788, 

the king's health again declined. His mind appeared 
fiill of gloomy apprehensions and forebodings ; some- 
times he uttered the most incoherent language, then, 
dissolved in tears, would ask after the health of the 
several members of his family, and especially of his 
youngest daughter, to whom he was most particularly 
attached. This state of aberration was, however, 
strictly concealed from the public, as the queen was 
well assured the aspect was very gloomy. Here, 
again, mark her German policy ! Fearing she could 
not much longer conceal the king's indisposition, she 
determined to be prepared for the issue, as well as she 
could. The minister was consulted, and it was 
resolved to propose to give to the queen's care the 
charge of his Majesty's person, presuming that step 
was finally needful, as by its adoption only could she 
retain an opportunity of exercising complete control 
over him. May we here make a remark, naturally 
suggested by recurring to these fects ? and though 
referring to the character of a queen, we do it as an 
indispensible duty and privilege, because the deeds of 
kings and queens belong, undoubtedly, to posterity, 
as soon as they are removed from this stage of action ; 
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and^ though royalty has at times been unjustly pane- 
gyrized^ we dissent from such precept and example. 

Behold^ then^ the Queen of England^ in the enjoy- 
ment of healthy surrounded with all the luxuries of 
life^ knowing the intricacies of state infamy^ and 
anxious to hold the rein of government in her hands, 
constantly closeted with the minister — ^alone ! his 
years not half so many as her 'own. See her confid- 
ing in his secrecy, submitting her opinion for his 
decision, and knowing that herself and her family are 
within his grasp! The man, who, after this retro- 
spect, pronoimces there never was a false step^ or 
deviation, we venture to say is but very little acquainted 
with hiunanity ! It is also well known to more than 
one or two individuals, that the Prince of Wales dared 
to jest with her Majesty upon the occasional private 
interviews with this minister, and was once seriously 
sent from her presence, in consequence of a trj^ng 
discovery he made. It therefore seemed very requisite 
that the appearance of rigid decorum must exist at 
Court ; consequently, if any lady had been known to 
violate those boimds, she must be excluded from royal 
favour, and never again enter the precincts of the 
palace. 

We confess we like impartiality in these things, and 
therefore we will give an instance contrary to this 
edict of the queen. Her Majesty was made ftdly 
acquainted with Mrs. Fitzherbert's history, and there- 
fore knew that this lady had been left a widow — twice. 
She afterwards accepted the protection of a certain 
noarquis, (Bellois) which period of intimacy was ofconr 
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sideraile. duration ; yet^ as soon as the priricei married 
her^ she was a general visitant at Courts and received 
the most especial and unlimited polite attentions from 
the queen* Let this example prove the valid ground 
of her Majesty's scrupulous delicacy ! 

In October, the king's malady was announced, and, 
in January, 

1789, 

Mr. Pitt addressed a letter to the prince, informing 
him of the plan in contemplation, that the care of the 
king's person should be committed to the queen, 
(proving the truth of our previous statement) who 
would, in consequence, be invested with the patronage 
of four himdred places, and all other privileges, — ^to 
grant reversions, pensions, &c. The prince was in- 
censed above measure at this proposition, and it was 
finally agreed that the reversions and pensions should 
be in his favour, and the other immense patronage the 
queen should retain. 

In March, the king was declared convalescent, so 
as to be able to resume his duties. Thus was this 
insulted sovereign again imposed upon by the artful 
stratagems and base devices arising from the charnel 
house of oppression. It is certain his Majesty was 
free from any violent paroxysm at this time ; he ge- 
nerally manifested a quiet and imobtrusive disposition 
in all things, but this was the utmost of his improve- 
ment : Reason's empire was shook, the recollection of 
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the past incapacitated him for forming an opinion 
upon the present or future. Under the specious dis- 
guise of kingly authority, the queen gave appoint- 
ments and honours to the hirelings around her^ and 
carried ^' majorities" whenever she pleased* It was 
not deemed prudent that the king should open the 
House in person, therefore the chancellor delivered 
the speech in the name of his Majesty. During this 
session, Mr. WUberforce pleaded ably for the aboli- 
tion of West Indian slavery, though to very little 
advantage. 



1789 



was a year never to be forgotten in France, but of a 
stationary character in England. 

Some excesses of an unhappy description v\rere 
practised by the Duke of York, but they were passed 
over without any public punishment or parental re- 
buke, although a family of high respectability suffered 
the loss of their only daughter, a most beauti&il and 
accomplished girl, nearly twenty years of age. She 
was a victim of the duke's sensuality, and destroyed 
herself by poison soon afterwards, such were the ex- 
treme sentiments of honour and virtue entertained by 
her. Some of her family yet live to mourn her loss. 

The year . 

1790 

was a period of much importance. 
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In February, the printer of the " Times" newspaper 
was fined one hundred pounds for a libel upon the 
Prince of Wales, and the like sum for a Hbel on a 
younger brother of the prince. If a verdict had been 
given otherwise, royalty would have been humbled ! 

In this year, also, a most remarkable occurrence 
tr umpired. A very respectable clergjnnan was induced 
to marry two persons upon an extreme emergency, 
without their obtaining a licence, or the publishing of 
banns. The result was, he was tried at Leicester, 
and sentenced to be transported for fourteen years! 
Many appeals were made, in a quiet and peace* 
able manner, to the judge. Expostulations upon 
the disproportion of punishment were also made 
by the various classes of society ; but, alas ! the hap^ 
piness of the subject was destroyed, while the higher 
authorities remained unimpeached and defended. 

In this year, the " hereditary nobihty" was abolished 
in France. During this session, the House was soli- 
cited to supply extra sums for the expenditure of the 
needfiil resources, upon which many voices were 
raised in opposition. On the one hand was Power, 
on the other was a sense of honour, which seldom 
could be manifested to any advantage. The prince 
and his former firiends and companions were now ap- 
parently in a state of disunion, and each one appeared 
dissatisfied with the other. 

Mr. Fox was the most unremitting member in the 
House in the discharge of his duties, opposing the 
increase of the debt, and the imposition of fi-esh taxes. 
The salary of the Speaker of the House of Commons 
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was advanced to six thousand pounds. Remonstrance 
proved not of the least avaiL 

For some time previously, the prince and two of his 
brothers had found themselves so embarrassed by 
their imprudent conduct, that they found it expedi- 
ent to resort to some measure for the attainment of 
means to satisfy the clamorous demands of some of 
their creditors. Jews and money-brokers were tried, 
but to no effect ; and the last resoiurce seemed to be 
by obtaining the amount desired upon their respective 
or joint bonds ! Every Ukely person in the kingdom 
was solicited to grant the loan ; yet, after a long and 
mortifying attempt, every endeavour i^roved. fruitless. 
A large interest was offered, and had the parties been 
persons of indubitable integrity, many of their coim- 
trymen would have gladly lent their money upon 
such terms ; but former inaccuracies paved the way 
for future misgivings. At length the sum was fur- 
nished, from foreign houses chiefly, the amount of 
which was One Million!!! The princes received 
nearly half a million immediately, and the other portion 
was to be paid according to the stipulation, the inte- 
rest being fixed at six per cent. The interest was not 
paid upon its becoming due, consequently there was a 
suspicion of unfair deaUng ; but of this subject we 
must treat anon. 

The year 

1791 

was a period of continual debate and of harassing 
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vexation^ both at home and abroad. In the mean while, 
the prince was engrossed in his pursuits of pleasure, 
ever searching after variety in every possible shape. 
Such also were the pursuits of his royal brothers. 

It now becomes our arduous duty to speak of the 
FEBfALES of this ** Ulustrious family " 

They were not ** pure as unsunned snow/' but we 
shall spare the lash of extreme censure, believing and 
feeling ourselves assured, that they partook of human 
weakness and folly as much, or more, as the meanest 
subject in the realm. 

Their departures from the prescribed rules of virtue 
ought to be understood. Confined, under the com- 
mand of an austere mother, to forms and external 
appearances, their minds required relaxation; and, 
hence, anticipations of pleasures became the re* 
suit : they were debarred from natural unions, and 
therefore became victims to unnatural engagements ; 
to which we shall afterwards more fiilly advert We 
ought now to add, that rank is no apology for crime ! 
and that the former ought nevet to be allowed a cover 
for the latter. As is the master, so will be the ser- 
vant ! But the one exceeds in guilt, because he has 
private means to pursue his object ; the other dies for 
his crime, because he is poor, and therefore is rated 
contemptible ! 

The revenue was unequal to the expenses, and so 
was added every succeeding year an increase to the 
already immense *' National Debt." ^ 

The queen was much disturbed by the dissatis&c- 
tion so generally expressed by all classes of society, 

E 



"» 
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that she resolved to give to the minister her opinion 
upon the subject. Mr. Pitt accordingly presented 
himself^ and was received with coiuteous attention. 
The queen expressed her fears of an ill ultimatum, 
unless some plan could be proposed to satisfy the 
cravings and desires of the people. After various 
propositions were made and rejected^ it was deemed 
prudent to remt any and every motion which might 
be made in the Commons for reform in the state of 
the representation. The House met early in the year 

1792, 

and the king announced the marriage of his second 
son, Frederick, with a daughter of the King of Prussia ; 
in March, Mr. Pitt proposed to settle thirty thousand 
pounds per annum upon their royal highnesses ! The 
Opposition remonstrated, but the motion was finally 
earned. 

Much interest was excited iqion the subject of the 
slave trade ; and Mr. Wilberforce urged the abolition 
of it in very warm and generous language. . Mr. Pitt 
was eloquent on this occasion, and pieced, most 
animatedly, in favour of its entire abolition. A series 
of resolutions were ultimately agreed upon, and sent 
up to the Lords for their concurrence. The Duke of 
Clarence now commenced his parliamentary career, 
by violently declaiming against the abolition and its 
advocates. This caused it to be delayed, and the 
guilt of Britain increased. The queen was. vexed at 
this circumstance, as she had imagined such a con* 



AUTHENTIC RBCORDS. 51 

cession would have given great satis&ction, without 
decreasing her influence^ at home ; but in this plan 
she was defeated. In a private conversation with an 
illustrious person, Mr, Wilberforce said, '' He did 
not believe the queen or the minister were truly de- 
mom of the aboHtion of slavery ; for, if it had been 
intended by them to be carried, they would have 
secured it in the Upper House." 

After this discussion, it appeared probable that dis- 
satisfaction might arise amongst the middle classes of 
society ; to provide against which, the establishment 
of a NEW POLICE for Westminster was proposed and 
carried. 

The year 

1793 

commenced with the usual aspects, and power seemed 
to have had a hardening influence upon the minds of 
statesmen. The crisis seemed near, that some salu- 
tary and healing measure of reform in the state of 
the representation must be adopted, .and it appeared 
imprudent any longer to be silent on the subject. 
Mr. Grey therefore moved the question in the House, 
on the 30th of April, and was supported ably by 
Mr. Erskine and others ; but the minister (Mr. Pitt) 
repelled the motion, and spoke as warmly for its 
withdrawal as he had formerly spoken in its defence 
and of its necessity. The result was prejudicial to 
the rights and privileges of free-bom men ; the motion 
was dismissed, and a royal proclamation issued against 

£ 2 
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all seditious writings and correspondences ; thus plainly 
proving that the crown needed the aid of spies and 
informers^ in order to continue its baneful and inju^ 
nous influence over a deluded and degraded people ! 
Thus was an attempt to obtain Justice defeated by 
a combination of over-bearing tyranny and oppression ; 
and thus was the '^ state automaton" moved . at 
pleasure by the secret springs of Court intrigue and 
infamy. Let us ask, was not the accomplice of 
crime as guilty as the perpetrator ? and was not the 
person, prior to the impositions and wrongs practised^ 
equally deserving of reproach and pimishment ? 

One extreme very naturally leads to another, and 
so, by degrees, the freedom of the constitution was 
changed to tyrannical fetter By under the assumed title 
of *' improvement ifi our code of laws" whilst distress 
continued, and expostulation, as usual, was fruitless. 

The Prince of Wales veered in his political expres- 
sions, and deserted his former acknowledged principles^ 
in obedience to the wish of the queen. The other 
male branches of the royal family were revelling in 
the vortex of vgluptuousness, and so expensive were 
their amours and gallantries, in addition to their 
gambling transactions, that they were continually in- 
volved in debt, and, for momentary relief, borrowed 
smns of every person willing to run the risk of a loan, 
or afraid to incur the royal displeasure. 

The king was ignorant of most of the dishonovrable 
transactions in which his sons were* so deeply involved; 
what he did know was sufficient to make him misera- 
ble. Their supplies and income were to an enormous 
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extent ; yet he knew that the Duke of York's horses 
and carriage were seized, while going down PiccadiUy, 
and his royal highness was ohUged to walk home ! 

Declaration of hostilities was announced between 
Great Britain and France, and the year's supply 
amounted to TWENTY MILLION pounds. To pro- 
vide for this enormous simi, fresh taxes were levied 
upon the people. 

« 

We enter upon the year 



1794 



with sorrow and indignation, as it was the commence- 
ment of an all-important era in the church and state. 
The king beheld the critical state of the empire with 
much sorrow and disquietude (which was not decreased 
by the extravagant and imprudent conduct of his sons) 
which acted as a canker upon his heart. In vain did 
he endeavour to represent to them, that to be worthy 
of holding their rank, in suc.h a great nation, they 
ought to lay aside the follies which had so long been 
practised by them ; and as earnestly, yet as vainly, did 
he press them to retire from the society of the volup- 
tuous acquaintances with whom he too well knew 
they were so deeply involved, in various ways. 

At this time, the Prince of Wales was involved in 
more than six hundred thousand pounds, besides bonds 
and bills, signed by him, to a very enormous amount ; 
and, finding himself unable to procure any further 
sumis, he applied to the queen for assistance in this 
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extremity. Her Majesty referred him to }ns father, 
and pressed him to yield to any advice which the king 
might suggest, or any plan he might reconmiend. 

A time was appointed for an interview, and the 
father and son entered upon these very distressmg 
and dishonourable transactions. After much deHbe- 
ration, the king observed, *' that it was utterly impos- 
sible to ask parliament for any relief, as it was all the 
minister could now do to keep the wheels of state 
in motion, and even to do that it required immense 
loans to be raised, to make up the deficiency of the 
year's current expenses." As a last resource, the king 
proposed that the prince should marry, and that some 
suitable personage should be selected, as agreeable to 
the inclinations of the prince as possible. Upon such 
an event, the minister would, no doubt, furnish means 
for his liberation, and a sufficient income for the addi- 
tional expenses attendant upon such an alliance. The 
prince received the opinion of his father with varied 
sensations, and requested time to think upon the pro- 
position, when he would announce the result of his 
cogitations. 

Alas ! how much are kings to be pitied ! If their 
principles and intentions be virtuous, what difficulties 
have they to surmount, what sorrows to endure! 
This was a trying period for the king : on the one 
hand, he saw the impropriety and cruelty of marriage 
merely for state policy, and more particularly so 
in the present instance, as He considered the 
prince's marriage with Mrs. Fitzherbert solenm and 
landing in the sight of heaven, though certainly in 
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«]irect opposotion to the law of the coiuntry^^ whidbi was 
m operatiim at the time it rm$ solemnized. On the 
other hand, it appeared that a royal marriage was an 
event that probably would give ^eat satisfaction to 
tiie people, and mi^ht, perhaps, reclaun the prince 
from those considerable errors and obnoxious pursuits 
in which he wds^ so deeply entangled. While we state 
this, it is also our dutty to acknowledge that the prince 
associated with some of the most unprincipled cha- 
racters, with whom a person of morality or common 
decency could not have associated. 

Here again the gewgaw of royal parade was in- 
tended^ to entrap the admiration of the ignorant ; but, 
let us ask, had a private individual acted as this 
prince was about to do, would he not have become an 
outcast from his family, and would not the whole 
world have abandoned him ? Marlq. the dijSerence : 
although the example was ten thousand times more 
contagious, all the breaches of faith of which he had 
been guilty scarcely received the slightest animad- 
version. But so it was ; common interest united even 
those who w^re disunited by particular discordances, 
and the seeming harmony of the royal &mily may un- 
doubtedly be inferred to have arisen from their equal 
interest in the success of the piece. Their private 
differences were apparently lost in the immensity of 
the SECRETS by which the chain was rivetted, as if it 
were by adam^t. 



We must not suppose his Majesty was all this time 
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ignorant of the situation of his nephew^ thb only 
CHILD OP HIS BKOTHER Edward ; SO fiuT from that being 
the case, he had caused hih to be brought up pri- 
vately, AND WAS REGULAR IN THE DISCHARGE OF THE 
YEARLY EXPENSES, ETC., INCURRED ON HIS ACCOUNT. 

The queen presumed that her children were safely 
seated, so long as the king's first marriage should be 
concealed, and therefore did not bestow many thoughts 
upon the happiness or misery, fortune or ipisfortune, 
life or death, of this much-injured YOUTH ! 

Does not nature revolt at this barbarity, this secret, 
infanu)us conduct of the queen 9 What mother could 
know a similar case, and not afford all the generous 
tenderness her bosom could suggest, to mitigate the 
losses this orphan had sustained, not only of fortune, 
but of the fostering care of both his parents I 

The compUcated wickedness of the Court seemed 
now nearly approaching its climax. Deception had 
been added to deception, until, to complete the delu- 
sion, another victim must necessarily be added, or the 
family be put to the route ! 

After conferences with Mrs. Fitzherbert, the queen, 
and a few others, closely interested in the affair, had 
taken place, the prince acquainted his father with his 
submission to the royal will, and requested to know 
whom his Majesty would recommend for his bride ! 
The king suggested his niece, the daughter of his 
sister, the Duchess of Brunswick, for whose accept- 
ance he urged the prince to send his miniature, &c. 
The prince, with apparent vivacitff, acquiesced, but his 
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father was much afraid that it was only external 
language. 

The evenii^ was spent in revelry and debauchery^ 
and the prince swore '^ he would marry the Princess 
of Brunswick, (which, said he, will be no marriage at 
all) and desert her, of which he would give her timely 
notice." The miniature was painted flatteringly, and 
a letter from the prince, along with some from the 
king to the duke and duchess, as also to the princess, 
accompanied the same. A courier was . dispatched, 
and the prince again sunk into the depths of vice ; the 
queen saw her path was rather difficult, and she feared 
for the consequences ; but she resolved to exert every 
thought to devise the surest plan for friture safety. 
The queen did not assist the prince to any extent, 
because her purse was a mighty balance, and there- 
fore promises were chiefly given to the clamorous and 
ruined creditors, that, as soon as the prince was biar- 
RiED, aU debts would be discharged ! We take leave 
to suggest reasons for the apparent parsimony of 
the queen: she well knew the slight tenure she 
HELD ; the illegality of her marriage ! the unac- 
counted-for death of the king*s eldest brother/ the 
uncertainty of the fate of his issue I fears for his 

FUTURE PUBLIC APPEALS, AND HER KNOWLEDGE OF THE 

VALIDITY OF HIS CLAIMS ! were indeed enough to touch 
her selfish heart I 

Besides, the relatives of the legally-married mfe of 
the Dfdce (Edward) were of more illustrious descent 
than even the queen herself, and from them she stood in 
doubt, lest the untimely death of this lady, and also 
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of the hefote-menttoned duke, (her husband) as well m 
the privacy of their offspring, should be brought for- 
fffard in a public manner, or. in any tmy which might 
reflect dishonour upon the influence of the Crown / 

How much has guilt to fear from exposure by 
TRUTH t Secrecy was the mmisterial ^^ catch-word'' 
th^ in vogue, and though &llacious and destructive, 
as experience has demonstrated' the principle to be^ 
yet the nation was cajoled by its influence^ aad even 
induced indirectly to sanction measures the most des- 
perate and ruinous that imagination can depict ! 

The hireling scribblers strove to eternize the awful 
and barbarous system, and thus assisted the noinister 
to cherish the growth of Ignorance. Indeed, it is an 
undeniable fact, that the corruption of government 
pervaded every branch of Mr. Pitt's administration ; 
but, at the same time, this minister was always afraid 
that the people would discover the frauds and 
impositions practised upon them, and demand satisr 

In the mean time, (we press onward to announce 
the fact) the Princess Caroline of Brunswick was 
solicited in marriage by her cousin George, Prince of 
Wales, and the courier bearing the despatches arrived 
at the Comt of her father in October, where he deli- 
vered his packet, and was entertained with that gene- 
rous and courteous attention usually manifested to all 
strangers. 

The duke and duchess retired to peruse its con- 
tents, which they read with agitation ; and Hope with 
Fear strove tumultuously to gain an ascendancy. The 
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king's letter was, in a certain degree^ explanatory of the 
follies of the prince, though it did not name any vices ; 
it also eiqpressed a confident opinion^ that> united to a 
person of amiabiKty and worth, like the princess, aU 
good would result. 

It will be readily admitted, that the good opinion 
of the king^ tihieir brother^ was an extra inducement 
to the fond and indulgent parents of the prmcess to 
urge them to plead in behalf of her acceptance of this 
offer ; and we must admit, also, this was a natural re- 
sult The letter of the prince was soon after delivered 
by the duke to his daughter, accompanied by the re- 
mark> '^ I hope my dear CaroJine will one day be the 
hawy queen of a Le «»d happy nation. lJtta,my 
child^ and, after thinking seriotisly, decide prudently.'^ 
The princess retired, and read the strange epistle ztnit^ 
ten by the prince. She knew not what to think, how 
to judge, or in what way to decide, — reasons for 
which we will shortly give. 

At length, after a few hours of rest and enjoyment, 
the courier departed. He arrived safely at St. James', 
delivered the entrusted reply, and retired. 

Early in the ensuing year, 

1795, 

preparations were made, upon a moderate scale, to 
receive this princess as the intended wife of the heu:- 
apparent. Here we must digress a little, and inquire 
into the conduct and piursuits of the Prince of Wales 
in this intermediate space. From the best sources. 
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the reply is the same : ^' He was dissolute in every 
sense of the word, associated with the very dregs of 
society, of both sexes." Yet this same personage was 
about to be allied, according to the outward xisages of 
the church, to a princess of the most opposite princi- 
ples and sentiments. 

Many times has he become the father of innocent 
victims, who were doomed to perish in a workhouse, or 
be consigned to a premature grave ! How improbable 
then was it, that his heart could or should yearn over 
the issue of a UUter connexion, more particularly when 
that was the last resource to extricate him from an 
immense debt, and irremediable disgrace f Well^ 
indeed, might his companions say, '^ the princess may 
hear, in the joyfiil peal, (after her vows) the surer knell 
of her happiness." Most truly the result proved the 
truth of their prophetic announcement. 

Previously to the arrival of Caroline, it was 
arranged by the queen, that persons of distinction, 
upon whom she could depend in this instance, should 
attend upon her highness, and a selection was made 
accordingly. It was well known Lady Jersey was 
one ; of her character or intriguing disposition, we 
need not say more than announce, that her favours 
had been at the command of the prince for some con- 
siderable time previously to this year. Her disposi- 
tion was cruel ; for, unless that quality had been 
invested in her ladyship, the queen would not have 
given her orders in a manner so undisguised and bold. 
Cruelty and Vice are, nevertheless, inseparable com- 
panions. 
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At length, the princess arrived, . and set her foot 
upon these (to her) inhospitable shores. On the 8th 
of April, the formality of a marriage ceremony took 
place, at the palace of St. James. The king was 
particularly attentive to the princess, but not so the 
queen, who manifested an xmbending haughtiness^ 
and sometimes lost sight of etiquette so far, that sar-* 
casm was too evidently visible. 

The princesses were in too much fear of their 
mother to bestow any particular notice, except one 
of them ; and,, on retiring for the night to Chiton 
House, the princess was attended only by those invi- 
dious characters who had deliberately planned her 
ruin. The pens of several historians have recorded, 
that by some inaccuracy or defect in demeanour, the 
prince received an unexpected impression unfavourable 
to her royal highness ; but such was not the case. It 
is true, that the conduct of the prince was not of the 
most gentlemanly kind, but of this little notice was 
taken. Her royal highness was resolved to forbear 
from any unpleas^t x^omplainiogs, as she was now 
separated from her much-beloved home and friends. 
She plainly saw she had exchanged to her disadvan- 
tage ; and, in the disappointment of her heart, she fre- 
quently deplored the cruel change. Many times has 
she been obliged to witness the various favourites of 
the prince receiving those attentions and enjoying 
those smiles which ought to have been her's only. 

In a conversation with the prince, shortly after their 
nuptials, (if sUch an appellation may be used) her 
royal highness said, ^'that, after the candour with 
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which she had explained herself^ she certainly felt 
entitled to the respectful attentions of his highness, 
and she could not endure the insults she was conti- 
nually receiving from his mistresses and coarse asso- 
ciates/' This gentle remonstrance was repeated by 
this ^* all-accomplished gentleman" when he next met 
his half-drunken companions, and their in&tny was 
heightened by their malicious abuse of this nmch- 
injured lady. 

The princess now seldom saw her husband. His 
nights were spent with women and wine ; he was most 
frequently carried to bed, totally unconsdous of all 
around him. Gaming supplied his leisure hours, and 
common scenes of immorality and debauchery were 
but a faint outline of the routine of each succeeding 
day. Such were the deportment and character of 
the man, or monster , who was to be invested with 
power over millions of brave, generous, and indus- 
trious people. 

It was imposidble for such an one to have retained 
in his confidence one upright, conscientious person. 
The soul sickens at the retrospect; hxA we must pursue 
the subject. 

The king was the only friend in whom the princess 
could repose any confidence, and she unburdened 
herself unreservedly. The king was much incensed 
at the indignities heaped upon the daughter of his 
sister, and, but for the apparent situation of his 
niece, he would have reconunended to her other 
measures. 

In opposition to all remonstrances and advice, the 
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prince gradually srnik deq)er into the vortex of vice, 
and very frequently expressed himself in high hopi^s 
that the princess would soon he got rid of* He still 
remained ignorant of the confidence the princess had 
reposed in her uncle ; and well was it for her he was 
ignorant of it, as it must be asserted, that his passion 
was extreme, and rage might have had such a pre- 
eminence as to have induced him to add another 
FOUL DEED to Ms nwmheT* 

This fatal year, more than twenty-five millions 
were required, eighteen of which were raised by 
loam ! Here it is our duty to state how progres- 
sively the " national debt" was incurred, partly /or the 
immoderate extravagance of those who ought to have 
acted as models for imitation at home, and partly by 
unjmt and destrMtive vrais abroad \ until. we became 
any thing and every thing but a free people ! 



The 7th of January, 



1796, 



the princess was safely delivered of a daughter, whose 
birth, in some measure, assuaged the sorrows and 
miseries of her forlorn condition. The Duke of 
Clarence might have very frequently repeated his ex- 
pressions, dehvered in the House of Lords in the pre- 
ceding June, when he said, " Unless suitable provi- 
sion were made for the prince, the Princess of Wales, 
a LOVELY AND AMIABLE WOMAN, must feel hcTself torn 
from her family, (although her mother was the king's 
sister) removed from all her early connexions, &c." 
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Ah ! William Henry^ how much were you prepared to 
shew this was a speech . in favour of jiour cousin and 
mter4n4aw f It was only for the iiggrandizement of 
your spendthrift brother's resources ! 

Time will render perfectly intelligible this mystery, 
and we will be impartial in our *' Annals of Infamy !" 

To oblige the queen, the young princess was named 
Charlotte. Alas ! was not such fair acknowledgement 
of name sufBicient to denote that its possessor^ so 
closely in descent from her Majesty, must one day 

« 

become a bankrupt in happiness or principle, or both ? 
Let the sequel tell. 

Those persons more immediately about the person 
of the Princess of Wales were best capable to form 
an opinion of her maternal tenderness, and of the 
prince's negligence : the proo& of affectionate solici- 
tude on the part of the mother, contrasted with the 
caresses and indifference of the &ther, deserves public 
explanation. The first time the prince saw his child, 
his countenance was not in the least illuminated by any 
ray of pleasure, and he contented himself by merely 
observing, ^* It is a fine girl." The princess after- 
wards acknowledged she was disappointed, as she had 
hoped his heart was not entirely debased, or his sense 
of virtue altogether lost ; but this fond, this very na- 
tural hope was doomed to disappointment, and while 
this desolate lady was nursing her most tenderly-be- 
loved child, the prince was walking and riding out 
openly and shamelessly, with Mrs. Fitzherbert and 
Lady Jersey ! Would not the poor cottager have been 
abashed to hear of his fellow-labourer*s similar con- 
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duct, even in the most humble station t)f life, and of 
necessity devoid of ten thousand advantages this 
personage had derived from birth and education? 
Yes, doubtless, and he who could so act was no other, 
and deserved to be named as no other, than a volup- 
tuotis brute ! ! ! 

It was much to be regretted at this time, that all 
the very heavy taxation and increase of debt were said 
to be in consequence of the '^ king's great predilection 
for the lavish expenditures of the royal family, and his 
anxious determination to continue the disastrous war/' 
Such were not his Majesty's desires, but exactly the 
reverse. 

. A formal separation took place this year between 
the prince and princess, and certainly her royal high- 
ness deserved much more general sympathy than she 
then experienced. The nobility were uncertain which 
side to espouse, and therefore,* for want oi principle to 
do that which their consciences said was right, they 
fell imperceptibly into error ; for it was indispensably 
necessary, that those who wished to stand well with 
the queen and prince must withdraw from all intimacy 
with the Princess of Wales f 

The immense amount for the supply this year was. . 
above thirty-eight millions ! about twenty of which 
were raised by loans ! 

The year 

1797 

was indeed a disastrous period. The heavy burdens 

F 
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imposed to sapply the insatiate thirst for ^var^ and 
keep an equally gorgeous appearance at Court, re- 
duced the middle classes of people to want and dis- 
traction. While the prince and his fia.wning courtiers 
were revelling in every obscenity^ and glutting them- 
selves with the prospect which still cotitinued^ that 
to-morrow.would be more abundant, thoufisnds,^ — nay, 
millions, — ^in England and Ireland were pen^iing for 
want of bread ! The hungry, starved poor . could 
not, and did not, receive redress fix)m their n^rciless, 
overbearing oppressors ; and, .from this ne^Jgenc^ on 
their part, thefts and petty robberies prev^iLed, and 
the jails were filled with the poor and needy, who 
had stolen to prevent themselves, from starving^ . I>ur- 
ing this well-known period of sorrow, the qonduct 
of the ministry proved an entire indifference^ on their 
part, to save the great proportion of the people 
from inevitable ruin* Splendid entertainments^ at 
an immense expense, were frequently given, and the 
lofty halls of palaces rang with the loud shouts 
of conviviality and profanity! Such recitals may* 
to some persons, ap|>^ar incred9>le, or too highly co- 
loured ; but we too well know their reality, and feel 
it too delicate a matter to enter into the minutise of 
the infamous transactions practised by the Prince of 
Wales, in unison with some othei:s of his itoily^ be- 
cause the enumeration of such baseness would cause 
the " burning blush of shame" to tinge every cheek. 
Well might the princQ, in his memorable letter to 
the princess in the preceding year, say, " Our incli- 
nations are not suited to each other.'* He was correct ; 
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they were not suited, neither did the Princess Caroline 
ever desire they should be, because General Lee could 
testify, that the prince had more propensities than 
propriety suggested ! 

In this most pressing and trying case, when the 
mind of the princess was wrought up to such a point 
of agony that no longer could be concealed, she re- 
solved upon an interview with the queen, when she 
told her, that Carlton House could no longer be ki- 
habited by her, as the in&mous scenes she was too 
often obliged to witiiess were of a description so no- 
toriously abominable, that decency was most grossly 
outraged ! Her Majesty supported the right of the 
prince to choose his own associates, and, at the same 
time, stated, as her opinion, that it was very disagree- 
able to the prince to have her in town at all, and it 
was proper the princess should remove to some dis- 
tance agreeable to herself, where the prince might not 
be under the necessity of meeting her, when he had 
occasion to spend any time at the palace. 

It may be presumed, the princess left the presence 
of the queen with a heart full of disappointment and 
chagrin. She found herself surrounded by persons, 
on whose confidence she could not depend ; bnt, on 
the contrary, she knew they ivere in awe of the 
queen. She was neglected and insulted by the prince, 
who ought to have defended and protected her, and 
thus was she as a desolate, isolated being, with her in- 
fant, whose smile only cheered her gloomy moments. 

The amount required for this year's service was 
more than forty-two millions of money. 

F 2 
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The year 1798 

presented a continuation of grievances amongst most 
classes in humble life. Revelry and uproarious riot 
were ever to be found in the residences of the royal, 
yet unnatural^ husband of the princess ; and^ each 
succeeding year, he and his associates sank lower than 
the preceding one in all sorts of infamous engage- 
ments. He had at his conmiand some of the most 
desperate and inhuman characters by which society 
was ever debased. One in particular, M'Mahon, who 
would at any time seduce a female from her home, 
under some specious pretence, in order to take her as 
a prize to his master, whose favour thereby might be 
secured. 

The intrigues of the Duke of York were also of a 
most abandoned character; and the other brothers 
not only merit, but shall find, a space in our volume, 
whenever we shall emblazon their deeds. During 
Frederick's residence in Germany, he contracted 
habits and indulged in excesses, which are abhorrent 
to nature, and we should be spared much deep humi- 
Uation, as Enghshmen, if we had not occasion to recur 
again to these sickening facts ; but the recording angel 
of Truth forbids our silence, and, therefore, we dare 
not disobey her mandate. Consequently, we must 
explore the every recess of the Augean stable. 

The year 1799 

win be remembered^ and reference made to it, as long 
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as humanity can reflect upon the desolations and ca- 
lamities occasioned by war. Blood flowed in seas, and 
the earth in many quarters was covered with " killed 
and wounded." 

In the mean time, the minister at home was racking 
his brains how new taxes might be levied, to supply 
the offensive means for the continuation of carnage. 
Property, liberty, — nay, even life itself, — ^were deemed 
toys in the hands of this man, whose passions seemed 
to centre in rapine, enmity, and ambition. His heart 
was steeled against the cry of the widow and the 
plaintive sigh of the destitute orphan. 

The queen's account in the day of retribution must 
be rather enormous, for the minister acted in concert 
with her upon this complicated trickery ; and it was 
presimied by them to be their most prudent part to 
drain the resources of the people to their last ability ^ 
and not to yield to any overtures of peace, whatever 
offers might be made. This year, France made pro- 
posals of peace with these kingdoms ; but all offers 
were refused, and war, desolating war, with all its 
attendant and consequent horrors, reared its " gory 
banners" over a principal part of the world ! The 
deep-sounding trumpet and heavy discharge of artil- 
lery might, for the moment, overpower the groans of 
the dying, and prevent them from reaching the ear ; 
but the spectacle was the same, and the poor wretch 
who had received a musket-ball through his heart was 
thrown upon the pile of corpses, or trodden under the 
numberless hoofs of infuriated horses. We will leave 
this heart-rending scene, and turn to the licentious 
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prince^ whose court was generally filled by a nest of 
harlots. His royal highness was anxious to get rid of 
the princess entirely, and most heartily did the queen 
concur in his wishes. Tlie difficult part of the task 
was, the cormderatwn and organization of those 
measures most likely to promote the desired end. 
Her letters, addressed to her fiamily, resident in 
Brunswick, had many times been opened, and some- 
times even suppressed ! 

The princess was too open and ingenuous in cha- 
racter to obtain the queen's approbation, and there- 
fore, after the several repulses manifested by her 
Majesty, Caroline was justly incensed at her uncalled- 
for and unprovoked haughtiness, and overbearing 
manners. The unsuspecting nature of the princess 
prevented her from the least suspicion. She has 
many times said, *^ Had I been suspicious, pray, what 
should I have feared? The queen, from the first 
moment I saw her, frowned upon me, and very little 
I said or did pleased her, so I never thought I was an 
object of any consequence to her Majesty.'* These 
were the reasonings of native, unsophisticated feel- 
ings, and well would it have been for the queen if 
her heart had been equally open, and her language 
equally candid. 

The year 

1800 

was a continuation of dissentioii and discord. 

Twice in this year, the king's life was attempted ; 
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once in Hyde Park, and again, on the same evening, 
at Dniry-lane theatre ; the first ,was by a ball car- 
tridge, and the latter by a pistol. In the Court, the 
same lavish display as formerly was continued, and 
the royal means were not curtailed. It was said, that 
the king declined having more than one course served 
up, but this was merely nomnal, and had it eve^ been 
so, the country did not benefit by the change, as the 
allowances were not lessened, but, in many instances, 
very much increased. 

Such was the scarcity of provisions this year, that 
the generaUty of the population existed upon a scanty 
portion of potatos during the twenty^our . hours. 
Bread was not within the power of the poor to obtain, 
as the quartern loaf, mixed with all sorts of delete- 
rious ingredients, sold for twenty-one pence ! This 
year was also rendered of immortal memory by the 
Union of Ireland with England, firom which time the two 
Houses of Legislature have been denominated '' The 
United Parhament.'' The amounts required for this 
and the last year were nearly the same as &)t 1798. 

« 

In the early part of the year 

1801, 

» 

it was announced that the king had taken a severe 
cold, while hunting, and, in consequence, was not 
able to go to the several concerts, to which he had 
previously given the promise of his attendance and 
patronage; but the indisposition was mental, not 
bodily. His Majesty was so exceedingly distressed at 
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the base and unworthy conduct of his son to his 
niece^ the princess^ that he said frequently, it was 
more than a father could bear. Many times ivould 
he order his horse to be brought^ and^ requesting his 
attendants not to follow him^ pursue his way towards 
Blackheath^ to the residence of the princess, sympa- 
thizing with her sorrows, and, more especially, 
in the intended removal of her child ; for even at 
this early period, when she was but four years of age, 
the queen would signify her commands that the young 
princess should pass some days with her, either in 
London or Windsor, whichever was most convenient 
to her Majesty. 

\ Notwithstanding the extreme scarcity of money, 
and the tremendous price of food, the queen and the 
youiiger branches of her family continued to give 
their splendid entertainments, as expense was the 
last consideration, when it was known the country 
was to supply the means. Oh ! John Bull, thy gulli- 
Ulity has, for more than half a century, been more 
than proverbial ! 

On the 29th of October, the king opened the House 
in person, and announced the conclusion of war. 
Parhament then adjourned tiU after the Christmas re- 
cess. We must announce that the money required this 
year exceeded the amount of the two former years. 

The year 

1802 

was ushered in under no very trifling embarrassments 
and engagements. The vitals of the people were 
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nearly destroyed by the long enormous . taxation they 
had endured, and it was doubtless owing to the into* 
lerable load they had sustained, and still expected to 
endure, that any disagreeable sentiments were enter- 
tained upon the subject of liberty, in contrast with the 
late usurping power forced upon them to aid in carry- 
ing on the war. 

The recess having terminated, the House met. The 
chancellor came forward to shew that the sovereign's 
pecuniary afiairs were very much in arrear. After 
bringing forward his plan of finance, he was obliged to 
inform the House that certain taxes had been mort- 
gaged by Mr .Pitt, (who had now resigned) for which 
the present minister must provide. To defray this 
expense, very heavy additional duties were imposed on 
beer, malt, hops, &c. A considerable addition was 
also made to the assessed taxes, and upon imports and 
exports. At this period, the whole of the '' frmded 
debt," including the loan of the present year, amounted 
to five hundred and forty millions, and the mterest 
was annually seventeen millions sterling! On the 
7th of May, Mr. Nichol moved that an address be 
presented to his Majesty, thanking him for the re- 
moval of Mr. Pitt from his councils, when Lord 
Belgrave rose, and moved an amendment, expressive 
of the high approbation of that House respecting 
the character and conduct of the late minister and his 
colleagues. In the face of all opposition. Lord Bel- 
grave's amendment was carried by more than four to 
one, as also a second motion, by Sir H. Mildmay, 
" that the thanks of the House be given to the Bight 
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Hon. Mr. Pitt These discussions seemed to increase 
Mr. Pitt's popularity, and on the occasion of his next 
birth-day. Earl Spencer, late first Lord of the Admi- 
ralty, gave as a toast to the company, '^ The Pilot, 
who weathered the storm." 

In the latter part of this year, much fear was excited, 
lest hostilities should again arise between France and 
England, and such was the general opinion at the 
commencement of the year 

1803, 

when the king directed a message to the House, 
recommending ^^ the embarrassed state of the Prince 
of Wales to their attention f and, in consequence^ sixty 
thousand pounds annually were further settled upon 
his royal highness, to continue for three years and a 
half. This sum was not near sufficient to meet his en- 
gagements, though, at the same time, Mr. Caloraft had 
the nerve to move &irther, that means might be granted 
to enable the prince to resume his state and dignity ! 
But it was ^negatived. The supphes voted for the 
public service thjs year amounted to above fifty-six 
millions t 

England again declared war against France^ and 
men and money were in no inconsiderable request. 
Mr. Addington was not so popular as his predecessor 
in the capacity of minister ; he had more humanityi 
and was not calculated to ^idure the load of obloquy 
which he received, as he considered himself free from 
the charge of having destroyed the prospects of the 
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country by the immense debt then contracted ; for that 
ivas the arrangement of Mr. Pitt. 

Those who knew the intricate and perplexed state 
of affairs^ within the Court, were only able to judge 
how long Mr. Addington's minis^ would continue^ 
and also^ why it was brought info action. Alas ! not 
merely or intentionally to satisfy the liberal politicians, 
or to change any part of our poUcy. Widely opposite 
were the motives, which proved the mainHsprings to the 
meditated result. The queen intended to press the 
king for an increase of income, to a serious amoiuit, 
for herfavourite.spendthfift, and she asked the minist^ 
how it might be best attained. The plan was there^ 
fore concerted, and as Pitt dared not, so soon, again 
ask for any ftirther advances, a new minister might, 
if shielded by the royal message. 

If this be not juggUng and acting ynth the most 
abominable treachery and hypocrii^, we must for ever 
give up our churn to the possession of one iota of com* 
men understanding ; and, as we proceed, we will tell 
the gentle or indignant reader, whichever he may be, 
in what way this enormous debt was contracted, and 
we have httle or no doubt, that he will be as incensed 
as ourselves, and will be ready to exclaim, ^' Was this 
the policy pursued by that paragon of her sex. Queen 
Charlotte? — she who was at all times revered for 
her piety, and admired for her inexpressible and un- 
spotted virtue .'" Yes, reader, the same ; the only dif- 
ference is, you have formerly beheld her in borrowed 
plumes, — ^we present her in her own ! 

Before we proceed further, we ought to take a 
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retrospective view of the Princess of Wales. We for 
merly aUuded to some confidential commumcatiom 
made by her to her uncle. The suspicious and mean 
characters, then placed about her pereon, reported to 
the queen eveiy interview which the king had vnthhis 
daughter-in-law, and represented the imprudence of 
such an intimacy. From this time, the prince profmd 
to believe the king was improperly interested in the 
cause of the princess, and spies were placed in vari- 
ous situations, to give notice of all visiters and visiti 
the princess received and paid. Notwithstanding, theii 
most ardent wishes were disappointed, and they could 
not fix upon any action, which they were able to prove, 
to affect her honour or virtue. In the mean time, 
only child was removed from her, without the en- 
joyment of whose endearing society, life was a mere 
blank. 

In proportion as the prince was applauded, and 
the queen supported him, in the very same proportion 
was the princess abused and insulted. With respect 
to pecuniary afl^rs, every honest and upright person 
saw the strange disproportion m the various incomes 
of the several members of the famfly ; for the princess 
who had to keep an entirely distinct and separate' 
establishment at her sole expense, was aUowed no 
more than twenty-two thousand pounds per annum, 
while the other members, who were chiefly expensive 
to the king, had their salaries granted, without refer- 
ence to this subject. Yet it was expected that the eti- 
quette of rank should bemaintamed, and with an equal 
ostentatious display as if means were proportionately 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 77 

, provided to defray such expenses. We ought also to 
r- say^ that^ although livmg upon the establishment of 
^ . the king^ the queen's real independent income was 
,,, fifty-eight thousand pounds a year ! Ought we not 
, to ask why the princess was thus neglected and shame- 
.p ftilly insulted ? — ^left in debt, and in extreme perplexity 
of circumstances, for which the family must ever be 
considered mean and imjust. 
r^ How was her royal highness to act in this trying 
case ? If she had retired to private life, then she 
.^ must have been pronounced as an improper person 
1 to retain the high and great station which she had 
formerly occupied. If appearances were to be main- 
tained, and royal splendour to be continued, she 
. must mix with certain society, and debt be the 
inevitable consequence. The princess felt there were 
points, beyond which a virtuous, insulted female could 
not shew forbearance, and it is very probable, that a 
female like herself had never endured the galling yoke 
of oppression so heavily as herself. 



i 



We now proceed to the year 

1804, 

which commenced amidst the ravages of war, and 
preparations for further desolations abroad. 

His Majesty's health was very indijfferent, and, in 
February, an oflScial bulletin announced his malady. 
It was said to be a very slight attack ; but we are sorry 
to say it was, to the king, of the greatest importance. 
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and considerably accelerated by the improprieties of 
his family. 

.. Little did the nation imagme tiie causes, little did 
the people think, that the fiunily of the soyereign 
(to whose individual income they had so promptly 
and. munificently contributed) were the causes of fas 
acute anxieties ! 

His sons were deeply embarrassed by plat ! Their 
fmuile connexions were of a very dubious eharacier, 
and their engagements in the world, generally peal- 
ing, were far beyond then* powers to discharge. His 
daughters were also composed of the frailtibs, as 
well as the exc^ences, of human nature. Bom and 
educated in a Coiurt, they believed themselves of su- 
perior worth. The pleasures and enjoyments of life 
were ever waiting for their acquiescence, and their 
approval gave great echt to any undertaking patro- 
nized by them. Their exercise on horsebadc must 
also be attended by certain persons, occupying certain 
stations in life, and a variety of opportunities, there- 
fore, were frequently aiforded them, in which softer 
subjects met the ear ! 

We do not intend to oiBTer any apology here 
for derelictions from virtue ; but humanity com- 
mands some delicacy of expression, seeing that these 
females were subject to barbarous laws, and that 
affection, sympathy, and regard, were not considered 
worthy of cultivation. 

. The king's mind was distracted by what he con- 
sidered the loss of virtue in one of his daughters ; ^ 
theipain and agony he enduied, lest the cireumstance 
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filiould tramiqpire^ are not to be represaited by lan- 
guage. 

After quietness, in some measure, was restored, the 
health of hkt Majesty improved gradually, and, on the 
29th of March, he was declared to be convalescent. 

Mr. Addington's administration was much opposed, 
and, in May, Mr. Pitt agam assumed the reins of 
power or govermnent. War and devastation conse- 
quently increased. In October, it was said the king 
and prince were reconciled; but the substance of that 
reconciliation was not made known to the nation. 

The queen had resolved to oblige h^ l^avourite son, 
and promote his wishes, by finally relieving him from 
any farther engagements with the princess, his wife ; 
but> of the various ' schemes then in action, the king 
was keptentirely igm)rant. 

In this year, the health of Mr. Pitt began to fail ; 
his ardour seemed cooled, and he experienced short 
intervals of extreme debility and pain. 

In the year 

1805, 

certain existing evils rendered it needful and expe- 
dient^ in the opinion of the ministry, that the English 
nation dwuld fear an invasion from Buonaparte. We 
will s^. WHY they deemed it necessary. Because the 
burdens of the poor were immense ! thousands of 
femilies must be stripped of their scanty apparel, their 
&w mean and simple articles of fruniture, and their 
humble home, for the purpose of enabling the ^^ hydra- 
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headed monster" of corruption to pursue his unli- 
mited course over this insulted nation ! An after-date 
in these Records will supply all rational explanation 
of this period, and throw a sun-beam upon these mys- 
terious transactions. 

Mr. Pitt, cool as he was on many subjects, could 
not avoid feeling pangs of remorse at the continual 
impositions he was necessarily compelled to make (in 
various shapes) upon the people. His unbending 
pride would not permit him to name his uneasiness to 
the queen, as he well knew her inflexible temper 
and disposition would not permit her to receive any 
opinion in preference to her own. He soon resigned 
his earthly vexation upon this point, as he became 
so indisposed as not to be able to attend his affairs, 
either state or pohtical, and was obliged to seek for 
repose. 

At the commencement of the year 

1806, 

the House was opened by commission ; but an address 
was omitted, on account of the absence of the minis- 
ter, who was then seriously indisposed. On the 
23d of January, Mr. Pitt expired, in the forty- 
seventh year of his age. He died insolvent ; forty 
thousand poimds were voted to discharge his debts, 
and also means to defray the expenses of his funeral ! 
After the death of Mr. Pitt, Mr. Fox joined the 
ministry ; and, at the same time. Lord Sidmouth was 
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admitted into the cabinet! But Mr. F. did not 
retain his situation long, for his health declined, and 
he died on the 13th of September. Of this great states- 
man we may say, *' Take him for all in all, we ne'er 
shall look upon his hke again." He was an unbend- 
ing patriot, possessed of great poUtical abiUty, and 
loved, as well as advocated, the cause of Liberty. 

Light and shade are requisite to form a correct pic- 
ture ; we must, therefore, give the shade in Mr. Fox's 
portraiture. He permitted private friendship, in one 
instance, to over-balance public duty. We refer to 
the language he used in the House, in April, 1787, 
which was decidedly against his conscience. He there 
denied the marriage between the prince and Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert, when, in fact, he assisted at that marriage ; 
but, because he had engaged secrecy to the prince, he 
spoke falsely in denying it, rather than break his pro- 
mise upon the subject. 

Mr. Pitt's death was of considerable consequence 
to the queen, and perhaps impelled the ardour 
of her determination to get her favourite son's 
affair settled as soon as possible. The last resource 
which seemed practicable was obtaining some docu- 
ment as evidence against the moral character of the 
princess. 

By the queen's express desire. Lady Douglas had 
removed her abode, nearly six years previously, close 
to Blackheath, and she was purposely employed to 
invent some dishonourable report against the princess. 

The Princess of Wales accidentally became acr 

G 
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quainted ^th Lady Douglas^ and from that period 
no pains were spared on the part of Lady D. to 
increase that acquaintance^ until her intentions were 
cotnpleted^ and her object attained. The most assi- 
duous attentions and the most extravagant pains were 
used to entrap the generous mind of the princess; but 
as the object in view was so immensely greats so did 
the means for its accomplishment become equally 
numerous. 

This intimacy commenced in 1801^ and terminated 
in 1804 ; yet in this year did these base designing slan- 
derers^ by secret application^ obtain an opportunity 
to viUify, outrage^ and insult the princess, in con- 
nexion with nearly every branch of the royal family^ 
who were too closely united in one general interest. 

The only patriotic members, Kent and Sussex, ap- 
peared much wrought upon by the specious and 
abonunable &brication brought forward by these un- 
principled, time-serving, and heartless enemies. 

Athough their statements and depositions were 
taken so fuUy, and examined so closely, — ^although 
the prince pursued the subject with such unfeeling 
barbarity, — ^yet the princess was acquitted, most 
honourably acquitted. 

To any rational inquirer, the wickedness of the 
Douglas statement is, beyond doubt, most palpable. 
It is full of improbabilities, of contradictions, and 
absurdities, which well merited punishment. Had 
a similar insult or flagrant transgression been offered 
to the royal fiunily, in the person of any other than 
the Princess of Wales, would not the whole have 
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arisen, in defence and prosecution, en masse f Nay, 
^irould not the insulting falsehoods and infamous 
assertions have been proved treasonable ? Yes, un- 
doubtedly ; but, because the injured Princess of Wales 
was the intended victim of the con^iracy, although 
so gloriously acquitted, yet no prosecution followed ; 
neither did any branch of the family exemplify an 
undisguised pleasurable feeling upon the conclusion of 
this disgracefully iniquitous business ! 

As if in this year a deluge of sadness and sorrow, 
in addition to all other trials and injuries, were to fall 
upon this persecuted lady, she had to suffer one heavy, 
irreparable loss ; it was that of her father, William, 
Duke of Brunswids, at the memorable* battle of Jena, 
October 14th. 

Although seventy-one years of age, the chief com- 
mand was confided to him ; towards the close of the 
engagement, the duke received a mortal wound, and 
died in defence of his country* 

His character is beyond praise J his name shall be 
his monument ! If at any period the princess needed 
the kind and soothing bahn of friendship, it was at 
this tr3dng jimcture. Her friends were few in number, 
and their friendship was of an evanescent description. 
They sometimes profesSed their readiness to serve her, 
and eulogised her greatness of mind and talent ; yet, 
when brought to the 'point by public opinion and in- 
quiry, they very generally expressed their sentiments^ 
equivocally y or with some portion of hesitatit)n calcu- 
lated to injure, rather than benefit, the cause they 
ought to have served. 

62 
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Mr. Canning was, professedly, a particular friend 
of her royal highness ; so also was Mr. Whitbread, as 
well as several other public characters ; but. how far 
they merited the appellation, the sequel will discover 

How wretched must have been the Princess Char- 
lotte now, nearly deprived of all communication with 
her affectionate mother, — ^without any one to whom 
she could freely speak of her sorrows and anxious 
wishes. 

The year 

1807 

commenced with selfish men in oifice, who contrived 
selfish measures for the continued purposes of corrup- 
tion. 

The king was very imbecile ; the queen and the 
prince intimidated him from acting honourably to- 
wards the Princess of "Wales, as he had committed 
himself, by his fatal marriage and act of BIGAMY; 
and as his mind became proportionately depressed by 
the perplexities of his situation, so did his conduct 
become influenced, as they desired it ; until, at length, 
he was a mere automaton, through which they con- 
veyed their seeming doubts. 

Every one knows, that in a case of any vital 
importance to character, delay causes suspicion, 
suspicion begets mistrust, and so on do these i^- 
jmious sentiments or opinions proceed, until, ere 
trial and full evidence be allowed, the injured party 
has suffered unjustly in a two-fold way. 
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Thus it was here. To oblige the queen, the king 
postponed seeing his daughter-in-law, from time to 
time, imtil at length they dare not delay ftirther. 

From the active part which Mr. Percival had 
taken in defence of the princess, especially his book, 
w^hich made so much noise in the world, the queen 
thought it prudent to advise his being accommodated 
-with office. She made her will known to the prince, 
who was very happy to concur in the suggestion, but 
only feared an obstacle in Mr. P.'s rigid virtue. This, 
however, was not insurmountable, and Mr. P. was 
made " Chancellor of the Exchequer ;" Mr. Canning 
was also made '^ Secretary for Foreign Affairs," and 
Lord Castlereagh, " Secretary for the Department of 
War and the Colonies." 

Thus were two of the former advocates of the 
Princess of Wales enUsted under the banners of her 
most deadly enemies. 

Our language here must not be thought too unmea- 
sured or severe ; for we well know, many times, while 
sitting at the festive board, the prince has raised the 
goblet to his Ups, and drank *' to the speedy damnation 
of the princess" It was very perceptible that the royal 
party were well aware of the injustice practised against 
the princess ; but, as they had resolved to cany their 
diaboUcal intentions into execution, so they also re- 
solved to do it with all possible despateh. 

The least the late friends of the princess could do 
was, when called upon, still to defend her ;.but hmnan 
beings can articulate sounds, and be equally communi- 
cative with their optical faculties. An individual, who 
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accepts place amongst those whom he formerly dis- 
pised^ as not possessing any claims to the confidence 
of those he served^ renders himself equally as unworthy 
as he formerly supposed them to be. 

For the present, we will abstain from further remarks 
upon these two late principal friends. 

Upon hearing of the Duke of Brunswick's deathi 
the king could do no less than solicit the 
duchess, his sister, to visit England. As the coimtry 
around her was in a deplorable state, added to the 
gloom in consequence of her severe loss, she deter- 
mined to revisit this country^ and arrived at the house 
of the Princess of Wales, at Blackheath, on the 7th oi 
July, in one of her royal highness' carriages. 

The princess was so overpowered at this interview 
as to cause the duchess much serious disquiet ; she 
saw there were some causes for sorrow, the particulars 
of which she was yet ignorant. 

The princess afterwards appeared soothed ; and this 
short interview, cheered by a fond mother's presence, 
was indeed a solace to her lacerated heart. 

The king went from Windsor to see his* sister and 
the queen ; the Princess Charlotte,, and several other 
members of the family also, went to pay their respects 
to the duchess. 

Thus, though common or decent attention was 
refrised the daughter, while mourning over her early 
misfortunes and recent losses, yet, when her moti^er 
arrived, some little regard must be paid to etiquette, 
although the daughter was to receive the visiters. But 
so it was. Poor Queen Charlotte, how hard it was for 
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her to vouchsafe or condescend to let &I1 one smile 
upon Caroline ! 

After this visits the mother and daughter were of 
necessity explicit, and they mourned over the seeming 
hard destiny each was doomed to experience. 

During the remainder of this year, the king became 
more and more incapacitated for business of any sort ; 
he could not distinguish any object by colour or size^ 
and was led from one place to another as if in the 
last stage of blindness. The long-continued, distrac- 
tions of his mind, and the anxiety yet remaining, caused 
his rational moments to be most gloomy. His favourite 
daughter was incurably diseased with a scrofulous 
disorder, from which she suffered dreadfully, and nature 
seemed to decline. Throughout the whole of his 
family, the poor monarch had but little gratification, 
as every individual composing it was separately under 
her Majesty's controul. To have contradicted her 
order or command would have been attended with no 
very pleasant consequences. 

We now enter upon the year 

1808, 

in which the first session of parliament Was opened by 
commission on the 21st January,— the king's indispo- 
sition still preventing him from going in person. At this 
period, a very strong sensation was excited against the 
continuance of the PENSION LIST. The productive 
classes had ascertained, in a very correct way, how the 
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fruits of their industry were devoured, and they felt 
themselves imposed upon in the highest degree, and 
resolved to try rational entreaty and petition ere any 
acts of violence should be committed by them. The 
number of these classes, in each large town, was im- 
mensely great, and they only needed system to obtain, 
by their simple petition, what they resolved to obtain 
at all hazards ; but the authorities knew the incapaci- 
tated state of the sufferers, in the absence of that 
system, and therefore were prepared to refiise their 
appeals. 

In March, the city of London (John Ansley, mayor) 
petitioned both Houses for parliamentary reform, and 
the abolition of all sinecure places and pensions ; but 
they received the expense attendant upon their exer- 
tions for their reward, and the mortification of the 
ministers' apathy for their satisfaction. 

Popular indignation is not easily allayed ; extreme 
appearances may for a time be concealed, but, event- 
ually, they will break forth with ten-fold force. The 
public reasoned upon a rational ground : they said, 
'* Our strength is spent to support an enemy'' 
Their resolve to be free was the dictate of an uner- 
ring and fixed principle. The blandishments of folly, 
and the encouragement given to imposition, have 
rendered the industrious and honest citizen a prey to 
the lordlings of arbitrary power ; and so long as he 
can assist to supply means whereby their cravings 
may be satisfied, so long do they seem to suppose 
he lives to a sufficient purpose. 

Under these circumstances, the oppressed classes 



-^ 
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were perfectly justifiable m making a stand against 
further innovation ; and also in resisting the intolera- 
ble injustice in force against them. Still the adminis- 
tration continued inexorable to the pressing prayers 
and miserable condition of the people« The poUtical 
disease was rapidly advancing to a crisis. 

Similar distress and dissatis&ction existed at the 
conunencement of the year 

1809: 

provisions were dear^ and labour scarce ; yet an ad- 
ditional sum was required for the state^ to uphold its 
secret machinations^ and pervert the ends of justice. 

It will be well remembered that, in this year, the 
celebrated Mrs. Mary Ann Clark, formerly a mistress 
of the Duke of York, appeared at the bar of the House 
of Commons,, as evidence against him. But we must 
now speak of a higher power than his royal highness, 
even of the virtuous and generous queen ! 

The fluctuations of the public fonds was an oppor- 
tune chance for speculation, and the queen's love of 
money induced her to turn her sources of informa- 
tion to the best account ; she therefore acted in concert 
with her broker, and immediately, upon aay rise tak- 
ing place, she '' sold out," and when gloom overspread 
the market, she *' bought in." By this speculation 
alone, the Duke of Kent acknowledged his mother 
had realized four hundred thousand pounds. At the 
same period, her Majesty had another excellent specu- 
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lation in hand ; namely^ the profits arising from the 
sale of cadetships for the East Indies. Dr. Randolph 
and Lady Jersey were the chief managers, and her 
Majesty received the largest portion of the spoil. Dr. 
Randolph himself acknowledged, that the queen had 
realized seventy thousand pounds upon this traffic 
alone. In one transaction with a candidate for a 
cadetship, an enormous premium was required, and 
the apphcant was very much incensed, as it appeared 
to him to be nothing less than a bold imposition. He 
expostulated ; but Dr. Randolph made short of the 
affair by refusing any further communication upon 
the subject. For once^ Dr. Randolph forgot bis 
own interest, and also the public character and se^ety 
of his royal mistress. The gentleman, shbrtly after- 
wards, was visiting a Mend in raris, when the con- 
versation turned upon the English constitution, and 
the immense revenues of the kingdom. The firiend 
spoke in raptures upon the Uberal feelings and gene- 
rous provisions exercised and provided towards, and 
for all, aspirants to honour. At length, the visiter 
could no longer conceal his mortification and chagrin; 
and he candidly explained every particular of his cor- 
respondence with Dr. Randolph, in which her Ma- 
jesty's name was as fireely introduced as the doctor's* 
The astonishment and surprise of his fiiend were great 
indeed, and he recommended him to publish the whok 
afiair in France, and circulate it through the sur- 
roundmg kingdoms. A printer was sought for, who 
required a certain time to determine the risk he should 
run in the undertaking ; this was accordin^y grantedi 
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and the parties separated. As soon. as the person 
intended to be employed found the consequence at^ 
tached to it^ he communicated the important inf orma- 
tion to a solicitor^ of some eminence^ in London^ to 
\irhom he had' formerly been known. The affair was 
subsequently made known to the queen's youngest 
son, and by him the queen was fiilly acquainted 
with the probability of pubUc exposure. An over- 
whelming in&my she well knew would be inseparably 
attached to it. 

Her Majesty had been accustomed to deception, 
but hitherto she had not feared detection, and the 
moment of her &ncied security was the moment 
most likely to prove fatal to her existence as a queen. 
The Duke Edward was unremitting in his exertions 
to obtain a settlement of the whole affair, and twenty 
thousand pounds were actually paid for the correspond- 
ence, and two thousand pounds were given by the 
queen (through the medium of the duke) to the per- 
son who effected the settlement of the business, under 
the provision '' that that business never might trans- 
pire to the pubhc." It may be inferred, that if the 
queen had committed herself by such flagrant acts of 
injustice as these now related, there might be many 
more dishonourable transactions c^ a minor descrip- 
tion, occurring nearly at the same period. Yes, the 
inference is correct, for her Majesty was truly bom 
and bred a German. 

We will relate another: She had the superin- 
tendence of the education of her daughters, as far as 
related to the choice of their preceptors and masters. 



92 AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 

One most accomplished and worthy gentleman was 
appointed to teach them writing. He resided in 
London, — ^his royal pupils at Windsor ! Their im- 
provement under his care was very great : his fat^e 
was equally so, besides the expense attendant upon 
his journeys to give the regular lessons* Fre- 
quently, when this superior individual arrived at the 
Castle, after his journey of twenty-six miles, the mes- 
sage at the gate has been, ^^ the princesses are out for 
the day." 

After dancing attendance for some years, and never 
receiving any compensation, it appeared proper and 
prudent to solicit a settlement of the account from 
thequeen. This being accordingly done, the result 
was abuse of an unmeasured description, — his money was 
REFUSED, and the queen died in his debt ! Such like 
losses and disappointments finally broke the unfortu- 
nate gentleman's heart, and he left his worthy and 
amiable family in distress and extreme poverty. So 
much for the encouragement of royalty ! Alas ! better 
that a millstone had been hung about this victim's 
neck, and drowned in the depths of the sea, than ior 
him to have become associated with this unblushing 
queen. To return to the duke. 

His royal highness was too well aware of the ge- 
neral disposition of the queen, and her avaricious 
character, not to affect satisfaction upon the high 
price her Majesty had paid for silence upon the late 
exposures. He therefore joined in the disapproval of 
such impertinent disclosures, and the remarks which 
accompanied them. 
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The wretched poKcy of this year reqmredjifty'four 
millions of money t 

The great indignation against the Duke of York^ 
in consequence of the disgracefiil sales of conunissions 
in his name, and under his authority, obUged his royal 
highness to resign his office as " commander in chief." 
This step on the part of the duke prevented further 
exposure, and saved him from the severe and heavy 
weight of being voted out of office, and degraded! 
Behold, then, reader, what the principles of Pitt 
achieved ! That minister always persuaded the male 
branches of the family, that the queen's protection 
(through the medium of the minister) would prove at 
all times a sufficient retreat and asylum, in case of 
oompWnt or r^«,o^ .«»*..». 

In the September of this year. Lord Castlereagh 
caused a challenge to be sent to Mr. Canning, and they 
met in consequence ; but the effects of the duel were 
not very seriotis. Previously to this arrangement, both 
these statesmen resigned office, and also the Duke 
of Portland, on account of his age and infirmities. 



The memorable year 



1810 



was ushered in under distressing and unsatisfectory 
circimistances. The royal family were divided amongst 
themselves, and every branch seemed to have a sepa-- 
rate interest. Under these circumstances, it was not 
a matter of surprise, that truth was now and then 
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elicited. The king was at this time labouring under 
a severe attack of mental aberration : the situation of 
the comitry, his children^ and his own peculiar sorrows, 
made impressions on his mind, of the most grievous 
description. 

Alternate gleams and clouds succeeded each other. 
In May, a new and indescribable sensation was 
excited, by the announcement of an attempt to murder 
his royal highness the Duke of Cumberland. It was 
said to have been the result of malice on the part of 
the duke's valet, named SeUis, but, as £aithftil histo- 
rians, we give the particulars of these authenticated 
&cts. 

Early in the morning of June 1st, an inquiry was 
made in the palace (St. James') for the apprehension 
of certain individuals, then presumed to have escaped, 
in consequence of an attempt to commit a most dread- 
fill and then unaccountable miurder. 

At an early hom* after midnight, the Duke of Cum- 
berland retired for the night to his bedchamber^ after 
his attendant Neale had served the usual drink for the 
night, and had retired. 

About half-past two o'clock, Neale was awakened 
out of his sleep by the shrill cries of some person in 
much agony. He hastily arose, and proceeded to his 
master's bed-room, on entering which he saw the 
duke in an apparent quiet attitude, standing in the 
middle of the room. *' Neale," said the duke, " send 
for Sir Henry Halford, I am severely wounded." His 
royal highness then laid down upon the bed, and would 
not permit any of his wounds to be exammed, until 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 95 

the arrival of Sir Henry Halford. The temper of the 
duke was too well known to admit of any questions or 
inquiries, and as soon as Sir Henry arrived, every 
person left the room. When Sir Henry had finished 
the examination of the royal patient, and prescribed 
siiitable restoratives for his immediate use, he retired, 
and the servant Neale was ushered into the duke's 
presence. Before we enter into the mystery of this 
disgraceM transaction, it is our imperative duty to 
announce, that this Neale was a fellow-servant with 
Selhs, and that they had both been in the service of 
the duke for some time. 

A short period before this dreadful catastrophe, the 
dtike had been surprised in an improper and unnor 
tural situation with this Neale, by the other ser- 
vant SeUis, and exposure was expected. A brother 
of the duke had also received accommodation in these 
same very suitable apartments, and had, by that act, 
disqualified himself fi^om any public expression upon 
the case, or opportunity to punish an agressor. 

We presume that the following statement of the 
CUMBERLAND STRATAGEM may give energy 
to the mind, and activity to the determinate resolu- 
tion of our feUow-countrymen. 

We hope our efforts in the best of causes, TRUTH, 
will be crowned with success ; and trust, though we 
may pay the price of liberty, that our testimony will 
not only enrich mankind, but prove an undefinable 
legacy to every child of hmnanity. 

The time-serving press has been so very lavish in 
expressions of praise upon royalty, that the very ges- 
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ture and motion of a prince, at least of an ackrumh 
ledged one, have claimed the nicest attention. What 
does it matter to the poor half-famished multitudes, 
to be told of the colour, shape, or quality of garments 
which never meet their eye, cover their form, or shield 
them from an inclement season? Nothing at all! 
This unmeaning parade might have suited the long- 
since-gone-by ages of heathen darkness, but will not do 
in these days of inforpiation. We must ask, by what 
is man distinguished from the brute, except by supe- 
rior endowments, producing superior actions ? True 
greatness consists in goodness; dignity of character 
belongs only to the virtuous. How widely differ- 
ent is the present impression amongst the GREAT (so 
called). They act as if assured that rank and title 
hide all deformities. We, however, must dissent from 
this false impression. Generally speaking, the actions 
of ,a king or a prince are considered as acts of 
grace and goodness. Be it, therefore, our task to com- 
pare the characters of the GREAT with the proper 
model of TRUE GREATNESS ! 

We will now recur to a prince, whose very name 
has proved a stain upon the kingdom in which 
he was bom. SensibiUty and Virtue were strangers 
to his breast, while Cruelty and the baser passions had 
perfect controul over his imagination and actions; 
his countenance was indeed an index to his mind, as 
it is scarcely possible that more horrible features conld 
be associated in one human being. 

The brutaUty of this prince is best proved by the 
apparent ease and indifference he manifested, when he 
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knew himself to be universally hated. Being so high 
in aJQ9uence and power^ he looked down upon mankind 
as creatures of an inferior species^ that existed only 
for his pleasures and purposes, and through whose 
medium his unnatural incUnations might be gratified. 
Such was the Duke of Cumberland ! 

Before this period it was well known, that this in- 
dividual had been so loose in his habits, and so dege- 
nerate in his manners, as to be shunned by all good 
society, except when necessity pressed too hard to be 
refused. 

On the morping of June 1st, an astounding com- 
munication was made by the daily papers, that his 
royal highness had been surprised in tLe mght, «,d 
that his life had been attempted by one of his valets, 
named Sellis. Many reports were circulated, and 
the general opinion was, that the duke was the mur- 
derer ; of course, the high Tory party took no small 
pains to propagate the opposite sentiment, but the 
former was most generally believed, from the analogy 
of attending circumstances. We shall give both sides 
of the question, and leave the unbiassed reader to 
judge for himself. 

The first account states, that early after midnight 
of May 31st, an alarm was given by the duke to his 
servants, by his screaming aloud, '' Murder I murder! '* 
That a valet, named Neale, was the first person who 
heard the duke's cry, and ran to his assistance ; he 
foxmd his royal highness bleeding from wounds re- 
cently inflicted, and saying some person had attempted 

H 
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to murder him ! Surgical assistance was immediately 
rendered, the wounds dressed, and the royal patient 
pronounced out of danger. The several apartments 
were searched, and in a room appropriated to the 
use of Sellis, a most awfiil spectacle presented itself. 
The body of this unfortunate man was lying on the 
bed, his throat cut, and life quite extinct. The re- 
port went on further to state, that it was believed 
Sellis had intended to murder his master, and then to 
rob him ; but finding himself detected, by the duke 
being aroused before he had finished his deadly pur- 
pose, he hastily retired to his own room, where he 
committed the rash act of suicide, to prevent detec- 
tion, and consequent punishment. 

Afterwards, the daily accounts spoke of the drea^ 
fully wounded state of the duke, and every expression 
was used to convey an idea of the murderous inten- 
tions of the deceased valet, and the improboMlity of the 
duke being any blamecAle party in the transaction. 
The selection of the jury and the chosen evidence 
produced considerable disgust in many persons, wh 
were acquainted with the more private life and habits oj 
the duke. 

A very considerable time after this tragical event, 
Sir Everard Home published the following declaration 
relative to it : 

*' Much pains having been taken to involve in mys- 
tery the murder of Sellis, the late servant of his royal 
highness the Duke of Cumberland, I feel it a public 
duty to record the circumstances respecting it that 
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came within my own observation, which I could not 
do while the propagators of such reports were before 
a public tribunal. 

*' I visited the Duke of Cumberland upon his being 
wounded, and found my way from the great hall to 
his apartment by the traces of blood which were left 
on the passages and staircase. I foimd him on the 
bed, still bleeding, his shirt deluged with blood, and 
the coloured drapery, above the pillow, sprinkled with 
blood from a wounded artery, which puts on an ap- 
pearance that cannot be mistaken by those who have 
seen it This could not have happened had not the 
head been lying on the pillow when it was wounded. 
The night ribbon, which was wadded, the cap, scalp, 
and skull were obliquely divided, so that the pulsa- 
tions of the arteries of the brain were distinguished. 
While dressing this and the other wounds, report was 
brought that SelUs was woimded, if not murdered. 
His royal highness desired me to go to him, as I had 
declared his royal highness out of immediate danger. 
A second report came, that Sellis was dead. I went 
to his apartment, found the body lying on his side on 
the bed, without his coat and neckcloth, the throat 
cut so effectually that he could not have survived 
above a minute or two. The length and direction of 
the wound were such, as left no doubt of its being 
given by his own hand. . Any struggle would have 
made it irregular. He had not even changed his 
position ; his hands lay as they do in a person who 
has fainted ; they had no marks of violence upon 
them ; his coat hung upon a chair, out of the reach 

H 2 
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of blood from the bed ; the sleeve, from the shoulder 

to the wrist, was sprinkled with blood, quite dry, 

evidently from a wounded artery ; and from such kind 

of sprinkling, the arm of the assassin of the Duke of 

Cumberland could not escape. 

" In returning to the duke, I found the doors of 

all the state apartments had marks of bloody fingers 

on them. The Duke of Cumberland, after being 

wounded, could not have gone any where but to the 

outer doors and back again, since the traces of blood 

were confined to the passages from the one to the 

other. 

'^ EVERARD HOME." 

We now present the other side of the picture, not 
drawn at random, nor coloured too highly. 

Royalty has a profusion of attendants ; it is at aD 
times able to command obedience to any expressed 
wish, if in the power of the vassal to obtain. 

An individual then in the household of the duke, 
who most probably is now alive, (information of which 
fact MIGHT be ascertained, by application to the King 
of Belgium) was inclined to give his deposition upon 
this subject, in the following terms, alleging, as his 
reason, the very severe pangs of conscience he had 
endured, through the secrecy he had manifested upon 
this most serious afiair. 

DEPOSITION. 

'T was in the duke*s household in May, 1810; 
and on the evening of the 31st, I attended his royal 
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highness to the opera ; this was the evening previ- 
ously to Sellis' death. That night it was my turn 
to undress his royal highness. On our arriving at St. 
James'^ I foinid SeUis had retired for the nighty as he 
had to prepare his master's apparel^ &c., and to accom- 
pany him on a journey, early in the morning. 

^* I slept that night in my usual room ; but Neale, 
another valet to the duke, slept in an apartment very 
sUghtly divided from that occupied by his royal high- 
ness. A few days previous to this date, I was com- 
manded by my master to lay a sword upon one of the 
so&s in his bed-chamber, and I did so. After undres- 
sing his royal highness, I retired to bed. I had not 
long been asleep when I was disturbed by Neale, who 
told me to get up immediately, as my master the duke 
was nearly murdered ! I lost no time, and very soon 
entered his royal highness' bed-room. His royal 
highness was then standing nearly in the middle of the 
chamber, apparently quite cool and composed, his shirt 
was bloody, and he commanded me to fetch Sir Henry 
Halford, saying, ^^I am severely wounded." The 
sword, which a few days before I had laid upon the 
S0&, was then lying on the floor, and was very bloody. 
I went with all possible haste for Sir Henry, and soon 
returned with him. I stood by when the wounds 
were examined, none of which were of a serious nature 
or appearance. That in his hand was the most consi- 
derable. 

" During this period, which ^as nearly two hours, 
neither Neale nor Sellis had been in the duke*s room, 
which appeared to me a very unaccountable circum- 
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stance. At length, when all the bustle of dresang 
the wounds (which were very inconsiderable) ivas over, 
and the room arranged, the duke said, *^ Call Sellis/' 
I went to Sellis' door, and, upon opening it^ the most 
horrific scene presented itself : Sellis was lying per- 
fectly straight in the bed, the head raised up against the 
head-board, and nearly severed from the body; his handi 
were lying quite straight on each side of him, and upon 
examination I saw him weltering in blood, it having 
covered the under part of the body. He had on 
his shirt, waistcoat, and stockings ; the inside of his 
hands were perfectly clean, but on the outside were 
smears of blood. His watch was hanging up over his 
head, wound up. His coat was carefully folded inside 
out, and laid over the back of a chair* A razor, co- 
vered with blood, was lying at a distance from his 
body, but too far ofi* to have been used by himself, or 
to have been thrown there by him in such a mutilated 
condition, as it was very apparent death must have 
been immediate after such an act. 

" The wash basin was in the stand, but was half 
FULL OF BLOODY WATER ! Upou examining Sellis' 
cravat, IT WAS FOUND TO BE CUT. The pad- 
ding which he usually wore was covered with silk, and 
quilted ; but, what was most remarkable, both the pad- 
ding AND THE CRAVAT WERE CUT, as if somc pcrsoH had 
made an attempt to cut the throat with the cravat on ; 
then, finding the woollen or cotton stuffing to impede 
the razor, took it ofi*, in order more readily to effect 
the purpose. 

" During the time the duke's wounds were being 
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dressed, the deponent beKeves Neale was absent, in 
obedience to arrangement, and was employed in lay- 
ing Sellis' body in the form in which it was discovered, 
as it was an utter impossibility that a self-murderer 
could have so disposed of himself, 

*' Deponent further observes, that Lord Ellenbo- 
rough undertook to manage this affair, by arranging 
the proceedings for the inquest ; and also, that every 
witness waiB previomly examined by him ; also that, the 
FIRST JURY, being unanimotisly dissatisfied with the evi- 
dence adduced, as they were not permitted to see the body 
in an undressed state, positively REFUSED to re- 
turn A verdict, in consequence of which, they were 
dismissed, and a SECOND jury summoned and im- 
pannelled, to whom, severally, a special messenger had 
been sent, reqtiesting their attendance, and each one of 
whom was directly or indirectly connected with the 
Court, or the government; that, on both inquests, the 
DEPONENT had been omitted, and had not been called 
for to give his evidence, though it must have been 
hnxnon, from his personal attendance and situation 
upon the occasion, that he must necessarily Imve been 
a most material mtness. The second jury soon re- 
turned A VERDICT AGAINST Sellis, and his body was 
immediately put into a shell, and conveyed away a 
certain distance for interment. The duke was privately 
removed from St. James' Palace to Carlton House, 
where his royal highness manifested an impatience of 
manner, and a perturbed state of mind, evidently 
arising from a conscience ill at ease. But, in a short 
time, he appeared to recover his usual spirits, and 
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being hurt but in a very trifling degree^ he went out 
daily in a sedan chair to Lord Ellenborough's and Sir 
William Phipps'^ aithou^ the daily journals wei€ 
lamenting his very bad state of healthy and also en- 
larging^ with a considerable expression of sorrow, upon 
the magnitude of his wounds and the fears entertained 
for his recovery ! " 

The forther deposition of this attendant is of an 
important character, and clafans particular consider- 
ation. He says, 

*' I was applied to by some noblemen shortly after 
this dreadftil business, and very strongly did they 
solicit me to make a full disclosiure of all the improper 
transactions to which I might have been made a part? 
upon this solemn subject. I declined many times, 
but at length conceded, under a binding engagement 
that I should not be left destitute of comforts or 
abridged of my Uberty ; and, under special engagemeii<s 
to preserve me from such results, I have given my 
deposition." 

Now, having given a simple statement of the facts 
detailed by this attendant, permit us, fellow-country- 
men, to solicit you to draw your own inferences, and 
conclusions. We do not desire to prejudice your 
minds upon the subject, but we would willingly assist 
you in your inquiry. 

We therefore submit the following remarks upon 
the deposition : 

*1. The very unusual request for additional arm ifl 
the bed-room of a prince, without some ^ven reason* 
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2. The absence of Necde during the whole of the exor 
mination of the duke's wounds^ yet he gave the 
alarm. 

3. The SITUATION of the body of Sellis, rendering 
it utterly impossible that he had Mien by his own 

HAND. 

4. The omission of the principal mtness (the attend* 
ant) upon the jury. 

5. The strange difference between the announced 
and the actual state of the duke's health. 

6th and lastly. The refusal of a verdict by the 
FIRST JURY> and the very ready compliance and con- 
currence of the SECOND. 

We certainly feel sure that there was much mys- 
tery in the affair^ and we ought to inquire from 
whence that mystery originated. Had it been the 
case of a jpoor many he must have been hung^ and his 
body given for dissection^ merely upon circumstantial 
evidence ! But the son of a reigning monarch has, by 
circumstantial evidence only, been acquitted ! 

This year was not less remarkable for &mily sor- 
rows than for public grievances. 

The king was nearly childish and blind. The queen 
feared the ascendancy of the popular voice in favour 
of the Princess of Wales, and the Princess Charlotte 
exhibited a resolute spirit, which it was feared would 
end to the unhappiness of the queen. The Princess 
Amelia suffered under indescribable sorrows, both 
bodily and mental, which ultimately terminated her 
earthly career on the 2d of November. 
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Many representations were made to the public of 
the numerous visits made to her by the king^ and the 
affecting final interview. We believe we may, "with 
truth, say those representations were erroneous. The 
king's malady was too serious to admit of any unne- 
cessary excitement, and the peculiar regard he enter- 
tained for THIS daughter would not allow his heaiing 
of her sufferings in any shape. 

The Prince of Wales still pursued the most giddy 
and dissipated rounds of pleasure, making his very 
name hateful to every ear, and, in fine, the house of 
royalty was divided against itself. 

In taking our leave of this eventfiil year, we pre- 
mise^ that the events of the ensuing one will not be 
found inferior: in interest. 

General historians say that the year 
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was not marked by any very particular events of much 
interest to kings or kingdoms^ yet we dare to differ 
from them in this opinion, inasmuch as, at its com- 
mencement, the Prince of Wales was appointed Re- 
gent, and the king's person confided to the care of 
the queen, conjointly with archbishops, lords, &c. 

The session was opened on the 12th of February, 
and the speech delivered by commission, in the name 
of the regent, which expressed sorrow unfeigned, on 
account of the king's malady, by which the exercise 
of the royal authority had devolved, or had been im- 
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posed, upon his royal highness. It congratulated 
parliament and the country upon the success of his 
Majesty's arms by land and sea, and did not forget to 
beg for ftirther supplies, — so much required. 

We ought to pause at this period of historical sur- 
vey, and ask, what prevented this amiable regent from 
opening the session in person ? 

Had his mistresses detained him too late in the 
morning? or hBA\hey ^IdLjedi a designed part with him, 
to prove their superior domination ? or had he been 
in his most privately-retired apartments cow^^^mg* mth 
the few favourites in his household in ITALIAN ? If 
either of these do not give a true portraiture, we may 
be sure to find the cause of negligence, upon inquiry 
of the vintner, or faro-table keeper! But we will 
spare him the positive expose, as it would rep^d very 
indelicately. 

The queen was, of necessity, much at Windsor at 
this period, as she was obUged, in some general form, 
to hear the bulletins issued by the physicians concern- 
ing his Majesty's health. 

The disgraced Duke of York was restored to his 
former post of commander in chief; although, but a 
short period before, he was foimd guilty of being 
privy to, if not actually and personally, disposing of 
situations in the army, by which traffic very large 
amounts had been realized, agreeably to his royal 
highness' sanction ! 

The amoxmt required for the year's supply was no 
less than fifty-^ix millions I 

The distress of all the manufacturing districts was 
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greats and, in accordance with the usual liberal senti- 
ments and feelings of statesmen, severe punishment 
followed any misdemeanour ; and, instead of devising 
means to relieve the heart-rending distresses of the 
starving poor, oppressive enactments were substituted. 
In the coimty of Nottingham, the poor were in- 
capable, by the reward of their labour, to procure 
sufficient bread, and, in consequence, they proceeded 
to make a positive stand. 

Let it not be presumed that we are advocating in- 
roads upon the constitutional enactments of govern- 
ment. We do not ; but we wish to see the interests 
of the poor and needy preferred to those of the 
wealthy, whose eyes already stand out with fatness. 

Is it not evident that the men at this period in 
power were resolved to continue their system of cor- 
rupt administration, in despite of all remonstrance, 
and in the face of united opposition ? A long course 
of oppression had apparently hardened them, and so 
far steeled their minds and hearts against the petitions 
of the suffering nation, that they only increased the 
heavy burdens, which already were preying upon the 
vitals of the community. 

When the wheel of fortune shall whirl them 
from the top to the bottom, instead of attention or 
conuniseration, they will meet with nothing less than 
contempt and eternal disgrace ! 

We may, perhaps, be pardoned for shewing, or 
holding up a mirror to kings, in which they may 
behold the reflection of their vices in all their 
deformity ! 
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Is not their undistinguishing vanity gratified by the 
grossest adulation ? Do they not display a want of 
feeling for their fellow-men, whose happiness ought 
to have been the first object of their most serious 
attention ? Are they not insensible to virtue and 
goodness ? Do they not dread truth ? Are they not 
most partial to their flatterers ? Are they not dissi- 
pated, effeminate, and indolent ? Observe their cause- 
less suspicions, their vain parade, and ostentatious 
splendour, which is paid for by the public purse, and 
by which the public welfare is destroyed ! Do not 
they indulge largely in ambition for false honour ? and 
do not they procure the means to gratify this passion 
at the expense of blood ? Does not their inhuman 
luxury extort a perpetual supply of superfluous de- 
licacies from the unnumbered victims of grief and 
anguish ? Let them read their fates in the people's 
wrongs ! 

As this year was of interest to the nation in geme- 
ral^ so it was to the royal family in particular. 

Our readers are aware that the visits of the Princess 
Charlotte to her mother were very restricted; and 
even the promised periods for interviews so uncertain^ 
that they could not be satisfactory either to mother or 
daughter, as some of the attendants always remained 
in the apartment, by the regent's command, to wit- 
ness the conversation. For some time, the princess 
contrived to write privately to her mother, and ob- 
tained a confidential messenger to dehver her commu- 
nications. This was ultimately suspected, and after 
a close scrutiny was discovered^ and as imtantly forbidr 
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den. We must also take into consideration the age of 
her royal highness^ who was now about fifteen. She 
was in good health, and possessing much natural and 
mental activity. It was not very probable that the so- 
ciety of FORMAL LADIES, cvcry Way disproportionate to 
herself in years and taste, should be very agreeable to 
her, more especially when added to the disappoint- 
ment she was obliged continually to endure, on ac- 
count of her mother being nearly prohibited from 
any and every acquaintance with her. If the Princess 
Charlotte had been allowed to enjoy natural and suit- 
able society, the very decisive feature of her character 
would have given pleasure to herself and family ; but 
this was not permitted. 

An elegant and accomplished gentleman was ap- 
pointed her royal highness' tutor, and Dr. Nott 
was worthy of the distinction by which he was 
thus honoured, in being made her preceptor. The 
reverend gentleman was unwearied in his attentions, 
and undeviating in his exertions, to contribute to the 
improvement of the princess. Let the impartial reader 
judge of the snare thus laid for her highness, (whether 
intentionally or not, is immaterial for us to inquire or 
assert at the present period) but it proved of no very 
trifling consequence, and the results were dreaded by 
the queen. The ardency of character, and positive 
determinate mind of the princess was dreaded by her 
Majesty, and fears were entertained that the princess 
had manifested too mtich solicitude for the interest of 
her reverend friend and preceptor. 
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The Duke of Yoik communicated his suspicions to 
the Regent, and the prince lost but little time in going 
down to Windsor (where the queen then was) to in- 
form her Majesty of his fears, and to consult what 
\^roiild be the most proper and eflfectual measures to 
take upon the business. Her Majesty was highly in- 
censed at the information, and very indignantly an- 
swered, " That her family connexions would prove 
her entire ruin." 

Her Majesty, accompanied by the prince, drove off 
for London, and the Princess Charlotte was com- 
manded to meet her grandmother in her chamber. 
With her usual independent readiness, the princess 
obeyed the summons, and was ushered into the pre- 
sence of the queen. 

After some considerable period of silence, her Ma- 
jesty began to ask what particular services Dr. Nott 
had rendered, or what very superior attractions he 
possessed, to engage the attentions of her royal 
highness in such an unusual degree, as was now well 
known to be the case. Her highness arose, and in a 
tone of voice not very agreeable to her Majesty, said, 
" If your Majesty supposes you can subdue me as you 
have done my mother, the Princess of Wales, you 
will find yourself deceived. The reverend Mr. Nott 
has shown me more attentions, and contributed more 
to my happiness in my gloomy seclusion, than any 
person ever did, except my mother, and I ought to be 
grateful to him, and I will, whether it pleases you 
Majesty or not!" 

The queen saw her purpose was defeated in the 
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attempt to intimidate her grand-daughter, and there- 
fore, in a milder manner, said, " You must, my dear, 
recollect, I am anxious for your honour and happi- 
ness ; you are bom to occupy the highest station in 
the world, and I wish you to do so becoming the 
proud character of your royal father, who is the most 
distinguished prince in Europe/' 

The queen had scarcely concluded her sentence, 
when her royal highness burst forth, in the most 
violent manner, and, with an undismayed gesture, 
said, '' Does your Majesty think I am always to be 
under your subjection ? Can I believe my royal father 
so great and good when I have so long witnessed 
his unremitted unkindness to my neglected mo- 
ther ? Neither do I receive much attention from the 
prince ; and my uncle of York is always preaching 
to me about virtue and submission, and your Majesty 
well knows he does not practise either ! Mr. Nott 
practises every amiability which he enjoins, and I 
esteem him exceedingly more than I do any other gen- 
tleman r 

The queen was quite vexed at the unbending dispo- 
sition manifested by the princess, and desired her to 
retire, and reflect upon the improper conduct she had 
been guilty of, and by humihty and contrition to make 
a suitable atonement. ^ 

While walking out of the room, the princess ap- 
peared in deep thought, and more tranquil ; her Ma- 
jesty imagined it to be the result of her own advice, 
and said, " The Princess Charlotte will never want 
a friend if she abide by her grandmother's instmc- 
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tions, and properly maintain her dignity of birth." 
Her royal highness returned to her former situation 
before the queen^ and said : ^' What does your Ma- 
jesty mean ?" " I mean," replied the queen, '' that 
you must not condescend to favour persons in low life 
witli your confidence or particular respect ; they will 
tatce advantage of it, and finally make you the tool 
to accomplish their vile purposes." " Does yoxur 
Majesty apply these remarks to the Rev. Mr. Nott V* 
hastily replied the princess. " I do," said the queen. 
*' Then, hear me, your Majesty; I glory in my regard 
for Mr. Nott. His virtues are above all praise, and 
he merits infinitely more than I have to give ; but I 
resolve, firom this moment, to give him all the wordly 
goods I can ; and your Majesty knows that, by law, 
I can make a will, though I am but little more than 
fifteen; and my library, jewels, and other valuables, 
are at my own disposal ! I will now, without delay, 
make my will in his favour, and no earthly power 
shall prevent me. I am sorry your Majesty prefers 
viciom and wicked characters, with splendid titles, to 
virtuous and amiable persons, destitute of such empty 
sounds !" 

The princess left the room, and the queen was more 
disturbed than before the interview. 

The Regent was informed of the result, and re- 
commended that no finlher notice should be taken 
of the matter, hoping that the princess would change 
her intention, upon a more deliberate survey of the 
subject. But in this opinion, or hope, his royal high- 
ness was disappointed. 

I 
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The princess that day signted a deed^ whereby she 
gave positively to her friend and preceptor. Dr. Nott, 
her Kbrary, jewels, and all private property belonging 
to het*, and delivered this instrument into his hand, 
saying, " I hope you will recdve this snoall token as 
a pledge of my sincere regard for your character, and 
high estimation of your many virtues. When I am 
able to give you greater testimonies of my friendship^ 
they shall not be withheld." We need hardly say that 
the divine was delighted at the great attention and 
unexpected generosity of her royal highness. He 
was more ; for his heart was subdued and affected. 

A considerable period elapsed after this circiun- 
stance, when the queen was resolved to recover the 
deed at all hazards, as she presumed if such an in- 
strument were ever proved, and its validity acknow- 
ledged, royalty would suffer much in the public 
estimation. 

All the plans of deceptive invention were tried, but 
felled. The prince, at length, offered a large amount 
as a remuneration, and prevailed upon the doctor to 
give up the deed ! Of course, a good living was pre- 
sented to him, and he retired from the situation in 
which he had so long enjoyed the siaaile and favour of 
his royal pupil. 

The princess was mortified beyo^d expression at 
this unexpected conduct on the part of her father and 
grandmother, and was not very sparing in her expres- 
sbns of dislike upon their conduct. Mr. Percival 
(who was then the pre^uer) was requested by the 
prince to see her royal highness, and, if possible, to 
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suggest any terms of reconciliation between the prin- 
cess and the queen; but he could not succeed. 
*' What ! sir/* said her royal highness, '^ would you 
desire me to appear what I am naty and to meet her 
Majesty as if I believed her to be my sincere friend, 
ivhen I know 1 am hated for my dear mother's sake ? 
No, sir ! I cannot do as you desire, but I will endea- 
vour to meet her Majesty at all needful opportimities 
with as much gentleness of manners as I can as- 
sume. What indignities has not the queen offered to 
my persecuted mother ? You well know, sir, they 
have been unmerited, and if her Majesty insults the 
Princess of Wales again, in my presence, I shall say, 
your Majesty should regulate your family qffavrz better ^ 
and teach lessons of virtue to your daughters, before 
you traduce the characters of other ladies! You, 
sir, are the Regent's minister, and in his confidence, 
so I may venture to give you my candid opinion, and 
I do not consider that, by doing so, 1 exceed the 
bounds of propriety ; will you, therefore, oblige me 
by annotmcing to the prince, my father, that I am 
unalterably devoted in heart to my mother, and while 
I wish to be a dutiAil child to my fether, I must not 
even be that at the expense of principle and honour- 
able sentiments. My grandfather always had my re- 
spect and pity !" 

It is scarcely necessary to say, that Mr. Perceval 
retired with evident symptoms of disappointment and 
chagrin. He immediately communicated the result 
of his interview to the regent and the queen, who 
declined making any farther remonstrance, lest the 

12 
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interest, in all the various ways she might require. 
Accordingly it was arranged, that her Mcyesty should 
receive an additional ten thousand pounds per annum, 

FOR THE CARE OF HER ROTAL HUSBAND's PERSON ! 

We cannot pass by this, without making an obser- 
vation upon the unnatural act. If the queen were 
the kind and affectionate wife as she has so veij 
frequently been represented to be, could she have 
allowed herself to receive an immense payment for 
merely doing her duty ? We fearlessly say, that suci 
meanness and utter absense of feeling cannot be found 
to exist in any mind which is not depraved and vkiom 
in the extreme. 

An additional nine thousand pounds annually were 
granted to each of the princesses, whilst places and 
pensions were also multiplied. In the case of Colonel 
M^Mahon, upon whom a private secretaryship had 
been conferred, much very unpleasant altercation took 
place. It was a well-known fact, that this individual 
was nothing more nor less than a seductive provider, 
for the basest of purposes, to the Regent ; to which 
infamous engagements and practices we shall hereafter 
most pointedly refer. 

. On the 11th of May, as Mr. Perceval was entering 
the lobby of the House of Commons, he received a 
shot in his left breast, and, after staggering a few 
paces, fell. He was immediately carried into the 
Speaker's apartments and examined, but life was found 
to be extinct. The assassin was tried on the 15th, and 
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executed on the 18th, of the same month* His de^ 
fence wus, that he had only done an act of justice, as 
he had receivedmuchmjuryfrom the government, arid 
had been denied redress of all his grievances. Agrees 
ably to the Regent's message, fifty thousand pounds 
were voted for the use of Mr. Percevars family, and 
two thousand pounds annually to be paid to the 
widow ; and the same amount, in case of her demise, 
to be paid annually to such male descendent as might 
at that time be the heir, for the term of his life. 

It is our duty to remark, as faithful historians, upon 
the general character' of this public minister, it being a 
palpable fact, that he was, for a long time, the acknow- 
ledged and heBxty friend of the Princess of Wales. 

The Book which he arranged, and which had been 
printed, but not published, in 1807, giving the parti*- 
culars of the *^ Delicate Investigation," improperly so 
called, was bought up in 1809, and as much as fif*- 
teen hundred pounds given far a single copy. The 
rancour and malice of the unprincipled enemies and 
calimmiators of this open-hearted princess had been 
very considerably exposed by Mr. Perceval, and by 
his generous and manly defence in her royal highness' 
favour, the storm materially abated. ^ After a long 
period, she was again received at Court, and aoknow* 
ledged innocent of the charges preferred by her assail- 
ants. Apartments were given to' her in Kensington 
Palace, and it appeared very probable that her wishes 
would finally be completed, in the restoration of her 
beloved daughter to her society. But mark the en- 
suing change : Mr. Perceval was chosen by the 
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gent to assist in the councils of the state ; and as no 
man can serve two causes at the same time, so of 
sheer necessity was the cause of the princess declined, 
whilst that of the prince was accepted ! Surely^ we 
must suppose^ there is something supernatural in the 
smile of a prince^ when^ in some instances^ principle 
and conscience have &llen subdued before it. 

We know for a &ct incontrovertible y that but a 
few months before Mr. P.*s acceptance of office, he 
delivered his sentiments concerning the princess to 
a particular friend^ in these words^ '' I am decidedly 
friendly to the Princess of Wales, because I am well 
satisfied and assured her royal highness is a much- 
iQJured lady. I am also convinced her mother-in-law 
had conceived an inveterate dislike to her, before she 
arrived in this country, on accoimt of the objections 
preferred by the prince against any connexion, except 
that which his royal highness had already formed 
From these unhappy circumstances, I am obliged to 
believe, that the sufferings of her highness are unme- 
rited on her part, and very much increased by the 
dictatorial behavioiu* of her Majesty." At another 
interview with the same person, a question was put 
unreservedly to Mr. Perceval, in these terms, "Do you, 
sir, think her royal highness has been deserving of the 
persecutions she has endiu*ed, by any deviation from 
virtue and propriety ?" " I do not think the princess 
guilty," earnestly rejoined Mr. Perceval, " and I am 
fiilly satisfied, ia my own mind, that if there had 
not existed ungenerous intentions .t>n the part of the 
&mily, the affiur would long since have sunk into 
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silence. There is a gaiety and levity about her royal 
highness which is not usual with the EngUsh ladies 
generally ; but, with aU the exterior frivolity of the 
princess, when she chooses to be lively, I would pre- 
fer her infinitely to the professedly-modest and appa- 
rently-reserved of the sex in high life. I believe the 
princess to be playful, and incautiously witty, in her 
deportment ; but I prefer that to secret intrigue and 
infamous practices.'' 

Let our readers judge if this simple declaration 
were not honourable to the princess, and whether it 
does not correspond with every speech delivered by 
this gentleman in his public and private defence of her 
royal highness. 

Humanity is weak, and the ingratiating attentions 
of the prince were too powerfiil to be resisted by Mr. 
Perceval. At his royal command, virtue, goodness, 
and truth, must assume the garb of vice, infamy, and 
falsehood. " Oh, blasting privilege of sovereignty ! 
The bare scent of thy perfrune spreads desolation to 
society ; changes man, the noblest of God's works, into 
a monster ; and the consequences of thy unnatural 
existence will most probably produce the engine to 
be used for thine own destruction." 

The untimely death of Mr. Perceval caused consi- 
derable distress and anxious fears to the royal family, 
and their decision was, that the prince should appoint 
Lord Liverpool First Lord of the Treasury ; Mr. 
Nicholas Vansittart, Chancellor of the Exchequer ; 
and Lord Sidmouth, Secretary of State for the Home 
Department. 
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On the 17th of June, Mr. Vansittart brought for* 
ward his budget, the amount of the supply required 
being more than sixty'two miUiom HI Certainly this 
was not a very exhilirating or agreeable prospect of- \ 
fered to the nation of the retrenchments intended fay 
the new ministry ; and, notwithstanding the divisioiis 
upon the subject, it was finally agreed to, and received 
the sanction of parliament ! Had it not been for the 
corrupt state of the representation, can we suppose it 
possible that such a sum would have been permitted to 
be drawn from the starving multitudes, when there 
existed such pecuniary distress in the manii&c* 
turing and commercial districts, unequalled in former 
years? 

In this same month, ten persons were executed, at 
Lancaster and Chester, for being io\xrA guilty of join- 
ing in riots,- — ^their sentences having been pronounced 
by a special commission, appointed for this particular 
occasion. At this period, also, the power of magis- 
trates was considerably enlarged. 

The victories, said to be gloriotts, of Lord Wel- 
lington were numerous; and thus, for the empty 
sound of greatness, did England dye her robes of 
might in human blood ! The sword spared not, while 
festival and rejoicing announced the moumfiil waste 
of men ! Might it not be said, that the trappings of 
the Court, the finery of external appearances, and 
the parade of armies, have been the trifling objects of 
state solicitude, whilst rational beings have been left 
as if unworthy of support, obliged to endure the in- 
sults of unfeeling pride, and thus driven, by sorrow 
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and wantj to stoop to the meanest degradations rni- 
posed by power ? and^ after being so reduced^ the 
finger of Scorn has been pointed at the unhappy 
sufferers ! 

The new parliament met for business on the 30th 
of November, and one of its first acts was, ** To 
grant the sum of one hundred thousand pounds to 
L4ord Wellington." 

It might, with much propriety, be submitted here, 
how large a grant would have been made to any man 
who should have presented a plan for the comfortable 
and honourable maintenance of the perishing mil- 
lions ? We fear any patriot, who had dared to press 
such an opinion or vote, would have soon been con- 
signed to a damp and dreary prison, charged with 
disaffection to the monarch, or commanded, under. 
certain protection, to set sail for another country ; and> 
if permitted to reach the destined shore, there to be 
received and treated as one of the most in&mous 
of the human race ! But in those days, '^ the will of 
the Regent was the supreme law/' There was not 
one who dared insult Jus dignity by speaking to him 
truth! — ^not one dared to stem the torrent of his 
royal displeasure \ At length the surge rose so high 
as to overwhelm the embankment. The honest man 
shrunk from its violence, and, in private, mourned 
over the ruin and utter devastation of his native land. 
In silent retrospect, such an one's heart would yearn 
over this distress, and compare it to a bow overbent, 
which, because it was not relaxed in due time, has 
suddenly broken to pieces/ 
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We may observe, that at the entrance of Lord 
Liverpool into office, he once ventured to name to 
the prince the general voice of dissatis&ction of the 
people ; but that imperious Regent commanded silence 
upon all such subjects, and desired Lord Liverpool 
never again to meet his highness, unless under a posi- 
tive resolve not to hint at subjects so very disagreeable 
to the royal ear, and which were of no considerahh 
importance t His lordship proved himself wanting 
in fortitude to set an example to courtiersi and the 
principle of his mind was bartered for the pleasure of 
a prince who had relinquished justice and abandoned 
mercy ! 

We must here refer to a most interesting circum- 
stance with respect to the Princess of Wales. Her 
royal highness was well aware of the bonds, still in 
existence, given by the Princes George, Frederick, 
and William, to the firm of Perigoux and Co., of 
Paris, which were to the amount of several hundred 
thousand pounds, as we before named ; and, in an 
open and fiiendly conversation with Messrs. Whit- 
bread and Perceval, the princess said, " The Re- 
gent and the royal dukes engaged in those bonds 
are perfectly aware they deserve severe exposure. 
Their action was not only wicked, but their inten- 
tion also ; as every person in any way acquainted 
with their concerns must be sure they tmdertook to 
pay more than their means would ever permit, seeing 
how deeply the country was in debt, and the revenue 
did not then meet the annual ^moimt required ; and," 
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added the princess, " if the world did but know of 
the lives sacrificed in this affair, to preserve the good 
reputation of these princely brothers, I suppose royalty 
wo\dd not gain much in the estimation of good people 
by the exposure." 

The substance of this conversation soon afterwards 
transpired to the Prince of Wales. There cannot 
be a doubt that he was afraid, but he resolved 
not to appear so; and from that period he and 
the queen were the unalterable enemies of the princess, 
publicly and privately. So for the simple expression 
of truth, to those who were already in possession of 
the whole affair, was an injured princess pursued by 
the hounds of destruction, until her capture should 
be accomplished The prince sought an unmediate 
divorce, but as the former attempts, in the year 1806, 
on this ground, had &iled, there was great difficulty 
in the attainment of his object. The former charges 
and gross calumnies were declared false, and Lady 
Douglas had been shunned by all good and strictly- 
honom^ble society; for, except where she was re- 
ceived in compliment to the queen, her invitations 
were, indeed, very few* The old story was again 
resorted to, and a^ Mr. Perceval was now no more, a 
bold attempt was resolved upon, as the last resource, 
to obtain the desired end. 

Mr. Whitbread communicated to the Princess of 
Wales the object now in view, and that the then 
present ministry were favourable to the wishes of the 
Regent. Her royal highness stood amazed at this 
unexpected information. ^'What!" said the prin- 
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cess^ '* is not the Prince of Wales satisfied with 
the former abuses he has poured upon me ? Is he so 
abandoned, being heir-apparent, as to risk his life, or 
engage the vengeftd disposition of the nation, in the 
punishment due to the crimes he has committed 
against me ? If the generous English people were in- 
formed of half the sufferings I have endured since my 
arrival in their country, they would never be induced 
to yield obedience to the commands of a prince whose 
virtues are not the least balance to his vices I But/' 
said her royal highness, " I will go down to Windsor, 
and request an interview with the queen." Mr. Wil- 
berforce remonstrated, and at last the princess con- 
sented to write, and ask an audience. A courier was 
despatched with it, and the verbal message and reply 
of her Majesty was, " She would see the Princess of 
Wales, provided her royal highness was at Windsor 
Castle by eight o'clock in the evening." 

Not a moment was lost; the carriage was. an- 
nounced in a few minutes, and the princess, attended 
by only one lady, entered it. '^ Drive quickly,** said her 
royal highness. It was only half--past seven when the 
princess was announced, and was received in courtly 
style and unbending manner by her Majesty, who, 
in her usual way, inquired '^ the cause which gave her 
the pleasure of a visit so very unexpectedly from the 
princess." 

'' Madam," answered her royal highness, " I am 
quite sensible of your surprise at my hasty request and 
appearance ; but as I am tired of hearing the false 
reports in such general circulation in the Court, I am 
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resolved to ask your Majesty in perspn, if I am likely 
to experience any renewal of those bitter persecutions 
which, in former years, were agitated to my horror 
and surprise ? I am well aware the Regent would 
not enter upon such a business, unless he had your 
Majesty's sanction and countenance, as well as 
assistance. Is it because Mr. Perceval is dead, that 
your Majesty thinks me so tmprotected, as to fall im- 
mediately a prey to my base enemies? if so, your 
Majesty will be in the wrong ; for although Mr. Per- 
ceval forsook my interest when he engaged himself in 
confidence to the Regenl^ my husband, I never shall 
forget the gratitude I owe him for former benefits, 
and his letters speak volumes of truths, which it was 
entirely impossible for him to name or attest, unless 
his mind had been duly influenced by the solid foun- 
dation upon which his opinion was fixed." 

Her Majesty appeared vexed and astonished ; then, 
assuming that hauteur for which she was so remark- 
able, said, ^' I do not know, pjdncess, that I am 
under any necessity to answer your question, as it 
seems to me improper to do so. The Prince Regent 
has an unquestionable right to choose his mmisters 
and counsellors, and also to engage their attention 
and services for any purpose his royal highness may 
please, and therefore I decline to answer any interro- 
gation upon the subject. Your highness must be 
aware this interview and conversation is very unplea- 
sant to me, and I hope, in future, you will not put 
me to the very disagreeable task of refusing you an 
audience, or of permitting one, under similar circiun- 
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stances. I must^ therefore^ desire your royal highness 
will take some refreshment in the adjoining room^ and 
I wish you a very good evening.'* 

It hardly need be told that the insulted Caroline 
did not stay to partake of the hospitality of this Ger- 
man princess. To be injured by the son^ and insulted 
by the mother, was as much as human feeling' could 
endure, and the princess reached her home in a state 
of mind little short of distraction. In the ensuing 
morning, one of the royal dukes called upon the prin- 
cess, and told her, he was informed of her journey to 
Windsor, by an express from his mother, and also 
stated his opinion that no measures of an unpleasant 
nature were in agitation. The princess hastily an- 
swered, '' Do you think I was not frOly satisfied of 
the Regent's intention upon the subject before I re- 
solved to visit the queen ? You forget, prince, that I 
am an injured lady. You know I was brought into 
this country to aflFord money to pay my intended hus- 
band's enormous debts, and to give him means to live 
in the greatest splendour with his numerous mis* 
tresses ! I am deprived of the society of my only 
child! Injurious reports are circulated and re- 
ceived against my honour, and I am not permitted 
to exonerate myself from these vile and slanderous 
imputations, because I am injured by the reigning 
authority !" 

The royal duke said, ^' I beg, my dear cousin, you 
wiU not permit the harsh and uitfeeling conduct of 
the queen to operate on your mind. We all know 
she is revengefiil in the extreme, but she always fa- 
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vours George in every thing ; and firom her very bitter 
conduct to you, we are well assured George is medi- 
tating some new scheme against you. One thing I 
promise you, I will abide by you, even presuming any 
thing disreputable is proved ; and I only beg you will 
give me your private confidence, that I may be pre- 
pared for the worst." 

Her royal highness, hastily rising, said, — *^ Sir, 
if you intended to insult me, I feel it such ; but if, 
firom imguarded or not well-considered language, 
you have so very improperly expressed yourself, then 
I am not captious to place any ungenerous meaning 
upon your words ! If my rectitude did not rise 
higher in the scale of truth and uprightness than that 
of your family, including both sexes, I should not have 
ventured the close and determinate inspection into 
my conduct at the will or command of my avowed 
foes! If it were not for my child's sake, I would 
satisfy you all, that I am privy to transactions which 
one day or another will be punished with the ven- 
geance of heaven, and which I solemnly believe to 
be my duty to explain, though it may even cause ^ the 
cloud-capp'd towers and gorgeous palaces' to fall into 
one general heap of ruins !" 

The duke was almost petrified with the language 
and manner of the princess, and strongly mrged the 
necessity of silence upon any and all of the unfortu- 
nate or dishonourable transactions in which the &mily 
had been engaged, observing, " Your own welfare 
depends upon their's, and that is a consideration of 
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positive importance^ which I hope your royal highness 
will justly appreciate !" 

This suggestion of the duke produced the opposite 
effect to that which was intended ; the princess de- 
clared that the mean sentiments of the queen had also 
found way into the. minds of her sons, and, instead 
of proving their royal descent by greatness of mind 
and action, they condescended to suggest self-preser- 
vation and self-enjoyments in preference to an open 
avowal of truth, and an honourable meeting with an 
enemy. And," continued her royal highness, "is 
this, sir, a specimen of the character of the Cnglish 
royal family? What would my ever dear and la- 
mented father have thought of such principles and 
opinions ? Doubtless, he would rather have followed 
his daughter to the tomb, and have seen her remains 
deposited with his ancestors, than have seen her asso- 
ciated with persons who could sacrifice, honour for 
mean and paltry conveniences. Your royal highness 
must be well assured, that 1 am not a stranger to the 
unfounded and most abominable assertions or sugges- 
tions issued against my child's legitimacy ; certainly, 
if I am the only Princess of Wales nominally, then 
my daughter bears a surreptitious title, and if either 
of us is considered as an obstacle to the interests of 
the nation, why are not the assertions upon that point 
made in an honourable and open manner. You well 
know, sir, that I would sacrifice any thing and eveiy 
thing for the happiness and future prosperity of my 
child ; but I must be fully convinced, that my de- 
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struction of rights or enjoyments of privileges would 
not produce the entire annihilation of her's . also, I 
must be made to understand that the mother and child 
have separate interests, and that insults received by 
one are not dishonourable to the other. I have also 
another powerful objection to keep silence upon these 
heart-rending and distracting subjects, which is, Char- 
lotte's deep-rooted aversion to those persons who 
have insulted me mo^t. This feehng assures my mind 
that I ought not to shrink from any avowal of truth 
which I may injustice to this generous nation be called 
upon to make, and nothing less than my child's safety 
shall keep me from making a disclosure of the unme- 
rited and most incomparable wicked conduct mani-- 
Jested towards me. If I find that likely to operate 
against my daughter's happiness, I wiU forbear, but 
not upon any other ground." 

The determined manner of her royal highness fully 
satisfied the duke that the sentiments expressed were 
the unalterable principles entertained by the princess, 
and would only gather energy and force by oppo^tion 
and remonstrance ; he therefore very soon afterwards 
took his leave, and gave the outline of the conversa- 
tion to his august mother, by whose express wish the 
interview had taken place. 

The queen was posed by the firmness displayed ; 
and, in reply to the communication, said, '* I will not 
be disappointed by this seeming boldness ; the princess 
shall /?^/ my iPowER. She shall see Charlotte still less ; 
the restrictions shall be enforced with greater severity, 
and she shall repent of her stupidity. Does the Prin- 
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cess of Wates imagine that I am to submit to her opi- 
nions upon my conduct, or to her abuse of any of my 
fiunily ? My only fear is, that the daughter mil prove 

AS UNBENDING AND DETERMINATELY RESOLUTB aS the 

mother is, and I am therefore resolved to separate 
them as much as possible." 

The result proved the queen's indignation axid re- 
sentful disposition ; as, immediately, a council was held 
upon the subject^ and her Majesty was positive in 
her instructions, that the restrictions should be more 
rigidly enforced. 

At the commencement of the year 

1813, 

the princess found her situation more irksome than 
ever, and resolved to inform the Prince Regent of the 
hardships of her case, soliciting his royal highness to 
inform himself of aU or any part of her behaviour or 
demeanoiu', to which the queen had made such heavy 
objections. She did so ; and the princess concluded 
her letter by reminding the prince, that it was dero- 
gatory, in her estimation, to permit his mother to rule 
over her with such an iron hand as her Majesty always 
had done ; and earnestly prayed that, if found deserv- 
ing of pmiishment, she might receive it, but, if found 
free from guilt, she only desired it to be pubHcly ac- 
knowledged. This LETTER was not noticed when the 
commissioners sat, on the 23d of February ; and Lord 
Liverpool never mentioned it when commimicating 
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with the princess^ or when he had the private inter- 
view with her, by the Regent's request. 

We should not act with justice or honour if we neg- 
lected to mention this omission, because the letter 
was copied before it was despatched, and its contents 
reflected much credit upon the princess; it was 
couched in the most respectful and honourable terms, 
and ought to have been the first read when the 
council assembled. The result of this new inquiry 
was what the queen .intended it should be ; and the 
almost-distracted mother was refiised the natural pri- 
vilege of intercourse with her only daughter. In the 
mean time, every opportunity was gladly taken advan- 
tage of, to detract from the character of the princess. 
Base inuendos and malicious remarks were incessantly 
poured forth against her, until her life was one con*" 
tinned scene of sorrow and abuse, inflicted by those 
from whom she ought to have experienced protec- 
tion. Uhder these imputations, the princess again 
appealed, by an address to the Speaker ; and, aft» 
many inquiries and replies, the subject was dismissed 
with an acknowledgement, that "Her royal highness 
was declared free from all imputation" We must not 
forget ta mention, that Mr. C. Johnstone submitted' a 
motion, on the 5th of March, " to request the Prince 
Regent would permit the copy of a certain report, made 
in 1806, to be laid before the House ;" but Lord Cafi- 
tlereagh opposed it, saying it was unnecessary, and 
the docmnent was refused. 

On the 23d of this month, the Princess of Wales 
had to bear another severe stroke of fortune, in the 
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death of her mother^ the Duchess of Brunswick, who 
was interred with much funeral pomp, at Windsor, 
on the 31st. This melancholy event, following so 
closely after her late persecutions, was as much as the 
princess could endure ; and had it not been for the 
sympathetic attentions of one confidant, her royal 
highness would no doubt have sunk under this im- 
mense load of sorrow and regret. In July and 
August, the princess devoted the greater portion of 
her time to correspondence with the prince. Very 
many of th^ letters could not have met the eye of the 
Regent, or answers must have been sent, if only in 
common courtesy, as the prince knew his honour^ 
and also that of his family, were at stake. 

It is more than probable that the confidentially- 
private and notorious secretary (M'Mahon) was the 
receiver of these appeals and documents, who (pos- 
sessing the most imbounded assurance in the ability 
of his royal master's coadjutors to carry any plan into 
execution, or to prevent vexatious trouble ensuing to 
any extent) suppressed them at the moment when they 
might liave proved of the greatest consequence. We 
cannot wonder at this, when we take into account 
the character of this private secretary. We put the 
question to society generally, ^^ How can you trust 
the man (if we may so term him) who dares to violate 
the rights of friendship, who breaks through the most 
sacred ties of conjugal affection, and who treats 
the honourable engagements of persons in general 
as matters of minor consequence ? Judge, then, 
was this man worthy, in any sense of the word! 
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AVere he now an inhabitant of this earthy we would 
ask him if his recollection could fiimish him with the 
number of inroads he had made upon the abodes of 
innocence and beauty, to gratify his royal patron. 
That the intention was to seduce and destroy, who 
can doubt ? We could name munberless instances ; 
but one will suffice, which we copy from the manu* 
script of a friend, and the substance of which has be^i 
once published. 

The private secretary of the prince (above alluded 
to) was accustomed to retire for recreation to Bath, at 
certain periods. At the time to which we now advert, 
he was travelling to that city, and at Marlborough, a 
respectable and venerable gentleman, accompanied by 
two young ladies, took their seats in the stage coach. 

The courtier was not wanting in attentions, and in 
reply to his numerous questions, he soon received the 
information, ^^ that the gentleman was a poor clergy- 
man, residing near Marlborough ; that the two young 
ladies were his daughters, whom he then was accompa- 
nying to visit a relation residing at Bath." M'Mahon's 
polished manners, added to the fixed determination of 
sacrificing these ladies to his royal master's desires, 
had the hoped-for effect, and the deluded party was 
anxious to cultivate further acquaintance with the 
stranger. Two days after their arrival, the intriguing 
secretary wrote and despatched the following docu- 
ment to the prince : 
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(( 



(Most Private.) 



a 



SiR^ " Bath, Sunday JSvefdng. 



*' Ever alive to the obtaining possessioxi of anj 
object which may contribute to your royal pleasuiesi 
I hasten to inform your royal highness, that chance 
has thrown me into the company of two most lovely 
girls, the daughters of an 'indigent curate, and who, 
from their apparent simplicity and ignorance of the 
world, may be soon brought to coni^ly with the wishes 
of your royal highness. I shall immediately devise 
some plan, by which they may be induced to visit the 
metropolis, and the remainder of my task will then not 
be difficult of execution. The prize is too valuable to 
be lost sight of; the elder of the girls bears some 
resemblance in her form and make to* Hillisberg, 
although it is evident, that the whole fullness ci her 
growth has not yet developed itself. The younger is 
more of a languishing beauty; but, from the know- 
ledge which 1 possess of your royal taste, the elder 
will be the object of your choice. 

" I have the honour to remain, &c. &c. 

"JOHN M'MAHON." 
*' To his Royal Highness the 
Prince Regent, &c. &c." 



The intimacy at Bath was cultivated. M^Mahon 
promised to intercede for the interest of the worthy 
clei^yman, and afterwards engaged to ensure him 
promotion. 
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In the midst of explanations, promises, and en- 
gagements, M^Mahon was smnmoned to town by the 
royal order. Ere he departed, he promised, instantly 
upon seeing the prince, to lay .their case before him, 
and dwelt in vivid terms upon the effects of such a 
representation. Within the ensuing fortnight, the cler- 
gyman received a letter from him, annoimcing ''that 
a vicarage was vacant, in the gift of the Crown, to 
which he should receive the presentation." M'Mahon 
again visited Bath, and reconmiended the clergyman 
and family to take up their abode in the metropohs. 
For this purpose, he had engaged apartments in the 
house of Mrs. General Hamilton, in Gloucester-place, 
to which they soon resorted. In the mean time, 
M'Mahon informed the clergjnnan that his induction 
virould shortly take place, and that, in the interim, he 
must employ himself in the most agreeable manner, 
as also his daughters, in the amusements the town 
afforded. Mrs. Hamilton was also pleased to say she 
would be their conductor and companion upon all 
occasions. The lady just named was a gay, though 
unsuspected, character. Shortly after this period, at 
an evening party, M'Mahon introduced '^ Colonel 
Fox," a gentleman, he said, allied to the noblest fami- 
lies, and of an immense fortune. 

If our readers should ask, who was Colonel Fox ? 
We answer, the Prince of Wales ! 

We hasten to the conclusion of this most infamous 
history. The deceived clerg3rman was informed that 
he must immediately proceed to a village in Leices- 
tershire, where his induction would inistantly take 
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place^ and he took leave of his daughters, with an 
assurance that they were in the best society. Indeed, : 
Mrs. Hamilton had evinced such interest and appa- 1 
rent solicitude in their happiness^ that his heart was 
relieved from any suspicious doubts for their safety. 
This amiable father took leave of his children in the 
most affectionate manner ; but little did he imagine 
that embrace would be the last he should ever receive 
from them, — ^yet so it proved. A short time after, 
early in the day, M'Mahon called upon Mrs. General 
Hamilton, expressing the necessity of her seeing her 
solicitor upon some affaurs relative to the estate of her 
deceased husband. 

The carriage was ordered, and the secretary pro- 
posed to remain with the younger, while the elder 
sister accompanied Mrs. H. " We will first drive to 
Taylor's, in Bond-street," said Mrs. Hamilton, *' he 
has some conunissions to execute for me ;" and ac- 
cordingly they were set down there. 

The obsequious shoe-maker requested them to walk 
into the drawing-room, which they did ; and in a few 
minutes Mrs. H. said, " I will now step down, and 
transact my business with Taylor." In a short time 
she returned, saying, ^' How truly fortunate we are ; 
Colonel Fox has just entered the shop, and, being 
informed you are here, has solicited permission to 
keep you company until I return from my solicitor's ; 
tfou cannot refuse the request*;" and then, without 
waiting for a reply, she left the room. The preten^d 
Colonel Fox entered; he professed eternal loveBX^i 
unalterable cotistancy ; and, within, one hour, this 
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lovely, but most unfortunate, female was added to the 
iriamoudy^eUed list of the prince's del«ucheries 
and cruel seductions. 

We leave our readers to judge of the duplicity 
used to remove the father, and destroy the virtue 
of the daughter ; the younger sister still lives — a me- 
lancholy proof of outraged and insulted honour. 

We have given this detail to satisfy the scrupulous 
portion of society, that the prince merited a thousand- 
fold more exposure than he ever received. 

At this period, Mr. Whitbread was very pressing 
with the Princess of Wales, advising her to make a 
tour upon the continent, in order to divert her mind 
from the ceaseless provocations she was so frequently 
called upon to endure. Upon one occasion, he pressed 
the subject with considerable warmth, and his great 
earnestness surprised her royal highness. With her 
usual readiness, she said, " I feel sure Mr. Whitbread 
does not intend any thing disagreeable in these re- 
marks ; but, sir, are you aware Mr. Canning has 
been pressing the same opinion upon my notice ? and 
I do not comprehend why this suggestion is made by 
you also. If I go away, shall I not leave my beloved 
child, exposed to the determinate will and caprice of 
the queen, and others, who, doubtless, will vex her 
as much as possible ? Are you, sir, requested to re- 
present this to me, or is it your private opinion r 
Mr, W. replied, '^ It is my personal opinion^ and 
solely to provide against any unhappy effects arising 
from the queen's displeasure, which" he added, ^' I 
well know is unbounded." 
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On the 27th of May, the princess i^ent to tk | 
Opera House. It was her first appearance in public ; 
since her triumphant acquittal. Her royal highsess j 
was received with considerable acclamations, while 
even her enemies were compelled to ackno^edge the 
dignity, delicacy, and feelwg, pre-eminently displayed 
in her behaviour. 

On the 30th, the Regent gave a grand supper and 
ball, but the princess was not invited. At this time, 
a petition was presented to the House, sighed " Jok 
Dangler" purporting to be " the humble petition" o! 
Sir John and Lady Charlotte Douglas, requesting 
to be re-sworn and re-examined upon the depositions 
made by them in 1806 ; but it was deemed most pro- 
dent to decline the prayer of the petition, and in con- 
sequenge it was decUned. 

Endless vexations and anxieties followed, and the 
year 

1814 

was commenced under similar circumstances. 

The transactions of this peculiarly-eventfiil year 
can never fail to excite an unabating interest in the 
minds of a faithful people. The Douglas party were 
promised rewards, which they did not finally obtain, 
except in a less degree, as it was alleged they had 
failed in the principal point ; namely, the degradatiofl 
of the princess, by a fiiU and unlimited verdict against 
her royal highness, agreeable to the charges they had 
preferred. 
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The queen was indignant beyond bounds. " What !" 
said her Majesty, " am I for ever to be disappointed 
l>y the adroit talents of the princess, whose very name 
I hate ! It must not be. If she be recognised as an 
unblemished character, I am well satisfied the odium 
of the whole proceedings will fiiU upon me ; and rather 
would I prefer death than suflfer her royal highness 
to triumph over me !" 

Lord Castlereagh was consulted, and he engaged to 
do his utmost ; and the Regent again suggested the 
idea of the princess going abroad, when steps, more 
effectual, might be taken at opportunities most suitable 
for a favourable result. Lord C. the next day in- 
formed the princess, by a note, " that for the present 
time all interviews with the Princess Charlotte must 
cease." In an early part of this year, the princess 
gave an entertainment at Montague House, where a 
select party was invited, in honour of the Princess 
Charlotte's birth day, the 7th of January, who had 
attained her eighteenth year. 

« 

An unexpected event gave the Princess Charlotte 
an interview with her mother for nearly two hours, 
in which these two affectionate relatives ejoyed an 
undisturbed conversation. The Prijicess Charlotte 
was very open and expUcitly candid in her commu- 
nications to her dear mother on the severity of the 
queen, during the time she had lately spent with her 
at Wiadsor; and, among other observations, re- 
marked, '' that her Majesty was a tyrant to all aroxmd 
her. If you walk out with the queen," continued the 
princess, '' you are sure to be told your pace is disa- 
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greeable^ either too quick or too slow. If you fee! 
pleasure in seeing any sweet pretty plants and ex^m 
admiration of its several beautiM colours^ and its 
various delicate appearances, you are sure to be told, 
such observations prove your want of taste and judge- 
ment. Indeed, my dear mother, I like any bodj 
better than my disagreeable grandmother, and I car 
never permit myself to remain with her so long again 
When I am at the castle, I am seldom allowed tc 
see my grandfather, the king ; and, when I do, k 
scarcely looks at me, and seems extremely unhappj 
When my royal £ither goes to the castle, he is alwayi 
with the queen alone, and very rarely pays a visit to 
the king." Such was the ingenuousness of the Princess 
Charlotte. She would immediately speak the truth, 
and defy all results, rather than act with dissimulatioD 
in order to please or conciliate any one. This was 
the longest interview which was to fall to the lot ot 
these highnspirited and generous-minded personages. 
Alas ! their destiny might have been portrayed by 
the pen of cruelty, and traced in crimson colours. At 
parting, the princess most tenderly embraced her 
mother, and that parent for the moment forgot all 
her sorrows. But what was her agitation, when her 
onlt/ hope was saying, " Farewell !" Agonizing-^ 
beyond all expression — agonizing! We must sym- 
pathize with such sorrows, and admit the propriety 
of the remark of the Princess of Wales at this sepa- 
ration, '' My life has aheady been too long, since it 
has been one continued scene of misfortune." 

About this time, the prince paid a visit to the Duke 
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of Rutland^ for the avowed purpose of standing 
sponsor to the young marquis^ the duke's son and 
heir. The preparations for the reception and accom- 
modation of his royal highness were upon the most 
magnificent scale, which, we are sorry to relate, were 
little else than thrown away. In the evening, the 
sparkling goblet was so freely emptied by the 
royal guest, that he was obliged to be carried to the 
chamber prepared for him. Do not imagine, gentle 
reader, that we are disposed to paint in colom^ too 
vivid the mischances of this luckless night ; our only 
fear is, that we cannot make choice of language, suf- 
ficiently bold and striking, to exhibit the disastrous 
events in terms appropriately glowing. The prince was 
unfortunate, and committed such siris and transgres- 
sions in this ducal apartment, and in the bed prepared 
for him, that, at a very early hour, his carriage was 
ordered, and his royal highness was on the road to 
London ! The domestics at Belvoir Castle were left to 
relate this very disagreeable incident, and testify that 
the means required for the purification of these 
premises were neither of a common quality, nor of 
a slender number. 

However facetiously we may have spoken of this 
untoward occurrence, yet we recoil with disgust and 
indignation from such scenes, and the revolting truth, 
that this was the prince invested with kingly autho- 
rity, and to whom so many millions of intelligent 
beings were looking for the redress of their grievances, 
and the amelioration of their many miseries. De- 
luded people ! Is it a fact, that kings are invested with 
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the character only that they may be to their peopi 
what a shepherd is to his flock^ or a lather to bi 
family ? If this be true, are not sovereigns who de- 
part from these designs and practices traitors to theii 
trust ? They affect to admire that which they neg- 
lect to practise, and run their dissolute round of 
dissipation and voluptuousness, until nature, weaziec 
with the excess, sinks under it. 



The king's indisposition increased in the early pat 
of this year, and the overbearing tyranny of the queen 
did not exhibit any abatement. 

In May, she addressed several notes to the Princess 
of Wales to forbid her appearance at the Drawiuf 
Room, to which the princess replied very simply, bm 
very spiritedly. Some of these letters were afterwarik 
^ published, but several were suppressed. It was ai 
this time that the prince expressed his unalterable de- 
termination '^ never again to meet the princess, either i^ 
ptiblic or private/* and the queen was the person who 
communicated his royal highness' determination to 
the princess. 

About three weeks after this announcement, some 
illustrious foreigners, who were formerly intimate wi'^i 
the family of the princess, paid her royal highness a 
visit ; and, on the ensuing day, they received her 
royal highness' invitation to dine with her on ^ 
day se'nnight. It was accepted with pleasure, and 
about an hour previously to the appointed time for 
dinner, an apology was sent, asking pardon for ti^ 
delay, which was said to be imavoidable, as the 
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impediments arose from the commands of the Regent^ 
which had only been commmiicated to them a few 
hours before. Upon Mr. Canning's next visit to the 
princess, he explained the reason, by saying, " that 
Colonel M'Mahon desired, as a compliment, they 
would dine at Carlton House that day, and expressed 
an apology for the shortness of the invitation, as the 
Regent had some days before given him his mst^c- 
lions to invite them, but that he (the Colonel) had 
forgotten it in the hurry of business. Now," added 
Mr, Canning, *^ I know this story to be an invention, 
for it was only on the very morning of the day ap- 
pointed by your royal highness that a brother of 
the Regent heard of their intended visit, and informed 
him of it; and the prince then commanded M'Mahon 
to invite the party to dine at Caxlton House, which 
they could not reftise, as etiquette would forbid thehr 
accepting any engagement in preference to that of 
the Regent." 

In June, the Allied Sovereigns arrived in London, 
and fetes and festivals followed in close succession; 
New honoiurs were conferred upon several persons, 
who had been leaders in the late contests. Lord 
Wellington was created Marquis of Douro and Duke 
of WelUngton. To support this hew dignity, four 
hundred tJwusand pounds were granted to him by par- 
liament. 

In consequence of the queen's edict, the Princess of 
Wales was excluded from the Drawing Rooms, held in 
honour of the illustrious guests ; and this bitter draught 
of persecuting mahce was sufficient to fill her cup of 
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sorrow. Under these trying circumstances^ Mr. Can 
ning and Mr« Whitbread gave their advice^ thati: 
would be better for all parties if the princess absentee 
herself for a period^ as the queen was so severe to tk| 
Princess Charlotte^ in consequence of h^r regard k 
her mother. This consideration wa3 enough. '^ Yes, 
said her royal highness, ^'^for the sake of my child, I 
will leave England ; I feel assured that my a£9ict£c 
father-in-law, the king, cannot survive long ; he t 
&Iling vpry gradually. But the crisis may be suddeo 
in that case, you know my situation ; and what h 
been refused to the Primness of Wales cannot, I pi^ 
sume, be refused to the Queen of England ! In msioDi 
this reference, I merely and only mean, that I have 
hitherto been treated with the mdst unQierited severity, 
and the greatest injustice ; this, I hope, will not be 
permitted in th^ . event of my being queen* I name 
this, to satisfy you, as my friends, that whenever I can 
return to this country with safety to my child^ anJ 
honour to my few zealous friends^ I shalji not lose one 
moment in answering thie summons." 

On the. 4th pf June,. Lord Castlereagh moved in 
the Coipmittee of, the Hou^^, that jyip thomod 
pomds be annually, paid to her royal highness tk 
Princess of Wales. Mr. Whitbread offered some very 
correct and spirited remarks upon th6 subject, and the 
motion was agreed to. The princess, in the most g^ 
nerous Qiann^, wrote to the Speaker, on the 5th, 
decUning tq receive more than thirty-five thousands, 
adding, as a reaison for this, her dislike to ihcrease the 
already heavy burdens imposed upon the nation. 
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The manner in which this most honourable act was 
received is best explained in the words of Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, who, on the 8th, called the attention of the 
House to the letter of the princess, and concluded by 
sa}ring, ^' that it was not his duty to vote the public 
money to a subject who was not inclined to receive 
it/' Her royal highness certainly was not much in- 
debted to Lord Castlereagh for his very elegant and 
noble mention, thus made ; and the most dim-sighted 
being might have very possibly beUeved, that " if the 
vessel came safe to shore," a Marquisate would not 
be refiised. 

The princess at length requested leave of the minis- 
ters to go abroad. This was very readily granted, and, 
after some arrangements for correspondence, her 
royal highness prepared to depart. A very short 
interview was permitted with the cluld of her hopes 
and aflPections, while even that was attended by the 
ladies in waiting. They separated then — TO MEET 
NO MORE IN THIS WORLD ! This was a day 
of triumph for the queen, and the basest of incUna- 
tions took the precedency. 

Her royal highness arrived at Worthing on the 2nd 
of August, and on the 9th embarked for the conti- 
nent. We well know the sorrows of the princess 
were of such a nature, that any attempt to depict 
them would prove fixiitless. They who can give 
the exact number of drops of which the mighty 
ocean is composed, — ^they who can count the fallen 
leaves of autumn, or accurately shew the sum total 
of sand-^ains upon the sea-shore, might attempt to 

l2 
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decipher the feeUngs of this basely-treated and mho- 
manly-persecuted princess! The evening of her 
departure was spent in rioting and drunkenness by 
the inhabitants of Carlton House, as they had attamed 
a portion of their object, and, in a great measure, 
relied upon final success. Magnificence, in even 
imaginable form, was lavishly exhausted in succeeding 
varieties of expensive decorations, for the entertaifl- 
ments given at this period by the unparalleled princt 
What gorgeous pageantry ! The massive services ci 
costly and richly-chased gold, and the viands senei 
upon them, in addition to every other luxurious ap- 
pendage, were daily superceded by others, still mon 
rare and expensive than the preceding ones. Hun- 
dreds of thousands were lavished upon useless pomf' 
while, perhaps, a poor tradesman, who had received A 
honour of an order by command of the prince, and had 
borrowed the larger portion of the means to enable 
him to execute it, solicited, in the most humble mafl- 
ner, a portion of his debt ; but alas ! solicited in vain 
And, after daring to press his destitute and ruined con- 
dition several times, is probably forbidden ever to bsI 
for the settlement again, but to wait the royal pks- 
sure. His impatient creditors, in the interim, arrest 
him ; he is carried to a prison, and, in the agony of to 
soul, commits suicide. Many a wife and family <^' 
children have thus been reduced to a workhouse, 
and the greater munber of them afterwards thrown 
upon the town ! But — ^these are the privileges of 
royalty ! 

The queen was, doubtless, requiring a change of 
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scene, and, in order to amuse her Majesty, it was pro- 
posed that she should repair to Brighton for a short 
time, accompanied by the princesses. The Princess 
Charlotte, after the departure of her much-beloved 
mother) appeared very unhappy, and, from that 
time, saw her father and grandmother as seldom as 
possible* They well knew she was favourable to her 
mother's cause, in opposition to their's, not only from 
the very great affection which she naturally felt for 
her mother, but also from the munberless proofs 
which she personally had received of the honourable 
motives by which the conduct of the Princess of Wales 
had been influenced. To these might be added, the 
opinion of the nation upon the subject, and the very 
great respect at all times paid to her royal highness 
by those persons who were independent of the 'royal 
family and the government. 

Six thousand pounds were added to the income of 
the Duke of Cumberland this year, upon his mar- 
riage with the Princess of Salms. Upon her Ma- 
jesty's return to Windsor, she found the king some- 
thing improved in natural spirits, but desirous not to 
be troubled with any unnecessary visiters. This slight 
improvement was, however, of very short duration; 
for, in a few days afterwards, this distressingly-afflicted 
sovereign relapsed into insensibility, and frequently 
was very boisterous in his conduct. 

In November, the prince opened the session in 
person. The amount required for this year's service 
was upwards of one hundred and sixteen millions, 
twenty^seven of which were raised by loan. 
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The year 

1815 

comnienced under a great many public and private 
difficulties. The Regent found himself in a very 
unpleasant situation, being under the necessity of in- 
creasing the nmnber of the various orders of knight- 
hood, in order to preserve himself a sufficiency of 
adherents. 

A strange concatenation of events had also placed 
the rest of the royal family in an uneasy position. 
The Duke of Kent, some considerable time before, 
entered into a positive engagement with a foreign prin- 
cess, and had solemnly promised her marriage ; yet, 
upon requesting his mother's approbation of the choice 
he had made, how great was his surprise and indigna- 
tion to find that she would not Usten to it for a mo- 
ment ! But, hastily snatching up the letter a second 
time, she said, " It is impossible such things can be 
permitted ; we need money too much in our own fe- 
mily to squander it upon these miserably-poor con- 
nexions." This indignant lady quite forgot, or did not 
choose to remember, her own origin, and the great 
wealth she had brought to this country. Ere this per- 
sonage had said so much, she should have called to 
mind the many noble acts by which she had been dis- 
tinguished above all other royal ladies, and ought to 
have refiected, how many thousands had publicly suf- 
fered privations and want to permit her noble self and 
family to reap the reward, and how many had been 
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privaiefy disposed of to sati^ her inordinate ambition 
and insatiable thirst for power ! 

While writing this, we feel agitated by our 
thoughts, and cannot help blushing for humanity 
when it exhibits such revolting characteristics. It 
was very frequently asserted, that Mr. Whitbread did 
not advise the Princess of Wales to leave England ; 
but this assertion is incorrect. As soon as the princess 
was known to have left Brunswick, and while pro* 
ceeding to Geneva, persons were despatched from the 
British Court to watch ail the movements and pursuits 
of her royal highness, and to report accordingly, 
through agents appointed for the purpose^ Our 
country's money was used upon this base buaoiess 
with no sparing hand. Mr. Whitbread, being per- 
fectly aware that tiiese secret contrivances were put 
into execution, was more in fear of some evil result 
to the princess than if she had- remained in England. 
He, as well as many others, knew that assassination 
was of very frequent occurrence in Italy, and more 
than once expressed himself anxious to see the 
princess safely landed again on our shores. But Has 
was not permitted ; for, on the 6th of July, he com- 
mitted suicide, while in a state of mental aberration 
He fell a sacrifice to the intensity of his feelings upon 
several most important subjects. 

As a man of firm and unrelaxing principles, Mr. 
Whitbread is justly entitled to the palm of victory. 
He never allowed himself to be bribed into disho- 
norable actions ; and we cannot, therefore, attribute 
his unhappy end to the stings of conscience. 
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The man whose life, or a principal portaon of it, 
has been spent in furthering the ^y schemes and 
traacherous plans of others may, very probably, in 
the midst of enjoying the reward of his villainous 
conduct, be struck by memory's faithful reflectioo, 
and, afraid . of exposure, prefer instant death ; but 
the patriot who loves his country, and has lai^ely 
contributed his portion of talent in the defence 
of justice and liberty, finding his exaiioiis of no 
wmlable we, and sick at heart at the insults levied 
against the oppressed, may be tempted to rush into 
the presence of his Maker by his own act This, lat- 
ter case, no doubt, applies to the aun whose untimely 
end we are now lamenting. It was Mr. Whitbread's 
glory to be an Englishman, — ^it is his Country's boast 
that he used his energies for her general bene£t. 
He actively and fearlessly investigated the canse 
and nature of abuses, was the ready advocate of 
the oppressed, and the liberal fdend of all mankind .' 

The Princess of Wales, in the mean time, was like 
an exile, wandering from place to place. Pow lady! 
she. was, indeed, to be pitied ! 

The amoimt required for the service of this year 
wm one hwtdred and sixteen millions of money ! whici 
was obtained from the heavily-taxed people,— by the 
sweat of their brow, and by robbing their starving 
families of comforts. 

From these oppressive and unjmt enactions, the 
MONSTER ARISTOCRACY has reared its v^Bwmv^^ 
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and HYDRA HEAD. It WRS engendered in Deception^ 
brought forth by Infamy, nursed by Indolence, 
educated by Sovereign Power, and lives the life of an 
iMPO&TOR^ — DARING and HARDY. We prognosti- 
cate that, very ^speedily, it ivill exhibit symptoms of 
CONSUMPTION, and, notwithstanding all the care that is 
taken of it, must grow fainter and fcmter^ until, ex- 
hausted by extreme debility, it will heave its last sigh 
in the depths of OBLIVION. 



Thus much for ambition. The mighty torrent has 
spent itself, and, on the site where the proud Babel 
reared its. hfty heads will speedily shoot forth the 
TREE of LIBERTY. May its fruits prove healing to 
nations ! Merit will then be rewarded, industry re- 
compensed, commerce revive, and tranquillity reign 
in society. KINGS ztill learn to do justice, sangui- 
nary laws will be abolished ; and thus the millennium 
of peace and joy will be established on a basis immove- 
able and impregnable^ 

We now enter upon the year 

1816, 

which was fraught with the fates of individuals and 
of kingdoms. 

The best and most-accredited journals now an- 
nounced the intended marriage of the Princess Char- 
lotte of Wales with the Prince Leopold of Saxe Co- 
bourg, which had received the.sanction of the Regent. 
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We are free to acknowlec^e^ that this intended unkm 
appeared to us^ for many reasons, highly improper, 
and too closely allied to the drcumstances of George 
the Third. We knew^ for a consideraMe p^od^ tfak 
prince had been paying the most devoted attentions to 
a lady of no usual merit and accomplishmegits ; and, 
also^ that marriage had been promised; tiierefore, 
such an announcement filled us with surprise and in- 
dignation. We did not believe the prinoe ivas a Pro- 
testant from conviction^ if he professed so4o be ; and 
feared that, if finally the husband of the princess^ he 
would only be a convert to these smitiments £r<»n con- 
venience, or as an oceadonal reformer, but, really and 
in truth, by inclination and education— a Catholic 
We do not name the religious sentiments of the prince 
as any degradation or disqualification to his character 
as a MAN. or as a prince, but simply to shew that his 
principles prohilnted his entrance, by marriage, into 
the English royal family ; for the act expressly declares 
such connexions or marriages, or intermarriages, shall 
be null and void. While, by mere a(;cident, we were 
passing through the city of Augsburgh, in the early 
part of this year, we heard various reports upon the 
subject in question, and the paper of the day having 
met our eye, what were our feelings when we read th^ 
annexed paragraph ! 



tf 



Augsburgh, January 10, 



" The Gazette of this city contains the following 
article, from Vienna, of January 3rd : ' Yesterday 
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ivas celebrated^ in the cathedral church of St. 
Stephen^ in the presence of the reigning Duke oif 
Saxe Cobourg, the MARRIAGE of Ms brother. 
Prince Leopold, with the young and beautiful 
Counter of Cohaky, according to the rites of the 
Catholic Church.' *' 

In contemplating this circumstance, every honest 
man must view the conduct of Leopold tvith indigna^ 
tion. Precept, it is said, surpasses exavwple. George 
the Third committed BIGAMY, his son George did 
the same, and the remaining Hope of England was 
destined to be a victim to similar wickedness. 

After some formal correspondence, the Regent sent 
a message to both Houses of Parliament, on the 14th 
of March, to announce the marriage contract of his 
daughter, the Princess Charlotte, with his Serene 
Highness the Prince Leopold of Saxe Cobourg. 
Sixty thousand pounds were voted to the illustrious 
couple, annually ; and, in case of her royal high- 
ness* demise, FIFTY THOUSAND PER ANNUM 
were to be paid to the PRINCE for his life. Sixty 
thousand pounds were also granted for their outfit. 

Well may foreigners exclaim^ *' How generous are 
the great English people !" Alas ! it was not the act 
of the people ; but the absolute xoill of imbecility, 
ignorance, and impudence, which shall be hereafter 
fiilly explained. 

We must now refer our readers to the former ex- 
pectation of marriage between the Princess Charlotte 
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and the Prince of Orange. That union was much 
desired by the Regent, because the Prince of Orange 
had promised unrelenting opposition to the Princess 
of Wales. As soon as the Princess Charlotte was aware 
of this, she determinately refused to see the prince 
again ; and we well know, that the Duchess of Olden- 
burgh took every possible opportunity to press Prince 
Leopold upon her notice% Up to the moment of the 
marriage, the princess did not hear or know a 
single word about the former serious engagement of her 
alffianced husband, except the mean and paltry report, 
that he had been very voluptuous in his gratifications, 
and was then desirous of bidding an eternal adieu 
to those who had formerly led him . astral/. 
On the other hand, Charlotte was tired of the over- 
bearing and indiscriminate conduct of the queen, and, 
at all hazards, was resolved to be free from the re- 
straint of a lady, for whom she could neither feel 
affection or regard. 

Previous to the marriage. Prince Leopold so- 
lemnly promised to ftdfil every iota of the Princess 
Charlotte's wish, with respect to her abused and 
insulted mother ; and further engaged, that he never 
would permit or allow himself to be made a party, 
directly or indirectly, to injure the Princess of Wales, 
or to prevent any correspondence between the daughter 
and mother, which her royal highness the Princess 
Charlotte might approve of. 

The former engagement of the prince was not consi- 
dered by the queen as any sufficient impediment to the 
union of these personages, and used her utmost abilitf 
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to suppress any representation contrary to the interest 
of Prince Leopold. " The Augsburgh Gazettes" were 
bought up at an immense expense, to save the cha- 
racter of this prince from public animadversion, and 
consequent contempt and hatred. 

On the 21st of February, Prince Leopold arrived at 
the Clarendon Hotel ; Lord Castlereagh waited upon 
his serene highness, and, on the following day. Sir 
B, Bloomfield arrived from Brighton, with the Re- 
gent's command to invite the prince to the pavilion. 

Early on the ensuing morning, the prince and Sir 
Benjamin left town for Brighton; and his serene 
highness was received with as much warmth and 
friendship as if he had been an old acquaintance, or 
an especial friend. 

On the 27th, the queen, accompanied by the 
Princess Charlotte, and two of the princesses, arrived 
at the pavilion, from Windsor Castle ; the interview 
was short between the Prince Leopold and his in- 
tended bride. The family resolved that the marriage 
should take place as soon as possible. The royal 
ladies returned to Windsor, and the prince remained 
at Brighton, with the Regent. 

We must not forget to notice here, that it is said, 
in the marriage act of George the Second, "No 
branch of the royal family can marry under the age 
of twenty-five, without the consent of his Majesty." 
But, in this instance, the Prince of Wales took upon 
himself two separate offices, and acted in the capacity 
of father and sovereign. We leave it to every sen- 
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sible and reflecting mind, therefore, whether this was 
in agreement with the constitution. If the consent 
of the princess' parents were only necessary, why wa5 
her mother's not solicited ? She was certainly more 
capable of advising her daughter than the Either, wk 
had made it an invariable rule to Eve for him9e1f alm^ 
At the time these immense sums were voted foi 
this intended marriage and outfit, large means were 
required for the support of our expensive establish- 
ments at home, which ought to have prevented an; 
squandering of money upon foreigners, for we can- 
not consider Prince Leopold one of the family of 
Englishmen. 

Mr. Vansittart was very eloquent, in his way^ in set- 
ting forth *' the great, the incomparably great** station 
occupied by this country amongst the nations of the 
earth !" In truth, we will tell the precise state of our 
then greatness Oiu* jails were crowded with farmers, 
and the best of our mechanics ; our streets and roa(fe 
swarmed with beggars, nearly dying from filth and 
want; agriculture languished; pubHc spirit diminished, 
and, without some little change, would soon have 
been extinguished. Was it just dealing, to render 
millions wretched, to swell thereby the happiness of 
a few ? for thousands were pining in obscurity, od 
cursed the day that gave them being ! 

After some delays, caused by circimistances not 
very honorable on the part of Prince Leopold, t^^ 
marriage took place on the 2nd of May. 

A very general report was now circulated, that 
Prince Leopold pronounced his responses very t^^ 
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mulously, scarcely artictdating his portion of the 
ceremony. This is not to be wondered at, as he well 
knew the sacrifice of honour he was then making, 
and the inconstancy of his former sacred vows. If 
the country require explanation for these candid de- 
tails, WB think they may find it amply in the remits 
of this fatal marriage. 

We pass over the intermediate space between the 
marriage and the period when the Princess Charlotte 
was declared enciente ; this occurred tmce, but, after 
one disappointment, the accouchement wm expected 
z&ithall the ardour of English anticipation. 

The princess had generally expressed her opinion, 
that mankind, in reason, policy, philosophy, and re- 
LiGioN, were all of one great family, and hence arose 
her extreme aversion to the pomp and magnificence 
of the Court. Indeed, the princess shewed herself 
very firequently to the public, and was so fi-ee and 
gracious in her manners, that she appeared in a na- 
tural English character, far opposed to the German 
style, or its pompous demeanour. 

A circumstance, of no inferior import, gave suspicion 
to the inquiring spirit of the English nation ; this 
was, the return to office of George Canning. By the 
Tories, this event was regarded as a last re- 
source; by the Whigs, his accession, under royal 
&vour, was considered a token of victory. Each 
party was positively assured of an undeviating prin- 
ciple in this gentleman's character ; but each one had 
to learn that the opinion was erroneous. 
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I 

I 

This year also was strongly marked by the death oi j 
two individuals, who, though neglected in the btest 
moment of nature's extremity, had been the bosom 
companions and most private friends of the Regent'^ 
brother, and the Regent also. 

One of these, Mrs. Jordan, died on the 5th of 
July, near Paris, and was buried in the cemetery ol 
St. Cloud ; her body was put into a thin shell, stakei - 
black, with no ornament whatever. Mrs. Jordan 
had lived in Paris for some time in great privacy and 
poverty, imder the assumed name of Mrs. James, h 
not the present created Lord Fitzclarence, and others, 
the issue of this unfortunate lady's singular engage- 
ment with the prince of some great nation ? 

The other character was Richard Brinsley Sheridan, 
the favourite companion and devoted servant of the 
Prince of Wales. Let his wants and scanty means of 
subsistence be present whenever the name of &^ 
Prince Regent is mentioned ; and, let it ever be re- 
membered, that the man who had devoted his 
highly-improved and naturally-eloquent abilities to 
the cause of this Regent was permitted to die in the 
course of an arrest. 

How very similar are the fates of these individual: 
the former, enjoying the fiavour of a royal prince, the 
mother of a munerous family, but finally left to the 
mercy of strangers, who treated her only as a mistress 
and a disreputable character! She died neglected, and 
perished through the non-fiilfilment of those promises 
and written assurances so often made and deposited 

WITH HER. 
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Were it possible for thef departed Mrs. Jordan to 
describe all the sorrows she endured, or explain the 
various disappointments she underwent in this world, 
then indeed might we expect to witness the ap- 
pearance of the retributive angel on the earth, pro- 
claiming vengeance against her oppressors. Oh! why 
is it tolerated that royalty should be allowed to exer- 
cise the prerogative of inflicting the deepest wounds 
without the possibility of the injured party ever re- 
ceiving redress ? Is it not contrary to all laws, both 
! human and divine, to suppose '^ the king can do no 
wrong?" If a prince commit an act of injustice, ought 
he not to be equally amenable with the peasant to 
the laws of his country? 

Upon the retrospect of Mr. Sheridan's life, we are 
much struck by the ingratitude practised towards him 
by his royal master. The vices he had contracted were 
the results of his acquaintance with this " all-ac- 
complished prince," and during the period of his suc- 
cessive debaucheries with him, he frequently added 
his name to notes of hand, upon sight, or at a longer 
date, for the prince's extravagances, or to meet any 
demand that might be required upon a run of ill luck 
at the gaming table. Even the debt for which he 
was arrested was contracted under the last-mentioned 
circumstances, and had been paid by a note given 
solely for the Regent's use by this unfortunate courtier. 
As soon as the country became informed of the un- 
kindness Sheridan had experienced, they saw the 
character of the prince in its true light, forming their 
opinions from facts only, and not from the sophistical 

M 
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meaning given to his actions by the absolute prina 
himself, or by the parasites in his service. Honest 
men could not help grieving at the reflection, thattbe 
money produced by their labour, and even at the ex- 
pense of depriving their fiEimilies of comforts, was 
being squandered away at gambling-tables, upon un- 
worthy characters, and in unwarrantable undertakisgs 
The indignation caused by the base treatment oi 
Mrs. Jordan and Sheridan manifested itself in seveial 
publications of the day, and many fects were elicited 
relative to these two tmfortunate individuals ; indeed, 
there was scarcely a subject in the realm, at all ac- 
quainted with their shameful treatment, who did not 
indulge in some bold expression of disgust and abbcff- 
rence at the disgraceful conduct of certain illustriom 
individuals, as being the causes of their multiplied 
sorrows and sufferings. 

There was a time when monarchs or peers would 
have lived on the meanest food, merely sufficient fa) 
sustain human nature, in order to discharge i^ 
debts of a faithful servant; and it is well known, 
that, to. reduce the pressure of taxation or impost 
upon the poorer classes of society, a certain sovereign 
even pawned his jewels ! But, alas ! this reign soi 
regency did not present such an endearing feature to 
the nation ; on the contrary, the Regent of bkssei 
memory would rather have pawned his sulyects tfaao 
have relaxed in his extravagant pleasures. 

The marriage of the Princess Mary with her cousid> 
the Duke of Gloudester, took place in July, and g»^^ 
general satisfaction. 
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About this time^ a considerable sensation was pro- 
duced by the re-appearance of Mrs, Fitzherbert in 
the gay circles of &sfaion, The journals noticed such 
an luiexpected circumstance with timid expreission, 
and professed that delicacy prevented any explanatory 
remarks ! Ignorance and avarice were mpre probably 
the obi^cles in the way; but it would have. better 
become men^ who pretended to patriotism and inde- 
pendence of character^ to have stated unhesitatingly 
what they did know of the intentions of the royal 
plotters ; they certamly might have paid a fine, or 
endured some imprisonment for speaking the truth ; 
yet he who faulters when his coimtry's weal is at 
stake is unworthy the name of — Briton ! 

The Regent was determined^ impossible, to procure 
a divorce from the Princess of Wales, and the means 
how this might be accomplished were the only causes 
of delay. All the ungenerous and mean expedients 
hitherto used had been unavailing to produce the 
desired end. S]»es had not succeeded, and invention 
in plans and schemes began to be weary. 

At the various courts connected with the Holy Al- 
liance, the princess had received very little attention ; 
but in every circle where her royal highness appeared, 
which was uninfluenced by the crown, she wa& re* 
ceived rapturously, and treated most respectfully. 

Previous to the conclusion of this year, a naval 
captain was offered ten thomand pounds^ if he could, 
by any stratagem, obtain proof of adulterous inter* 
course between the princess and any person of rank 

M 2 
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whatever. The gentleman who made that offer L^ 
now alive^ and if this statement of simple truth meet 
his eye, siurely the blush of shame and guilt will dye 
his hludened cheek. 

The Baron Omteda was employed in this foul asd 
diabolical plot, and, as a reward for his services, be 
has received a sufficiency from the hard-earned monej 
of the tax-payers of this kingdom. We suggest that 
it would have been quite in character to have pre- 
sented the same in a purse, with ^'the reward 0/ 
VILLAINY " inscribed upon it. 

We cannot do better than, in this plac6, present 
our readers with a plain statement of &cts^ relative 
to the unfortunate Princess of Wales, which is ex- 
tracted, verbatim, from an original document now in 
our possession : 

" For some days past, there have been inserted, in 
several of the papers, various pretended extracts of 
letters from Milan, Munich, and other places^ i^ 
specting the Princess of Wales, and giving a most 
erroneous statement of an affair that occurred some 
months since in her royal highness' family. We 
have received from abroad an authentic narrative of 
the transaction alluded to. An Hanoverian baron 
was observed to follow the princess' route wherever 
she went. He was always received by her royal 
highness with the attentions due to his rank. On 
the princess' return to Milan from her long voyage, 
the baron was still there, and paid his respects to 



.--1 
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lier royal highness as usual ; but reports having come 
to the ears of her household, that the baron had 
made use of expressions in society, highly injurious 
to her royal highness, one of the gentlemen in her 
suite, an English officer, sent the baron a challenge, 
and this conveyed, in terms too plain and unequivocal 
to be misconstrued, that he accused him of 'a moist 
infamous and immanly return for the kindnesses he 
had ^received from her royal highness ;' . and called 
upon him to ^ meet him at eight o'clock the- next 
morning, at Bartassima, (half way between Mil^n 
and Como) there to answer for this sacred charge 
against his honour as a gentleman and a man, who 
had ever received the most marked hospitality at the 
hands of the princess, and who had committed the 
greatest act of hostility against the very first of vir- 
tues/ We copy the words as transmitted to us from 
Milan. This challenge was delivered to the baron 
by the hands of the Baron Cavalotti, a friend of. the 
English officer. The answer to this direct challenge 
was an attempt to explain away the charge imputed 
to him ; but an acceptance of the challenge, claiming 
his right to the choice of weapons, and saying that 
he would fight in Switzerland, but that his intended 
second was absent ; in two days he would send him 
to settle the time and place. 

'' Just at this period, a discharged servant . of her 
royal highness wrote a letter to the chief magistrate 
of Como, saying that his <;onscience touched him, 
and that he was desirous of making a confession of 
the part he had acted in a treacherous confederacy 
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with the Hanoverian^ in whose* pay he had been for 
the preceding ten months^ to disclose to him every 
transaction of the household^ to procure &lse keys to 
her royal highness^ apartments and drawers^ &c. &c. 
This was made known to her royal highness* She 
treated all that he could have obtained hy such ina- 
dious means with contempt ; and actually took the 
footman, who had thus acted is a spy upon her ac- 
tions, again into her service, on his imploring her 
pardon ; but another accomplice was delivered over 
to the poUc^, to be tried and punished. 

" The very next day after this discovery, her royal 
highness gave a grand entertainment, at which the 
Governor of Milan and all the principal nobility 
were present. When the princess communicated the 
whole affidr to the governor, he expressed his indig- 
nation at- the scandalous conduct, and having learnt 
that a challenge had passed from one of her ^ntle- 
men to the baron, said that certainly that person was 
unworthy to be treated as a' gentleman. The Hano- 
verian knew nothing of all this ; but, according to his 
promise, sent Count Cantenogh, one of the cham- 
berlains to the Austrian Emperor, to Como, who, 
having met the British officer, said he was not much 
acquainted vrith the Hanoverian who had requested 
him to be his second in ftn affair of honour ; that he 
was anxious to have the matter ftilly investigated ; 
and trusted that, if the baron should prove his inno- 
cence of the language imputed to him, the British 
officer would be satisfied that he had acted hastily^ 
&c. But, in case he was not satisfied, he was further 
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instructed to say^ that the baron wished the meetmg 

to be in Germany, on the confines of Prance, instead 

of Switzerland, and time could not be convenient 

to him sooner than three weeks, a month, or more, 

from that time, as he had to go to Hanover to settle 

his affairs in the interim. The Englishman then 

related to Count Cantenogh the disclosures that had 

been made the day before, and submitted to him 

whether such behaviour did not render his principal 

unworthy the support of a man of honour, or to be 

met as a gentleman. The Count declared that he 

could not be the second of such a person ; that he 

must justify himself from this infamous charge, or 

choose another friend. With this, the count returned 

to Milan, and a message was soon after delivered to 

her royal highness, from the governor, to say that 

the Hanoverian baron had received orders to quit 

the Austrian dominions, which he had accordingly 

done. 

^' This curious affair made a considerable noise at 
the time, which was the b^inning of November la^t, 
and is, we suppose, the foundation of the stories which 
have lately been circulated and misrepresented. 

" In the summer of 1815, a wicked secret plot was 
formed against the princess, the origin of which it is 
not difficult to guess. The princess was narrowly 
watched, and attempts were made to seduce her 
people ; but only one, Piqueur Grade, was so weak 
as to yield, and to promise Baron O** to conduct 
him into the apartments of the princess by means of 
false keys. The plot was, however, discovered, and 
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the piqueur tumed away. The man wrote to the 
Chevalier Tommassia, confessed that he had let him- 
self be seduced by Baron O** to betray his mistress, 
and be^ed for mercy. The princess thought it 
proper to acquaint the governor. Count Saivrau, with 
this event, and Baron O** was forced to leave the 
dominions of his Majesty the Emperor. HannauzD; 
the princess' private secretary, challenged the baron, 
but the latter has hitherto put it off. Since this 
affair, the princess is very cautious, particularly to- 
wards Englishmen whom she does not know ; but 
she conceals herself from nobody, only she wiU not 
be the object of calumny, and of a shameful espionage, 
of which she has already been the victim. What has 
happened gives ground to fear still greater enormities. 

'* An event, which took place at Genoa, has more 
the appearance of an attempt at assassination thsm 
robbery. Some armed men penetrated, during the 
night, into the house of the princess, and almost into 
her bed-chamber. An alarm being given, one of the 
servants fired upon these people, and pm^ued them, 
but in vain. It is not yet discovered what were their 
intentions. But let a veil cover all this. Her first 
master of the horse, Schiavini, has kept a circmn- 
stantial account of her journey to the Holy Land. 
The princess went from Genoa to the island of Elba, 
thence to Sicily and Barbary, then to Palestine. She 
visited Jerusalem, Athens, &c., and was every where 
received with the honours due to her rank. 

'^ By the assistance of several Uteratiy^e obtained i 
a collection of valuable antiquities, for which object 
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she spared no expense. Wherever the princess ap- 
peared^ she left behind her grateful recollections by 
her beneficence. At Tunis, she obtained the freedom 
of several slaves. The princess is now employed in 
writing the history of her life, which she will make 
pixblic when the time comes. 

^' By this, she will throw great light on many fiicts 
I which are now involved in obscurity.'* 

We need hardly oflTer a remark upon the vindictive 
I measures, so ftdly set forth in this narrative, exer- 
r cised against the unfortunate Princess of Wales. It 
will not be difficult for our readers to recognize the 
REAL INSTIGATORS of the many annoyances she en- 
dured ; their names will be handed down to fiiture 
generations as the '' Oppressors of Innocence/' while 
the finger of Scorn will mark the spot where lies 
their " sordid dust.** 

The calamitous situation of the nation at this pe- 
riod was truly appalling. Subscriptions were entered 
into for the purpose of relieving the distresses of the 
poor, and her Majesty's name was put down for three 
hundred pounds. If we were to be prohx in our ac- 
count of this German lady's discretionary liberality, 
we should be under the necessity of filling a volume 
with the details ! 

In the year 

1817, 

a crisis had arrived, when the follies established by 
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fashion, and consecrated by custom, must unavoid- 
ably yield to the necessities of the occasion ; we shaB, 
therefore, strip off all affectation of pretended deli- 
cacy, and boldly stand forward as Ae advocates of 
TRUTH, FEARLESS of giving offence, even thoi]gli 
we probe the wound to its core. 

In a very early part of this moimiful year, the 
queen was indisposed, so much so as to cause alaxin 
for the issue. It was deemed expedient that th 
Prince Regent, who was then at Brighton, should 
be informed of the circumstance, and the Duke of 
York set off in the night to convey the inteOigem 
to him. Why a courier could not have been for- 
warded, we do not pretend to say, but DECEiPTioN and 
mystert are always inseparable. Shortly afterwani^ 
however, her Majesty was declared convalescent, 2d 
the &mily were gratified by her recovery, being weB 
assured that her assistance was of the most essentia) 
consequence to the completion of the Regent's wishes, 
in the intended divorce. 

In February, the '* Habeas Corpus Act" was sus- 
pended, and, upon suspicion only, were Mr. Evens and 
his son seized and committed to prison, on a chai^ 
of treason. They observed at the tune,, with great 
truth, '* Poor devoted England! she cannot be called 
our country, but our grave!" This was confinned 
by Lord Sidmouth, who rendered his every service 
in this disgraceful business, and was at all imaginable 
pains to prove, that his most worthy master, tk 
Regent, was the '' Vicegerent of heaven, and had all 
power upon earth.*' 
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The nation was now elated by the information that 
;he Princess Charlotte was likely to give an heir to 
:lie throne, and her health being so regularly good, 
no doubts were entertained of her safety. 

Upon the princess, the English people had placed 
their hopes, and they lived in anidous expectation to 
see the then existing tyranny of power superceded 
by a new form of government. In the mean time, 
every member of the royal family appeared much inte- 
rested for the health of the queen, who experienced 
several relapses ; but, after each attack, when she ap- 
peared in public, no symptoms of previous im&sposition 
were visible. 

Lords Liverpool, Castlereagh, and Sidmouth, not 
forgetting Canning, were now the arbiters of the fates 
of nations ; their will was no sooner expressed than 
it passed into a law, and, while revelling at the festive 
boa^ with their puissant prince, the country, in ge- 
neral, was in the most pitiable condition. Even bread 
and water were not always within the poor man's 
grasp, and the starved peasantry of Ireland, in open 
defiance of military power, were living by* stealing 
raw potatoes, to enable them to eke out their most 
miserable existence! Under this humiliating con- 
dition, their rights and liberties were suspended, 
and it was made ^' treason and sedition'' to murmur 
or complain. 

When the tyrannous King John oppressed his sub- 
jects, and endeavoured to usurp despotic power, the 
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barons aissembled around him, and^ unsheathing thai 
swords, swore, '^ that the laws of England should sof 
be changed" But Lord Castlereagh was our Dictatur] 
and a standing army of one hundred and forty thoii^ 
sand men, to enforce his measures, destroyed even the 
chance of emancipation. 

We may, with truth, say, this courtier presumed to 
wing an eaglets flight, without having an eagle's ey. 
and consequently, dazzled by the sun of power,— to 
which, in his folly, he aspired, — ^he fell to the earth. 

With his lordship's motives, we do not wish to ii)* 
terfere ; but, as historians, we have an undoubted rigbt 
to anatomize his actions; because he was a/vowedly^^ 
servant of the people, and was munificently rewarded, 
as such, fi*om the public purse. This nobleman may 
be compared to a destructive weed, defacing, as well 8S 
impoverishing, the British land. We may add, in the 
words of oiu" immortal bard, that his lordship was ''a 
man, and a bold one too, that dare look on that whick 
might appal the devil/' 

It is our indispensible duty, at this period of out 
labours, to shew, that the wants and heavy distresses 
of the people drove them to the commission of crime, 
and the diligence of well-chosen officers and prosecu- 
tors, with the partiality of judges, supplied the defect 
of evidence needful for punishment. The law was 
made a snare, virtue was suppressed, vice fomented 
and rewarded, when on the side of the oppressors; 
indeed, tyranny had usurped the sway, and ruled with 
an iron rod. This was not solely confined to the 
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tiigher tribunals^ but was also apparent in almost 
every inferior coiut. We here record one shameful 
ixxstance of unfeeling injustice : On the 3rd of May, 
a.xi Irishman, named Patrick Ryan, forfeited his life 
opposite Newgate, and, on the very same morning, 
Inis widow was tried for endeavouring to assist him to 
escape from prison ! The jury earnestly, but ineffec- 
tually, pleaded her cause ; and though she was now a 
Viriclow, with an infant at her breast, wretched and 
friendless, the sentence was, '^ that she be imprisoned 
ONIE MONTH in Ncwgatc !" What foreign nation or 
uncivilized people could have done more ? Who but 
would have acted as this woman did ? We answer, 
every individual possessing the feelings of oiu* common 
nature ! And the ruthless despot that awarded that 
sentence deserved never again to repose in the bosom 
of his wife, or be cheered by the smile of his children. 
He ought, like Cain, to have been sent out from 
among men. 

Power, in some quarters, was every thing ; it served 
as a shield and buckler; and, while all the professions 
of MITRED HEADS and LAWN SLEEVES wcTc SO actively 
circulated, they, in the sequel, were foimd partisans 
in the cause they appeared to despise. 

It is our duty to tear the mask of hypocrisy aside, 
and exhibit the deformity of power, more especially 
when disguised under the specious form of piety. He 
who can assume the sanctity of a saint, and perform 
the deeds of a ruffian, shall not be spared in our ex- 
planations of TRUTH ! The title of ** Right Reverend 
Father in God" shall not cause us to be dismayed, 
if, by their reverend works, they prove themselves to 
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be the children of the devil We assert our opinioL' 
very fearlessly^ because we know '' &cts are stubbm 
things/' The following faux pas of a '^ limb of tiit 
church'' may not suit some people's ideas of rectitudi, 
but it is, nevertheless, true as ''holy writ :** A certain 
divine (nearly at the summit of his profession) m 
£ascinated by a female of general and common cel^ 
brity. The lady, being honoured with a private inter- 
view one evening, and while resuming her external 
apparel, contrived to borrow, very uneeremoiiious}// 
the prelate's watch, which, with its elegant and costly 
appendages, were worth a hundred and twenty guineas. 
The case of this divine was unprecedented^^ hard, be- 
cause, if he advertised his loss, certain exposure and 
disgrace must have been the inttnediate consequence; 
therefore, to save his conduct fixmx investigation, he 
was compelled to be silent about the ^^ luckless msr 
hap;" and never, to this day, has he dared to take 
any steps against the offender. How applicable to 
this case is the remark, '^ Tell me your company, and 
I will tell you your conduct." The *' Right ReFer- 
end" agreed, it appears, in this opinion, and acted in 
conformity to its sentiment. 

We are not what the world terms infidels ; but we 
detest to see the took of power endeavour to subdue 
the nation by pretended godliness. We well ImoWj 
that, to the eternal confusion of the conspirators and 
actors in the tragedies we are about to describe^ we 
must enter fearlessly, boldly, and resolutely, upon our 
"Registry of FACTS and Occurrences." 

In our future elucidations, the injured su^ect shall 
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be able to trace his enemy! We only premise^ that 
heavy indeed is the responsibility which those in power 
owe to. heaven and to man ! If they finally be foxmd 
to have violated the high trust reposed in them, 
tlie punishment must be expected to be adequately 
severe, and the visitations of an avenging providence 
will be unrelaxingly fiilfilled. 

During the last two reigns. Distress and Want 
tyrannized over the laxger portion of society ; com- 
plaints were prevailing topics of the day, and the 
glory of our country dwindled into a mere spec*, 
where formerly appeared a dazzhng orb of light! 
Taxation, like a vampire, fed upon our blood, while 
ruined commerce was not an imaginary occurrence, 
but a fatal truth ; our jails were overflowed with vie- 
tinos, and our workhouses overstocked with paupers. 
From whence did these sorrows arise ? We answer, 
from the suppression of TRUTH, and the existence 
of FALSEHOOD ! There was no balance of power ; 
and wherever the oppressed subject is a slave, there 
will the haughty monarch prove himself despotic. 

We are induced to make these remarks by a know- 
ledge of the impositions that have been practised 
upon our fellow-countrymen. If, in any of our nar- 
rations, we exceed the boundary of truth, we will 
forfeit all claim to the respect of the public. We 
may be ses^ere, but we defy contradiction/ While the 
follies of youth will be viewed by us with an indulgent 
eye^ the hoary debauchee, as well as the despot, must 
expect a castigation. 
We are now about to enter a labyrinth, in which 
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the most solemn TRUTHS of our vohune are to be : 
found, and will be explicit in our details^ proving ■ 
ourselves the sincere and never'-to^be-iought frtenk 
of the PEOPLE, M well as the eternal foes of oppb£s- 
sioN. We grieve to speak of the blight wMcIi 
nipped the tender bud of hope, or the chilling frost 
that cut off the sweetly4)looming *' Rose of Clare- ! 
mont ;" but we must do our duty. 

Every countenance pourtrayed gloom, and every 
heart was full of bitterness and anguish, when it 
was stated, " The Princess Charlotte is DEAD ! 
The heavy-tolling bell, and moumfiil symbols, as ml ' 
as the silence of the streets, and the mute astonisli- ■ 
ment of all who met and parted, were indeed signs of | 
sorrow. In one unexpected moment, the hopes 0/ j 
this great nation were brought to nought ! She, upon 
whom was rested the anchor of hope, was lost. The 
princess who was loved so much had left these earthJf 
scenes of discontent and sorrow, and the nation 
truly mourned her loss. She was our star of pro- 
mise, the beacon which we expected would I^i* 
the traveller to escape the quicksands of destruc- 
tion, and afford a life-boat to bring him safely to 
land ! But she is gone ; her imerring integrity, how- 
ever, must not be forgotten, and her ill-timed fate 
ought to prove a warning to PRINCES, 

On the 5th of November, at nine in the evening, 
this exemplary princess was safely delivered of a 
male child, said to be still horn ; and, although pro- 
nounced, by her aceoucher, to he doing extremely 
well, yet, at half-past two on the morning of the 6th, 
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lier royal highness expired ! . This was considered an 
tixiprecedented case. Sir Richard Croft aqnounced to 
Prince Leopold the direfiil and heart-rending intelli- 
gence ; and there is no douht but that^ from the summit 
of expectation^ the prince was hurled into the very 
ahyss of despair. Regret, however, was unavailing ; 
the fatal dart had been aimed by the imerringly ekilfrd 
archer — ^Deal^ ! and its barb entered the breast of 
England's Hope I 

A messenger was instantly sent to the Prince 
i Regent (to whom a former conununicatioh of fearful 
I import had been made) to announce the. melancholy 

, • 

i tidings, and also to the queen at Bath. The several 
relatives hastened to London, report said, ^^ nearly 
destroyed with grie£** 

Special messengers were' also despatched with' the 
melancholy information to the Duke of Kent, who 
was at Brussels, and to the Duke of Cambridge, at 
Hanover; but the mother was entirely forgotten. 
We need hardly say this omission was not of a corre- 
spending character witii the mournful wailmgs {said to 
have been) exhibited. Etiquette and respect were 
attended to in the cases which least required notice, 
and forgotten in the situation which really demanded 
the most prompt consideration. 

The Prince Regent arrived at Carlton House at 
four o'clock on the fatal moriiing, and was informed 
by Lord Bathurst and the Duke of York of the event. 
His royal highness had been, for ten or twelve days, 
sojourning with the Marchioness, or Marquis, of 
Hertford, at their seat near Sudbury. It was not 

N 
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unexpected news to his royal ^ar I In the course of 
the ensmng day^ a letter was sent, and deliveredto 
Dr. ^ Richard Croft, aimouncing the PrineeB^ 
gent's offer of thanks for the attentions paid to tbe 
Princess Charlotte, and assuring the doctor that the 
prince was fully satisfied with his skill and sapem 
merit t concluding, that ''as it was the will of Divioe 
Providence, his royal highness was in duty boundto 
submit to the decree — of heaven r 

Notwithstanding tlie expressed deep emraw andgf^ 
of the Prince Regent, however, we can announce 
that Ins royal highness did not permit himself to rek 
in any pursuit of pleasure, except that of openly ei- 
hibiting hinself ; for, on the ensuing evening, ss^ weie 

not very distant from Carlton House, and can test^ 
to this* fact. He and his' brother of York were mt"^ 
very great anguish upon the occasion ; they pledged 
each other in quick succession, until the drcumstamx 
which had caused their meeting was entirely /orgotta 
by them. '^ I driiik to the safety of the Regent," said 
the Duke, ''and / to the safety of York;' saidth^ 
prince. The remark created irritability, and the pnn^ 
very warmly replied, to an interrogation of his bw- 
ther> *' What would you think if the ghost of Edwaiti 
Augustus stood at your eB>ow ?'' We need only add, 
that the brothers soon separated, and neither of 
them slept imattended the remaining part of tlz^ 
night. How very different was the report issued to 
the world ! The daily papers stated that the extreme 
sorrow of the Regent had produced an unusual ses- 
sation of pain in ihe^head of his royal highness. ^^ 
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&€re not, and cauU ncd be, surprised by this announce- 
xi^ent. But we had hoped to have heard that the ratfai 
heart was affected upon a review of past times. 

We regret to say, that when her royal highness 
was in 4iaily expectation of her accouchement, she was 
not soothed by the attentions of any of \ier female re^ 
leaves. It is true they had not^ by any former acts 
of kindness, given her occasion. to expect it; but the 
nation attributed the disrespect shewn to het royal 
highness to the ungenerous and unkind sentiments 
entertained against her mother. The queen, that 
boasted paragon of goodness ! was not within call, 
and the hearts of all the family seemed as if estranged 
from virtuous and honourable feelings. Her Majesty, 
with the Princess Elizabeth, left Windsor Castle for 
Bath, on the morning of the 3d, for the avowed 
purpose of change of air and to drink the waters. 
On the 27th of October, the Prince Regent, accom- 
panied by Sir B. Bloomfield, left London for the seat 
of the Marquis of Hertford, at Sudbury, in Suffolk. 
The Duke of Clarence was also absent It is true 
that the cabinet ministers, whose presence was re- 
quired by precedent and state necessity, were in wait- 
ing, but how &r their sendees could be agreeable or 
beneficial to a young female |n such a situation, we 
are at a loss to discover. Alas! that parent who 
ought to have been present, and who would most 
joyfiilly have flown upon the wings of maternal af- 
fection, was denied the privilege. But while the 
daughter fell into the slumber of death, the mother 
was a wanderer in a foreign land ! 

N 2 
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During the pr^nancy of the Princess Chariotte, 
the prince^ her husband^ was chiefly her companion. 
Her choice of an accoucheur fell upon Dr. Sir Bichaid 
Croft^ as he was considered the most able and skiKoI 
man in his profession. The ladies in attendance upon 
her royal highness were unfit to render advice oi 
assistance upon any emergency^ as neither of tfaeo! 
had been a mother. The princess, when in as 
advanced stage of pregnancy, was kept lowy scarce!; 
being allowed animal food, or mine, to both of whidi 
she had previously been accustomed. Between the 
5th and 7th months, her royal highness was sevenl 
times bled, and still kept upon very low diet* Chie- 
mont, the place chosen for the eventful period, wm 
sixteen miles from town, and, when any pressing occa- 
sion required the attendance of a surgeon or physidaD 
from London, the distance caused a considerable de^ 
Her royal highness' confinement was expected to 
take place about the end of October, and the period 
between that time and the final issue was strongly 
marked by symptoms of approaching labour. The 
prince, her father, went into Sufiblk ; the queen^ her 
grandmother, accompanied by the Princess Elizabeth^ 
to Bath, a distance of one hundred miles, and the 
princess was left to the care of comparative strangers. 
Her royal highness was in extreme pain for more than 
forty-eight hours, yet each bulletin declared, *' That 
the princess was doing extremely well." At half-past 
twelve, A. M., the princess became uneasy and very 
restless ; she exhibited much difficulty of breathing; 
and at half-past two— expired. 
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The substance of this detail found its way into the 
daily journals^ and excited much remark and in- 
quiry. The generally-received opinion was, that the 
lamented heiress to the crown had been wantonly 
suffered to perish, from the folly of etiquette, or 
some other unnatural and unexplained cause. We, 
liowever, are not bound to surrender our judgement 
to a journalist, or subscribe to the opinion of any 
man less acquainted with a particulax subject than our*- 
selves ; and, upon this melancholy and tragicajl event, 
-we shall dare to give utterance to TRUTH. In doing 
so^ (our indispensible duty) we are neither influenced 
by private pique, nor personal resentment, but, in th^ 
discharge of our task, we are determined only to 
award ''honour where honoxu* is due." 

The labour was commenced under extreme weak^- 
ness and debility ; and, at an early period, it appeared 
very probable that surgical assistance would be finally 
requisite ; yet no provision was made for such assist^ 
ance. The bulletin of Wednesday morning, eight 
o'clock, signed by the attending practitioners, was 
rather doubtfully expressed. The second bulletin, at 
ten in the evening^ was confidently affirmative of the 
well-doing of the royal patient. Dr. Sims affixed his 
signature to these bulletins, but he had not seen her 
royal highness since the first pang she experienced, 
preparatory to the hour of " Nature's extreme sorrow," 
How this gentleman could allow his name to be thus 
affixed to a declaration, of the truth of which he 
was totally ignorant, we know not ; but it was said^ 
by the time-serving press, ** that Dn Sims, being 
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unknown to the princess^ his appearance in her 
chamber might have alarmed her/* The folly d 
this excuse is best exposed by supposing that if, ^ 
this trying moment^ Dr. Croft had been iU^ and vsk 
to attend the princess^ would she have been left t<« 
perish for lack of assistance? The public papen 
announced that the letter summotaing Dr. Sims ^ 
Claremont was written on Tuesday m&rmng, yet lie 
did not arrive until Wednesday morning at three 
o'clock. It was farther stated^ that the nurse disco- 
vered the dreadfiil change in her roytil highness hyk 
difficulty manifested in swallowing her gruel! asd 
that she was so alarmed by this appearance of spm 
that she immediately called the faculty out of their 
beds, as well as Prince Leopold, Anoth^ joumai 
stated a contrary case. But we affirm, that^ althou^l) 
some beverage was administered to the princess, it was 
NOT GRUEL ; and, soon after her royal highness toot 
it, she was afflicted in a most unusual way, thoii^ 
only for a short time. The former low steite oif^ 
cular strength^ to which the princess had gradually 
been reduced, certainly required greater nourishment 
than could be received by grcel. In this proj^ 
Sional treatment, the accoucheur certainly was unwise 
and unskilftQ, to say the least of it ; as that most 
eminent practitioner. Dr. Thynne, made it an ^ 
variable rule, after a protracted birth, to revive ti^ 
mother, by giving a tearS5)oonftil of egg, beat up with 
wine, from time to time. The S3rmptoms of not 
being able to swallow and the convulsive action of 
the body were plainly indicative Of a dying patient ; 
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but the real came of tlte patieufs dying was .then . a 
mystery! 

Much 9tresj; has been laid upon the letter^ which 
ivas said to be written at the desire of the Prince 
Itegent to^he doctor^ for the purpose of e^qpressmg 
liis fiill conviction of the doctor's talent and attention 
in the case of the lamented princess. We would 
ask^ if the prince were, so inmiersed in sorrow as was 
announced, whether such a me^ of thanks would 
not have been a most improbable acU Although it 
was stated, confidently ^ that Sir B« Bloomfleld was 
commanded so. to express his royal master^ senti- 
ments, yet tte do not believe it; besides, probabiliiies 
should not be forgoltten. A very few hours between 
the de€tth of the princess and, the letter of thanks 
intervened* When the public expressed an anxious 
wish that a serious investigation should take place, 
the ministers promptly ^replied, '' that waa impossible, 
after the Prince Reg^t had been pleased to express 
his approbation and award his thanks," as it would 
seem to reflect upon the prince, who alone was en-- 
dowed with the sovardgn power to act in the case. 

This royal cant-phraseology might have been spared ; 
for the attending circumstances were of a nature too 
poritive to be buried in obUvion^ It is true, the com- 
mand of royalty was very positive, and the ministers, 
collectively and separately, knew it But as the voice 
of the nation is also a very powerful engine, it m^ht 
have been presunved, that the ututed demand for an 
inquiry would have been listened to and permitt^. 
The queen and her daughter left Qath on Saturday, 
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the 8th of November, and arrived at Windsor in 
evening. The next day, the Prince Regent went froi 
Carlton House .to Windsor to see the queen^ but m 
PRIVACY OF THE VISIT did Hot permit it to be of loo^ 
duration. We will give the particulars respectii^ 
mterview. 

Her Majesty's mind had been disturbed by the re- 
ceipt of a letter from a medical gentleman^ upon & 
subject of the untimely death of the Princess Charlotte. 
No time was to be lost. The prince was requested 
immediately to see his royal mother ; and^ on his ai- 
rival, was presented with the letter, the contents 
which *proved, beyond doubt, that the writer had 
an eye-witness to some particular events connectai 
with the dissolution of the so^much-respected ai»i 
tenderly-beloved princess. 

The letter commenced with the most proper ani 
respectftd dedication to royalty, and prayed for as 
extra extension of candour and patience to beb^ 
stowed, while the facts of which it was composed weic 
examined and duly considered* The writer then 
proceeded, . " 1 am perfectly satisfied your Majesty 
could not be personally aware of the case, because of 
the distance your Majesty then was from Claremon^ 
but I submit it to your Majesty's good feeling ^ 
judgement, if the particulars attendant upon this td^ 
lamentable loss ought not immediately to be invest 
gated, and most strictly inquired into. Refusal to ^ 
tkis^ or to permit it being done,, will only aggffi^ 
the mtftter, in;stead of setting the question at rest ((f^ 
ever. • TJie public well ]giow. that all was not as i^ 
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ought to have been, that something had been neg- 
lected or unprudently attempted^ that ought to have 
ireceived a widelyndifferent attention. As a proof that 
]1 do not intrude my remarks and remonstrances 
^improperly, or without information upon the nicest 
points of the case, I will give my reasons for my 
;t dissatisfaction* Frpm the first moment Sir Richard 
j^; Croft was placed in attendance upon her royal high-* 
■4 ness, there was no reason to anticipate or fear any 
^2 unhappy results. The natural appearances were 
.favourably and unequivocally satisfactory. Previous 
^,to the delivery^ the in&nt was not suj^osed to be 
^,. dead. It wa^ quite unnecessary and unnatural to 
. . inform the princess that the child was still-bom ; 
^ such a communication is very seldom made to any 
female at such a. moment. Cainphor julaps are very 
seldom administered to a healthy patient^ or where 
the stomach is sounds immediately after deUvery^ as 
the effect would generally be to produce irritation^ 
sickness^ and convulsion. Dr. Croft ought not to have 
retired to bed^ presuming that her royal highness 
was so indisposed as to cause her incessant moaning^ 
which was really the case. More than this^ about 
noon of the Wednesday, Dr. Croft said, I beUeve the 
princess might very quickly be deUvered by my having 
recourse to an. operation, but I dare not perform it 
without the presence and sanction of her royal father 
the Prince Regent. I hope (continued the writer) 
that your Majesty will see this plain statement in its 
own character, and that you will save all future dis* 
closures of an unpleasant nature, by your timely 
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ntling^ said/'' I will name your good intentikms to 

le' Prince Regent, and I will not forget them myself; 

ut J can satl^ you, that your opinions upon the 

abject of your commimication to me are incorrect/' 

%e gentleman rose, and was about to retire^ but the 

lueen had not attained her object ; she hastily said, '' I 

rust you are convinced of the impropriety of your 

ormer opinions?" ''No, please your IV&gesty; I 

lever can change my opinions upon this snlbject uiitil 

•. lose my principles, and I trust sincerely tfa^t I shall 

lever eBdure ^uch an humiliation while I retein my 

eason. But," added the gatirtleman, " your Mtgesty 

nnst be well assured that I am acqumnted with the 

-greater portion of joxxrfamly ; yea, very intimateiy 

acqtminted, not indecorously so, but in the discfaaffge 

of my professional engagements* Your Majesty well 

knows that I have seen the lamented Princess Charlotte 

before the lato most uinhappy event, and alsa am not 

ignorant of the constitution of your Majesty's doughs 

ters. I therefore am bold to assert, that the death of 

her royal highness was not, and is not to be, naturally 

accounted for. It is true, that I am not known to the 

world in the capacity of accoucher to your family, but 

your Majesty knows, I have been your trusty and 

confidential servant upon more occasions than one; 

and I am now resolved to relinquish the royal &vour, 

if it must be purchased at such an unknown ex-* 

pense." 

The queen retired, and so did the heart-strickeii 
gentleman ; but thdr ruminations and consequent de- 
teraiinations were very dissimilar. Her Mi^esty was 
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recommendation of the subject to the prince, 
son. Your Majesty may beUere I am- induced by 
idndictive motives to offer these remarks^ buttk 
would prove an incorrect opinion ; and unless your 
Majesty causes a very prompt inquiiy to be-penmtted 
upon the facts of this case^ I fear yourself and faoail^ 
will finally have cause to regret the delay." 

The prince was much displeased that any subject 
should have dared to take such a librnty as to speal 
Or write an unpleasant truth to any of his nol^ 
&mily^ especially to the queen^ It was an impardon- 
able transgression ; yet, as the gentleman had given his 
name and address, it was a very delicate affiiir. Tbe 
queen had so often witnessed the prostration of the 
multitudes of Fashion's votaries, that she imagined 
much might be accomplished by commanding afi io* 
terview^ and subduing the voice of inquiry and TRtiTH 
by the splendour of pageantry, and the intoxicatiDg 
anile of royalty. By her Majestyr's • command, tbis 
interview took place. With her general air of confi- 
dence, the queen said, " I presume, s^^, you are the 
author of this letter ?" ^' I am, please your Majesty " 
^' And what," 4said the queen, ^' am I to understaai 
from such an unaccountable appeal to me and my 
family ?" '* I beg your Majesty*s pardon personally, 
as well as previously by letter, but I deemed it my 
duty to inform your Majesty of my information upon 
the subject in question, and I am very sorry if yom 
Majesty does not think it ah imperative duty to have 
the most prudent means used to settle and satisfy t^ 
public inquiry.** The queen was very gracious^ and 
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smiling^ said/'' I will name your good intentions to 

the Prince Regent, and I will not forget them myself; 

\yvLt J can satisfy you, that your opinions upon the 

subject of your commiuiication to me are incorrect." 

The gentleman rose, and was about to retire^ but the 

queen had not attained her object ; she hastUy said, '' I 

trust you are convinced of the impropriety of your 

former opinions?" ''No, please your Migesty; I 

never can change my opinions upon tlm snlbject until 

I lose my principles, and I trust sincerely that I shall 

never endure such m hinniliation whfle I retain my 

I reason. But," added the gentleman, "your Migesty 

must be well assured that I am acquainted with the 

greater portion of joxxrfamUy ; yea, -Veky tntimatei^ 

acqtminted, not indecorously so, but in the discfaaffge 

of my professional engagements. Your Majesty well 

knows that I have sem the lamented Princess Charlotte 

before the late most imhappy event, and alsa am not 

ignorant of the constitution of yoiu- Majesty's daugh* 

ters. I therefore am bold to assert, that the death of 

her royal highness was not, and is not to be, naturally 

accounted fof . It is true, that I am not known to the 

world in the capacity of accoucher to your family, but 

your Majesty knows, I have been your trusty and 

confidential servant upon more occasions than one ; 

and I am now resolved to relinquish the royal &vour, 

if it must be purchased at such ' an unknown ex-* 

paise." 

The queen retired, and so did the heartrstidckeii 
gentleman ; but their ruminations and consequent de- 
terminations were very dissimilar. Her Mi^esty was 
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endeavonring to evade explanalion ; the gentleman, 
meditating upon the most prudent plan for adop^ 
tion^ to put a period to the agitated feelings i 
the public. 

The reader may imagine that this prc^^^oml 
person had been previously selected to render his 
services to some members of this illustrious famij, 
which was actually the case. He had travelled more 
than twenty miles in the royal carriage^ aad had per- 
formed the most delicate offices. He knew royalty ym 
not exempt from frailty^ and that rank did not pre- 
serve its possessors from the commission of crime. 
Denial would now prove abortive^ for the gentlenufl 
LivES^ and woidd^ if called upon^ assert the same, 
even at the expense of his life. He doe& not fear the 
interdiction of a crowned head! neither would h 
shrink under ^' a special commission." He wields 
the two-edged sword of truth, and, if needful, wiB 
die in the defence of justice. He has seen enough 
of the wily snares of courtiers and courts, and has 
retired from the association with feelings of dbsfgus^ 
contempt, and detestation ! The adulation of the 
fawning parasites of royalty is odious to his ear ; andi 
to save the increasing stings of an offended con* 
science, he is now publicly explicit upon this hate^ 
subject. Tired of secrecy and infamy, he openly 
devows enmity against the foes of humanity, hems 
well assured that such characters are leagued against 
the peace and happiness of society ; and their intenr 
tion to perpetuate the unjust, partial, and devastating 
system, now pursued, must be checked by the infor^ 
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mation of those persons who were privy to the cauI^e, 
sts well as to the effects. 

The day after this unpleasant interview, the queen 
-paid a visit to the king ; and, as nearly two months 
liad elapsed since her Majesty had visited her hus^ 
Iband/ it was productive of great anxiety on the 
part of the royal sufferer. The daily papers stated 
that '^ his Majesty was much improved, and very tran- 
quil, in consequence of the queen having paid him a' 
^sit/' Is it possible that this circumstance can re- 
diound to the honour of her Majesty ? No. • The 
^stife yfho forgets or neglects her duty to the ihan she 
lias espoused is not deserving of any attention or 
Tespect from his connexions or friends. Who Was 
Queen Charlotte, that our eyes should be blinded, or 
our tongues mute upon this apathy and unfeeling de- 
meanour to the king, her husband, who had raised 
her from comparative poverty to affluence and great- 
ness ? Had the same inattention been manifested by 
the wife of a peasant, her neighboxnr's reproach would 
not have been wanting. But who dare impugn the 
character of a queen, so celebrated for amiakilitjf and 
virtue 9 We dare ! and more, we defy refutation of 
the facts we have adduced. Our regret is, that they 
have not appeared sooner, and that, from the atteftid^ 
ing circumstances, they must be presented in ian 
uncourtkf style, 

WiU our readers believe us, when we inform them 
that, a few days after the interment of the Princess 
Charlotte and her in&nt, this most unparalleled queen 
again went off for the city of Bath ? But so it was ; 
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and we bdieve we may assert^ without fear of coo- 
tradiction^ that her Majesty's eye was never observed 
to be dim upon this most mekncholy occasion. Let 
the world judge of such unfeeling deportm^t, at a 
time when her Majesty was in sean^ of popukuity, 
and which^ in truth, she attained, tfaoi^h certaioly 
of a very doubtful charact^. 

On the 19th> the Princess Charlotte Was consigned 
te the daa^ and dreary tomb, as well as her infant 
The Dukes of York and Clarence were supporters to 
the chief mourner. Prince Leopold, and, after the 
ostentatious parade of fimeral pomp, retired without 
any considerable appearance of sorrow. Jt was sxi 
that a king or prince, invested with royal power, could 
not attend the ceremony, or join in the etwatcade^ con- 
sequent upon death ! This might have been a verf 
passable apology for apathy in former ages of the 
world, but in this era could not be admitted as either 
rational or natural. The Regent, therefore, was not 
present ^t the last and closing scene of his child's des- 
tiny. Royalty has many privileges, quite distinct from 
the common herd of mankind. It must not reside in 
the same habitation with a corpse, lest its delicately- 
refined nerves should sustain injury, or be excited to 
an extreme point. 

The body was said to be embahned, but the heort 
only was extracted ; the bowels were not moved. This 
was^ an unprecedented circumstance; as upon aD 
former occasions^ when this barbarous custom had 
been permitted, the intesthfles were always removed 
The surgeon who accompanied Prince Leopold from 
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Grenoany was solicited to say if tUs had not bemi the 
3ase ; and his r^ply was^ '^ that . neither then, nor at 
any future twei would any power on ^arth induce 
him to speak pije word upon the subject." He was 
tHen r^q1|ested. to give into the hand of Prince Leo* 
pold a seajed letter upon the subject; thi? healso 
positively re&sed to do^ adding,: at the same time, 
*^ the prmce ioouid not receive it" Very shortly after- 
wards, a letter tms. conveyed into the prince's hand^ 
offering "to communicate certain facts relative to the 
demise of tl\e late princess, his consort, if he pleased 
to express his willingnej^s* to recm<s the same." .His 
serene highness never paid attention *tQ that letter. 

On the morning of the second day after her Ma^ 
jesty's return to Bath^ a lady had a private audience 
with her; The object of the interview was, to offi^r 
the. services of her husband (who was in the navy) 
in. the impp9<^hmeBt and intended* destruction of the 
honour-of the Princess of Wales. . ^* What situation 
does the pei^on occupy ?" said the queen. '^ He is a 
lieutenant, plewe y^ur Majesty." " What would be 
deemed a sufficient rjecompense for his attentions ?" 
said her Majesty. '' Yojor Majesty's good opinion is 
all my husband as^es to," said the lady; aiid, after 
a few egressions of unmeaning civility, she . re- 
tired. Lord liv^opl was consulted, and gave his 
opinion that the person in question could not be im- 
plicitly relied on ; and a messenger was therefore sent 
to the ^ntleman, ;3ccording to the address left by his 
wife, declining .the ofiered service, and stating that her 
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Majesty had no unkind or itngenerous feelii^ toward 
the Princess of Wales^ and had quite misunderstooc 
the offer^ having supposed it to be made under veiv 
opposite circumstances." The lady was recommendel 
to the queen's notice by Lord Castlereagli, thou^ 
doubts were entertained whether the lieutenant migbt 
be trusted, as he was believed to be anti-ministerial. 
We will relate another fact : — A certain personage 
sought for an interview with an individual^ whom 
we will disguise xmder the natne of Captain Rod 
'* Well/' said his royal highness, '* I wish to engage 
your services ; you are well acquainted with Italy ; ve 
expect the Princess of Wales will be at Pisa in abaot 
three months^ and as you have served us before, ve 
suppose you will have no objection to do so again; 
you shall not want for cash. The offer' was ac- 
cepted^ {and the personage wrote this offer upon 
paper> and a sum was advanced on the evening 
of the same day. This mean slave of power de- 
parted ; and, before following the instructions of his 
employer, went off to London, commxmicated to 
Lord Castlereagh his mission, requiring five hundred 
potmds more, declaring the, written promise should 
strictly be enforced, as he had been a loser by the 
former services he rendered. The amount demanded 
was given. " I assure you, my lord," said he, "I 
wiQ execute my commission well ; but I must abo he 
paid well." Lord Castlereagh assented, and this 
xmmanly spy took his leave of England to wait the 
expected arrival of the princess at Pisa. 
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On the 27th of January^ 

1818, 

r 

Parliament was opened by commission. 

The speech referred to the continued indisposi- 
tion of his Majesty f and the death of the Princess 
Charlotte. 

An address was voted in the Commons' Home, and 
Sir Samuel Romily was not wanting in his expressions 
of severe opposition to the course ministers were 
pursuing. He stated, ^' that the despotic conduct of the 
fnmstry had produced in the minds of the people a 
determination to withstand any further infringement 
upon their rights and privileges.'' 

Regardless of the sufferings of an overburdened 
people, and during the very heavy and calamitous 
sorrows of the middle and lower classes, the Chan« 
cellor of the Exchequer moved ^' that one million of 
money be raised for the purpose of supplying the 
deficiency of places of worship belonging to the es- 
tablishment, by building new churches and chapels 
of ease, where the increase of population rendered 
it needfid." The bill passed, and an extra '^ plume 
of worldly-mindedness'' was placed in the cap of 
hypooisy ! But why was this ? Because, unless the 
church be preserved, what may not betide the state ? 

We call the attention of the heads of the church 
to the following quotations from the fourth chapter 
of Luke, and olir remarks thereon. 
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''The spirit of the Lord. is iq;>on me;" the/iro-' 
fessedhf religious despots would say^ by the kingt 
patronage, support, and command. The Evangelk 
continues, '' because he hath appointed me to preacli 
the gospel to the poor;" then say tfae would^)^ 
thought christian^ / am therefore entitled to receive m 
reward. '' He hath sent me to heal tfae brokeih 
hearted, to preach dehverance to the captures;'' Ihov^ 
the wolves of Christianity say, / will break the akecdj 
bruised reed I and imprisanment mil be the most^ 
cadous of all pkms for their release from this world; tk 
Apostle continues, ** recovering of sight to the bM, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised ;" but what saj 
tfae possessors of mitres ? Darhen^ the poUticai ^^ 
and obtrusive light of truth; bind them in chains of 
slavery who were bruised by the knowledge of their rigU 
of liberty. The Evangelist further says, '^ To preacti 
the acceptable year of the Lord; notwithstanding 
which, the r^ht reverends say> Bow ye, submit your* 
selves, and the priests of the Mast High shall intercede 
for you ; by our increasing cry for heavenly mercy, tUi 
year shall prove to be your acceptable year with tit 
Lord Bishop, to whom even the king is submissive. 

Why is this pride of priestly opmion. couadere^ 
requisite to establish truth ? Ought not ev^y person 
to be recognised according to their deeds? Th« 
'^ Reverend Bench" shall be proped as hirelings; iot 
they ware foremost in acquiescence to elevate the 
princes of the blood, in order to facilitate their t«- 
tended conneaions, so desiring that their power shall b^ 
considered not dependent upon, but necessary to, the 
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r^I-being of the heirs of royalty. We ought to 
^^y> '* Curse on these pretended virtues, they have 
LX^done the country." 

Duty now compels us to turn to the unpleasant 
Txbject of the royal advisers. We commence with 
LfOrd Liverpool, whose character shall not be too 
ndghly coloured, and the truth of which we leave our 
country to judge. We hope to be pardoned for 
asldng. Have not the fatal councils, secret intrigues, 
and private engagements of his lordship and his col- 
leagues brought this once floiuishing coimtry into its 
present desperate condition, in which every honest- 
minded Briton feels himself perplexed and insecure ? 
Nay, more. Is it possible, under the present process 
by law established, that an Englishman's house can 
be considered his castle ? Ought it not rather to be 
called his prison ? These introductory observations 
naturally occur to us upon a retrospect of Lord 
Liverpool's political conduct. His lordship was paid 
out of the public purse for his public talents, and if 
he were a defaulter, a coiutier, or any other thing at 
the public expense, that public ought to know how to 
estimate such services. We do not willingly rake up 
the ashes of the departed, but justice should be done 
to those who have been rendered the hapless victims 
of the wicked and unconstitutional measiires which 
he supported. These explanations are intended as a 
warning to others, that they may not destroy the 
common intei*ests and happiness of mankind, by a 
profligate expenditure of the public money. At this 
time, we must observe, that ninety thousand pounds 

o 2 
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were paid to the department of the '^Master of tke 
Horse/' who kept thirty saddle- and iTventy-eight m- 
riage horses, for the use of his Majesty ; yet the kin^ 
had never been out of the castle for more than seven 
years! This disgraceful squandering of money was 
carried on, too, when distress prevailed over all tk 
country, — when honest citizens and affectionate &then 
were incapable of providing bread for thexaselves ^i 
families. This immense sum was expended upoi 
equipages and their accompaniments, for the pro/ess&! 
use of a person, who, it was well known^ could ffoi 
enjoy them. Indeed Lord Liverpool seemed resolved 
to push the country to its utmost verge, by proposal? 
and sanctioning every expensive outlay. He was the 
sworn friend and confidant of the prince, and, in con- 
cert with Lord Castlereagh, was the author of manj 
plans to perplex, impoverish, and subdue the people, 
in which the magistracy assisted in every possible way. 
Every contrivance that had the sanction of the queen 
was sure to be well managed by these truly nobk 
lords, till Justice herself was set at open defiance. 

About this time, a young ofiicer in the guards Tf35 
tried for a wanton attack upon a female, and the 
bench of justices, at Clerkenwell sessions-house, sen- 
tenced him to a severe fine and imprisonment. Lori 
Liverpool laid a statement of the case before the 
queen, and her Majesty applied to a certain magis- 
trate to procure a remission of the sentence, which 
was, of course, granted, and the utmost pains taken 
to bury the infamous transaction in oblivion ! 

This intrusion upon justice was, is, and ever 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 197 

l^e, considered an indelible stain upon the names of 
1:lie aiders and abettors of the abominable affair! 

We here leave Lord Liverpool for the present, and 
13^ to introduce another worthy in that most super:- 
lative dealer in drugs and flax, Lord Sidmouth, late 
Secretary of State for the Home Department 

We scarcely know where to begin an explanation of 
the conduct of this pious courtier, as his innumerable 
impositions, under the pretended disguise of efficient 
legislation, are of so complicated a character. May 
we not justly say, his life has been a continued scene' 
of political cunning and fraud f But his finesse did 
not always answer ; for, in very many instances, he 
was completely outwitted. 

Lord Sidmouth was always a foe to liberty, and a 
friend to tyranny, his object being (and we dare tell 
him so) to keep the people in the lowest state of 
barbarity, ignorance, oxiA. poverty. He hoped that the 
dazzling splendour of the Crown and Court, in con- 
junction with the hireUngs connected with them, might 
impress the inferior orders of society with a sense of 
their own inferiority and meanness of condition, and 
consequently cause them to fall with ready submission 
to the tincel of imperial greatness ; but, mark the 
gross mistake of this courtier! Both he and his 
colleagues in administration, in spite of all their louh 
cmmng tricks, cut the most ridiculous and humilia- 
ting figure imaginable, and were held in contempt 
by the better portion of mankind. 

During the administration of this alUpowerful, wise, 
and judicious nobleman, the Habeas Corpus Act was 
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suspended^ — ^a pieee of tyranny peculiarly agreeabk 
to his lordship. He also, in his sapience, attacked 
the whole body of dissenters, but he was soon obliged 
to give up his object^ and had the sati8fi5u:tion of le- 
tiring from the conflict with the title of ^' The Ensmi 
of Civil and Religious Liberty/' This noble loid 
also caused the prosecution of Mr. Evens, on a ebaigf 
of high treason, said to be expressed in his political 
opinions ; and, most daringly, prosecuted the celebra- 
ted Mr. Hone for blasphemy ! 

After thus lowering himself below the standard o( 

» 

common manliness, and exhibiting a deadness to ever; 
sense of honourable feeling, he was nonsuited in hdit 
cases. Mr. Evens suffered like a true patriot in his 
defence of the liberty of speech, a^ltid, in so dobsy 
merited the never-fading laurels of his coiiiitrymeii'5 
praise. The triumph of Mr. Hone was equaUy Mo- 
rions, and he severely censured this '' base attempt of 
the enemy" to destroy that dear birth-right of English- 
men — THE LIBERTY OF THE PRESS I He boldly defied 
the overgrown arm of power, which was raised to 
crush this precious Uberty, in order that the plots 
and conspiracies against the people might not be dis- 
covered. His lordship's piety ought also to be taken 
into account. He was the confidential friend and ad- 
viser of that most religious prince, the Regent ; and 
if his character is to be ascertained by the comp^f 
he kept, he was certainly not too well ij^ornted 
upon pious subjects. This mighty minister was in 
the common habit of acting and speaking as if ^z^ 
liberties and privileges were merely the gifts of the 
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Regent, instead of remernbering t^at the tnebni pos- 
sessed by HiB prince iwd his fdmily Were from the 
h€ird earnings. 6t the people ! 

Otir readers will recollect our former statements 
respecting the improper treatment of the Princess 
Charlotte^ and we think the event we are now about 
to relate will not operate against those assertions. 

Dr. Sir Richard Crofit, the accoucheur of that la- 
mented princess, was engaged to attmid the lady of 
the Rev. Dr. Thackeray^ at her house, 86, Wimpole^ 
street. Cavendish-square. Sir Richard went diere on 
Monday, the 9th of February, and remained in at- 
tendance until Thursday morning, at eleven o'clock, 
when^ finding his continued presence unnecessary, he 
went out for a short time to ftdfil his other engage- 
ments. An apartment on the floor above that occupied 
by Mrs. Thackeray was appointed £3r the rei^dence 
of Sir Richard. In tins chamber there were .two 
pistols belonging to Dr. Thackeray, hanging within the 
reach of Dr. Croft. Sir Richard retired to bed at half- 
past twelve^ and about one. Dr. T. h^rd a noise, 
appari^ntly proceeding from tibe room occupied by 
Dr. Croft^ and sent a female servant to ascertain the 
cause ; she returned, sayings the doctor was in bed, 
and conceived him to be asileep. A short time after, 
a similar noise was heard^ and the servant was sent 
again. She rapped. at the door, but received no answer. 
This circumstance created alarm; in consequence 
of which, the door of his apartment wai^ broken 
open. Here an awfrd ^spectacle presented itself. The 
body of Sir Richard was lying on the bed, shockingly 
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mangled^ his hands extended over his breast, anda 
pistol in each hand. One of the pistols had been 
loaded with slugs, the other with balL Both wm 
discharged, and the head of the imfortunate gentk* 
man was literally blown to pieces. 

On the inquest. Doctors Latham and SailUe, and 
Mr. Finch, proved that the deceased had^ since the 
DEATH OF THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE, 
laboured under mental distress. He had frequently 
been heard to say, that this lamentable occurrem 
weighed heavily upon his mind, and that he shmM 
never get over it. Mr. Finch said, he was well aware 
that the deceased had been labouring under derail^ 
ment of intellect for a considerable tune past ; and he 
should not have reposed confidence or trust in him 
on any occasion since the lamented catastrophe 
alluded to. The jury returned a verdict, ^' that the 
deceased destroyed himself while in a fit of temporary 
derangement.'' 

We are bound to state, that the public reporters 
were denied admission upon the inquest, which circum- 
stance gave rise to various rumours of an imhappj 
tendency, and it must be acknowledged that M 
which could not be wholly suppressed ought, in the 
commencement, to have been published at once, with- 
out any extenuation. It was truly a false step, as well 
as being decidedly unconstitutional. We are hova^^f 
as honest historians, to speak candidly upon the sub- 
ject. Delicacy to surviving fiiends must not, and shaU 
not, prevent our detail of facts. 

It will appear evident, then, that Sir Richard had not 
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been perfectly sane since the ever-to-be-regretted &tal 
event at Claremont. Was it not therefore an astonish- 
ing mystery that his professional as well as other 
friends, who were stispidom, if not fully aware, of 
the doctor's derangement, should have been silent 
[izpon this important point, and have allowed Sir 
Hichard to continue in the exercise of his professional 
; practice 1 Did they not, by such silence, contribute 
, to the number of dear and valuable lives thus, conse- 
quently, exposed to additional peril in the most trying 
moments of female existence ? We presume the <&- 
, interested reader will join us in our expressions pf 
indignation at such wanton and cruel conduct. 

The letter written to Sir Richard, by order of the 
jpnace, proves nothing but the folly of those who 
^vised it. That letter was not calculated to remove 
2.ny of those suspicions and doubts, respecting the 
lamented death of the Princess Charlotte, which 
hovered like heavy clouds over the intelligent minds 
of the greater portion of the nation ; neither was it 
likely to hush the spirit of inquiry, because its details 
were evidently meant to prevent any special expla- 
nation. 

We cannot dismiss this very painAil subject with- 
out remarking, that the various statements sent forth 
to the public were of a contradictory character and 
complexion, which must materially tend to their in- 
validation. There are documents, however, in exist- 
ence, in which the arrangement of this " most pri- 
vate" business is fully explained; and, if hereafter 
required, they shall certainly appear. Should this 
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IB 



gentle bint meet the eye of the Manpns of Hertfonl 
he will remember the time when he knew how tc 
estimate caiue amd effect. 

Presmning my Lord Bloomfield to have been as 
actor in " the tragedy/' we cannot help thinking ^ 
his reward was more than ade<{nate to the serm 
performed. His pennon of twehe hundred poud 
per annmn was dated Dec^nber, 1817. What ei 
traordinaiy benefits had he rendered to this oppressed 
nation to merit such an income ? We ought also b 
mention^ that^ after this period, we find his lordship 
named as '' envoy and minister plenipotentiary 
Sweden/' for which he received the luuiual sum 
four thousand, nine htmdred pounds, and, as colonel ol 
artillery, one thousand and three pounds, making in i 
the enormous sum of sbvibn thousanp, one hukpw 

AND THREE POUNDS ! 

The above remarks are not intended to wound tiie 
feelings of private famihes, or wantonly to disturb die 
happiness of individuals ; but are made with a viev 
to cause inquiry and strict investigation into the var 
rious points here suggested. We are well aware that 
many persons must, of necessity, fear the result o( 
such inquiry, yet the injured ought to have justice 
administered, even at the '^ eleventh hour,'* if it (^ 
not sooner be obtained. Had Integrity and Trutb 
been consulted, in the room of Deception ^^ 
Falsehood, we should not have had the tai^ ^^ 
recording these sickening details. 

There are *' certain Lords" who may feel sxudous 
to be acquainted with the fiill extent of our kfloii>' 
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ledge upon this hitherto mysterious circumstance^ 

but we are not obliged to give any such information^ 

unless the glorious cause of TRUTH require it. 

We neither wish to inhabit apartments at Hampton 

Courts nor do we desire a pension for suppressing 

truth ! yet we could refer to certain chara^cters to 

Tvhom such propositions have been made. In stating 

thus much^ we do not speak unadvisedly^ nor assert 

that which we cannot PROVE. 

During the summer and autumn^ the large manu- 
facturing towns were much disturbed by workmen 
*' striking," as it is called, for an advance of wages. 
The masters refused their demands, alleging that the 
consumption was not equal to the manufactme, and, 
therefore, their warehouses were already too fidl. 
This was the case at Manchester, Burnley, and 
Stoc]q>ort. In Manchester, the yeomanry were called 
out, and, though no lives were lost, the feelings of 
the populace were highly excited. As we intend 
recurring to this subject, it would be unnecessary to 
dwell upon it longer in this place. 

At this time, the ministers had a parliament almost 
entirely devoted to their wishes ; yet, as there were a 
few members of it who vigorously opposed unjust 
measures, they could not always carry their plans into 
execution. The amount solicited for the Duke of 
Clarence, upon his intended marriage with the Prin- 
cess of Saxe Meiningen, is a proof of this ; for, 
although the Regent sent a message to the House to 
accomplish this object, it was at first refiised, and the 
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duke did not gain his point till a considerable tiine 
afterwards. 

In this year^ the Duke of Kent was united to 2 
sister of Prince Leopold. 

In September^ while most requisite to her party, 
the queen was said to be ilL Bulletin followed upor 
bulletin, and the disorder was reported to increase. 
Some of the public papers announced, that her Ma- 
jesty had expressed an ardent desire to witness a rem 
eiUation between the Prince and Princess of Wales, 
as she imagined her dissolution was now near at hand 
The report, however, was as false as it was unlike}/; 
for, only a month before this period, spies had beeo 
despatched to obtain witnesses, of any description, 
against the honour of the princess, by which meaz2$ 
her enemies hoped to accomplish their most ardent 
desires. Queen Charlotte's conscience was not made of 
"penetrable stuff," as her bitter enmity to the PnD 
cess of Wales continued even to her death I 

With her Majesty, it had ever been an invariabfe 
maxim, that "might constitutes right," but the reflec- 
tions of her mind, while surveying the probability of 
a speedy dissolution, must have been of a complexi^o 
too dreary to be faithfiiUy pictured. She, — ^who had 
been the arbitress of the fates of nations, whose com- 
mands none dared dilute or disobey, and at whose 
frown numberless sycophants and dependents t«^ 
bled, — ^was now about to face the dread enemy ^^ 
mankind ! The proud heart of " German Charlotte" 
must have been humbled at the thought of meeting 
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:^ER judge, who is said to be "no distinguisher of 



persons." 



During her indisposition, the queen was much im- 
pressed with the idea that she should recover, and it 
WQS not till the 2nd of November that the physicians 
deemed it requisite to acquaint the queen of her dan- 
ger. The intelligence was given in the most delicate 
manner possible; yet her Majesty exhibited consi- 
derable alarm at the information* It was pressingly 
hinted to her Majesty that the sacrament ought to be 
administered to her, but the queen positively refused 
it. At length, on the 17th of November, at one p. m*, 
her Majesty expired at hex palace at Kew, having 
survived her ill-&.ted grand-daughter only one year 
and eleven days. 

On the 2nd of December, the august remains of 
Queen Charlotte were deposited in the vault prepared 
for their reception, with all the funeral pomp usual 
on such imposing occasions. 

While we record this pageantry and unavailing 
parade, we cannot avoid noticing, that the body was 
not opened, but immediately enclosed in prepared 
wrappers, and very speedily deposited in the first 
cZ. wWoh ™ " liden one In contemplating 
this unnecessary ceremony, the words of Blair are 
peculiarly applicable, — " So much ado in earthing up 
a carcase that has fallen into disgrace, and in the 
nostrils smells horrible!*' 

We do not wish to be too harsh, but our duty 
obliges us to sum up the mortal train of evils which 
were so generously nourished "by the departed." 
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Royalty may intimidate and astonish the ufdt^omd 
and irresolute, but as we do not claim affinity Yr& 
either of these characters^ we honestly avow, that 
her Majesty^ in our estimation, did not deserve tbe 
title " of blessed memory/' At the commencement oi 
her alliance with the much-to-be-pitied Greorge the 
Third, she took every advantage of his omissions and 
comntissions, and actually directed the hehn of govern- 
ment alone, which untoward circumstance England 
has abundant cause to remember. 

The next brother to the king^ (Edward) whom we 
have before mentioned^ was most unexpectedly and 
unaccoimtably sent abroad, although he was heir^ 
succession. His marriage, though strictly legal, was 
never acknowledged, and his only child, soon after its 
bhth, was throvm upon the compassionate aitentioii 
of strangers. This next brother of Geoi^e the Third 
is said to have died of a fever, and his embalmed re- 
mains brought over to England for mterment; but 
we appeal to the common sense and impartial opinioB 
of our countrymen, if ideception were not practised in 
the case of this unfortimate duke. Though more 
of this anon. 

The open and virtuous conduct of the Earl of 
Chatham is another proof of the domination whici) 
her Majesty endeavoured to exercise over all advisers 
of the crown. The imbecility of the king, owing to 
circumstances formerly noticed by us, as well as the 
horrors of a ruinous war, must also be ascribed to the 
dictatorial conduct of Queen Charlotte. The hatret^ 
her Majesty imbibed against the Princess of WaH 
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a.nd the consequent unfeeling demeanomr she ex- 
bibited towards that victim, is to be traced in every 
portion of her conduct through life* Her Majesty well 
knew that the country was bending under an enormous 
load of debt which encumbered its inhabitants; she 
knew of their complaints and groans, and also that 
deception was the ccmse — the sole cause; but the ap- 
pealing voices of reason and supplication were never 
deemed worthy of her attention. What traits of good- 
ness or natural affection were exhibited towards her 
grand-daughter, when advancing to, and arriving at, 
the hour of her peril 9 In fine, her Majesty's cha- 
racter contains nothing to admire, and we, therefore, 
quit the disagreeable ^subject. 

In the interval, very little was said of the king ; 
indeed bulletins assumed such an extapeme sameness 
of expression; that the country thought they had not 
satis&ctory evidence to prove the sovereign was really 
alive ! His Majesty's disorder did not require that 
close and solitary confin^sment imposed upon him, 
and we think it was tyrannical ; ^ay, we affirm that 
he ought very frequently to have enjoyed the salutary 
recreation of exercise,^ amusement, and society, in 
the open air. If he had been a private gentle- 
man, associated with an affectionate wife, and suiv 
rounded by dutiful children, would he not have been 
persuaded frequently to take an airing in an open 
carriage ? But how infinitely superior and nmnerous 
were the facilities attendant upon the situation of the 
king than could possibly be possessed, by any private 
gentlemen! Might not the poor isolated monarch 
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have been driven from Windsor to Kew, or to an] 
other &yo\irite spot? Yes^ most assuredly; U 
we must now explain the mystery of this apparem 
neglect^ and in doing so^ we are well assured that Ae 
voice of truth will be (to many) sufficiently displeasisg, 
however gently conveyed. But it is impossible alwaii^ 
to speak with a studied softness of expression ; sv 
must call things by their proper names. 

We now enter upon the year 

1819, 

which was one of considerable interest. 

His Majesty had long been languishing^ and was, 
at the commencement of this year, insensible to ai 
around him. Death was evidently making rapid 
strides, and yet the bulletins were of the same general 
expression. 

At this time we were privately and personally ^' 
quainted with one of the king's sons, and rest our 
assertions upon the honour and integrity which was 
known ever to attach to both his public and pnxd^ 
character. It will be remembered, that much iouU 
prevailed upon the reality of the king's existence, afli 
the nation felt uneasy on account of the numerous 
wagers upon the subject, betted by persons in ^^ 
higher circles. 

Upon the assembling of parliament, and on th^ 
25th of January, the Earl of Liverpool introduced ^ 
motion for the purposes of nominating the Duke of 
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ifork to the office of ^^guardian to the king;" fts, in 

consequence of the demise of her Majesty, that trust 

had become vacant. Much altercation ensued. The 

duke's former delinqtiencies were not yet forgotten, 

and the country was tired with the subjection they 

then endured, from the imposing privileges of royalty. 

Sut, in despite of all opposition and remonstrance/ the 

care of the king's person was committed to the Puke 

of York, for which his royal highness was to receive 

ten thousand pounds a year! What an unprecedented 

example oi goodness QXidi fidelity was here manifested 

by a son to his parent, who could have travelled the 

same distance any time to have gratified his passions ! 

He now, however, permitted himself to receive an 

inomense annual amount for visiting his dying father 

tzmce a week/ Oh, Shame f where is thy blush ? Oh, 

Infamy, art thou not now detected ? But so it was. 

The sum. was granted and eagerly accepted. This 

office of ^'custos*' we consider was a very unneees* 

sary one, and the honourable part of the community 

thought the same. 

Very early in this year, the \ov%<iffikted and dksap- 
poinded sovereign died! but the event was carefiilly 
concealed from the public. Prayers were still read in 
churches for his recovery, and the mummery of false- 
hood continued. The apartments, formerly in the 
occupation of his Majesty, were kept in the same 
state, and the body, after being embalmed, was placed 
in a leaden coffin, of needfril substance. Our royal 
informant went on to state, that this was indispensably 
needful, in order that proper persons might be se- 

p 
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lected and despatched to Milan, or elsewherej to gain 
intelligence what the Princess of Wales intended, 
upon the demise of the king, her uncle and father^ as 
in that event occurring^ her royal highness musU oj 
necessity, become queen consort ! Besides, when her 
determinations were knovra, the Regent would be 
better prepared how to act. It was therefore resolved 
to keep the demise of the king secret, until suitable 
arrangements could be made for the undisturbed suc- 
cession of the crown, as well as to prevent the Prin- 
cess of Wales having any power to injure the Regent, 
or supplant him in the opinion of the mc^ority of the 
people. In the mean time, every opportunity to sup- 
press impleasant inquiries or investigations upon sub- 
jects connected with royalty and the time-serving 
ministay were careftilly embraced, '^and thus the 
beasts obeyed their keeper, and looked not to their 
MASTER, but their feeder's hand." What do we not 
xywe to that most unparalleled junto, Liverpool, Cafr 
tlereagh, Sidmouth, and others of the same traky 
not forgetting our dear venerable Lord Eldon ! Why 
more than we shall ever be able to pay ; but, as ho- 
nest Englishmen, finding ourselves unable to meet 
their deserts, we wiU give them and their memories 
the most honourable dividend in our power; and, 
were it not against our principles, we would even rob 
to pay them in full ! 

The above-named honourables were well aware of 
George the Third's death, at the time it happened, 
and had been expecting it for some time previously : 
yet they were the persons who assisted to deceive 
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the public mind, and prevent the straightforwai^d 
acknowledgement of TRUTH ! ! ! The evidence ad- 
duced is so palpable and strong, that he who can 
resist its force must be strangely void of perception, 
or else have made a previous resolve not to suffer him- 
self to be the subject of conviction. Our extensive 
acqumntmce with men and things, connected with 
these important details, fully entitle us for the self- 
imposed task of historians ; and should the amazed 
reader doubt the truth of what we have aheady 
advanced, we beg him to desist till the whok of 
our details are finished, when he will find there is 
no chasm to be found through which falsehood 
could enter. 

In the early part of May, several persons were in- 
troduced to Court, and received the royal smile, on 
being appointed to investigate the private conduct of 
the Princess of Wales. Their purses were also amply 
suppBed by the royd crn^Ji. «>d if farther s,^ 
were needAil, they received letters of credit upon 
the principal banking houses named in the route they 
had to go. The most disreputable of society were 
solicited to give information against the Princess of 
Wales, either with regard to any pubUc or private 
information they might have received or known ; the 
m^ost liberal offers were also made to remunerate the 
persons so inquired of. After an immense expense, 
information oi a disreputable or doubtful character 
against the Princess was obtained, only by purchase; 
and various were the despatches sent over to this 
country, and again answered by these ministerial 

p2 
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plotters^ to bring the business to a consmnmation. 
During these transactions^ the princess felt convinced 
there was some particular cause for all these attempts 
to insult and degrade her character^ and she, there- 
fore^ without delay, advised with her legal friends 
what steps were most proper to take. Alas! the 
princess was doomed only to receive fresh insults; 
delay followed delay ; excuses of the most palliative 
description were used, instead of sound advice and 
positive opinion, and the result sufficiently proves the 
correctness of our statement. 

In June^ the Chancellor of the Exchequer sub- 
mitted his plan of finance. It proved that the reve- 
nue was reduced eighteen millions, to meet which^ 
fresh loans must be raised and new taxes enforced. 
In doing this, the Speaker of the House of Commons^ 
in the address to the Regent, said^ ^' In adopting this 
course, his Majesty's faithful Commons do not con- 
ceal from themselves that they are calling upon the 
nation for a great exertion ; but, well knowing thai 
honor, character, and independence have at all times 
been the first and dearest objects of the hearts of 
Enghshmen, we feel assured that there is no diffi- 
culty that the country would not encounter, and no 
pressure to which it would not cheerfully submit, 
to enable us to maintain pure and imimpaired that 
which has never yet been shaken or suUied — our 
public credit, and our national good feith.*' Now, let 
us ask the cause of this decrease in the revenue, and 
the reason why this immense burden of three millions 
extra in taxation were to be levied upon the people. 
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The queen was ackfwwledgedto be dead^ and certainly 
could not be chargeable to the nation by her per-- 
sonal expenditure or allowanQe. We regret to say, 
that royal and ministerial economy caused the enor- 
Hious outlay of twenty thousand, jive hundred pounds, 
for snuff-boxes, besides twelve hundred guineas as 
presents to three German barons. The gift of an axe 
or a- halter would have accorded better with the 
financial state of the empire. 

* The Prince Regent closed the session in person, 
on the 13th of July; and^ at the conclusion of his 
speech, adverted to the seditious spirit, which was 
evident in the manu&cturing districts, and avowed a 
firm detennination to employ the powers provided by 
law for its suppression. 

In Glasgow, Leeds, Manchester, and Stockport, 
the meetings of the inhabitants were very numerous, 
and every precaution was taken by the local autho- 
rities to prevent general confiision. 

On the 16th of August, the memorable meeting 
at Manchester took place, for the purpose of peti- 
tioning for a reform in the representation. The 
assembly consisted of between sixty and one hun- 
dred thousand persons, who conducted themselves 
very peaceably, and good order prevailed throughout. 
The assembled multitude was suddenly surprised by 
the arrival of the Manchester yeomanry cavalry ; to 
which were afterwards added a regiment of the 
Cheshire yeomanry, and a regiment of huzzars, the 
outlets being occupied by other military detachments. 
The oppressed, unarmed multitude were, in conse- 
quence, driven one upon another, and many were 
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KILLED and wounded, while others were ridden over by 
the horses, or cut down by their riders. The num- 
bers ascertained to hava been killed were eight men, 
two women, and one child; but the wauiided were 
about six hundred ! ^' Oh, tell not this in Gath! pro- 
claim it not in Askelon !" *' A kingdom for a stage, 
princes to act, and to behold the grand effect ; but, at 
their heels, leashed in like hounds, may not sword, 
famine, fire, crouch for employment/' 

Imprisonments followed, and many families werer 
deprived of the parental assistance and presence of 
their dearest friends. 

Hii^torians are at issue upon the point of ascertain- 
ing whether the Riot Act was read previously to the 
scenes of carnage taking place, as it was unconstitu- 
tional to have sent military force before so doing, that 
necessity being established by law. We confidently 
assert, it was not read in the hearing of any of the 
populace, neither was it at all likely, or possible, that 
the soldiers could have come so suddenly and imex- 
pectedly upon the multitudes unless by previous order 
and arrangement. Further than this ; an hour ought 
to have transpired after such reading before a soldier 
or civil officer could be authorised to interfere in dis- 
persing the meeting. As a proof of the corresponding 
features of this unexampled, murderous business, we 
refer to a letter written by the pious Lord Sidmouth, 
in the name of the Regent, to the Earl of Derby, the 
subject of which was, the presenting thanks for the 
vigorous and able conduct of the magistracy and mili- 
tary of Manchester, on the 16th. 

Thus was the destiny of the open-hearted and 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 216 

public-spirited population of these kingdoms allowed 
to be at the controul of this impotent and heartless 
statesman. It appeared the prince was not at hand 
to have given his assent to this miparalleled piece 
of barefaced co-partnership. The pious Sidmouth 
sliould have been more carefal of dates> for his royal 
master was at that time taking a little pleasure^ 
near the Isle of Wight. He had good reason for so 
doing, as will speedily be proved. We will give fiiU 
^elucidations upon the arranged and systematic plan, 
previous to this infamous encroachment upon the 
legal rights and constitutional privileges of our fellow- 
countr3nnen. 

Mr. H. N. Bell, before this time, was confidentially 
employed at the office of the Secretary of State, in 
the capacity of Geneologist, under the immediate con- 
troul of Lord Sidmouth. Some considerable period 
before this melancholy butchery ^ he was engaged to 
proceed to Manchester, in company with two other 
persons, for the avowed purpose of inflaming and in- 
fluencing the general mind against the ministry. He 
went, and the result was as his patron and employer. 
Lord Sidmouth, desired it. Mr. Bell and his asson 
ciates expressed to them, that they need not remain 
in their then starving condition, if, in an or^ly and 
peaceable manner, they were to assemble on some 
convenient spot, and unanimously resolve to petition 
for the reform so much needed in the representation. 
These tools of the Secretary of State set before the 
famishing multitudes, that if they pleased to en- 
joy happiness and plenty, together with civil Uberty^ 
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they had it now m their power to accomplish their 
best and most earnest wishes. Under their influence, 
clubs and unions, were soon formed, and public 
notices were ultimately given^ that a general meeting 
would take place on the 16th of August. 

The intended arrangement was completed, and the 
soldiery had instructions to be ready. The result of 
this most disgraceful transaction was as before stated ; 
and Mr. B. and his accomplices returned to London 
as soon as their object was attained. The Duke of 
York was an efficient aider of the plot, from his mili- 
tary facilities^ and the besotted prince was pursuaded 
to get out of the way imtil the affair was concluded. 

Mr. Bell was also very useful in the office of the 
Secretary^ and as he once had forfeited his own good 
opinion^ and had lent himself to the diabolical plot 
just mentioned^ he made no ftirther scruple^ but be- 
came a passive engine^ directed in his actions by the 
command of ministers and state empirics. 

Lord Sidmouth was not satisfied; he had hoped that 
many might have been brought to suffer the extreme 
penalty of the law> which might have afforded an awful 
example to deter others from daring to question the 
excellency of the government under which they lived, 
and the generous disposition of the governors. The 
plot was attributed to the magistracy, but they would 
not have dared to interfere in such a manner as they did, 
unless sanctioned and supported by the higher powers. 

The cause of a selfish, cruel, and despotic ministry 
required the assistance of corresponding heartless 
tyrants, and they obtained it. Lord Castlereagh, more 
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than once^ threw out an insinuation that it was a very 
bold and desperate undertaking ; but the pious doctor 
laid the flattering unction to his soul^ and believing 
some such infamous procedure was needful to give 
firmness and sufficient solidity to the iron sceptre of 
misrtde, he banished inquiry and remonstrance. The 
command had gone fortli^ and the slaves of the despotic 
poroer were tutored to torture and to destroy^ long 
before they arrived at the scene of their inhuman 
slaughter* Well may we say> in the words of Shak&- 
peare^ '^ How oft the sight of means to do ill deeds 
makes ill deeds done." An individual subsequently 
remonstrated with Mr. Bell^ and expressed much 
regret that an Englishman of his information should 
have lent himself to such inhuman purposes. His 
reply was, " my only dependance was upon my obe- 
dience in strictly fiilfQling my engagements." 

We remember that Charles the First lost his head 
upon the scaffold, and James the Second was obliged 
to abdicate the throne, because each had violated the 
constitutional principles to which they had subscribed; 
but the ministers who were the advisers of the Regent, 
or who, without giving advice, dared to pursue their 
own plans, appeared regardless of all issues, and, by 
arriving at the climax of their power in this bloody 
tragedy, proclaimed, that the reign of despotism and 
anarchy had commenced. ^'Oh, the offence is rank ; 
it smells to heaven ; it hath the primal, eldest curse 
upon it ! " 

In the October of this year, the Princess of Wales 
was residing at Marseilles, weary of the universal at- 
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tempts made^ by the hirelings from the English court, 
to traduce and insult her honour and character^ Ad 
especial /nei3<i^ had the pleasure of enjoying her royal 
highness' confidence ; and this removal to Marseilles 
was the subject of retrospect and inquhy. Diuing the 
correspondence, the following obs^ration was made 
by her royal highness : ^^ What could I do, when I 
found such base attempts made to destroy my reputa- 
tion by the most disreputable characters 7 I left MQan^ 
and I have carefully preserved a journal of each day's 
history, which, upon perusal, will do much more 
than merely satufy the nation, to which my heart so 
fondly clings ; then," added the princess, ^' I wished 
very ardently to have gone to England in the early 
part of this year, and I had resolved to do so, but my 
legal advisers prevented me, expressing^ their opinion 
that they should see me first." It is a &ct, that delay 
followed delay, and the interviews so much desired in 
April, 1819, were not granted until a later period 
in 1820. We make no invidious remark, nor do 
we know the positive bearings of the human minds 
connected with this advice. An earlier arrangement, 
however, might very probably have put the enemy 
to flight. The princess was not ignorant of the 
demise of the kmg, and the source from which her 
royal highness received that information was too 
worthy of reliance to be doubted. Yet, being bound in 
honour to conceal her information and informant, both 
were kept a profound secret. It was generally sup- 
posed, however, that this event liad taken place, be- 
cause no man afflicted as bos Majesty was said to be 
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could possibly exist for any lengthened period. But 
in the then present art of governing, there were fre* 
quently many circmnstances whioh must be effectually 
concealed from the knowledge of the people. That 
precious trio, Sidmouth, Castlerea^, and Canning, 
environed the throne, and their dictatorial will was 
soon converted into law. Under their auspices, new 
churches were erected ; and, though in a time of peace, 
the akeady enormous standing army was much in- 
creased. For what else could this ruse be intended, 
except to prevent all expressions of public opinion 
against their vile measures ? 

The session opened on November the 23rd, and 
never did ministers commit themselves more than by 
the speech put into the mouth of the Regent. It con- 
tained little else than vindictive sentiments, breathmg 
vengeance to those who dared oppose the ''powers 
that be," and seemed forgetful of this good advice : 
" It is the sovereign's duty to ease with mercy's oil 
the sufferer's heart." 

Several bills were introduced this session by " the 
Oppressors," the principal objects of which were to 
impose further restrictions on the freedom of the 
people and the liberty of the press. No thoughts were 
bestowed upon the want, misery, and starvation, (the 
fruits of their former misgovemment) which stood in 
dread array throughout the country, appalling to every 
feeling heart. At this period the passing beU seemed 
to toll a solemn requiem over our departed libertibs, 
and the spkit of British freedom appeared about to 
leave these once-&voured isles. While contemplatiiig 
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such scenes of wretchedness^ we are led to exclaim 
with Cato^ when seekmg out the little barren spot of 
Utica^ ^' Wherever there is a regard for liberty, jus- 
TicE^ and HUMANITY, there will we gladly take up our 
abode; for there we shall find a country and a homeT 

We now enter iq[)on the year 

1820, 

the extraordinary events that occurred in which are 
so closely interwoven with the weal and woe of the 
British people, that it may be considered as one of the 
most serious periods in English history. 

On the 15th of January^ it was annoimced that the 
Duke of Kent was indisposed with a severe cold. On 
the 17th of the same month, it was reported, ''that 
his royal highness* iUness had assumed most aJamring 
symptoms ;" and Sir David Dundas went off expressly 
to Sidmouth to attend his royal highness. The duke's 
disorder increased^ and at half-past one, p. m., January 
23rd, this prince resigned his mortal existence, in the 
fifty-third year of his age, though apparently but a few 
days before in good health, and in the prime of life. 
The public journals dwelt with much force upon the 
kind attentions and tender oflGices performed by the 
duchess, which, if true, were only what every good 
wife ought to do. Who can be nearer to a wife than 
her husband ? and what lady of feeling and integrity 
would not blush to be negligent in the best services 
and the most unwearied attentions to the ordained 
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partner of her life? Royalty, however, has so many 
and such peculiar privileges, which are unknown to 
society in general, that what is considered wonderous 
grace with them is merely thought common decency 
by the vulgar part of ''Adam's offspring." 

About this time, the king's health was stated to be 
very much upon the decline, and the journals an- 
nounced ''that this monarch expired, without a 
struggle, on the 29th of January, in the eighty-second 
year of his age, and the sixtieth of his reign." Of 
course, the letters and notices of this intelligence 
were immediately forwarded by the appointed mes- 
sengers to the several foreign courts. It would be 
imnecessary for us here to offer any remark upon the 
character or disposition of this departed monarch, as 
we have previously stated the cause and effect, with 
reference to the unhappy disease which so lament- 
ably aflSicted him during the latter years of his truly 
unfortunate life. 

As a necessary preliminary to a new reign, George 
the Fourth was proclaimed in London on the 31st of 
the same month. 

In February, a mysterious political plot was pub- 
licly adverted to, known by the name of " The Cato- 
street Conspiracy." It was said that information had 
been received at Bow-street, that a meeting of armed 
persons was to be held at a house in Cato-street, 
Mary-la-bonne ; and, as the magistrates feared some- 
thing serious would be the result, they forwarded a 
formidable body of their officers to the place. On 
the arrival of these persons, they found the number 
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of men amounted to thirty^ armed with guns, swords, 
da^ers^ and other weapons^ and appeared ready to 
leave the place, which was a hay-loft at the top of 
the house. The officers demanded entrance, which 
was reftised. Captain Fitzclarence arrived, vnth a 
party of the guards, and a scene of much violenee 
ensued. Some of the party were taken to Bow- 
street, which was Uned with soldiers. The result 
proved serious to a poUce officer, named Smjrthers, 
who was stabbed in the affiray, which produced his 
death ; and it was sworn, by some parson, that the 
wound was infficted by Arthur Thistlewood. 

This ^heart-rending tragedy" was generally thought 
to have been "got up," as the phrase goes ; indeed, 
several newspapers stated as much at the time. We, 
however, know such to have been the case, and that 
the dbaracters of " blood^hounds" were but too well 
performed. Our bosoms swell with indignation at 
the recollection of such monstrous plots, and we 
heartily wish the ctertain had falkn upon the inven- 
tors of them. 

On the morning after this plot was discovered, a 
*' Gazette Extraordinary" was issued, signed ** Sid- 
mouth," offering ONE thousand pounds for the detec- 
tion of Arthur Thistlewood, who stood charged with 
the crime of high treason. The reward had the de- 
sired effect, for he was soon apprehended. Three 
•others of the gang were afterwards taken ; and, sub- 
sequently, five martyrs, in all, suffered as tcaitors on 
the 1st of May. 

We will not, in common with hirelings, talk of the 
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wisdom of ministers, and the bravery of the guards, 
combined with the several loathsome execrations on 
artificers and agricultmrists ; but, we may ask, is not 
a second edition of the Manchester massacre to 
be discovered in this cold-blooded conspiracy ? and, 
we think, that men who were bold enough to stand 
to the colours they had espoused, and brave death 
rather than the destruction of their liberties, deserved 

A BETTER FATE. 

Caroline, Queen of England, was now daily ex* 
pected to land upon our shores; and, loud as was 
the voice of tyranny,- her arrival was much feared 
by her " delectable" husbsmd. In ^despite of every 
insult and interruption thrown in her way, her Ma- 
jesty, accompanied by Lady Anne Hamilton, arrived 
once more ia the metropolis of this country, on 
June 6th, at half*past seven p.m., hailed by th^ 
shouts of her affectionate people. 

The queen took up her abode at 77, South Audley- 
street, until another more suitable residence could be 
provided for her. The family <rf Alderman Wood, 
who previously inhabited this house, left it imme- 
diately alter receiving intelligence that her Majesty 
would make a temporary use of it, and they occu- 
pied apartments at Flagdon's hotel. 

On the ensuing day, several of th6 nobility and 
members of the House of Commons called to inquire 
after her Majesty's health. On the ninth of this 
month, her Majesty removed from South Audley- 
street to 32, Portmannsquare, the residence of the 
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Bight Honourable the Lady Anne Hamilton (by 
whom the queen was attended) ; her ladyship's ser- 
vants were continued^ and her Majesty was muiih 
pleased with the respectful and generous attentions 
rendered. On the 16th, her Majesty received an 
address from the Common Council of the City of 
London ; to which she returned an answer^ so feel- 
ingly expressed, and so unpressive, as to excite the 
sympathy and admiration of all present. 

Previous to further details, we must inform our 
readers, that, on the afternoon of the sixth day of 
the queen's entry into London, a message was de- 
livered from the king to both Houses of Parliament, 
commimicating certain reports and papers respecting 
the queen's misconduct while abroad. On the fol- 
lowing Thursday, a Committee was appointed in the 
House of Lords ; but the queen transmitted a com- 
munication to the House of Commons, protesting 
against the reference of her accusations to a secret 
tribunal, and sohciting an open investigation of her 
conduct ! 

Thus was commenced a prosecution, in prin- 
ciple and object, every way calculated to rouse the 
generous and constitutional feeling of the nation; 
and the effects w6re without a parallel in the history 
of all countries ! We beg to ask our readers if a 
more outrageous insult could possibly have been of- 
fered to her dignity, to the honour of her husband 
the king, or to the morality and decency of the com- 
munity at large ? 

Up to this period. Prince Leopold had not tendered 
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his respects to her Majesty. Yet he was the widowed 

husband of the queen's only and dearly-beloved 

daughter. His serene highness had been raised from 

a state of comparative poverty and obscurity, to be 

honoured with the hand of England's favourite 

princess^ from whose fature reign was expected a 

revival of commerce and an addition of glory. 

Thoiigh this prince was enjo3n[ng an annual income 

of FIFTY THOUSAND POUNDS from the couutry ; though 

he had town and country residences, of great extent 

and magnificent appearance; though he abounded 

with horses and carriages ; yet not one offer did he 

make of any of these superfluous matters to the 

mother of his departed wife^ by whose means he had 

become possessed of them. Gratitude is generally 

esteemed a virtue, and therefore Leopold could not 

be supposed to know any thing about it. 

On the 24th of June^ a deputation of the House 
of Commons was appointed to wait upon her Ma- 
jesty with the resolutions adopted by the House on 
Thursday, the 22nd. They arrived at a quarter past 
one o'clock. Mr, Wilberforce and Mr. S. Wortley 
occupied the first carriage. At their appearance, 
strong symptoms of displeasure were indicated. They 
were then introduced to the queen, Mr. Brougham 
standing at her Majesty's right hand, and Mr. Den- 
man on her left. They severally knelt, and kissed 
her Majesty's hand. Mr. Wilberforce then read the 
resolutions, and her Majesty replied to them. 

On their departure, Mr. Brougham accompanied 
the deputation to the door ; and, after they had 

Q 
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taken their seats in the carriages^ Mr. Brougham 
returned ta shake hands with them, althougk the 
multitudes assembled outside hissed them exceed- 
ingly. 

Her Majesty's answer to the before-mentioned re- 
solutions was superior to the tricks of her enemies. 
In it the queen refused terms of conciliation, unless 
they accorded with her duty to her own charactety 
to the king, and to the nation ! Indeed, her Majesty's 
reply was an appeal to those principles of public 
justice, which are alike the safeguard of the highest 
and the humblest individuals. Mr. Wilberforce ex- 
posed himself to much censure upon the part he had 
taken in the House; and, as he so imhesitatingly 
hinted at the awful contents of the *' Green Bag," he 
said, '' by suppressing her own feelings, the queen 
would endear herself to the country." We presume 
Mr. Wilberforce meant, that, by suppressing her own 
feelings of honour, she would gratify the honour of 
the coimtry ; and, by again quitting it, demonstrate 
her gratitude f6r its unshaken loyalty ; but the queen 
was firm in her resolve to claim justice, whether it 
was finally given or withheld. 

In considering these base endeavomrs to injure in- 
nocence, in order to raise the noble character of a 
voluptuous prince, we cann6t help remarking that 
Power was the only proof of the vitiated monarch, 
while Right and Justice formed the shield of the 
oppressed Queen of England ! 

On the 6th of July, Sir Thomas Tyrwhitt^ '' Usher 
of the Black Rod," waited upKpn her Majesty with a 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS* 227 

copy of the "Bill of Pains and Penalties" against 
her, presented the previous day to the House of 
Lords, and the copy was forwarded by order of their 
lordships. Her Majesty went into the room where 
the deputation were waiting, and received a copy of 
this bill with great calmness. Upon examination of 
the abominable instrument, her Majesty said, " Yes, 
the queen who had a sufficient sense of honour and 
goodness to refose the base offer of fifty thousand 
pounds a-year of the public money, to spend it when, 
.where, how, and with whom she pleased, in banquet- 
ings, feastings, and excesses, providing it were in a 
foreign country, and not at home, has sufficient re- 
solution to await the result of every investigation 
power can suggest." Without precedent in history, 
we see this queen offered terms to become an exile, 
or rather to remain one. Like another Cleopatra, 
our insulted queen might have played "the wanton" 
with impunity; her imperial bark might have dis- 
played its purple streamers, swelled with the softest 
Cyprian breezes. It might have sailed triimiphantly 
down the Adriatic, to meet some highly-favoured 
lover ! Yes, by desire of the king, her husband, the 
queen was requested to accept any terms, except 
those of a legitimate character. 

Her Majesty preserved a calm serenity during the 
unequalled proceedings instituted against her, and 
was constantly engaged in the unequivocal expres- 
sion, "that time would furnish sufficient proof of 
her innocence." 
On the 5th of August, her Majesty took possession 

o 3 



228 AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 

of Brandenburgh House^ formerly the residence of 
the Margravine of Anspatch^ situated near the 
Thames^ and in the parish of Hammersmith. Her 
Majesty left Lady Hamilton's house at four o'clock, 
attended by her ladyship, and accompanied by Dr. 
Lushington, in an entirely new and elegant open car- 
riage, drawn by four beautiful bay horses. They 
drove off amidst united shouts of applause from the 
assembled people. 

Will fiitiu^e generations believe the historian's tale, 
that a queen, — ^yes, a Queen of England too ! — ^was re- 
fused a house and a homp by the sovereign, her hus- 
band? That SHE who was lured from her princely 
home, and the halls of her father, arrived in the centre 
of England, and was denied a resting place, by the 
king and his allrgraciom ministers ! In consequence, 
she was necessitated to take up her abode in the man- 
sion of a late lord mayor for the space of three days, 
and then to accept the use of the house of her lady in 
waiting for nearly two months! while there were 
palaces totally imoccupied and mouldering into decay 
for want of being inhabited. This statement may 
appear overdrawn, but the sequel will prove that it 
is not. 

We now enter upon a period of public expression 
and private sorrow ; for the tyranny of the " Court 
Cabal" was aiming its deadly shaft at the lowest sub- 
ject, though professedly at the highest 1 The ministers 
entered into compact with deception, and so glaringly 
committed their sentiments and characters, that to 
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preserve their own apparent integrity or consistency, 
they would have even uncrowned royalty itself. A 
feverish sensation pervaded the public mmd, and 
from the statesman to the peasant, the case of the 
queen was one xmiversal theme, connected with the 
question, on the one hand, "Can the king do wrong?" 
and, on the other, " Will he do right ?" 

On the 6th of August, her royal highness the 
Duchess of York died. Up to a very late hour of the 
day on which this occurred, no official communication 
had been made to the queen ; but, in consequence of 
this event, she requested to postpone several addresses 
which had been previously appointed to be received. 

On the 7th, the queen addressed a letter to the 
king, but this was retimied from Windsor unopened, 
with a communication, '' that such a letter addressed 
to the king could not be received by his Majesty, 
unless it passed through the hands of his minister.'' 
Why, after the refusal to receive this letter, should 
the princess be blamed for permitting its contents to 
be published ? If the king were under obligations of 
such a description as to incapacitate him from exer- 
cising his own judgement, and giving his own opinion, 
was he fit to administer the laws, or give sanction to 
the appeal of miscreants who sought their own, not 
fheir country's, good 9 Mark the delays upon the de- 
livery of this letter. It was sent to Windsor, directed 
expressly for the king, accompanied with a note written 
by the queen to Sir B. JSloomfield, desiring it might 
be immediately delivered into the king's hand. Sir B. 
Bloomfield was absent, and Sir W. Keppell received 
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it, and forwarded the same to Sir B. Bloomfield, at 
Carlton House, inunediately. Sir B. B. returned the 
letter on the 8th to her Majesty, saying, " I have re- 
ceived the king's commands and general instructions, 
that any conununications which may be made should 
pass through the hands of his Majesty's government** 
The queen immediately despatched a letter to Lord 
Liverpool, enclosing the one she had addressed to 
the king, by the hands of a messenger, in which her 
Majesty desired the earl to present it. Lord Liver- 
pool was then at Coombe Wood, and wrote in reply 
that he would " lose no time in laying it before his 
Majesty." Up to the 11th, no reply had been re- 
ceived; and the queen wrote to Lord Liverpool 
again, to *' know if ftuther communication were need- 
fill." Lord Liverpool repUed, that he had not received 
the king's commands upon the subject, and therefore 
could not give any positive answer relative to it. 
How does this strange and incomprehensible conduct 
appear to any unbought Englishman ? Was the king> 
who ought to be the dispenser of the laws, to be free 
from imputation, when he thus exposed his unrelent- 
ing temper and unbending determination, wherever 
his private inclinations were concerned? We dare 
avow, if that letter could have been answered, it 
would ; but its contents were unanswerable. "Aye," 
said the hireling Castlereagh, " it is no matter what 
the conduct x)f the Princess of Wales has been ; it is 
the king's desire that he may no more be obliged to 
recognize her in her former character of Princess of 
Wales." Oh ! most sapient speech of a most sapient 
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lord ; truly, tius was a bold defence in the case, that 
kings have a right divine to subdue, injure, oppress^ 
and govern wrong ! 

We will, far the present, pass by the number of 
addresses which were presented to her Majesty, and 
also the expression of public opinion upon the subject 
of her injuries and imposed hardships, merely noticing 
that the will and pleasiure of the queen's affianced 
lord and husband had caused this outrageous and un- 
manly attack upon her royal character, — the bill of 
pains and penalties ! Was it not concocted and served 
by the authority of the monarch, her husband ? Was 
it not by his divine decree that his consort's name 
was erased from the hturgy ? Did he not send down 
to parliame^t that message which denounced his 
queen a criminal ? Yet, after all this. Lord Liver- 
pool said, ''The king has no personal feeling upon 
the subject." Very good, my lord ; his Majesty could 
NOT have any personal feeling towards the queen ;. his 
xoyel feelings for a long time had been confined to the 
ABSENT, the ABSURD, the LIBIDINOUS, and the most ob- 
noxious of society I Had he been a worthy and up- 
right plaintiff against the most unfortunate of women, 
would he have scrupled to have shewn himself in his 
regal chair upon the continued debates arising from 
this most important question; and would not a sense 
of greatness and vuiue, had he possessed either, have 
influenced him to dechne further proceedings, though 
his pride might have forbid an acknowledgement of 
error ? This line of honest conduct was not followed, 
and we are therefore obliged to refer back to the se- 
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veral circumstances connected with this aU-^portant 
era in the history of our country. 

We can hardly feel astonished at the unfeeling, un- 
generous, and unmanly conduct exercised towards 
our late queen, if we but reflect upon the character 
of the party concerned. Was it not that ^* accom- 
plished gentleman" who had promised eternal and unr- 
ceasing constancy to Mrs. Fitzherbert, Mrs. Crouch, 
Mrs. Billington, Mrs. Robinson, and many others, 
long before he was legally aflOianced to the Princess of 
Brunswick ? Yes, the very same specimen of Nature's 
" handy work." We, however, will not spare royalty, 
by shielding these enormous iniquities. 

Upon the disgraceful trial of Queen Caroline, such 
was the public feehng in her favour, that the peers 
actually feared for their personal safety in going to 
and returning from the House. This threatened 
danger was, as might be expected, properly guarded 
against by the military, who poured into London and 
its environs in vast numbers. 

The agitated state of the public mind, on account 
of the momentous and unprecedented proceedings 
then commenced against the queen, was never so 
decidedly expressed as it was on the 19th of August, 
the day on which the trial commenced. At a very 
early hour in the morning, workmen were employed 
in forming double rows of strong timber from St 
Margaret's church to the King's Bench office on the 
one side, and from the upper extremity of Abingdon- 
street on the other, so as to enclose the whole area 
in front of the House of Lords. This was done to 
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foim a passage to the House^ which was devoted ex- 
clusively for the carriages of the peers^ to and from 
the principal entrance. Within this extensive area, a 
large body of constables were stationed, under the 
controul of the High Bailiff and High Constable, 
who were in attendance before seven o'clock. A very 
strong body of foot-guards were also posted in the 
King's Bench office, the Record office, and in the 
other apartments, near or fronting the street. West* 
ntiinster Hall was likewise appropriated to the accom^ 
modation of the mihtary. AU the leading passages 
from St. Margaret's church into Parliament-street 
were closed securely by strong partitions of timber. 
The poUce-hulk and the gun-boats defended the river 
side of Westminster, and the civil and military ar- 
rangements presented an effectual barrier on the 
opposite side. At nine o'clock, a troop of life-guards 
rode into the palace yard, and formed in hue in front 
of the principal gate of Westminster Hall ; they were 
shortly afterwards followed by a detachment of the 
foot-guards, who were formed under the piazzas of 
the House of Lords, where they piled their arms- 
Patrols of life-guards were then thrown forward, in 
the direction of Abingdon-street, who occasionally 
formed near the king's entrance, and at intervals 
paraded. 

At half-past nine, a body of the Surrey horse-patrol 
rode over Westminster Bridge, and for a short time 
paraded Parliameninstrelst, Whitehall, and Charing 
Cross ; they afterwards drew up near the barrier -at 
St. Margaret's church. The peers began to arrive 
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shortly afterwards ; the Lord Chancellor was in the 
House before eight o'clock. The ministers were equally 
early in their attendance. At a quarter before ten, 
an universal cheering from a countless multitude, in 
the direction of Charing Cross^ announced to the 
anxious spectators that the queen was approacfaiiig. 
Her Majesty^ attended by Lady Anne Hamilton, had 
come early from Brandenburgh House to the re- 
sidetace of Lady Francis, St. James' Square^ and from 
thence they departed for the House of Lords, in a 
new state carriage, drawn by six bay horses. As they 
passed Carlton Palace, the Admiralty, and other sacl 
places, the sentinels presented arms ; but, at the 
Treasury, this mark of honour was omitted. 

When the queen arrived at the House, the militaij 
stationed in the front immediately presented arms. 
Her Majesty was received at the door by Sir T. Tyr- 
wliitt and Mr. Brougham ; and the queen, with her 
lady in waiting, proceeded to an apartment prepared 
for their reception. Shortly afterwards, her Migesty 
accompanied as befDre, entered the House by the pas- 
sage leading from the robingrroom, which is situated 
on the right of the throne. 

During this initiatory part of the trial, and until 
nearly four o'clock, her Majesty was attended by 
Lord Archibald Hamilton and his sister Lady Anne, 
who stood close to the queen all the time. 

Upon returning from the House, in the same itaU 
in which her Majesty arrived, she was greeted by 
the most enthusiastic exclamations and shouts of 
applause, from every class of society, apparently de- 
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siroTis to outvie in testiinoiiials of homage to this ill- 
fated and insulted queen ! 

Each succeedoig day of the trials her Majesty met 
ymth a similar reception; and^ during the whole 
period, addresses were lavishly poured in upon her, 
signed by so many persons, and testifying such ar* 
dent regard and devotion, that every moment of 
time was necessarily devoted to their reception and 
acknowledgement. Though the queen was insulted 
by the king and the majority of the peers, yet it 
must have afforded great consolation to her wounded 
feelings, while witnessing the enthusiasm and devo* 
tioh manifested in her cause by ALL the really 
HONOURABLE of the commuuity. We say really ho- 
nourable, because most, if not all, of her persecutors 
were either actuated by "filthy lucre," or by a 
desire to recommend themselves to the favour of 
their right worthy and most mrttwtis master, whose 
own pure eyes could not hear to look upon, rwuch less 
associate with. Deformity and Vice. 

After an unexampled multipUcation of ctbuse and 
PERJURY, on the fifty-first day of the trial, the info-* 
mous BILL was LOST ! and, with it, the pretensions 
to uprightness and manly feeling of every *' sprig of 
nobility*' who had voted for it. 

We pass over the rejoicings and illuminations 
upon this occasion, and enter upon the records of 
the year 

1821, 

in which pains and penalties supplied the place of 
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kindness! the sword upheld the law! and Rigour 
supplied the place of Benevolence ! — men who op- 
posed every liberal opinion hovered aroimd the 
throne of this mighty empire. In the hardness of 
their hearts^ they justified inhumanity, and delighted 
to hear the clank of the chains of slavery. They 
flattered to deceive^ and hid fi*om their master the 
miseries of his subjects ! This was base, grovelling 
submission to the royal will, and not real loyalty. 
The people's love is the best safeguard of monarchy, 
but, at this period, their love was deemed worth- 
less, and it was held as a maxim, that " the people 
have nothing to do with the laws but to obey 
them !" 

Though " the bill" was abandoned, the queen re- 
ceived no benefit. Her Majesty was refiised means 
to discharge debts unavoidably contracted for the 
bare support of her table and her household. As a 
proof of the economical style of her Uving, we wit- 
nessed one evening a party of friends sitting down 
to supper with her Majesty, when a chicken at the 
top and another at the bottom of the table were the 
only dishes set before the company. What a con- 
trast this would have presented to the loaded tabH 
groaning under the luxurious display of provisions 
for gluttony, in the king's several residences, where 
variety succeeded variety, and where even the veriest 
menial lived more sumptuously than his master's 
consort. 

At this part of our history, we shall decline enter- 
ing upon the particular and very remarkable events 
of this period, leaving that recital to another part of 
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our labours. We may briefly observe, however, 
that, though Prince Leopold had not once previously 
called upon her Majesty, now, in July, his carriage 
drove up to the door of Brandenburgh House, and 
his serene highness was announced and ushered 
into the presence of the mother of his late con- 
sort. The queen appeared exceedingly agitated, 
though her Majesty did not urge one word of com- 
plaint or inquiry at the delay of the prince's visit. 
Previous to the departure of Leopold, the queen 
appeared much embarrassed and affected, and, ad- 
dressing the prince, said, "Do you not think that 
the death of my Charlotte was too sudden to be 
naturally accoimted for? and do you think it not 
very likely that she died unfairly ?" The prince re- 
plied, " I also have my fears ; but I do not possess 
any proof of it." Shortly afterwards, his serene 
highness drove away, and the queen was again la- 
cerated by the reflection of the deferred visit of the 
prince. 

For the present, we pass over the detail of the 
correspondence between the queen and the peers 
upon the subject of the coronation; but we shall 
advert to it at no very distant period. 

The coronation of George the Fourth took place 
on Thursday, July 19th. The Queen of Eng- 
land was excluded from the "gorgeous ceremony." 
Her Majesty, however, presented herself at the 
Abbey, and demanded admission,, but was refused ! 
Lord Hood, one of her Majesty's attendants on 
this trying occasion, made no resistance or remon- 
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strance to this refiisaU and' tamely^ not to say 
c&wardly, submitted to it, as he immediately led 
the queen to her carriage ! Yet Lord Hood was a 
peer! but, gentle reader, he was also a — ^pensioner! 
We put the question to every honest-hearted Eng- 
lishmen, what force would have dared to oppose the 
queen's entry into the Abbey, if she had been pro- 
perly surrounded and attended by her legal advisers 
and most able professional friends ? The answer is 
not a dubious one ; for, had such been the case^ the 
'^ accomplished gentleman" would have met his in- 
jured, basely-treated wife, whose gaze must hare 
brought a blush upon his guilty cheek. Such as 
unexpected visit had been contrary to his royally- 
fixed opinion and determination, as he then wmli 
have " met her in pubHc." 

The English character has ever been proverbial for 
morality, gallantry, justice, and hiunanity ; though 
we cannot help thinking it suffered a Uttle degrada- 
tion when the queen was refiised admittance to the 
scene of her husband's coronation* This, indeed, 
is a blot upon the annals of our country, which 
the stream of time will never be able to wash away. 
History cannot forget the conduct of the sovereign 
in this instance, who, when about to enter into a 
solemn compact with his people, and calling the 
Omnipotent God to witness his feith and sincerity 
*' that he will most truly deal out justice and love 
mercy in his kingly station," at the same moment 
refused both to his own wife ! This was also an un- 
grateful act in him, for it was through her medium 
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that ALL HIS DEBTS WERE PAID. Let not this dis- 
graceful conduct be forgotten, when the taste and 
elegant manners of George the Fourth are extolled ! 
Amoi^t the gay throng of &wnmg courtiers that 
attiended this ceremony was the Marquis of liOndon- 
derry, whose glittering appendages and costly array 
lYere of an unusual quaUty. Yet, gorgeous as was 
the sight, the absence of the queen rendered the 
coronation pomp an uninteresting scene of solemn 
mockery in its character, and an insulting imposition 
to the nation, who, while hearing the royal engage- 
ments made to them, nationally and individually, saw 
the first law of nature inverted by the very personage 
for whom this ''mighty show" was designed. But are 
we not justified in supposing that George the Fourth 
possessed but a weak understanding, a frail heart, and 
strong prejudices ? His judgement was perverted by 
bad councils, and his bosom inflamed by bad passions. 
We must not omit to mention here, that a very 
few weeks before this insult offered to the queen, her 
brother, the Duke of Brunswick, had fallen in the 
field of battle, while bravely fighting against Napo- 
leon at Waterloo. Her Majesty was now bereft of 
every natural connexion, save her vindictive and 
cruel husband ; and history hardly presents a more 
trying situation than that in which the persecuted 
and shamefiiUy-treated Queen of England was then 
placed* 

The Duke of Newcastle distinguished himself upon 
her Majesty's trial, by pronouncing judgement against 
the queen without hearing the evidence in her favour; 
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yet this '' boroughmonger" was selected to bear the 
'^ sword of inercy'* before the king at the coronation! 
We ought not, however, to find fault with the choice 
of George the Fourth in this instance ; for the duke's 
subsequent acts have proved him worthy of doing 
what he likes with Ms own, — to which the people of 
Newark can fiilly testify! 

Upon her Majesty's arrival at Brandenburgh House 
on the morning of the coronation, she took a cup of 
tea, and then retired to her room for nearly four 
hours. In this interval, the queen resolved to visit 
Scotland ; and wrote a letter to Lord Liverpool, in 
which she requested his lordship to apprise the kii]^ 
of her intention. This letter was received by his 
lordship, and answered in the usual strain, ''that 
he (Lord Liverpool) had laid her Majesty's letter 
before the king, but had not received his Majesty's 
commands thereon." In the intermediate time, it 
was announced, the king would visit Ireland; and 
his Majesty left Carlton House at half-past eleven 
o'clock, on the 31st of July, on his way to Ports- 
mouth for Dublin. 

On the 30th of July, the evening previous to the 
king's departure, her Majesty visited the theatre, and 
was much indisposed, but would not be persuaded 
to retire before the performance was concluded ; in- 
deed, it was the queen's usual line of conduct not 
to disturb any public assembly by retiring earlier than 
was positively and indispensably needful. The unfa- 
vourable symptoms increased, and her physicians 
feared for the result. 
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On the 3rd of August^ Lord Sidmouth left towh for 
Portsmouth, in order to see the king, his master, and 
to give intelligence relative to the progress of the queen's 
indisposition. Up to this time, her Majesty had been 
attended by four physicians. Dr. Baillie was now 
called in, and arrived at Brandenburgh House on the 
6th. On the 7th, at twenty-five minutes past ten, 
p. M., the QUEEN DIED, in the fifty-third year of 
her age. 

Malice had now done its worst ; the fatal blow was 
struck, and the Queen of England was relieved fi-om 
her despicable and merciless persecutors. 

It was rather a peculiar circmnstance that George 
the Fourth should have contrived so well to be out 
of the way of Death, both in his daughter's and 
his consort's case ! We, perhaps, may be told that 
the prerogatives of royalty are very numerous, par- 
ticularly when exercised by despotic princes, who 
live only for their own gratification, and with whom 
the good of the people is an unimportant consi- 
deration. 

The tidings of her Majesty's death were communi- 
cated to her heartless husband by Lord Londonderry, 
while the royal yacht was lying in Holyhead roads. 
A despatch was returned immediately to Lord Liver- 
pool. We must here remark, that etiquette pre- 
vented the landing of the king while the unburied 
remains of his consort remained on English ground ; 
so these despatches were very needful to cause the 
First Lord of the Treasury to press for an early 
removal of the body of the queen, in order that 

R 
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&ci]ity might be given to the landing of the king 
in Ireland. 

After paying this formal attention to the aw&l 
intelligence he had received^ his Majesty landed at 
Howth; and> as soon as he had reached the Vice- 
regal Lodge^ addressed the multitude in the follow- 
ing words: 

^^My Lords, and Gentlemen, and 
my good Yeomanry, 
''I cannot express to you the gratification at the 
kind and warm reception I have met with on this 
day of my landing amongst my Irish subjects. I am 
obliged to you, very much obliged to you ; I am par- 
ticularly obliged by your escorting me to my vertj 
door. I may not be able to express my feelings 
as I wish. I have travelled £ar; that is, I have 
made a long sea voyage; I have sailed dozen tie 
English Channel, and sailed up the Irish Channel; 
and I have landed fi*om a steamboat ; besides which, 
particular circumstances have occurred, known to you 
all, of wliich it is better, at present, not to speak 
(alluding to the queen's sudden death) upon these 
subjects. I leave it to your delicate and generota 
hearts to APPRECIATE MY FEELINGS I How- 
ever, I can assure you that THIS IS THE HAP- 
PIEST DAY OF MY LIFE ! I have long wished 
to visit you ; my heart has alwajrs been — IRISH ! ! 
From the day it first beat, I have loved Irelani 
This day has shewn me, that I am beloved by mj 
Irish subjects. Rank, station, honours, are notlungi 
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but to feel that I live in the hearts of my Iriih sub- 
jects v&y to me, the most exalted happiness. 

*^ I must now, once more, thank you for your 
kindness, and bid you farewell. Go and do by me 
as I shall do by you ; drink my health in a bumper; 
and I shall drink all your's in a bumper of good Irish 
whiskey t ! .'" 

This nonsensical speech was delivered by the most 
polished monarch in Europe ! May we not venture 
to premise, from such a specimen of eloquence, that 
'^ kingly glare will lose its power to dazzle ; its au- 
thority wiU silently pass by; the gorgeous throne 
will stand imnoticed in the regal hall, fast falling 
to decay ; whilst Falsehood's trade will be as hateful 
and unprofitable as that of Truth is now?" 

What must George Canning have felt on hearing 
of the queen's death 2 He who, but a short time 
before, had declared that this departed queen was 
" the grace, life, and ornament of society." Yet he 
had neglected her Majesty, because he was mean 
enough to receive royal favours. Shame, eternal 
shame, will attend the hirelings of royalty ! Remon- 
strance was offered by her in vain ; the unrelenting 
ministers were deaf to all complaint, all entreaty, all 
just claims upon their notice. These disgraces to 
humanity forgot the formidable artillery of exposure, 
yet the right honourable assassins of their country 
must be confronted with these unwelcome truths, 
however objectionable to their '^ polite ears." Until 
an honourable recompense be made to thi^ country 

R 2 
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for their misrule, we cannot enjoy either liberty or 
JUSTICE. Union, cordiality, domestic peace, and hap- 
piness, must be strangers to the reahn where the 
sovereign's interest is apart or divided from the 
people's. A king and a purse-fbought ministry will 
make but an imequal balance against an injured 
people; and when, to the proscription of coimnon 
rights, is added the queen's imparalleled case, how 
detestable to future generations wiU appear the reign 
of George the Fourth ! 

We must not omit to mention, that, during the 
height of the queen's trial, her Majesty received 
some packets of papers relative to the death of 
her lamented daughter, and explanatory of many 
circumstances connected therewith. These very 
DOCUMENTS ARE NOW IN EXISTENCE, and will, mosi 
probably, be published at some future period. The 
general tenor of these details is not very honourable 
to the parties concerned; but this defect cannot 
militate against their validity, as our former an- 
nouncements must have PROVED ! 

The peculiar situation in which our injured queen 
was placed, at the period above mentioned^ was cal- 
culated to affect any sincere friend of humanity ; and 
had those who professed so much attachment in h^^ 
Majesty's cause been but firm and honest, they 
might noza have been in the enjojnnent of a '* con- 
science void of offence" upon the subject. But 
there are persons now breathing in this '^vain world' 
who would most joyfiilly give then- titles, lands, 
fortunes, — nay, their all, — ^if the queen could retiP 
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to life, and forgive them the abnost inconceivable 
injuries she received at their hands ! There cannot 
exist a doubt in the mind of every honest person 
upon the vindictive feeling of George the Fourth 
against his queen, and the unmerited persecutions of 
the state against her. If any attempt should here- 
after be made to deteriorate these assertions, we are 
very amply supplied with PROOFS to do justice 
both to the assailant and assailed ! 

We will here relate a circumstance which, though 
it may not add much to the credit of "Mother 
Church," is, nevertheless, perfectly true : When 
Queen Caroline was so seriously ill, on the Sunday 
before her death, her Majesty said, *' I should much 
like to take the sacrament; and I desire that the 
clergyman who does the duty at Hammersmith had 
be sent for, and that he may administer it." Appli- 
cation was immediately made ; but the gentleman 
said, " I cannot administer it, mthout leave from the 
rector, who is now at Richmond." A messenger 
went to Richmond, and found that the rector had 
gone to dine in London, and that the clergyman 
must either go there to him, or solicit permission from 
the king's ministers/ The time was thus delayed 
till Monday, on which day her Majesty was too ill 
to receive it, and never afterwards was able to name 
the subject. The queen, in this her last illness, was 
truly an example of patience and resignation, for 
she never repined, not even in her most agonizing 
moments. Her Majesty, alas ! too well knew she must,. 
EVENTUALLY, be the victim of tyranny. Let every 



' 
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thinking being contrast the profession of Christianity 
with the disgraceful procedure set forth in the 
anecdote just related. At the time her Majesty 
requested to receive the sacrament^ she believed her- 
self near death ; and^ in accordance with the senti- 
ments and doctrines of the Church of England^ she 
very naturally desired to express her reliance on the 
Saviour by receiving this ordinance; yet even this 
gratification was denied her^ until she was imcon- 
sciously sinking into the embrace of death! This 
disgraceful circumstance is ahnost without parallel 
in the annals of persecution. A virtuous and noble- 
minded queen, lying on the bed of deaths which 
had been prepared for her by the hand of cruel 
and ill-judged Persecution, was refiised this last com- 
fort of religion ; while a felon, who may have em- 
brued his hands in the blood of his feUow-creature, 
is allowed to receive this emblem of salvation pre- 
vious to his transition from time to eternity ! Here 
is sufficient to inform '' The Many" of the policy of 
the Church of England. May we not ask how fer 
the English clergy are removed from popery ? as it 
is evident the attentions of a rector or a bishop 
(under the crown) are equally difficult to be obtained 
as the catholics believe those of St. Peter to be ! 

In contemplating the above exposure of power, 
many queries naturally suggest themselves ; for in- 
stance. What could prevent the curate's immediate 
attention to the request of the dying queen ? for had 
even the meanest parishioner desired it, he must have 
attended to the. request. What was meant by asking 
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leave of the " rector, or king's ministers,*' who were 
dt some distance from the ahode of sorrow ? Was it 
not intended to add fresh insults to injuries aheady 
too deep? Did the ministry think thereby to prevent 
em encroachment upon his Majesty's comforts in the 
livorld to come, (as he had declared, that he never 
again would meet the queen) and by revising the out- 
^ward rites of the church, shut the door of hope in the 
sufferer's &ce ? Alas ! the words of the prophet are 
peculiarly applicable to the church and ministry in 
this noiatter: ''Woe unto the wicked/ it shall be ill 
ivith them, for the reward of their hands shall be 
given them ! " 

On the morning of Tuesday, the 14th, at six o'clock, 
a hearse drawn by six horses, and twelve mourning 
coaches, each drawn by four horses, drew up before, 
Srandenburgh House. But httle ceremony was ob- 
served in requesting the mourners to take their seats. 
The route given by the minister for the funeral pro- 
cession pourtrayed another instance of their invete- 
rate and undiminished hatred to the departed queen. 
It proved, however, an unsuccessful attempt with the 
populace, as our readers wiU remember that the body 
WM taken through the city of London, in defiance of 
all civil and military opposition. Here, for once, the 
people came (^ victorious f As soon as the procession 
had passed the suburbs of the metropoUs, it pro- 
ceeded at a quick rate to Ilford, where it arrived a 
little after six o'clock in the evening, having been 
more than twelve hours in performing this first stage 
of the journey. We pass over the insulting orders 
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of Lord Liverpool^ in their minute detail, and only 
advert to that part of them wherein he states to Mr. 
BaUey^ the undertaker, that the body was to reacb 
Harwich the second night. Various disgraceftd alter- 
cations took place during the several stoppages on 
the road; and the mourners were treated similarly to 
their departed mistress. At length the sea opened 
upon their view ; and the most prominent object upon 
it was the "Glasgow" frigate, stationed at some dis- 
tance from Languard Fort* The procession arriyed 
at Harwich, on Thursday, at half-pas1> eleven, at 
which place, not even a single hour was allowed for 
retirement or repose ; for the order was almost imme- 
diately given, that the coffin should be taken to the 
quay, and from thence lowered by a crane into a 
small barge. This was not accomplished without 
great difficulty, the coffin being extremely heavy. 
Four men rowed the boat to the side of the ^' Glas- 
gow," which was waiting to receive the remains of 
England's injured queen. Sir G. Naylor and his se- 
cretary, with Mr. Bailey, accompanied it, and added 
the sad mockery of laying a paltry crown upon the 
coffin. The ladies and the rest of the suite followed 
in boats. At this moment, the first gun was &ed 
from the fort. Such was the indelicate hurry and 
rude touch of the persons engaged in the removal of 
the royal coffin, that before it was received on boartl 
the ^' Glasgow," the crimson velvet was torn in many 
places, and hung in slips. When the boat reached 
the '' Pioneer" schooner, the coffin was hoisted on 
board, the crown and cushion were laid upon it, and 
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the pall was thrown out of the boat to one of the 
sailors on deck^ by one of the three gentlemen who 
had it in charge, with no more ceremony than if it 
had been his cloak. Before it could possibly be an- 
nounced that the corpse was safe on deck, the sailors 
were busily employed in unfurling the sails, and in 
less than ten minutes the ^^ Pioneer" was under sail, 
to join the '^ Glasgow" frigate. The body and the 
mourners were at length received on board the 
*' Glasgow," and here followed perplexity upon per- 
plexity. The captain had not been informed of the 
probable number in this melancholy procession, and 
was incompetent to set before them suificient food, 
or Anmish them with suitable accommodation. Com 
beef was therefore their daily fare ; and hammocks, 
slung under the guns, were the beds assigned 
to the gentlemen, while the ladies were very Kttle 
better provided for in the confined cabins. The coffin 
was placed in a separate cabin, guarded by soldiers, 
and with lights continually burning. On the 19th of 
August, the '^ Glasgow" appeared before the port at 
Cuxhaven ; and, as she drew too much water to get 
up the Stade, she resigned her charge to the^' Wye," 
commanded by Captain Fisher. 

On Monday evening, the 20th, the remains of the 
Queen of England were landed at Stade. The coffin, 
without pall, or covering of any hind whatever, was 
brought up the creek, a distance of three miles, the 
mourners following in boats. On their arrival at the 
quay, nx) preparation had been made for receiving the 
iody on shore, and had it not been for the sympathy 
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of the inhabitants of the place^ the coflSn must have 
been laid upon the earth ; but they were so impressed 
with the necessity of paying regard to decency^ and 
so incensed against the heartless and abominable con- 
duct manifested towards the queen^ that they^ as if by 
one consent^ brought out their tables and chairs, to 
afford an elevation for the cofBn from the ground; 
and thus a kind of platform was raised, on which it 
was protected from further injury. After a short delay, 
arising from want of due notice having been given of 
the arrival of the procession, the citizens of the town, 
headed by the magistrates and priests, proceeded to 
meet it. The coffin was then taken up, and carried 
into the church, which was lighted, and partially husg 
with black. A solemn anthem was sung^ accompanied 
by the deep-toned organ, and the numberless crowd 
retired, leaving the royal corpse to the care of those 
who were appointed to watch over it. Early the next 
day^ the procession departed for Buxtehude. About 
a quarter of a mile from this town, it was met by the 
citizens and magistrates, who attended it, bareheaded) 
to the church, where the royal remains were deposited 
for the night. On the ensuing day, the 22n4 ^^ 
procession was met on its entrance into Saltan, bf 
the authorities^ in the same manner as before named. 
On the 23rd, it reached Celle, where the coffin was 
carried into the great church of the city, and placed 
upon the tomb of the unfortunate sist^ of George the 
Third, " Matilda, Queen of Denmark." On the 24th, 
the procession was met at Offau, by Count AldeS" 
slaben, the grand chamberlain of the court, and ^' 
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rangements were made, that the funeral should take 
place that eyemng at midnight. The mourners were 
to proceed to Brunswick^ and the funeral procession 
w^as to follow^ so as'to arrive by ten at night at the 
gates of the city^ there to be met by the mourners ; 
but finrther delay of interment was strictly forbidden. 
At the appointed hour, the last stage of the cavalcade 
commenced. On a near approach to the church, 
whose vaults were to receive the remains of this royal 
victim, the children of a school (founded and sup- 
ported by a lady of truly patriotic principles) walked 
before the hearse, strewing flowers on the road. Ar- 
riving at the church, the Brunswick soldiers demanded 
the privilege to bear the remains of their beloved prin- 
cess through the church to the vault in which were 
deposited the remains of her illustrious ancestors* 
This was granted ; and the corpse was borne by as 
many of them as could stand imder the coffin into 
the abode of death ! The royal remains were then 
placed upon an elevation in the centre of the royal 
vault, which had previously been prepared for its re- 
ception, and where it will remain until another occiqpy 
its place, and it be removed to the space appointed 
for it After an oration had been delivered in Ger- 
man, the curtain was drawn over this persecuted and 
destroyed queen. The mourners retired, and the as- 
sembled crowds dispersed, shortly after two o'clock. 

It may possibly be asked, *' Did not the nephew of 
the queen (the son of her brother, the late Duke) 
meet the remains, and follow them to the last abode 
of royalty ? We answer, '' No," he was not of age ; 
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the kingdom was governed by two commissioners, un- 
der the controul of the King of England^ and the 
young prince had been commanded to leave Bruns- 
wick previous to the ceremony of the interment of his 
aunt. The inhabitants of Brunswick had been or- 
dered to keep within their houses, to shut their win- 
dows, and not to appear upon the occasion* This 
imperious order was strictly attended to. One gen- 
tleman, however, fiunished flambeaux to be carried 
before and on each side of the procession, until it had 
reached the church. Every expression of the inha- 
bitants indicated how much they were attached to the 
Princess of Brunswick, and the more superior and 
well-informed part of the conununity mourned that 
her days had been blighted by the delusive prospects 
held out to her family, in the alliance with the cousin 
she had married. The Brunswickers were a&aid to 
express their sentiments in public companies, but pri- 
vately, they could not suppress their opinions, that 
*' it was very strange, that not the least notice of the 
fimeral had been communicated to them until the 
evening previous to the ceremony." 

Having thus impartially related the closing scene 
over the departed, we must as fedthfully enter into 
and discharge our task upon some of the very pro- 
minent and important circumstances preceding this 
tragedy. Be it remembered, that we speak of « 
queen who, though subjected to the most insulting 
and unheard-of tyranny, and who, though tried by 
her enemies, was not proved guilty of the base ini- 
quities imputed to her. We may here exclaim^ i» 
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the words of a celebrated author, " Oh, is there not 
some hidden thunder in the stores of heaven, red 
with uncommon wrath, to blast the men who owe 
their greatness to their country's ruin !" 

We mentioned, in a former part of this work, 
that the queen had desired several times, most par* 
ticularlyy to see Mr. Brougham. It is true that 
various places for meeting had been appointed ; but 
some apology or other was invariably made by the 
learned gentleman. Her Majesty finally wrote that 
she should be at St. Omers on a certain day, on her 
way to England, in the metropohs of which she was 
resolved to arrive as soon as possible. Her Majesty 
had previously appointed Mr, Brougham her attor- 
ney-general, desiring he would choose a solicitor to 
act with him, and he named Mr. Denman. One 
excuse for not attending to his appointment with the 
queen, Mr. Brougham ascribed to his electioneering 
business in Westmoreland; and another was, Mrs. 
Brougham's being in a situation too delicate for him 
to leave her. Such excuses ought not to have pre- 
vented Mr. Bropgham's giving his attention to the 
important business of the queen; indeed, he was 
once within four leagues of her Majesty's abode, with 
a certain letter in his pocket from the highest autho- 
rities ; but Mr. Brougham did not venture to lay it 
before the queen, nor did he seek for an interview. 
We ought to inform the pubHc, that the commission 
entrusted to this learned gentleman was the same 
which Lord Hutchinson undertook some time after- 
wards. 
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The queen felt very indignant at Mr. Brou^iam*s 
80 repeatedly declining his engagements^ and wrote 
to Lord Liverpool to request his lordship would 
send a frigate to convey her to England ; fearing 
this was against the state projects in contemplatioii, 
the queen^ by the same post, wrote to her formei 
friend and lady in waiting. Lady Anne Hamilton, to 
repair to her immediately at St. Omers, and attend 
her in her former capacity ; and also, to Alderman 
Wood, that if Lord Liverpool refrised or delayed to 
send a frigate, the Alderman would hire a vessel 
for the purpose of bringing her to this country im- 
mediately. 

Little time was lost in obeying these commands 
of the Queen of England. In the mean time, Mr. 
Brougham wrote to her Majesty, requesting leave 
to meet her at Calais ; to which the queen replied, 
she should choose to see him at the inn at St 
Omers. Shortly after the arrival of her Majesty's 
Lady in Waiting and the Alderman, Mr. Brougham 
was announced, and informed her Majesty that he 
was accompanied by Lord Hutchii^on, (now Lord 
Donoughmore) the king's particular friend, who was 
the bearer of a message to her Majesty from the 
king, and asked leave when he might have the honor 
to introduce him to her Majesty. " No, no, Mr. 
Brougham, (said the queen) no conversations for me; 
he must put it in writing, if you please ; we are at 
war at present." '^But, madam, it is impossible 
that so many scraps of different conversations can 
be properly arranged." "Then, I don't see Lord 
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Hutchinson/' said the queen. '' Madam^ if you in- 
sist upon it^ it shall be done ; and when will your 
Majesty be pleased to receive it?" ^' To-morrow 
morning you may bring it me ; and so good evening 
to you^ as I suppose you are fatigued with your 
joimiey." 

The next mornings Mr. Brougham arrived with 
Lord Hutchinson's letter^ which the queen opened 
and read in Mr. Brougham's presence ; in the con- 
clusion of that letter^ her Majesty was earnestly en- 
treated to wait the return of a courier from Paris. 
''Paris! Paris!" said the queen^ ''what have I to 
do with Paris?" Mr. Brougham, in much con^ 
fusion, said, " Your Majesty must have mistaken ; it 
must mean Calais; my friend is too honourable to 
mean any thing of that kind, or to do any thing 
wrong." " No, no, Mr. Brougham ; Paris, Paris ! 
Look there!" pointing the sentence out to him. 
'' Then," added the queen, " you wiQ come and dine 
vdth me to-day." " May not I bring Lord Hutchin- 
son with me, please your Majesty ?" " Certainly not." 
'' But I hope you will see Lord Hutchinson?" " Yes; 
let him come directly." The queen then assembled 
her whole household, and received his lordship in the 
midst of a formal circle, talked upon indifferent sub- 
jects for about a quarter of an hour ; then rose, and, 
gracefiilly curtesying, left the room. Most of the 
household followed; and Mr. Brougham^ with his 
friend. Lord Hutchinson, did not remain long behind. 
Mr. Brougham afterwards returned; but appeared 
exceedingly disconcerted. Lady Hamilton was pre- 
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sent^ and tried to draw him into conversation upon 
various subjects ; but he answered, rather abruptly, 
^' You and the Alderman are leading the queen to 
her destruction/' The lady replied, by saying, '^that 
was a mistake; she did not interfere in poUtical 
affairs." Mr. Brougham be^ed pardon, and the sub- 
ject was ended by the queen entering the room to 
dinner. The dinner passed off very well ; her Ma- 
jesty appeared in good spirits, as did Mr. Brougham. 
It was the queen's general practice not to sit long 
after dinner; she, therefore, soon retired with her 
lady ; and the gentlemen adjourned to the drawing- 
room to await the serving of coffee. By her Ma- 
jesty's orders, her maids were waiting with her tra- 
velling dress, and the carriages all ready in the court- 
yard, in the first of which her Majesty immediately 
seated herself, as also Lady Hamilton and Alderman 
Wood. The moment before her Majesty drove out 
of the yard, she desired her maitre d^hotel to inform 
Mr. Brougham " that the queen would drink coffee 
with him in London;" yet five minutes had not 
elapsed fi*om leaving the dinner table to her driving 
out from the inn, as fast as four post horses could 
convey her. This was the only time her Majesty 
was ever known to show fear, but at the appearance 
of any horseman she became very much agitated, 
from the supposition that she should be detained in 
France, under a pretence of not having a correct pass- 
port, the want of horses, or some such trivial excuse. 
The queen was aware that the King of England had, 
not long before, placed Louis the Eighteenth upon 
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the throne of France, therefore he could not object 
to any proposition her husband thought proper to re- 
quire. Her Majesty also knew that a courier had 
been despatched to Paris, and that that courier was 
one of Mr. Brougham* s brothers. Mr. Brougham him- 
self joined with Lord Hutchinson, in trying to per- 
suade her Majesty to remain in France till the return 
of the cornier. The queen's active and intelligent 
mind saw every thing at a glance, and acted with the 
promptitude of her character. Alderman Wood pro- 
posed that her Majesty should rest that night at 
D'Estaing's fine hotel at Calais, instead of sleeping on 
board a common packet, which would not sail till the 
morning. ^^No, no," said the queen, ''drive straight 
to the shore ;" and out she got like a girl of fifteen, 
and was in the packet before any one else. " There," 
said her Majesty, '' now I can breathe freely — ^now I 
am protected by English laws." The queen was hardly 
seated, when Alderman Wood presented her with a 
note from Mr. Brougham, entreating her Majesty to 
return, if only for the night, to D'Estaing's, and pro- 
mising that no harm should happen to her. '' No, 
no," replied the queen, ''I am safe here, and I will not 
trust him ;" and then threw a mattress in the mid- 
dle of her cabin, with some blankets, and laid there 
aU night. In the morning, when her Majesty was 
about to land, she seemed a little intimidated, in 
consequence of the dense multitude she had to pass 
through. Her Majesty's fears, however, were entirely 
groundless, as she soon found the hearts of Britons 
were fiiendly to her cause, though they exemplified it 
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rather roughly^ as her feet were never permitted to 
touch the ground from the time her Majesty left the 
vessel till her arrival at the ism, which she availed 
herself of with feelings of the most gratifying descrip- 
tion^ at the sympathy manifested in the cause of per* 
secuted virtue. 

As soon as her Majesty could procure horses^ she 
set forward to Canterbury^ where she was received 
with similar acclamations. The populace insisted 
upon drawing her Majesty out of the town^ and th^ 
would not suffer the horses to be put to veithout 
her personal entreaties. Thousands of blessings were 
poured on her head without one dissenting voice; 
imd in this manner did her Majesty proceed all the 
way to London> as previously stated. 

During the whole of the trials which followed im- 
mediately after the arrival (^ the queen in London, 
her counsellors appeared more in the capacity of me- 
diators in the cause of guilt than as stem, tmbending, 
and uncompromising champions of Jumovr and truth! 
In one of Mr. Brougham's speeches^ he declared 
the queen had no intention to recriminate; but Mr. 
Brougham cannot^ even at this distance of time^ have 
forgotten that, when her Majesty hod an interview 
with him after this public assertion on his part, she 
declared herself insulted by such a remark, as her case 
demanded all the assistance it could possibly obtain 
from every legal quarter. Another peculiar trait of 
defection was conspicuously displayed during this ex- 
traordinary trial. A letter had been written by an 
illustrious personage to the captain of the vessel, in 
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which the princess went in the memorable year 
1814, offering him a reward to procm^e any evidence 
of improper conduct on the part of her royal highness. 
This was submitted to Mr. Brougham, and shortly 
afterwards, at the supper table of the queen, he said 
aloud, that he had shextm this letter to the opposite 
side of the court ; and when remonstrated with for 
such extraordinary conduct, his only reply was, *' Oh, 
it will do very well ;" and soon after left the supper 
table. 

There are also some inexplicable mysteries attached 
to the period of the king's coronation, which deserve 
an impartial retrospect, and are very proper subjects 
for inquiry. This splendid ceremony had been post- 
poned from time to time, and at length took place on 
the 19th of July. We think, situated as her Majesty 
was, she ought to have been attended to the abbey by 
ail the noblemen and gentlemen whose courage and 
honor had permitted them to espouse and support her 
cause ; and with such a phalanx could she have been 
reftised admittance ? Instead of this arrangement, her 
Majesty went at an early hour, accompanied by two 
ladies and one gentleman ! — ^was refiised admittance at 
the first door, and sought for entrance at another. It 
was true, her Majesty had not an imperative right to 
be crowned, though she had an undoubted right to be 
present at the ceremony of her husband's coronation. 
Nay, clainimg her right of admission in the character 
of cousin to his Majesty, ought to have entitled her to 
very different treatment. Her Majesty would not 
have encroached upon another's privileges, by enter^ 

s 2 
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ing Westminster HcM, because that m^ht be con- 
sidered the king's dining room ; and the queen was 
too well informed to pass the boundary of privilege. 

On the evening of the 18th of July^ Lord and Lady 
Hood slept at Cambridge House^ and> after retiring 
for the nighty they were disturbed by the announce- 
ment, that a messenger waited from Mr. Brougham 
to see Lord Hood. His lordship saw the messenger, 
whose business was to say, '' if Lord Hood wanted any 
tickets for the coronation, he might have as many 
as he pleased." Lord Hood said, ** I have my awn, 
and that is quite enough ; I need no more/' It be- 
comes a wise man to provide against the inroad of an 
enemy, and Lord Hood ought, and was in duty bound, 
to have accepted Mr. Brougham's offer of tickets, 
though* that offer was made so secretly, and at such 
a late hour. One thing is certain, that Lord Hood 
was not sufficiently firm in the interest of her Ma- 
jesty, or that some previous understanding had ex- 
isted upon the subject of these tendered tickets. All 
well-dressed ladies were admitted upon the presenta- 
tion of a ticket, and the name never required. But, 
by some admce, the queen went at an early hour, asked 
entrance at a private door, and was refused. Yet 
the king had positive fears of the arrival of her Ma- 
jesty, and his carriage was kept in waiting, to convey 
him to Carlton House, should her Majesty be an- 
nounced. Well might he say to the bearers of his 
train, "Hold it wider." Yes, indeed, he required 
room to breathe, for conscience is an obtrusive mom- 
tor, as well as a privileged guest, in all companies. 
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In addition to the negligence of iihe prof essed friends 
of the queen^ we axe sorry to say^ that the ministers 
had also prepared means^ very unnatural^ as well as 
perfectly unconstitutional. A covered hoot was in wait- 
ing at the back of the Hcdl, on the Thames^ to con- 
vey the queen (if deemed needfiil) to the Tower ; and, 
as some persons of principle and property were aware 
of this stretch of power, many boats were upon the 
river, to render assistance, if required, to an insulted 
queen. Eight regiments of soldiers were in and near 
London, five of which were the determined friends 
OF the queen ! Was it not rather a peculiar circum- 
stance that Alderman Wood (who was in the proces- 
sion of the Lord Mayor) was the loudest in his hurra 
to Majesty? It was also very strange, that Lord 
Liverpool, the then First Lord of the Treasury, was 

NOT PRESENT AT THE CORONATION! From wheUCC 

was this unusual non-attendance upon the monarch 
to be attributed? Because Lord Liverpool, seeing the 
danger likely to result from the refusal of her Majesty 
to the coronation, had advised the king to receive the 
queen, his consort. At first his Majesty consented, 
but shortly afterwards retracted his promise. Lord 
Liverpool, however, had caused this permission of 
his Majesty for the queen's presence at the corona- 
tion to be made known to the queen, and a plan of 
the interior of the abbey was enclosed at the same 
time, in which a seat was expressly ordered to be 
prepared for her. The Earl of Liverpool had cer- 
tainly disobliged his Majesty in the November pre- 
vious, by abandoning the Bill of Pains and Penalties ; 
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but what else could he have done ? If sentence had 
been passed against her, the mighty rush of public 
opinion would have probably overwhefaned the whole 
r^al circle. Doubtless, Earl Lauderdale had given 
his royal master another version of the matter, as, 
&om his representation, the king c^ain reftssed to 
see his consort ; in consequence of which, measures 
were taken to prevent the appearance of the queen. 
We must also place upon record that, on the 24th of 
the same month. Lord Lauderdale's honours (extra 
Knight of the Thistle, &c») appeared in the Gazette, 
which were, no doubt, bestowed upon him for his 
avowed enmity to the queen. 

We will now enter more minutely into the sudden 
demise of her Majesty, and the attendant circum- 
stances. In an early stage of her Majesty's disorder, 
her bowels were much relaxed, then, speedily after- 
wards, comparatively as much constipated. The 
physicians and learned gentlemen only were in attend- 
ance. Her ladies saw her Majesty but very seldooi 
William Austin, the protege of the queen, was not 
permitted to enter the room, and while her Majesty was 
dying, he was standing outside the door of the apart- 
ment weeping bitterly. He was, however, permitted 
to enter the room when the queen was expiring, as 
also several of the visiters: Alderman and Mrs. 
Wood, Dr. Lushington, Mr. Wilde, and a few others. 
At length. Dr. Holland announced, '' All is over;'* 
and every person left the room, except Dr. Lushington 
(one of the executors) and Lady Hamilton. Dr. Lush- 
ington said, " Ypu, my lady, or Lady Hood, must not 
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quit the body/* Lady Hamilton replied^ '* Then, Sir, 
let it be me.*' Shortly afterwards, the Alderman and 
Mrs. Wood went into the chamber of death, the 
Alderman offering the services of his wife to assist 
in the last sad duties to the lamented queen. In the 
interval. Brunette, the queen's maid, said that her 
Majesty had desired no one might go near her body 
except herself; and Dr. Lushington complied with 
the request. Lady Hamilton said. Brunette was not 
strong enough to move the body ; Brunette, there- 
fore, chose the housenudd to assist her. Shortly after- 
wards. Dr. Lushington requested Lady Hamilton's 
presence again; and, upon her appearance in the 
gloomy chamber, said, '^Now, you must remain 
here; and promise me not to lift up the sheet which 
covers the body, or permit any one else to do so.'' 
Lady Hamilton promised; when very soon afterwards 
Mrs. Wood went into the room, as she said, '' to 
have a peep.** Lady Hamilton prevented it, saying, 
''she had given her word, and Mrs. Wood must 
therefore desist." The body, very speedily after life 
was extinct, became much discoloured, and, though it 
was washed and prepared for the grave clothes in less 
than two hours after the decease, it e:s:hiMted a very 
great change, as weU as bring much swoDen. 

On the second day, the corpse became very offen-* 
sive; yet this faithftd lady of the household kept 
her station near the body. Previous to the ftmeral, 
some difficulty arose from an uncertainty where the 
deceased queen had kept her cash ; and, without any 
ceremony, Mr. Wilde took up her Majesty's watch. 
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(the one presented by the inhabitants of Coventry, 
and which was very valuable) and said^ he wotdd 
vance forty paunds, and return the watch when 
money was paidlH Yei, at the time of her Ma- 
jesty's deaths she must have been in possession ot 
fourteen or fifteen hundred pounds ! because Mr. Obe- 
quina had advanced the queen^ but a few da3rs before 
her deaths the smn of two thousand pounds ; and it 
was an indisputable &ct^ that not more than/o«ror 
five hundred pounds had been expended out of this sm 
The queen deposited this money where she always 
kept her trinkets^ in a small blue box. In this box 
also her Majesty frequently kept the Coventry watch, 
(which she seldom wore) as well as two miniature 
pictures of herself. This identical box^ the executors 
gave into the care of Lord Hood^ but he very pro- 
perly refused to receive it^ until they locked it and 
took the key. Dr. Lushington promised one of the 
miniatures to Lady Hamilton^ and the other to Wiir 
LiAM Austin, the protege of the ill-&ted queen ; but, 
up to this period, such promise has not been fidfiM 
in either case. 

Let us here recur to the consideration of who were 
the PERSECUTORS of her Majesty, Queen Caroline; 
fourteen of them had seats in the cabinet! 

First.— LORD LIVERPOOL, 
who received, as First Lord of the Treasury, j66,000 

Commissioner for India h^^ 

Clerk of the Rolls in Ireland 3,500 
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Amount brought forward. . . .iSl 1^000 
family connexions enjoying^ annually ^ places 
and pensions to the amount of 22^450 

Makings altogether^ the enormous sum of • • • 33,450 

Second.— LORD ELDON, 
the son of a coal-merchant at Newcastle, who rose, 
if we mistake not, by serving his patrons '' through 
evil and through good report." The income of this 
late Lord Chancellor is too extensive for our detail! 

Third.— THE EARL OF WESTMORLAND, 
who received, as Lord Privy Seal ........ <£4,000 

His son, as Colonel, Aid-de-Camp, and Am- 
bassador 4,800 

Making the annual sum of 8,800 

His fisunily connexions were also in the receipt of 
immense benefits ! 

Fourth.— THE EARL OF HARROWBY, 
who received, as President of the Coimcil. . <£4,000 
His lordship's relatives were enjoying more 
than 7,000 

Making the annual amount of 11,000 

FiFTH.r-LORD SIDMOUTHijj 

who received^ as Secretary of State and Se- 
cretary for India, the sum of <£7,500 
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Amount brought forward. . • • ^7,500 

His son> an anmud sinecure of 3,000 

(which he received for seventeen years pre- 
vious to this time). 
Other relatives enjoyed the sum of 6,500 

Making the annual amoimt of 17,000 

as the reward of VILLAINY ! 

Sixth.— THE MARQUIS OF LONDONDERRY/ 
who received the annual sum of Eight TJwmadi 
Five Hundred Pounds, for his nohle and proJilM 
services ! 

The exact amount spent in the missions of this gea^ 
tleman never can be accurately ascertained — ^rr must 
HAVE BEEN IMMENSE ! but his lordship was brother-in- 
law to the Marquis of Hertford^ and the manlt Loid 
Stewart^ who insulted the Queen of England when 
on her travels. To this '^ sprig of nobility,'* we are 
also indebted for the favour of engaging the ^*N(m «w 
ricordi'* witness^ Majocci, at Vienna, and who like- 
wise paid, from the public purse, this disgraceful and 
imgrateful scoimdrel for the evidence extorted from 
him. For a correct report of this dreurnstaxMy ^^ 
refer our readers to the trial of the queen. 

Seventh.— EARL BATHURST, 

who received, as Secretary for the Colonies . . iB6,000 

Commissioner for India 1,500 

Sinecure Teller 2,156 

Joint Clerk of the Crown 1,600 
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Amount brought forward. . £11^850 

Clerk of Dispensations 473 

His son^ Lord Apsley, Joint Clerk of the 

Crown 1,600 

Second Son, a Deputy Teller and First 

Clerk to the Treasury 3,000 

Ditto, India Conunissioner 1,500 

Thus the coimtry paid for its numerous obli- 
gation to this nobleman annuallff 18,423 

Sc»ne of the bishops are, also, closely allied to this 

famlj. 

Eighth.— The Right Hon. N. VANSITTART, 
of paper notoriety, who received as Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the small annual income of Seven Thou- 
sand, Five Hundred Pounds. 

Ninth.— LORD MELVILLE, 
who received, as First Lord of the Admi- 
ralty ^6,000 

Keeper of the Privy Seal 3,107 

Keeper of the Signet 2,069 

Registrar of Seisins ^ 2,629 

Total 12,805 

Tenth.— DUKE OF WELLINGTON j j ; 
ennobled for his extraordinary humanity in cutting 
up his fellow-creatures, alias lawful butche&y ! His 
Grocers pensions amount, per annum, to Twehe 
Thousand Pounds, 
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Seven Hundred Thousands were also granted in 
money to purchase estates. 

He is^ moreover^ Field Marshud, Master General oj 
the Ordnance^ Colonel of Horse and Foot, Colonel in 
Chief of the Engineers, Colonel in Chief of the Ar- 
tillery, besides many other sources of emolument /— 
amomiting altogether to the wicked annual amount 
of Thirty Thousand Pounds 1 

The heart really sickens at the idea of bestowing 
all this money^ from the hard earnings of the tax- 
payers of England^ upon a man (9) who sanctioned 
the MURDER of the brave^ the gloriously brave, 
Marshal Ney! and who signed the protocols for 
the disgraceful stipulations against the ut^ortunate 
Queen Caroline! Yes, Englishmen, these have 
been the benefits conferred by the '^ Hero of 
Waterloo !'' and the above immense sum given to 
him annually in proof of John Bull's gratitude / 

Eleventh.— The Right Hon. C. BATHURST, 
Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster^ and brother- 
in-law of the pious Sidmouth« We have already 
stated the little pickings of his noble &mily. 

Twelfth.— The Rt. Hon. WELLESLEY POLE, 
brother of the Duke of Wellington, who received, 
as Master of the Mint, and Remembrancer of the 
Court of Exchequer, in Ireland, the enormous 
annual sum of Twenty Thousand Pounds ! 
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Thirteenth.— The Rt. Hon. F. G. ROBINSON, 
Mrhose family income was more than <£4,000 annually. 

Fourteenth, 
and '' last, though not least, in our dear love," 

GEORGE CANNING, 
whose brilliant orations have frequently set St. 
Stephen's in a roar of " hear, hear !" When out 
of office, he thought the injuries of all suffering 
persons ought to be redressed. But when in 
PLACE, misfortune, infirmity, or some other inexplicable 
defect, supplied the pleader's place. It would be 
well if we could forget this gentleman's mission to 
Lisbon, where he held the sinecure situation of 
ambassador, which cost this country eighteen thou- 
sand pounds. Yet why should we complain of this 
foolish expenditure? How could Honesty or Eco- 
nomy expect to find votaries, when the king him- 
self set so opposite an example ? 

The imconstitutional arrangements for the queen's 
funeral will ever be considered an indelible stain on 
the characters of those who concocted them. The 
law enacts that the dead shall be carried the nearest 
way to the place of interment ; but the *' notorious 
government" laid all possible restrictions in this 
case, and, in short, offered every indignity to the 
departed. If the Enghsh people had been resolute, 
and the Lord Mayor had consented, the body might 
have been taken into the Mansion-House, and the 
corpse examined, previous to its being taken from 
London, as considerable suspicion was caused by the 
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tmugual privacy and secrecy required immediatel 
after her Majesty's demise. The Lord Mayor (Thorpe 
was the acknowledged friend of the queen^ and ougl 
not to have demurred to the generally-expresse 
opinion. 

Speedily after the queen's deaths Lord Sidmout 
retired from office^ and was succeeded by Mr. Robe 
Peel. Several other changes also took place in tl 
ministry. 

During this year^ the cffabU king made his poznj 
ous entrance into Hanover^ where he threw gold an 
silver amongst the crowds with as much confidence a« 
impudence as if it had been HIS OWN ! ! If he ha 
allowed some of this said ''gold and silver" to hav 
remained in the pockets of its real owners, it w(d 
ha/oe redounded much more to his credit I 

In one single week this year, eleven persons wei 
hung for forging Bank of England notel^. Such a sai 
guinary penal code of laws as our's would really dii 
grace a nation of salvages t Even our common la^ 
which ought to be intelligible to the meanest uruk 
standing, are an un&thomable abyss, and frequenti 
exceed the utmost penetration of even the ''gentlemc 
of the long robe." Indeed, our laws appear designed I 
perplex rather than to elucidate, to breed contentioi 
rather than to prevent them. The principle merivj 
the EngUsh jurisprudence seems to consist in its it 
cacy, and the .learned professors of it may almost 
said to Uve upon the vitals of their clients. It not 
quently happens that, for trivial omissions upon soil 
useless observance of forms, the victim is incarcenw 
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in a prison, and, after enduring all the horrors of these 
dens of thieves, expires in want, disease, and appar 
rent infamy. 

The year 

1822 

was one of great interest and importance, both abroad 
and at home ; but to the latter we shall diiefly con- 
fine ourselves. 

On the 18th of January, a cabinet council was 
held, at which Lord Sidmonth was present, notwith- 
standing his previous resignation of the SeaU of Office. 
Frcmi this, it is evident that, though out of office id 
reality, this nod/e lord was tft /i^oce jpecja^. 

Ireland, at this time, presented a sad appearance ; 
outrages of every kind were of daily occurrence, and 
G»Z. with it. ^.Tailiog fomt. L^A the lowest 
classes in the fistce. Much blood was shed, and yet 
no efficient means were taken to subdue the cause 
of these &tal insurrections. The King of England 
screened himself, under his assumed popularity, from 
blame on such serious charges, and his incompetent 
and hose adoisers, believing themselves safe under 
the protection of their puissant prince, gave them- 
selves no trouble about so imignificant a matter. 
Disgrace and infiuny, however, will ever be attached 
to their names for so flagrant a. dereliction of duty 
to the generous and open-hearted Irish people ! 

In April, Thomas Denman, Esq., the late queen's 
solicitor-general, was elected to serve in the capacity 
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of Common-Sergeant for the City of London ; and, 
on the 27th of May, commenced his career widi 
trying the unnamed servant of a bookseller for sell- 
ing an irreligious and seditious book. Mr. DenmaD, 
very humanely, sentenced him to. eightebn months 
IMPRISONMENT in the house of correction ; and, at the 
end of that time, to find sureties for five years, him- 
self in ONE HUNDRED POUNDS, and two others in fort) 
POUNDS each ! 

In narrating this circumstance, we cannot forbear 
expressing our detestation of all prosecutions in 
matters of religion. They neither redound to the 
honour of Christianity nor effect the slightest hen^ 
to morality. Every one has an undoubted right to 
entertain what religious opinions may accord vnth the 
dictates of that all^owetful monitor — Conscience; 
and any endeavours to force different opinions are 
only attempts to make men hypocrites. '' But,'' say 
our religious prosecutors, *' the Bible must not be 
attacked, or the true religion will fall into coa- 
tempt.*' As an answer to this argument, we say, that 
if the said true religion will not bear the test of 
EXAMINATION AND ARGUiiENT, the sooucr it faSis into 
contempt the bettfer! The glorious truths of the 
Bible, however, are sufficiently manifest, and do 
not require the puny and adventitious advocacy 
of CANT. The strong arm of the law is not re- 
quisite to uphold Christianity, for it possesses within 
its ozm pure doctrines sufiicient to recommend it to 
the admiration and gratitude of mankind. If these 
doctrines be attacked, let us endeavour, by fair ani 
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mild reasoning to support their beneficence and purity, 
and we shall be sure to make converts. But^ if we 
once attempt to force convictum, our defeat is inevi^ 
table ! The immortal Dr. Watts, with great truth, 
observes, when speaking of religiom prosecutors, they 
are too apt to ** denounce damnation upon their neigh* 
boiirs without either justice or mercy; and, while 
pronouncing sentences of divine wrath against sup- 
posed heretics, they add their own humcm Jira cmd in* 
dignationi" Such prosecutions, therefore, only tend 
to excite the contempt of those persons who are ex- 
pected to be made better by them. With respect to 
the other count of the foregoing indictment, "that 
the publication was calculated to bring the king and 
his ministers into contempt,'' we think such an at- 
tempt of the publisher was totally unnecessary ; for 
both king and ministers were then in the fuU zenith 
of their fame, and had the sincere prayers of the 
greater part of the community for theu' speedy deli- 
verance from — ;this world ! 

In the early part of this month, an elegant service 
of plate was presented to Alderman Wood, as an 
acknowledgement for his professed and disinterested 
services in the cause of the late queen ; while, strange 
to say, the large service of plate, subscribed for the 
queen by the country at only one shilling each, never 
reached its destination. The funds for this purpose 
were entrusted to the care of Messrs. Wood, Hume, 
And others; the amount collected was more than 
three thousand pounds during the first few months of 
the subscription, and regularly increased during the 

T 
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queen's life. The cause of the opemng of this sub- 
scription was owing to the fieu^t of her Majesty being 
refused all suitable conveniences for the dinner table, 
as she could only have a dinner served upon hlue-aad^ 
white earthenware ! To this £EtGt, the noblemen and 
gentlemen who dined at her Majesty's table can &lly 
attest 

In July, this year, the bishop of Clogher was de- 
tected in the ccmunission of aa wmatural crime, and 
though obliged to relinquish his See, much lenity and 
undue partiality was manifested to him. This iii&- 
mous offender was released from prison upon giving 
bail in the paltry sum of one thousand pounds, while 
his soldier accomplice escaped for a much less sum. 
The evidence upon the capital charge was indisputa- 
ble ; and had the offender been one of the commm 
herd of mankind, he would assuredly have suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law. In the afi&ir of a 
'' Bight Reverend Father in God,'' however, who 
weard the garb of sanctity, the case is very dijBferent 
His sentence must be postponed, and, upon certain 
nominal terms, he may be set at liberty, because any 
explanatian of the matter might prove infurioue to the 
hQly and good cause of the Eitablished reUgum of thit 
Country 1 

In August, his Majesty visited his lovk^ subjects of 
Scotland, and during his absence, the country was 
i;^^^a6/y surprised at the intelligence, of the suicide 
of Lord Londonderry, who cut his throat at his seat, 
Foot's Cray, on the 12th. 

Iq offering our remarks upon the public character 
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of this departed nobleman^ we are not actuated by a 
desire to wound the feelings of the living ; far other- 
wise. But^ as his lordship received an immense in- 
come for his services^ we think the public, who paid 
this money^ have a right to inquire how &r he merited 
his honours and emoluments. His lordship was bom 
June 18th^ 1769^ and entered into office in 1797 as 
Keeper of the Privy Seal of Ireland^ and, in the same 
year, one of the Lords of the Treasury of Ireland. 
He was made Secretary to the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland, and sworn one of the Privy Council in 1798. 
In 1802, his lordship received the appointment of the 
Board of Controul, through Mr. Pitt ; and in 1805 was 
raised to the high and important office of Minister 
of War ! On the death of Mr. Pitt, in 1806, lus lord- 
ship relinquished this post, but resumed it again in 
1807. Many persons would have cause to rejoice if 
his lordship's poUtical biography had terminated here. 
Such was tins minister's love of intrigue and the game 
of war, that he played his part so cleverly in the tra- 
gedy of death as to appear free from compunctions 
of conscience. Let us reflect upon his expedition to 
Walcheren ! Alas ! alas ! what does that sad catas- 
trophe perpetuate? Surely CasUereagh must have 
had moments when the obtrusive monitor within de- 
manded an audience to reprove him for this villanous 
act ! It was the scorn and ridicule of all Europe, and 
will prove an everlasting disgrace to its projector. It 
was the object of the ministry, at this period, to keep 
their transactions from the public as much as possible, 
and although opposition was sometimes made to their 

t2 
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unconstitutional proceedings, yet Might invariably 
conquered. The object of this memoir was deeply in- 
terested for the Duke of York, previous to the investi- 
gation into his royal highness' miUtary conduct, which 
took place in 1809, and a considerable sum of money 
was circulated as bribes, in order to prevent further 
inquiry. In the treaties in 1816, Lord Londonderry's 
diplomatic talents will furnish the most striking proo& 
of his love of encroachment to all future generations^ 
for in them the greater portion of the hopes, the rights^ 
and the happiness of the lesser states of Europe were 
wantonly and cruelly sacrificed. So also were the 
colonial and commercial interests, and the well-earned 
popularity, honour, and reputation of Great Britain 
herself. But he was the pupil of Pitt, and knew 
so much of domestic wrongs, that even presuming he 
meant well for the country, he could not have ex- 
posed his royal master's /a«i}% secrets. The Jubilee, 
kept after these eventftil and disgraceftd exposures of 
the said treaties, reminds us strongly of a piece of po- 
licy in the Emperor Napoleon. Upon his (Napoleon's) 
return from an unsuccessful expedition, the general 
conversation in Paris was naturally directed to the 
defeat. Napoleon immediately gave orders that the 
spire of a certain church should be elegantly gilt, and 
thereby directed the public attention to this new ob- 
ject, and diverted it from his loss. Was not the jubilee 
intended also as a ruse ? Lord Londonderry signal- 
ized himself as a confidential servant , against the 
Princess of Wales, but he could hardly have acted 
otherwise, if he wished to he retained in the service of 
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the prince y her mndictive and tyrannical husband. He 
well knew that the character of the Princess of Wales 
must be hnpugned^ for fear she might make such dis- 
closures as would defeat all the former schemes of 
state policy. This was^ indeed^ a miserable and mean 
subterfuge to protect the long-hidden crimes and fol^ 
lies of a prince whose name must ever be considered 
as a ** stench in the nose of Honesty" Well might Cas- 
tlereagh and his colleagues in office seek to blast the 
reputation^ and end the mortal existence^ of our late 
unfortunate queen^ who was but too intimately ac- 
quainted with the SECRETS of their master's virtuous 
court. But though these miserable plotters too fatally 
succeeded in one of their objects, they have not been 
able to destroy all evidences of their guilt ; for the 
aforesaid state secrets will, in the course of this 
work, be fiilly explained to the public. 

Castlereagh appears to have had but little of the 
'^ mdlk of human kindness" in his nature ; some of his 
actions, indeed, bear a greater resemblance to those 
of a fiend than of a man i in proof of which, we need 
only mention the part he took in the ** Manchester 
Butchery" and the '* Catohstreet Tragedy." His 
heartless conduct to the persecuted Caroline, how- 
ever, would alone be sufficient to brand his name 
with infamy ; but many other proofe of his callous 
feelings are upon record. During the time of his ad- 
ministration, in the year 1816, a very affecting appeal 
was made to the government, by a female in India, to 
spare her husband's life, who was then about to be 
executed for some offence against the ** East-India 
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monopolists,'^ As this appeal is so beautifully and 
pathetically written^ we hope our readers iwill pardon 
us for introducing it in this place : 

" PETITION. 

'^ To the High and Mighty Servant of the most power- 
ful Prince George, King of England, the kmlj 
Slave of Misery comes praying for Mercy to tk 
Father of her Children* 
'^MosT MiGHTT Sir, 
** May the blessings of thy God ever wait on thee; 
may the Sun of Glory shine round thy head ; and 
may the gates of Plenty, Honour, and Happiness, 
be always open unto thee and thine. May no sonow 
disturb thy days ; may no strife disturb thy nights; 
may the Pillow of Peace kiss thy cheeks, and the 
pleasures of imagination attend thy dreams ; and when 
length of years makes thee tired of earthly joys, and 
tile curtain of death gently closes round the last sleep 
of human existence, may the angels of God attend 
thy bed, and take care that the expiring lamp of ^ 
shall not receive one rude blast to hasten its ex- 
tinction. 

'' O hearken, then, to the voice of distress, to giant 
the Petition of thy servant ! O spare the Father of 
my Children ; save the partner of my bed, my Has- 
band, my all that k dear. Consider, O mighty Sir, 
that he did not become rich by iniquity , and that what 
he possessed was the inheritance of a loi^ line of 
flourishing ancestors, who, in those smiling days, when 
the thunder of Great Britain was not heard on the 
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fertile plains of Hindostan, reaped thdr harvests in 
quiet, and enjoyed their patrimony unmolested. Think, 
O think, ihat the God thou worshippest delights not 
in the blood of the innocent. Remember thy own 
commandment, " Thou shalt not kill," and, by the 
order of heaven, give me back my Almas AU Cawn, 
and tc^e all our wedlth; strip us of all our precious 
stones, of all our gold and silver, but take not the 
life of my Husband. Innocence is seated on his 
brow, and the milk of human kindness flows round 
his heart. 

^' Let us wander through the deserts ; let us be- 
come tilkrs and labourers in those delightful spots of 
which he was once lord and master ! But spare, O 
mighty Sir, spare his life ! Let not the instrument 
of death be lifted up against him; for Ae has not 
committed any crime. Accept our treasures with gra- 
titude; thou hast themby/c>r(j^.'.' We will remem- 
ber thee in our prayers, asxd forget that we were ever 
rich and powerful. My children, the children of Al- 
mas Ali, send up their Petition for the life of him who 
gave them birth. They beseech from thee, the author 
of their existence ; from that humanity which we have 
been told glows in the breast of Eurojiean loveliness. 
By the tender mercies of enlightened souls of Ei^lish- 
men, by the honour, the virtue, the bounty, and 
maternal feelings of the great Queen, whpse offspring 
is so dear to her, the Wife qf thy Prisoner beseeches 
thee to save the life of her Husband, and restore him 
to her arms* 
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"Thy God will reward thee, — thy country must 
thank thee, — and she now petitioning thee vnJl for 
ever pray for thee, if thou grantest the prayer of 

" Thy humhle vassal, 

"Almassa Am Cawn." 

We envy not the feelings of those who could re- 
fuse the prayer of this affecting appesl. But, for the 
honour of British humanity, let us not suppose it 
reached England before the object of its solicitude 
was beyond the pale of mortal mfferance. 

In looking back to the time when Lord London- 
derry ^gtir^cf away at the coronation of his worthy 
master, in his peacock attire, we are forcibly re- 
minded of the vanity and nothingness of pomp and 
PARADE. In little more than twelve months after 
that period, the puissant, gay, and elegant Lord 
Londonderry died the most cowardly of deaths^ be- 
cause inflicted by his own hand I To what cause 
can this effect be attributed 9 He was neither the 
victim of OPPRESSION, nor insulted and calumniated 
by the monarch, — ^he was not deprived of earthly 
GREATNESS, neither was his name expunged from the 
prayers for the ''High Court of Parliambnt!" 
But CONSCIENCE, that never-faiUng reproiver of 
EVIL deeds, tortured his lordship's very sensitive feel- 
ings so severely, that, at length, wearied with its 
threatenings of EXPOSURE, he slunk into the 
presence of his offended Maker in the 4:owardUf 
manner already narrated. If all the enemies of our 
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country would be as considerate and obliging as 
Londonderry was in this instance^ they would then, 
indeed^ do ^'the state some service !" 

Mr. Canning succeeded Lord Londonderry as 
*' Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs." At that 
time. Canning was in no very great favour with so- 
ciety in general. His vtmllating conduct in the case 
of the queen, after having so warmly espoused her 
CAUSE, considerably deteriorated his services in the 
estimation of all honest men, as they could not place 
implicit reliance on his professed principles ; even the 
Tory party refiised their confidence, and, what be- 
tween one and the other, he felt himself rather un- 
easy in his seat. 

In this long parliamentary vacation, our readers 
* may very naturally inquire. What was the king 
doing ? We answer, diverting himself in every pos^ 
sible way, instead of examining the inroads maldng 
in the constitution of the kingdom. His gracious 
Majesty devoted not his valuable time to such insig-- 
nificant matters as laws fgr the amelioration of his 
subjects* burdens. The king's attention was too much 
engrossed with inventions in new fashions, and with 
schemes for sperudkig the people* s money in palaces, 
splendid and costly furniture, new services of plate, 
and similar baubles, to think about such secondnrate 
affairs. His ministers, also, appeared caUous to the 
people's sufferings, and only attentive to supply the 
abominable extravagance and vitiated appetites of 
their royal master. This paragon of kings was, in 
Irish phraseology, said to be the *' first jontleman of 
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the doff;'' but to what^ we ask^ was he indebted fw 
this iuperlaiive title f Was it to his extravagance 
and goigeous array in his palaces 9 — ^to the number 
of his mistresses f — ^to the extent of his debts? — or to 
the POLITE and very land attentions he paid his w^e 
and daughter? Alasl alas! for frail humanity! 
George the Fourth^ good reader^ in ^ite of the 
fewmng, flattering courtiers that surroxinded his 
throne^ was but a man, and such an one as tve do 
not wish '' to look upon again f" 

In this year^ Sir R. Conant, a pohce magistrate, 
died. We have previously stated the benefits this 
gentleman conferred on his country^ to entitle him to 
his knighthood. We are sorry this person fell into 
the snares of state trickery^ as he might otherwise 
have proved himself an useful and real friend to the 
<q>pres8ed in the d^)artment he occupied. 

In the Octob» of this year^ Mr. Henry Nugent fieli 
of whom we have befcxre had occasion to speaks died 
at his house^ Whitehall Place^ in the 30th year of his 
age. This individual merits a little commisseration, 
notwithstanding the disgraceful part h,e took in the 
Manchester murders^ and other similar missions of 
Lord Sidmouth ; because^ though the tool of despotic 
ministers, he made some amends to the public hybetrof 
ing his base employers. The newspiqpers, generally) 
reported his death to have proceeded from a naturoi 
cause; but this was not the case. We can positively 
state that he died unfairly ; but whether from his 
own hand, or from the design of an enemy, we are not 
able to determine. This gentleman afforded another 
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instance of the power of Conscience ; for he appears 

never to have forgiven himself for his dereliction from 

the path of virtue^ and only uiged^ in extenuation of 

his conduct J the cruel necessity he was under to oblige 

his patron. Once enlisted under the banners of Sid* 

mouthy the unfortunate man soon found out the 

necessity of not being over scrupulous in his actions. 

One crime succeeded another; and thus a man of 

education and talent was made the victim of unjust 

and diaboUcal proceedings. 

A continuation of royal diversions and exhibitions 
was continued throughout this year^ and the ''first 
gentleman in the world" was too often made to ap- 
pear the '' first fool upon the stage of life." This 
sovereign's means had beei;L bestowed so bounteoudy, 
that he bad become arrc^ant^ and considered the 
PEOPLE merely in the light of slaves^ created only to 
admioister to his passions and caprices. He could 
hardly be said to know the nation^ except by the re- 
presentation of his well-known hirelings I Neither did 
he care to know the subjects from whom his strength 
was derived^ because they assumed more inpependbncs 
than suited his princely ideas of decorum. Indeed^ he 
not unfrequently found the popular voice rather for- 
midable against the attainment of some of his wishes. 

At the commencement of the year 

1823, 

the agriculturists were suffering in no common degree. 
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Meetings were convened^ and the people generally 
expressed their dissatisfaction at the measures voted 
hy Parliament. Yet^ at the same time^ the ministerial 
engines and oracles pronoimced ''that the country 
was in a progressive stage of prosperity ;" while, 
at the same moment^ the commimity was nearly ready 
for a general revolt. Trade and commerce were in a 
state of complete stagnation ; but our foreign policy, 
produced by state 9ecrets^ prevented any change at 
this ruinous crisis. * 

We now enter upon a subject of much interest and 
importance to every Enghshman. Some friends of 
the late ill-fated queen addressed Mr. Canning upon 
the subject of certain letters and papers^ preserved 
from the period of her Majesty leaving this coimtiy is 
1814. Mr. Canning never ventured or condescended 
a reply. At the expiration of two months^ another 
respectM inquiry was submitted^ but it also shared 
the fate of its predecessor. A third expostulatoiy 
epistle was forwarded^ and a certain individual re- 
ceived an anonymous reply, saying, " Things were 
changed ; times were altered ; and it was impossible 
that Mr. Canning could serve the King, his Sovereign, 
and the cause of the personage so much disliked by 
his prince!" This circumstance affords indubitable 
proof, that a man in office never can prove himse^ 
free from the trammels of party, or unwarped by ele- 
vation to office. Humanity and generosity were, 
however, forgotten in this case, for interested motives. 
It is of little importance, that a man expresses his 
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• •. 

Opinions in an eloquent and elegant style, when those 
opinions are directly opposed to conviction. upon the 
subject in question. / « 

The public papers at this time were lavish in praise 
of the virtues of Mr. Vansittart, though his talents 
were acknowledged to be of an inferior grade^ Early 
in this year, however, he was released from the fatigttes 
of the financial department, and raised to the chan- 
cellorship of the duchy of Lancaster, at the same 
time sinking his humble name for the more agreeable 
title of Lord Bexley. Mr. Robinson succeeded him 
in the Exchequer, and Mr. Huskisson was appointed 
President of the Board of Trade. The latter changes 
gave the public much pleasure, as those individuals 
were supposed to possess a manly sense of propriety^ 
as well as Uberal opinions, from which the country 
hoped to reap much benefit in JinAndal and commer^ 
dal administration. 

Very soon after these political arrangements were 
completed, the Royal Family were much annoyed by 
various applications on behalf of the protege of her 
late Majesty, William Austin, as the trifling income 
he received was not sufficient to support him in com- 
fort and respectability. Although he had been left 
her Majesty's residuary legatee, his claims were totally 
disregarded. 

In the August of this year, rewards of an enormous 
amount were offered to suppress the publication of 
certain correspondence which had formerly passed 
between the Prince and Princess of Wales. The 
rewards, however, were reftised with disdain, and the 
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minister, L(Mrd Liv^ool, was infonned " that such 
correspondence would certainly be made public." His 
lordship repHed personally, saying, « The pubUc pea<« 
ought to be a very prominent reason against sucli 
publicity." The matter being of importance^ strict 
inquiry was made upon the subject of the deceased 
queen's papers. Two witnesses d^osed^ ihat " pre- 
vious to her Majesty's deaths and during her short 
iUness^ she commanded that a large volume of MSS. 
should immediately be burnt, as it was the ei\tire his- 
tory of her life from the age of fifteen to the period of 
her arrival in England, in 1820 ; and such volume was 
actually destroyed, as her Majesty had commanded" 
This appeared to quiet the adversary, and all was 
supposed to be safe. Very soon afterwards, however, 
a correipondmce was submitted to Lord Erskine, and 
by him transmitted to Lord Liverpool. It was pre- 
cisely as follows : 

Copy of a letter written to the Princess CaroUne oj 
Brunswick, by George Prince of Wales. 

" 1794. 
" Madam, 

'* The king my &ther, whom I highly respect and 
esteem, has just announced to me that your hand is 
destined for me. I am obliged, by the imperious force 
of circumstances to own, that this intelligence has 
thrown me into despair, and my candour does not 
allow me to conceal my sentiments from you. I hope 
that when you are acquainted with them, you wH 
aid me in breaking the ties which would unite w 
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only to render us unhappy ; and which will be in your 
power to oppose^ since / am unable to do so. You^ 
Madam^ are adored by your parents; I am aware 
that they have allowed you the liberty of revising all 
the princes who have been proposed to you in mar- 
riage ; refuse me also^ I tonjure you in the name of 
pity, to which I know you are no stranger. You do 
not know me. Madam; you therefore can have no 
cause to lament my loss. Learn, then, the secret and 
unhappy ^^tiiB^(m of the prince whom they wish you 
to espouse. I cannot love you ; I cannot make you 
happy ; my heart has long ceased to be free. She 
who possesses it is the.only woman to whom I could 
unite myself agreeably to my inclinations. You would 
find in me a husband who places all his affections 
upon another. If this secret, which I name to you in 
confidmce, does not cause you to reject me; if am- 
bition, or any other motive of which I qm ignorant, 
cause you to condescend to the arrangements of my 
family, learn that, as soon as you shall have given 
an heir to the throne, I wUl abandon you, never to 
meet you more in public. I will then attach m3rself 
to that lady whom I love, and whom I will not leave. 
Such is. Madam, my last and irrevocable resolution ; 
if you are the victim of it, you will be a mlling victim, 
and you cannot accuse me of having deceived you. 

^' I am. Madam, 

'* With great truth, 

"Your's sincerely, 

'' George P." 
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Copy of the Reply to George, Prince of Waki, 
from Caroline, Princess of Brunswick. 
'' My Lord and Cousin^ 

" I cannot express to your royal highness the feel- 
ings of surprise which your letter has afforded me, 
neither can I rely entirely upon what it contains ; be- 
cause the accompanying letter of the good king^ your 
father, is so very opposite to its meaning. I thought 
that the ties of relationship which exist between us 
would have obliged your royal highness to treat with 
delicacy and honor, the princess whom yoiu: king des- 
tines for you. For my own part, my lord, I know my 
duty, and I have not the power or the wish to break 
the laws which are wished to be imposed upon me. 
I, therefore, have decided upon obeying the wishes 
of those who have the right to dispose of my peison. 
1 submit, at the same time, to the consequences with 
which your highness threatens me. But, if you could 
read that heart to which you impart such anguish^ 
you would perhaps have feelings of remorse front 
this barbarous treatmenti in which your royal higi- 
ness appears to boast. I am now resolved to awsdt 
from time and our union the just regard I will en- 
deavour to merit ; and I trust that your regret &r 
what you have written will, in some measure, avenge 
the wrongs you have so wantonly committed. Be- 
lieve me, my lord, that I shall not cease to offer wj 
prayers for the happiness of your royal highness; 
mine will be perfect if I can contribute to your's. 
" I am, for life, yoxu: most devoted Cousin, 

" Caroline Amelia of Brunswick." 
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After reading these very curious epistles, the reader 
may presume that the princess was indiscreet in her 
acceptance of the hand of a prince Who so boldly 
professed himself averse to the union ; but the fol- 
lowing letter of George the Third to his sister, which 
accompanied the one of the prince, will afford some 
palliation of her conduct : 

" My Dear Sister, 
*' I have endeavoured to excite and promote in the 
mind of my son George, a desire to espouse my dear 
niece Caroline, This, I am aware, he will only con- 
sent to as a prudent step, by which his debts may be 
paid. I will trust to your influence with Caroline 
that she may not be offended with any thing he 
pleases to say. He may please to plead that he is 
aheady married! and I fear he will resort to any 
measures rather than an honorable marriage. But 
as, in my former letters, I have explained my wishes 
upon this subject, I therefore need not now repeat 
them. Tell my dear niece she must never expect to 
find a mother or friend in the queen ; but / zdll be 
her friend to my latest breath. Give me your sup- 
port, my sister, and prevail upon my mece CaroUne 
at all hazards.^ 

'* Your*s affectionately, 

'* George R.'* 

Here may be traced one of the causes of Caroline's 
compliance with the mandate, or imperative request, 
of the king, her uncle. There were, however, se- 

u 
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veral oilier powerfiil reasons^ which she has herself 
so ftdly explained in a letter to her imfortmu^ 
daughter^ the Princess Charlotte^ that we shall lay 
this document before our readers. It is thus headed: 

*' Copy of. a Utter to my dear Charlotte, I^rincess oj 

Wales. 

" 1814, June 1th. 
^^ My dearest Child, 
^'I deposit to your keeping a small parcel of 
letters for my much-esteemed fiiend. Lady ****♦«. 
I well know her generous disposition will cause her 
to endure a vast load of sorrow on my account 
And, from these documents, the nation may one day 
be bold. I must tell you, my dearest child, that in 
cdnformity to my father and mother's opinion,'! 
became the wife (so called) of your father. Well do 
I remember the time, when my dear farther, the Duke 
of Brunswick, entered my library, (holding in his 
hand a letter) saying, /Caroline, my love, I desire 
you will give your attention to the request of your 
most excellent uncle, the King of England, and, 
without any demur, engage to many your cousin 
George. He is undoubtedly the most elegant man 
and the most accomplished gentleman in Europe. 
Very unfortunately, this prince has. been captivated 
by the many beautifiil ladies surrounding the Court ; 
but although he may have committed himself in 
formal engagements, yet the prince is the most 
ready, desirous, and expectant supplicant for your 
hand !' 1 started, and exclaimed, ' What, my dear 
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sire V The sequel^ however^ is sufficient I came to 
England. I was received heroically by the people, 
flatteringly by the persons deputed to attend me, and 
sarcastically by the queen, my aunt ; but most plea- 
santly by the king, my uncle, and the prince, my 
destined husband. After my marriage .with the 
prince, your fether, I soon had occasion to regret 
my change of situation. However, I strove to con- 
ceal my disappointment and chagrin, and appeared 
as lively as if I had no cause for regret. Speedily 
after my marriage, I was informed that the prince 
was not my legal husband ; that, some time previous 
to our marriage, he had been united to Mrs. Fitz- 
herbert, and therefore our engagement was null and 
void! I opened the sorrows of my heart to the 
good king. 'Ah! ah!' said his Majesty, 'I will 
befriend you, but my family will prove my ruin. 
They care not for any thing besides their own ea^e, 
and they, sooner or later, will lose the crown by such 
improper conduct. The disposition of my son 
George is unrelenting; but I will tell you, my dear 
niece, that you may subdue his public injurious 
mention of your character, if you make use of proper 
means. My son is so lascivious, that if you would 
attempt to hide his defects, they would speedily be- 
come more apparent.' In the course of conversa- 
tion, his Majesty informed me of the untimely end 
of his BROTHER Edward, and also of the marriage 
and ISSUE of that brother, who, he stated, had 
been educated for the Church; and also, that he 
had frequently seen him diuing his residence at 

u 2 
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Eton with no small degree of affection and r^l 
and had even appointed interviews with the M 
vidual he was placed with^ to adopt plans for k 
welfare. I confess^ my dear Charlotte^ I was quit 
unprepared for this exposition^ and I answered, y^ 
much warmth, ^Does your Majesty mean to sa; 
that his royal highness left issiie which has neve 
been acknowledged?* *I do, indeed;' replied th 
king, ' and though the affair has been hitherto kep 
ftom the public, yet I fancy it will, one day fl 
another, be made known.' My dear Charlotte wil 
conceive how much I felt upon these singular ex- 
planations. I long to tell you more upon thesfl^ 
ject ; but, as our confidential messenger is waiting 
I must conclude by subscribing myself 
" Your very affectionate mother, 

"Caroline." 



The detail of the accompan3dng papers, we m 
leave for the present ; but they are in our possessi 
and shall be used as discretion and circumstan 
may require. 

Notwithstanding the bold and unvarnished Ian 
used in memorials and private addresses to the 
at this time, the interest and happiness of the 
population of the empire were treated as subjects 
no consequence. The besotted " Prince of Dan^ 
was rioting in luxury and adulterous embraces; 
neither felt nor cared for public distress. He was t 
great, in his own estimation, to condescend to 
low estate ; he was too mighty to listen to the 
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iy{ the destitute ; and too noble to heed the incessant 
petitions of the rabble ! But the " accomplished getir 
tleman** was not above receiving half of the pea^ant^s 
loaf; and^ like the locust^ made the increase of the 
land his prey. It was acknowledged in the House of 
Commons that this gentleman's coronation expenses 
amounted to *' two hundred and thirty-eight thomand 
pounds f'* and that even the dress of the monarchy 
for whom this mighty shew was made^ cost *' twenty^ 
four thousand pounds !! I*' But this abominable ex- 
penditure was for the honour of George the Fourth, 
of '* infamous character/' and whose excesses and de^ 
baucheries were innumerable and unpardonable. He 
daily fed on luxuries produced from the oppressed 
people, who, to pamper an unnatural monster, were 
condemned to poverty, misery, and slavery. This was 
-the man-^monster that permitted the most valuable 
jewel to be extracted from the crown of England, to 
bestow upon his mistress of Conyngham's lusty per- 
son. A beautiful jewel, that formerly belonged to his 
-deceased daughter Charlotte, was also given to this 
same kind lady^ The jewel belonging to the crown 
j was restored, but the other is still retained! Some 
celebrated jewellers could bear testimony, that the 
; choicest trinkets in their possession were culled by 
.this Prince of Abominations, for presents to his mis- 
f tresses and confidants. Such, however, was the cha- 
,^racter of the English nation, that they submitted to 
l^.the absolute command of a tinselled despot, and were 
dupes to custom. 
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The year 

1824 

commenced with the unfortunate ratification of tie 
^movements'' in Italy and Spain^ which tended to 
consolidate arbitrary power throughout Europe, so 
that the continent might be considered as one fe- 
deral despotism^ each state possessing its peculiar 
coercive government^ under the control of the ''Hoh 
Alliance." 

The public^ this year^ lost an uncompromising 
friend^ in Thomas^ Lord Erskine^ who died on the 
17th of January^ in the 74th year of his age. His 
lordship was not a favourite with the king ; his sen- 
timents were of too liberal a cast for George the 
Fourth's ideas of subjection and tyranny. 

On the trial of the queen^ this gentleman said is 
the House of Lords^ " All the powers of Europe aie 
in array against one deserted^ betrayed, and wip' 
tected WOMAN ! I am an old man^ (continued )s& 
lordship) -and have had more experience than most 
of your lordships in proceedings of this kind; I could 
not have interest or object in attempting to deceive oi^ 
mislead you ; and therefore I shall ev^ defend my- 
self against any imputation which may be directed 
against the purity of my motives^ in doing what I 
thank my God I have done, and which^ under similaf 
circumstances, if unhappily they occurred, I difd 
repeat.'' Such were the expressed sentiments » 
Lord Erskine ; and it is fair to infer that, if thea(^ 
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vocates of the left-handed marriage of the queen 
had been equally sincere in their exertions^ Caroline 
might have outlived her cruel husband and his servile 
adherents. 

In this year also we have to record the deaths at 
Missolonghi/ after a short illness of ten days^ that 
incomparable genius. Lord Byron. His lordship was 
the friend of humanity^ and of the most exalted sen- 
timents and opinions. The Greeks, in order to shew 
their high estimation of his lordship's character, did 
not permit the celebration of their usual festivities at 
Easter. The mortal remains of this nobleman were 
brought to England, to be interred in the tomb of his 
ancestors, in the parish chiurch of Hucknall, in the 
county of Nottingham. The ftmeral procession was 
joined at Nottingham by a most respectable body of 
the inhabitants, and the body was followed by the 
, attendant multitude, on foot and horseback, to the 
place appointed to receive it. His lordship was a 
^ determined enemy of oppression and corruption in 
Mgh places. His aspiring mind could not bear the 
controul of tyranny ; he was not therefore likely to 
• be a favourite with royalty. But his lordship pos- 
^ sessed many virtues, though but Uttle estimated, while 
\ii!& frailties were sure to be enlarged by the tongue of 
, Slander, upon every trivial occasion. 

The business of the country this year, as usual, was 

I managed only for the benefit of the pirates* Had the 

king been blessed with the councils of a wise minister, 

he would very quickly have perceived that he must 

*' do a little good to prevent a great mischief T but. 
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instead of this^ the subterfuge of craft and evasioii 
was supplied, and the people of England were again 
the prey of fools and hypocrites. 

We now enter upon the year 

1826, 

the eleventh of peace, though not of plenty. Its 
true that public opinion now began to gain consider- 
able ground ; still every possible advantage was tab 
to undermine the liberty of the press, and heavy fines 
were imposed upon various persons for publishii); 
£Eu;ts which might be considered disreputable to the 
lordlings in power. 

In the April of this year, Mr. Brougham visitd 
Scotland, for the purpose of being invested with tie 
title of '* Lord Rector of the University of Glasgow' 
The company met in the assembly rooms. After tlie 
cloth was drawn, Mr. Cockbum (the chairman) rose 
to propose the health of Mr. Brougham ; and^ in iiis 
eloquent speech, made some allusion to the trid of 
the late queen. For this compliment, Mr. Brougham 
returned thanks in the following clear and energetic 
style: 

** If he could bring himself, on such a day as ^ 
to those habits of contentious discussion to which be 
was sometimes accustomed, he should have to analyse 
his friend's splendid speech, and object to the whole 
of his eulogy. But there was one part of that speecit 
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^which had caused him considerable pain : his Mend 
had talked of ^'the trial'' of the late queen. Never 
had he^ (Mr. Brougham) either in public or private^ 
before heard so great a profimation of the attributes 
of those judicial proceedings^ which by profession and 
habit he had been taught to revere^ than to use the 
nama of '' trial" when speaking of such an event. It 
livas no trials he said^ and so did the world. The subject 
was gone by, and not introduced by him ; but still the 
phrase, when dropped, must be corrected ; for '^ trial" 
it was none. Was that a trial where the accused had 
to plead before those who were interested in her 
destruction, — ^where those who sat on the bench of 
justice, aye, and pretended to be her judges, had pre- 
ordained her fate ? '' Trial ! " continued Mr. Brougham, 
'* I repeat there was, there could be, none, where every 
channel of defamation was aUowed to empty itself 
upon the accused, borne down by the strong arm of 
power, overwhelmed by the alliance of the powers 
and the princedoms of the state, and defended only 
by that innocence and that law which those powers 
and those princedoms, united with the powers of 
darkness, had combined to destroy. Trial it was none, 
where every form of justice was obliged to be broken 
through on the very surface before the accusers could 
get at the imputed grounds of their accusations. This, 
forsooth, a trial ! — call it not so, for the sake of truth 
and law. While that event deformed the page of their 
history, let them be silent about eastern submissive- 
ness ; let them talk not of Agas, the Pachas, and the 
Beys; all judges, too, — ^at least so they call themselves; 
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while they were doomed to remmnber they had M 
in their own tunes ministers of their own crown> who, 
mider th6 absolute authority of their own master, 
consented to violi^ their own pledge^ to compromise 
and stifle their own avowed feelings^ and to act as 
slaves^ crouching before the foot-stool of power, to 
administer to its caprice. Let them call that a trial 
which was so conducted, and then he would say the 
queen had been tried at the time when he stood for 
fifty-six days witnessing the sacrilegious proceediiig. 
Did he now, for the first time, utter this description 
of its character ? No, no; day after day did he repeat 
it in the presence of all the parties, and dared them 
to deny the imputation ; he dared them then, but not 
now, lest he should be forced to see the same faces in 
the same place again, professing to exercise the same 
functions. If it were in his power to repeat in their 
hearing now what he had said in their presence before, 
they might, indeed, call that a trial in his case which 
they had called it in the other ; but to whom it looked 
not like a chamber of justice, but rather the ^oomi- 
hess of the den; not indeed of judgement, for he could 
not liken it to such, but rather to others — (here Mr. 
Brougham paused) — But no, he could not sustain the 
allusion, lest, perchance, for the very saying of.it, (for 
he could not be prevented from thinking of it so) he 
should again have to submit to the test of power, an 
alternative which his veneration for the constitution 
of his country and its honors forbade him to pi«> 
pitate. 
>^ How many long years," said Mr. Brougham> 
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^ had they not seen^ when to be an Englishman 
on the continent was a painfiil> if not degrading, 
condition ? He meant, during that dark and murky 
night of power, when the machinations of the 
family of the tyrants of Europe were at work, and 
when they could reckon upon the minister of Eng- 
land as silently suffering, nay, permitting their deadly 
march against the hberties of mankind. England 
then had her feir name degraded by being con. 
sidered as the abettor of every tyrant's plan for the 
subjugation of his subjects. Then was the time 
whirno despot could 'pen hi, gbring eye, f>.^ 
with vengeance for his prey; without catching the 
glistening eye of the supplicant British minister* 
Then was the time when no tyrant could hold out 
his hand, after shaking in it the chains he had forged 
to bind and excoriate his people, without its meet- 
ing the cordial grasp of friendship of the British 
minister. Then was the time when the oppressor 
stalked abroad with the countenance of the rulers 
of that land, which was called the champion and 
the protectress of the free. Then did horrid ty- 
ranny, more grim in its blasted actions than even 
in the vices of its original debasement, disfigure the 
&ir face of Eiurope, while linked and leagued (O, 
shame upon the pen of history!) with the freest 
government upon earth, to which, nevertheless, the 
tyrant never turned his glance, or stretched his hand 
in vain, during such disastrous times. That black 
and disgracefrd night of intellect and freedom had 
now gone down, the sky was clear, and the view 
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was changed mto a brighter prospect Now/' con- 
tinued Mr. Brougham^ '^we can speak out, and 
look abroad with clear vision* What man is there 
now^ I ask^ in half*represented England^ in unre- 
presented Scotland^ — aye, where and which of yon, 
in either country, or even in tortured, insulted, and 
persecuted Ireland, — ^where, I say, can the man be 
found, who dared to look forth in the broad &ce 
t)f day, who dared to raise his voice before his 
fellow-men, and say, 'I befriend the Holy Alliance f 
Not only, I repeat, is there no such man, I wiB 
not Isay so wicked, but so childish, — I will not 
say so stricken with hostility to free principles, or 
so bent upon the destruction of his own individual 
character, in the whole walk of society, — as to avov 
such sentiments. O, no ; not out of bedlam could 
we find him ! hardly there, save in the precipitation 
of a maniac's rage, could we behold a being in the 
shape of a man to stand up and say, ^ I am the 
friend of the Holy Alliance/ If there be the man 
where freedom shines, who could look with com- 
plaisance on the accompfished despot who fills the 
Calmuc throne? — ^who can behold, with meekness, 
that specious and ungratefrQ imbecility which pro- 
mised first, and then refrised, free institutions to 
the Germans, who had bled and died in thousands 
to restore his throne ? If there, be any man who 
can approve tlie scourge of fair Italy, and the 
tyrant of Austria ; if there be, I repeat, any such 
man, so reckless of himself as not to admire or 
approve, (for that is out . of the maddest rage of 
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speculation) but even to tolerate the mere mention 
of the name of that cruel tyrant of his people at 
home^ — ^the baffled despot^ thank God! of South 
America; but whose sway it pleased providence 
still to permit at home, and to suspend for a short 
season the doom of that nameless despot. If there 
be a man, I say, so monstrous and unnatural as to 
approve of these royal minions, then it was a con- 
solation to know that he had the grace to confine 
his thoughts to the regions best adapted for their 
culture, to lock them up in the innermost recesses 
of the offices of state, or to confine his silent mi- 
grations to the merest purheus of the court, or 
perchance to lurk * behind th^ arrass,' to live there 
among the vermin which were its natural tenants; 
and there to gloat upon the merits of Alexander, 
Frederick, Francis, or Ferdinand, — ^have I named 
him? — among the spiders, the vipers, the toads, and 
those who hated the toads, the lizards. To such an 
association and contact were these lovers of despots 
confined; not a word of approbation from any 
member of the government coiJd be extorted for 
them. He had often seen much ability and inge- 
nuity devised and exercised to endeavour to get out 
even a smooth word in favour of the Holy Alliance 
in parhament ; but no, the attempt was fruitless — ^all 
cheered the sentiments which were breathed against 
these tyrants. So that whoever loved them, ' behind, 
the arrass,' had at least, if not the better principle, 
the better taste ; was, if not better in demeanoxu*, 
at least more ashamed in practice to avow himself 
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as their champion, and rather to prefer to 
himself from that smi of day, which would sdmost 
feel disgraced by being compelled to shine upon Iiiin 
in common with the better part of mankind/' 

The assertions and well-merited cas^lgations con- 
tained in this most eloquent address are not very 
creditable to the character of the voluptuous kis^ 
and his servile crew of ministers. Mr. Brougham 
here uttered some startling truths, and accompanied 
their recital with that keenness of remark for whici 
he is so famous We need hardly say how heartily 
we agree with him in the detestation he expressed 
against the queen's persecutors. 

On the 6th of March, this year. Science mourned 
the death of her fevourite son, in the Reverend 
Doctor Samuel Parr, a celebrated philologist, erudite 
classical scholar, and a profoxmd mathematician, in 
the 79th year of his age. The weekly, monthly, and 
annual registers, did not forget to name the trans- 
cendent merits of the deceased, in liter c^ purstdU; 
but they either forgot, or declined to mention the in- 
terest this worthy gentleman had taken in the cause 
of the Princess of Wales ; and, also, after she be- 
came Queen of England. If we should ever he 
called upon to account for this publication of indis- 
putable facts, we will give proof that the memorials 
and testimonies of Doctor Parr were not chimerics) 
opinions, as some have imagined, but the real senti- 
ments of his honest and manli/ heart ! 

The close of this eventful year was a period of ^ 
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precedented calamity. The panic which prevailed in 
the city seemed to have overtaken the most wealthy 
of its inhabitants, and poverty appeared in all its ter- 
rors. The political horizon was also of a most gloomy 
character. The ''House of Incurables/' however, 
still boasted of the freedom and prosperittf of the nor 
tion, and shut their eyes against all the proofs of a 
contrary nature. There was a time, when some 
atonement for unjust acts would have been de- 
manded from the sovereign by the people; for we 
read in ''Rapin,"that Edward the Second, when con- 
quered and made prisoner by his wife, was tried by 
the parliament, which decreed, '' that (though kings 
are supposed incapable of doing wrong) he had done 
all possible wrong, and thereby must forfeit his right 
to the crown." Again, for the sake of illustration, 
we may mention, that the parliament tried and con- 
victed Richard the Second; thirty-one articles were 
alleged against him, in the form of an impeachment, 
two of which were very remarkable, though perhaps 
not uncommon ; the first was, *' that he had bor- 
rowed MONEY, without intending to pay it again." 
The other, "that he had declared, before witnesses, 
' he was master of the lives and property of his suIh 
jects.' " But so it has ever been, and men have too 
often proved the tormentors and executioners of their 
fellow men! George the Fourth, for instance, ap- 
pears to have held it as a maxim, " I am determined 
to make every body as miserable as I can ;" for, in his 
reign, the most honourable occupation of promoting 
the general happiness of society was, apparently, re- 
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linquished for the flxiMy and fallacious und^rtakisg 
of pleasing the courtier and his voluptuous nuuter, 
particularly as the latter could not at any time be 
approached^ except through the medium of the for- 
mer. The imbecile ministers cared not for public 
distress ; indeed^ it seemed to have afforded them 
new sources for their private enjoyments. From 
hence arose the necessity of suppressing those truths 
and STATE SECRETS^ which might otherwise have 
undermined their safety. 

We now commence the year 

1826, 

at an early part of which, the Duke of Devonshii^ 
attended the coronation of the despotic Nicholas^ the 
murderer of the brave Poles, as the representative of 
George the Fourth, King of England ; and his spkft- 
did retinues and sumptuous fetes created no little 
astonishment in the Russian capital. A commotfon 
ensued at St. Petersburgh, upon the occasion of the 
oath being administered, when many lives were lost, 
and executions subsequently took place ; but A^ 
insurgents were finally quieted. 

This year the revenue was deficient in its returns 
firom the former year, two hundred and thirty-tif^ 
thotisand, nine hundred, and forty pounds/ which, ^' 
dently, arose firom the very general stagnation of 
trade. This enormous deficiency in the couDfa/^ 
income, however, had no efiect upon the tooh of 
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power; for the most abominable extravagance and 

wanton expenditure were still kept up^ both at home 

and abroad. Our ambassadors appeared the very 

type of their sight-loving and spendthrift master, and 

thousands were swallowed up in glittering baubles 

and unmeaning pageantry. At the same time, the 

'^ Dandy of Sixty'* was racking his shallow brains to 

find out the most expeditious way of ^m^ndering the 

hard-earnings of the poor, while his infamous, traitor'- 

Otis ministers pampered the royal appetite in all its 

BEASTLY CRAVINGS, and gave their ready acquiescence 

to every plan having for its object the slavery of the 

people. Thus was our already enormous debt yearly 

increased, instead of being reduced. If England had 

never known the voluptuous George the Fomth, she 

would not now have groaned under distresses which, 

yiefear, will require ages to relieve. 

In the January of this year, George the Fourth 
returned one thousand pounds of the public money, 
to relieve the distressed Spitalfields' weavers, who 
were suffering every possible hardship from the want 
of employment. We feel great pleasure in re- 
cording every instance of the charitable intentions 
of this king, entertaining no fear of being wearied 
with their detail. Alas ! they were but '^ few and 
far between." We should be equally happy» were 
it in our power, to record the payment of those 
loans and promissory notes, to which this person 
had subscribed while Prince of Wales. It is a good 
old maxim, " Be just before you are generous ;" and 
we cannot help thinking, that if the " first gentle* 

X 
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man" had given his accommodating ladies a 
less, and satisfied the demands of the holders of 
these bonds, he would have acted more '' as be- 
came a man/' But no ; his kingly dignity kept him 
aloof from the dvil proceedings of his foreign credi- 
tors, and, being a stranger to honor, these documents 
still remain undischarged ! 

The king at this period was reported to be ill, 
and the parliament was therefore obliged to be 
opened by commission. The Lord Chancellor, 
like his royal master, was unable to undergo the 
&tigues attending so arduous an affair. The king's 
indisposition could hardly be wondered at when the 
gay life he had led was taken into consideration. 
Besides, as he was now getting into the '^ sear and 
yellow leaf,'' we may suppose the prickings oj 
CONSCIENCE sometimes annoyed him into bodily 
pain. He knew there were a few blemishes on 
his escutcheon, which, though he had long been 
able to conceal them by bribery and , trickery^ might 
some day or other be exposed to the rude gaz& 
of the multitude. He had long unsheathed the 
sword of oppression against his suffering people^ ^ 
he could not possibly tell at what period it might be 
lifted against his royal self. The object of govern- 
ment was originally designed for the benefit of the 
governed as well as the governors; but, in the 
reigns of George the Third and Fourth, the whole 
ministerial scheme seemed to consist of the best and 
most expeditious means of plundering the public^ in 
which pious work the tools of the king were ably 
assisted by the bantlings of bloated Mother Church. 
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In March, the election for Northumberland cost 
<ach of the candidates, Messrs. Liddle and Bell, the 
enormous sum of three thousand pounds each day. 
So much for the representation of the people ! Some 
of the ^^ Hospital of Incurables" (as Lord Chester- 
field judiciously called the House of Peers) were 
supposed to have promoted this contest, by a de- 
sire to sell the county, dnd thus proved their House 
to be nothing more than an excrescence growing out 
of corruption, and that it had no natural association 
whatever with the pdUtical body of the empire. 
We have heard it said that '' Experience is a dear 
school, and/po^ learn in no other;" but there are 
a class of fools who appear to disregard all lessons 
of experience, and seem determined not to learn 
in any school. However lofty the "nobles" may 
carry their aristocratic heads, there wiU come a day 
of retribution; and the longer it is delayed, the 
greater will be the vengeance of the people. They 
should recollect that their zeal in the cause of 
slavery may, ere long, compromise their arm liberty, 
if not destruction. Let them take a lesson from 
what lately occurred in regenerated France, and 
recollect, that " he who would secure his own liberty 
must protect his enemy from oppression." 

The Tory government of persecuted England had 
long appeared to think, that the persons composing 
their Sanhedrim were the only interested and autho- 
rised individuals, and who alone kssid the right of 
giving and opposing laws! But has not every Ei^- 
lishman a direct interest in the affidrs of govem- 

x2 
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ment ? If government should act a part that might 
endanger the safety of the commonwealth^ is not 
all property equally at stake ? All national affiurs 
therefore^ ought to be conducted with a yies^ to 
the general good, and not for the mere aggrandize- 
ment of a privileged and self •elected set of hkelingi 
When secret ndssians are the order of the day, we 
may rest assured that " something is rotten in the 
state of Denmark!" for secrecy implies some defect, 
either in ward or deed; and he who would aspiie 
to be great in the estimation of good men must 
be as frank to acknowledge his errors as he may 
be gratified by a recital of his own good qualities. 
But, alas ! no such men were to be found in George 
the Fourth's cabinet. We do not mean to say 
that England did not possess such characters; but 
then they had taken the advice of the poet^ '' When 
eml men bear sway> the post of honor isi a privaU 
station.'' 

When the Chancellor of the Exchequer brought 
forward his Budget this year^ the gallaie^ and lobbies 
of the House of Conunons were actually converted 
into a *^ Stock Exchange." We need ofifer no remarb 
upon this circumstance; the intelligent reader will 
draw his own inferences from such an exhibition. 
Shortly after this, the House proposed ^' that Jif^ 
thousand pounds per annum be added to the salary oi 
Mr. Huskisson." Repeated discussions ensued^ but 
the proposition was finally abandoned, and two thm- 
sand pounds only agreed to. Mr. Huskisson was un- 
doubtedly a man of great talent ; yet he had sufficient 
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remuneration from the public purse for the exercise of 
his ability^ for he then eigoyed two incomes from the 
people: as Treasurer to the Navy, three thousand 
pounds, and as President of the Board of Controul, 
^ve thomand pounds; making together the annual 
amount of eight thousand pounds! Some people, 
however, are not to be satisfied, as Mr. Huskisson 
said, that he felt considerable anxiety and hardship 
arising from the union of the two offices or situations, 
and that, from the great pecuniary responsibility at- 
tached to the Treasurer of the Navy, he felt the 
two offices more than he could possibly attend to! 
''Then," modestly added the President, ''the Pay- 
master is an officer frdly acquainted with the details 
of business, and perfectly familiar with all the opera- 
tions necessary for the proper and effective manage- 
ment of the department." We do not doubt the verity 
of this remark, or dispute the qualifications of Mr. 
Huskisson for one of the offices ; yet we cannot help 
thinking it was a little slip of the tongue, when this 
gentleman said, '' I cannot say from my own know- 
ledge whether, at this moment, matters are going on 
right or wrong in my office, but I have entire confi- 
dence in the Pay-master'' This curious confession 
of Mr. Huskisson proved that he enjoyed the emolu- 
ments arising from a situation, to the business of which 
he paid little or no attention ! Here then is an in- 
contestable proof that place and pension were lavishly 
bestowed upon the thich-andrihin supporters of mis- 
rule. Would an unprejudiced and honest administra- 
tion have exercised the imposing means that are here 
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set forth ? or would real represefitatwes of the people 
have sanctioned such mal-practices by their vote ? 

The manufacturing districts still continued in a 
most melancholy and alarming situation. Blots, dis- 
order, and distress, universally prevailed. To relieve 
the people's grievances, however, the Mng generaudg 
returned eight thousand pounds more of the public 
money to the distressed weavers of Spitalfields. 
This was something fike a bankrupt's paying one 
farthing in the pound, and then claiming the thanks 
and gratitude of his ruined creditors / 

Let not our readers suppose that our worthy par- 
liament was idle this year. The matter printed for 
the House during its short sitting, from February to 
May, occupied twenty^ne bulky folio volumes, in- 
dependent of the journals, votes, private acts, and 
other things of equal, importance to the nation I In 
tins brief session, also, no less than seventt-nine 
new acts of parliament were added to the already 
ponderous and indigestible statute-book. Here was 
industry indeed ! But, good reader, in all this mass 
of business, not one single act was passed for the ame- 
lioration of the distressed condition of the people! 

At this period, the health of his royal highness 
the Duke of York began to decline. Although this 
prince had been in the receipt of such enormous 
sums from the people, he was actually destitute of 
a home, — at least of one he could caU his ownj 
Here was a disgracefiil circumstance! the heir in 
succession to the throne of England, through his 
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Ekbominable extravagance^ was obliged to accept the 
hospitalily of a nobleman. An accumulation of dis* 
eases, arising from excesses of every kind, soon be- 
oame manifest, and the duke was at length declared 
t;o be seriously indisposed. On the 14th December, 
lie was pronounced, by his medical attendants, to be 
in the most imminent danger. 

This year concluded with a considerable falling 
off, as usual, from the revenue, to the amount of 
nearly two millions sterling. The community, in 
general, still continued in a state of great distress, 
and were suffering from the want of employment, 
for which they might have returned thanks to the 
sapient sinecuiist at the head of the Board of Trade. 

The year 

1827 

was commenced under very gloomy prospects; for 
when the people are suffering from oppressive 
enactments and injurious policy, the country cannot 
possibly wear a smiling countenance. Some of the 
milk-sop daily journals were very profuse in their 
complimentary langiiage to royalty, and announced, 
as a matter of wonderfiil importance, the kindness 
and brotherly affection manifested by the king to 
the Duke of York, as his Majesty had spent nearly 
two hours with his brother at the residence of his 
Grace of Rutland! What astonishing kmdness! 
what inexpressible condescension, that a man should 
visit his brother, who was at the point of death ! 
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But the king's condescension did not put aside the 
visit of the general conqueror, Deatli f for the Me 
of York expired on the 5th of January. The body 
of the duke lay in state at St. James' from the 18th, 
and on the 20th was removed to Windsor for inter- 
ment. Never was a more meagre spectacle sees 
than when the procession came from St. James', 
and left London for Windsor. It was^ however, in 
character with some of the most important scenes oi 
the life of this departed Hero! The euiogies be- 
stowed by the hireling press too plainly proved that 
Truth was a creditor who had claims which must 
not be discharged ; and this, too> in En^and, the 
land said to be inhabited by freemen. Alas! that 
men could so sin against their better Jsnowledgs! 
What an insult was offered to the understandiBgs 
of an informed people, when the command was 
issued for all persons to robe themselves in garments 
of decent mourning, upon the demise of this son 
of Mars and Venus ! The country had more cause 
to rejoice ; for they had lost one enemy at least! 
" What !** said the inquirii^ citizen, "Am I to put 
on the garb of sorrow and regret, when I have no 
cause to mourn ? What was the Duke of York to 
me, or to my &mily ? Nothing . less than an in- 
truder upon our scanty means, and yet w are 
commanded, as good citizens and loyal subfecU, to 
put ourselves and families into decent mourning!" 
But such was the order issued from the office of the 
Lord Chamberlain, and it was certainly compli^ 
with ^y the persons who depended upon the favour 
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of the royial famfly^ and by those who wished to be 
—fashumahle I 

In taking a retrospect of the character of this 
second son of George the Iliird, we are forcibly 
struck with the consistency of his character; for his 
whole life was one continued scene of proJUgacy 
and bigotry! His income^ from the pubUc purse, 
was httle short of one hundred thousand founds per 
annum, and sometimes it considerably exceeded that 
amount ; yet he was always in debt ! In the course 
of the trial of his xoyal highness, in 1809, and before 
the charges had been made, the public officers of 
the king volunteered their services to advocate his 
cause ! These gentlemen surely must have for- 
gotten that they were menders of parliament, and 
the v^ry persons to whom the case would be sub- 
mitted for judgement ! Mrs. Clarke (the late mis- 
tress of the duke) was c(»nmanded to appear at 
the bar of the House, and the Attorney and Soli- 
citor Generals, aided by all the crown lawyers, were 
immediately opposed to her; but, notwithstanding 
this powerful and im^qual opposition, Mrs. Clarke 
gave her evidence with such clearness, accuracy, 
precision, and consistency, as to astonish the whole 
House. Her statements were replied to by argu- 
ments which could not be substantiated; and the 
chief disgrace of Mary Ann Clarke was, that she 
had been the mistress of the Bishop of Osnaburgh, 
Duke of York, Earl of Ulster, Field Marshal, Contr- 
mander in Chief of all the Land Forces, Colonel of 
the First Regiment of Foot Guards, of the Sixtieth 
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Regiment, and of the Royal Dublin Regment of 
Infantry, S^c. S^c. S^c. His royal highness ivas placed 
in situations where his influence might have effected 
much public good. How he ftdfiOed his duty, the 
expositions of Mrs. Clarke bear ample testimony. 
Indeed, he appears to have spent the greater pait 
of his time wiHi his mistresses and gamblrng asso- 
ciates, and lejft his offidal duties to be performed 
by selfish and incapable persons. His royal higlmes 
was elected Bishop of Osnabui^h when he was oolj 
eleven months old/ We leave the reader to judge 
how capable a child of this age was to perfom 
the dtaies of a bishop. Here was a disgrace to the 
Established Church of Ei^land ! K money liad 
been wanted to purchase toys for this baby pnnce, 
could it not have been supplied from some more cre- 
ditable source ? We may here inquire WHO vas 
the FORMER Bishop of Osnaburgh? If this que^ 
tion sho\iId lead to inquiry among the fiiendsol 
Truth and Justice^ it may possibly be productive 
of much good to a CERTAIN INJURED AND 
PERSECUTED INDIVIDUAL. . 

The Earl of Liverpool was prevented firom takzi^ 
his seat at the head of the government at this period^ 
by a sudden attack of paralysis. From this lamevl' 
able circumstance, the cabinet were thrown into gt^ 
disorder. The united influence of Lord EUdon, the 
Duke of Wellington, and Mister Robert Peel, ho^' 
ever, proved inefficient to prevent the choice of ?t^ 
Minister falling on Mr. Canning. Many discussions 
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were consequent upon this change of administration^ 
and the dissentions in the cabinet were not very 
reputable to the gentlemanly characters of the mem- 
bers ccnnposing it. Within forty-eight hours after 
Mr. Canning had received his Majesty's commands to 
form a ministry, no less than seven of the former 
leading members resigned office. The worthy Lord 
Bexley, however, considered that second thoughts 
were best, and retracted his resignation. Sir John 
Copley was created Baron Lyndhurst, and appomted 
Lord High Chancellor, upon the resignation of Lord 
Eldon, who, although he had for so many years been 
amassing enormous wealth, was now mean enough to 
be an idle pauper upon the resources of our impo- 
verished country, for the annual income oifour thou- 
sand pounds I His lordship had been for more than 
twenty years Speaker of the House of Peers, at a sa- 
lary of three thousand pounds, and Lord Chancellor, at 
fifteen thousand pounds per annum ; while the 'salaries 
of the offices in his gift, in the legal department 
alone, amounted to more than forty-two thousand 
pounds per annum. The legal and ecclesiastical par 
tronage at his disposal was also immense ; yet, this 
poor man could not afford to retire without an addi' 
tional burden to the country oifour thousand pounds. 
While this keeper of the king's conscience took great 
care of his own purse, he did not forget to look after 
his family matters ; and places, pensions, and church 
preferments were most bountiftilly heaped upon them. 
So much for the son of a coal merchant, who had 
groped his way from the coal-sack to the wool-sack 
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and, who loved himself in preference to all otk 
things. When the king received the intinmtion tk 
Lord Eldon had resigned, he determined to preset 
this incomparable ex-Lord Chancellor with a tob 
of his regard for past services. On Sunday, Api 
29th, the king sent for his lordship, and presentee 
him with a magnificent silver-gilt cup and cover. Tk 
subject round the cup was the triumph of Bacck 
and Ariadne, from the celebrated Borghese Vase is: 
the bottom was a very rich foliage of exquisite woil 
manship, while the top was ornamented witht 
coronation medal, and a bust of the gracious ^ 
which was guarded by a lion, in a walking attitude. 
Underneath the cover was the following inscriptioD: 
*^ The gift of his Majesty, King George the Fourtl 
to his highly-valued friend, John, Earl of EMob. 
Lord High Chancellor of England, upon his^ retnio; 
from his official duties, in the year 1827/' Thisti^ 
usual gift, and the circumstances under which it vai 
presented, very naturally gave rise to the expressioii 
of many opinions. That Lord Eldon was well ac- 
quainted with his royal master's secrets, there is not 3 
shadow of a doubt ; but it was an unusual form fo> 
an acknowledgement of fidelity even in Hiat case 
We do not speak unadvisedly when we say, that the 
preposterous ofier of a veil was a too-satisfactory 
proof that secrecy was indispensable ; and a Bon 
suitable shape to convey a sentiment could not W 
been devised. 

Mr. Canning's ministry was of very short durato 
Very soon after his appointment to the premiersbip^ 
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is he^th very much declined, and within four months 
e was numbered with the dead. This event took 
lace on the^ morning of the eighth of August, and his 
amains were consigned to the tomb prepared to re- 
eive them, in Westminster Abbey, followed by a long 
procession of dukes, lords, and other high personages. 
In taking an impartial review of Mr. Canning's 
>olitical career, we cannot help thinking that all his 
public acts were aristocratical, and afforded indubitable 
)roof of his love of place. Mr. Canning possessed 
^eat mental ability, for he w^as an orator, a wit, and 
I poet. We, however, do not consider these talents 
a.nd accomplishments of much consequence to the 
situation which he occupied previous to his death. A 
premier ought to be the bold opposer of corruption, 
the solid friend of his sovereign, and the uncompro- 
mising champion of the people, ever remembering 
that the security of the throne always arises from the 
interest which the sovereign possesses in the hearts 
of the people, and that all attempts to stifle their voice, 
under a sense of grievances, must tend to alienate 
their affections, and inevitably lead to similar calami- 
ties which, in other countries, have been produced by 
arbitrary and corrupt measures. Whether Mr. Canning 
was such a statesman, we need only refer to the re- 
turn made in 1820, that this gentleman had received 
from the country, during his pubUc association with 
government, two hundred thousand pounds/ Upon 
the demise of Mr. Canning, a pension was granted, 
by Act of Parliament, to the trustees of the femily, of 
three thousand pounds per annum. 
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The ensuing ministry^ headed by Lord Godeiid; 
(late Mr. Robmson) proved totally inefficient andii^ 
competent to the duties of their undertaking; wi 
after numerous personal and general dissensions, tk 
public was quite satisfied that the period of their a^ 
ministration would prove of short duration. 

In the month of September^ the Right Hon. Loii 
Archibald Hamilton died, after an illness of coii& 
derable duration, in the fifty-eighth year of his f 
His lordship was member for the County of Lanaii 
and had been unremitting in his parliamentary duties 
and engagements. His lordship was the zealous ^ 
vocate for reform ; and by his sentiments, expressei 
in the House, as well as by his vote, he proved him- 
self a real representative of the people. 

In the November of this year, the unfortunate 
creditors of the king's late brother, Frederick, Dii« 
of York, were informed that the assets of his roji 
highness would not ftimish means to pay more tk 
one shilling in the pound! Here was a disgrace to 
royalty! How many &milies might have lived i 
comfort and plenty upon thie income of* the Duke of 
York ? But the comforts of princes, we suppose, ait 
of a different kind to those of society in general. 

At this period, the bishop of Winchester (dear ft 
Tomline) died worth half a million of money, wto' 
he ws obliged to le.Te betod hhn for the J »f * 
fill flesh. Yet the people, from whom these immense 
amoimts had been drawn, were pining in want ^ 
wretchedness. The gilded flies still basked in the sun- 
shine of the Court, and fed on its corruption. 
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At the close of this year^ an order from Power was 
ssued to the officers m the stamp-duties department 
:o strictly enforce the totxes an knowledge. The 
t>ooksellers and publishers were therefore much an- 
noyed by threatenings of exchequer processes for 
pamphlets and advertisement duties. It may suit 
the ideas of arbitrary governments to clap a padlock 
on the mouth of knowledge^ because^ '^men> once 
ignorant, are slaves ;'" but the fi'ee education of the 
people will never prove detrimental to a liberal and 
patriotic ministry. 

The year 

1828 

was a continued period of dissatis&ction throughout 
the country. 

On the 29th of January^ the session was opened 
by commission. The late ministry^ headed by Lord 
Goderich, was dissolved; and the Duke of Wel- 
lington and Mr. Robert Peel were made the suc- 
cessors of the former Premier and Secretary of State. 
This change did not afford much satis&ction to 
the public^ and Mr. Brougham^ in his address to the 
House^ said, ^' That though he entertained the high- 
est opinion of the duke's military genius, still he did 
not like to see him at the head of the finances 
of the country, enjoying, as he did, the fiill and 
perfect confidence of his sovereign ; enjoying all the 
patronage of the crown ; enjoying the patronage of 
the army ; enjoying the patronage of the church ; and. 
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in factj enjoying almost all the patronage of the state 
The noble duke was likewise entrusted with the deli- 
cate functions of conveying constant and delicate ad- 
vice to the ears of his royal master. As a constitutional 
man^ this state of things strikes me as being most tn- 
eonstitutionalJ* Mr. Brougham forther addedj ''I have 
no fear of slavery being introduced into this coimtn 
by the power of the sword. The noble duke (of Wet 
lington) might take the army; he might take the 
navy; he might take the mitre; he might taketbe 
great seal ; he would make the noble diike a present 
of them all. Let him come on with his whole force, 
sword in hand^ against the constitution^ and the ener 
gies of the people of this country would not only h&A 
him, but laugh at his ^ortsJ' These were excellent 
sentiments, and we wish the noble chancellor maj 
long continue the undeviating advocate of the peo- 
ple's rights and liberties. We hope he may H^ 
retain 'Hhe Seals of Office, that have glittered in Us 
eyes/' and that he may not have to retire, as man; 
else have done, upon a pension drawn from the y&^ 
of those whose cause he once so boldly espoused. But 
a man's vanity in a public assembly may sometimes 
lead him to say that for which in private he mgi^ 
regret, and ask forgiveness of his friends. This con- 
duct, however, though consistent with the character 
of a courtier, will never agree with the feeUi^ of a 
true patriot. 

The numerous promotions made this year covH 
not be considered by the nation as either needfcl 
or honorable, seeing that the emoluments attendant 
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ipon these new offices ancl creations must be paid 
yy the already heavily taxed people. Thoxisands of 
persons suppose^ that when a minister; a secre* 
tary, a lord chancellor^ and all the other great 
personages (in their own conceit) retire from office^ 
that the country is not burdened by the retired or 
dismissed servants of the state. But this is a great 
mistake. Once in the ^^ Augean stable^" pension 
must follow; and the public are imposed upon by 
the power said to be in the gift of the crown^ to 
confer honorary titles, and to grant office to whom- 
soever the king pleases. For means to supply these 
exorbitant salaries, the poor labouring man is con- 
signed to the treadmill or ioork^house ; the mechanic 
is also reduced to a similar deplorable condition ; the 
manufacturer, possessed of small means, inhabits a 
prison ; but the larger manufitcturer, during all this 
time, is preserved from these annoyances, and Uves 
in a style of important encroachment upon his 
former, equals, by the unjust tyranny that monied 
men can impose upon the unsheltered weakness of 
their opponents. 

What miserable reflections are these to the reaUy 
productive classes of the community^ from whom the 
pubUc wealth is derived! The sentiments of the 
great lawgiver and teacher of mankind are inverted 
by the cormorants of the land ; for, instead of loving 
their neighbour as themselves, and '^ finding it more 
blessed to give than receive," the vermin of the Court 
exclakn, ''We love ourselves exclusively , and wish 
ever to receive, without the pain of bestowing." 

Y 
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On the 4th of December^ the Earl of Xbeipool 
died^ at his residence^ Coooabe Wood, in the fifty- 
ninth year of his agie* The laige income this mi- 
nister had for so long a period received from the 
public purse entitles us to a &ir anatomy of his 
political conduct. 

When in the House of Commons^ in 1793, this 
late premier (then Mr. Jenkinson) was the foremost 
in the opposittcm against the memorable petitioii 
for Parliamentary Reform^ — ^then brought forward bj 
Mr. (now Lord) Grey^ — and defended the then exist- 
ing state of the representation^ maintaining^ ''that 
the House of Commons^ constituted as it was, had 
answered the end for which it was des^ed*^' 

Upon the assassination of Mr. Perceiral, in 18U 
Lord Liverpool was made First Lord of the Trea- 
sury^ by the especial request of the Ri^ent. Upon 
his lordship's advancement to this high and im- 
portant officaey Lord Sidmouth. and Mr, Vansittart 
were announced as. new members in the ministry. 
The first act of Lord Liverpool, or what may be teraed 
the first important measure, was the introdaction of 
a bill to increase the magisteria] powear in various 
districts: of this country^ . where the inhabitants were 
sufiGering from, the want of CTopIoyment;. By this 
Wl, such persons ware not allowed the t^e of &^ 
arms, and forbidden to ; meet in companies. . Simihir 
opinions lind conduct chaiactemed the.whofe of the 
administration of Lord Liverpool; and, in the year 
1617^ his lordship appeared to have forgott^ the 
opinion of the admirable Locke^ that '^ there is away 
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whereby governments are dissolved, and that is^ when 
the legislature, or the prince, or either of them, act 
contrary to their trust." 

Another inroad upon the liberties of the people, 
during the administration of Lord Liverpool, was, 
the frequent union of offices diametrically opposite 
to each other; namely, raising the clergy to sit 
upon the bench as magistrates ! This we must con- 
sider as a national outrage, and deserving of being 
visited by national indignation. A reverend magis- 
trate is an tmnatural character, as well as being a 
direct invader of the rights and privileges of Eng- 
lishmen, though the assumption may be sanctioned 
by the enactments of the iron rod of the law. A - 
greater scourge upon a country can scarcely be in- 
flicted than the clergy to officiate in the discharge 
of magisterial duty- 
It was under this premier's administration also, 
that the most revolting scenes of "^^military flogging" 
were recorded. We will relate one instance of 
tlus barbarity : Three soldiers, in July 181 7j in 
company with several others, met at the Rose and 
Crown, Tower Hill, where at length some affi*ay 
took place, and a fight ensued. A court martial 
was held ; when Thomas Hayes, Francis Hayes, and 
George Staniford were sentenced to receive eight 
hundred lashes each! This sentence, so revolting 
to humanity, was to be put in execution ; but aft^r 
Thomas. Hayes (who was only twenty years of age) 
had received sia: hundred and seventy^ve lashes, the 
surgeon said his life was in danger! and he was, 

Y 2 
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therefore^ carried away. FYancis Hayes, only m- 
teen years of age, received three hundred and tMrtf 
jit>e Uuhea! and George Stamford, only seventeen 
years of age, received two hundred ldshe»l wben 
both the latter had the remaining part of tbar 
sentence commuted upon condition of their entering 
a condemned regiment! Were all En^ishiDeD 
punished in the same manner for the same offence, 
where would the flogging system temunaie 3 Get* 
tainly not with the soldier nor the peasant, it ynM 
assuredly find its way to the nohle, the bishop, and 
the prince /// 

Lord Liverpool was, of necessity, a prominent actor 
in the imconstitutional and unprecedented proceduif 
against the Princess of Wales, from the above-named 
period to 1820. Had not his lordship arranged ik 
form of the secret proceedings abroad, and coiiseBtei 
to the lavish expenditure of our means to suppres» 
truth in that partial business, both the queen and k 
daughter might, at this time, have been in the enjoy- 
ment of health and happiness. His lordship saii 
publicly, that the prosecution against her Majesty in 
1820 was ''the most embarrassing question whicli 
ever perplexed any government." This short de- 
claration speaks volumes; for truth is simple, sd 
requires no adornment of language. At the conclu' 
sion of the trial of her Majesty, there appeared^ io 
the House of Lords, a majority of nine for the Bi^ 
against the queen; yety imder these circumstances, bi^ 
lordship rose, and negatived the proceedings ; and, of 
course, the bill was abandoned. We submit it to 
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the coiintryat laige^ vms tias canstittdional ? If the 
peers had really voted conscientious^, they were enti« 
tied ta the awlard from their majority ; if they had fiot 
voted so, then they ought to have been espeBed from 
the House for ever, as well as from all honoiurable 
society. But there was a. '^ power before the throne, 
and behind the throne; greats than the throne itself ;'' 
and this power was authoritative and craving in its 
demands. Thus did Lord Liverpool prove the verity 
of the old adage, ** Power usurped is weakness when 
exposed ; conscious of wrong, it is pusillanimous, and 
prone to flight." 

At the period of this trial, certain documents were 
laid before Lord Liverpool, relative to the bonds and 
promissory notes, entered into so solemnly by certain 
royal princes ; and his lordship was assured that, if 
the bill of pains and penalties did pass, these dis- 
graceful engagements, together with the attendant 
circumstances, should immediately meet the public 
eye. Here then was one of the secret reasons for 
dwidoning the in&mous bill against the injiured, 
queen. 

The following is a true copy of the letter conveying 
the unwelcome inteUigence just alluded to, and which 
was delivered into Lord Liverpool's own hand : 

** My Lord, '' Nop. 6th, 1820. 

** Fearless of your displeasure, I beg to submit my 

sentiments to your lordship without further ceremony. 

I am in the possession of a copy of " a certain Bond,'* 

upon the execution of which, your royal master was 
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the first named, to wkom the largest share was to be 
advanoed* If the bill against the queen pam, I iriD 
expose the whole tnmsaetion to the nation, and thai 
will be sufficient to open the eyes even of the wilMy 
Mind. You know the danger, and may provide 
against it in some d^^ree. I shall also explainthe 
unhappy consequences att^idant upon some of the 
INJURED persons connected with this transaction. 



tf 



To the Bight Hon. '' I am. 

Lord Liverpool/' ^* My Lord, 

** Your humble Servant^ 

4rc. 4rc. ^c: 



The conditiim of a king is not always haf^y, ho^- 
ever surrounded by splendour; and, in this instance, 
George the Fourth's dishonorable ccmduct must have 
produced a &w thorns in his crown. Even Lord 
Liverpool became alarmed for the consequences of 
such exposures, fearing they would considerably in- 
jure the character, if not the person, of his royd 
master. 

We now present our readers with an exact capj 
of the Bond referred to : 

iftnOfn all 0lm by these presents, that W^; 
George, Prince of Wales, Frederick, DiAe of 
York, and William Henry, Duke of Clarencei 
all living in the City of Westminster, is tbe 
County of Middlesex, are jointly and sevemlly) 
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justly and truly^ indebted to John Cator^ of 

Beckenham, in the County of Kent^ Esquire^ 

and his * Exectttots^ Administrators^ and Assigns, 

in the penal sum of Sixty Thousand Pounds, of 

good and lawful money of Great Britain, well 

iv. and truly paid to Us, at, or before the sealing of 

Qjt these presents. Sealed with our Seals, this 16th 

^ day of December, in the Twenty-ninth year of 

the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the 

Third, by the Grace of God, King, Defender of 

\jg^ the Faith, anno domini 1778. 

k'The condition of the above-written obligation is 

such, that if the above-bounden George, Prince 

^^^^^ of Wales, Frederick, Duke of York, and William 

•^^ Henry, Duke of Clarence, or any, or either of 

Ljjji them, or any of their Heirs, Executors, or Ad- 

]i ministrators, shall well and truly pay, or cause 

oDsef ^ ^ paid, unto the above-named John Catoif, 

, ^ his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, the 

j; ftdl sum of Sixtff Thousand Pounds, of lawfiil 

money of Great Britain, within the space or time 

of six calendar months next, after any one, or 

j5 eitlier of us, the said George, Prince of Wales, 

Frederick, Duke of York, and Wiffiam Henry, 

Duke of Clarence^ shall come to and ascend the 

r Throne of England ; • together with lawful mt^est 

^^ , I on the same ; to be computed from the day that 

^ !| such event shall happen, upon whom, to the 

^, time of payb^ off this obligation, then, and in 

stiP^ sudi case, the same shall become null and void : 
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otherwiae to be and remain in fcdl force and 
virtue. 

Gbobge^ Pbdicb of Wales, L S. 

FaSDEBICK^ L. S. 

^William Henby, L.S. 



(Signed) ^ 



To save the exhibition of this Bond, as well as 
several others of a similar description, much to the 
discredit of the sovereign. Lord Liverpool readily 
gave his asdstance, and thus was farced to abandon 
the bill against the queen. 

In 1823, Lord Liverpool said in the House, thai 

" The policy of the British government rested on the 

principle of the Law of Nations, which allowed every 

country to judge how it could best be governed, ad 

what ought to be its institutions." This paragr^h 

in his lordship's iq)eech is sufficient to prove^ that he 

was an aristocrat, in the true sense of ihe word; 

and, we venture to affirm, that the poUcy of his ^ 

vemment was to concentrate power and mi^t in the 

hands of the rulers, and to force the mass of &^ 

people to submissive degradation and wretchedness. 

At the time his lordship deUvered these sentiments, 

we thought, that if such a system were att^np^ 

much longer to be forced upon the coimtry, agitation 

must necessarily arise. A new era of luu&&tt is now 

about to dawn upon us, and it will, doubtless, be on^ 

of surprise and dread to tyrants, of emancipation to 

a great people, and of hope to the whole world 

In 1825, Lord Liverpool was much disturbed by 
an inquiry into some STATE ARRANGEMENTS, 
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'elative to the mysterious demise of the PRINCESS 
CHARLOTTE, which had been made in 1817, and 
bo which his lordship had been privy* But this un- 
pleasant subject was dismissed with an abruptness not 
very consistent with the importance of the question. 
In 1 826, his lordship was again solicited to receive 
the information, but he declined to do so, though he 
knew the subject was of the greatest importance. 

At length this statesman, after serving his king in 
direct opposition to the interests of the people, fell 
into the stupor of apoplectic and paralytic disease, 
and expired as previously stated. 

In this year, an inquiry was instituted into the 
death of the patriot Hampden ; and, in order to ascer- 
tain, if possible, the sort of wound by which he had 
been killed, his body was disinterred from Hampden 
church, Bucks. The exhumation of this once illus- 
trious individual was attended by Lord Nugent, Mr. 
Denman, and several other gentlemen. The follow- 
ing account of the investigation was given to the 
public by one of the party : 

''After examining the initials and dates on several 
leaden coffins, we came to the one in question, the 
plate of which was so corroded, that it crumbled and 
broke into small pieces on touching it It was there^ 
fore impossible to ascertain the name of the individual 
it contained. The coffin had originally been enclosed 
in wood, covered with velvet, a small portion only of 
which was apparent, near the bottom, at the left 
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side> which was not the case with those of a later 
date, where the initials were very distinct, andtbe 
lead more perfect and fresher in appearance* The 
register stated, that Hampden was interred on Ae 
25th day of June, 1643, and an old document, still 
in existence, gives a curious and fiill account of the 
grand procession on the occasion ; we weate, theI^ 
fore, pretty confident that this must be the one in 
question, having examined all the others in succes- 
8ion. It was lying mider the w«temiwiidow, nea 
the tablet erected by him> when hving, to the me- 
mory of his beloved wife, whose virtues he extols id 
the most affectionate language. Without positiye 
pro(^, it was reasonable to suppose that he would be 
interred near his adored partner, and this being found 
at her feet, it was unanimously agreed tiiat the lid 
should be cut open to ascertam the &ct, which proved 
afterwards that we were not mistaken^ Thepaiisli 
plumber descended, and commenced cutting across 
the coffin, then longitudinally, until' the whole was 
sufficiently loosened to roll back, in order to lift ^^ 
the wooden lid beneath, which was found in such good 
preservation, that it came off nearly entire. Beneath 
this was another Ud of the same material, wlddi yfas 
raised without much giving way. The coffin had ori- 
ginally been filled up with. sawdust, which was fouQ^ 
undisturbed, except the centre, where the shic^^ 
had Allien in. The sawdust was then removed, ^ 
the process of examination commenced. Silence 
reigned. Lord Nugent descended into the ff«^^f 
and first removed the outer cloth, which was finnlj 
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wrapped round the body; then the second^ and a 
third, such care having been extended to preserve the 
body from the woim of corruption. Here a very 
^singular scene presented itself. No regular features 
>vere apparent, although the face retained a death-iike 
^whiteness, and shewed the various windings of the 
blood-vessds beneath the skin. The upper row of 
teeth were perfect, and those that remained in the un^^ 
der jaw, on being taken out and examined, were quite 
sound. A little beard remained on the lower part of 
the chin ; and the whiskers were strong, and some* 
what lighter than his hair, which was a full auburn 
brown ; the upper part of the Inidge of the nose still 
remained elevated ; the remainder had given way to 
the pressure of the cloths, which had been firmly 
bound round the head. The eyes were but slightly 
sunk in, and were covered witii the same white film 
which characterized the genexal appearance of the 
fSa,ce. As a difference of opinion existed concerning 
the indentation in the left shoulder, where it was sup- 
posed he had been wounded, it was xmanimously 
agreed upon to raise up the coffin altogether, and 
place it in the centre of the chiu'ch, where a more 
accurate examination might take place. The coffin 
was extremely heavy ; but, by elevating one end with 
a crow-bar, two strong ropes were adjusted under 
either end, and thus drawn up by twelve men, in 
the most careful manner possible. The first operas 
tion was, to examine the arms, which nearly retained 
their original size, and presented a very muscular 
appearance. On lifting up the right arm, we found 
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that it was dispossessed of its hand. We mi^t 
therefore, naturally conjecture that it had been 
amputated^ as the bone presented a perfectly flat 
appearance^ as if sawn off by some very sharp in- 
strument. On searching carefully under the diothes, 
to our no small astonishment, we found the hand, 
jor rather a number of small bones, enclosed in a 
separate cloth. For about sis! inches up the arm, 
the greater part of the flesh had wasted away, being 
evidently smaller than the lower part of the left 
arm, to which the hand was very firmly united, and 
which presented no symptoms of decay fiirther than 
tile two bones of the fore^finger being loose. Even the 
nails remained entire, of which we saw no appear- 
ance in the cloth containing the remains of the ri^t 
hand. In order to corroborate or disprove the dif- 
ferent statements relative to his having been wounded 
in the right shoulder, a close examination of each 
took place. The clavicle of the right shoulder ivas 
firmly united in the scapula, nor did there appear 
any contusion or indentation that evinced symptoms 
of any wound ever having been inflicted. ' The left 
shoulder, on the contrary, was smaller and simken 
jn, ais if the clavicle had been displaced. To remove 
all doubts, it was judged necessary to remove the 
arms, which were amputated with a pen-knife. The 
socket of the lefi; arm was perfectly white and 
healthy, and the clavicle firmly united to the sca- 
pula, nor was there the least appearance of con- 
tusion or wound. The socket of the right shoulder, 
on the contrary, was of a brownish cast, and the 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 333 

clavicle being found quite loose and ^sunited from 
the scapula, proved that dislocation had taken place. 
The bones, however, were quite perfect. Such dis- 
location, thisrefore, must, have arisen, either frcmi 
the force of a ball, or from Colonel Hampden hav-* 
ing &llen from his horse, when he lost the power of 
holding the rems, by reason of his hand having been 
so dreadfully shattered. The latter, in all probabi- 
lity, was the oase> as it would be barely impossible 
for a ball to pass through the shoulder without some 
fracture, either of the clavicle or scapula. In order 
to examine the head and hair, the body was raised 
up and supported with a shovel; on removing the. 
cloths^ which adhered firmly to the back of the head, 
we found the hair in a complete state of preiServation* 
It was a dark auburn colour, and, according to the 
custom of the times, was very long, — ^from five to six 
inches. It was drawn up and tied round at the top * 
of the head with black thread or silk. The ends had 
the appearance of having been cut off. On taking 
hold of the top-knot, it soon gave way, and came off 
like a wig. Here a singular scene presented itself. 
The worm of corruption was busily employed ; the : 
skull, in some places, being perfectly bare, whilst in 
others the skiu remained nearly entire, upon which 
we discovered a number of maggots and small red 
worms on the feed with great activity. This was the 
only spot where, any symptoms of life was apparent, 
as if the brain contained a vital principle within it, 
which engendered its oym destruction ; otherwise, how 
can we account^ after the lapse of nearly two centuries, 
in finding living creatures preying upon the seat of 
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intelleoty when Hkey were no where else to be found, 
in no other part of the body? He was five feet, nine 
inches in height^ apparently of great muscular strength, 
of a vigorous and robust frame ; fcnrehead broad and 
high; the skull altogether well formed ; such an one 
as the imagination would conceiye capable of great 
exploits/" 

We have not thought it necessary to apologize for 
the insertion of this very interesting inquiry into the 
CAUSE of the death of one of England*s greatest 
patriots. Such investigaticms^ we consider, possess 
peculiar interest to the lovers oi justice, as well as 
being calculated to effect much public good. The 
deaths of many other iUnstrious individuals are yet 
involved in mystery, which may, probably, at no dis- 
tant period, be cleared up in the same way as that 
of Hampden has been. The mysterious and sudden 
death of George the Third's next brother, Edward, 
Duke of York, calls aloud for inquiry ; and, though 
it is impossible to make reparation to the departed 
duke himself, yet such inquiry might lead to the 
benefit of his INNOCENT, INJURED, and STILL 
SURVIVING OFFSPRING. 

The excesses of the Court at this period, as 
usual, were enormous. The man who had sworn 
to do justice and love mercy proved, by his deport- 
ment, that he cared not for either, and, in defiance of 
all that was right, continued to revel in gaiety and 
wantonness, totally regardless of the sorrows of the 
half-starved people, whose condition daily became 
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more grievous^ and whose petitions were disregarded 
in proportion to the pressure of their miseries. This 
luan of pleasuf e exhausted what time he could spare 
for the purpose of inventing expensive and useless 
decorations and embellishments in the aheady goige- 
ous palaces in which he pleased to reside. He was 
still unwearied in his monstrous demands from the 
resources of the people, inde£a.tigable in the accomr 
plishment of all his lascivious pursuits, and deaf to 
the voice of remonstrance and humanity. 

This insulted naticoi, at the commencement of the 
year 

1829 

exhibited strong marks of determinate opposition to 
the tyrannous impositions forced upon the rights and 
liberties of a . professedly free country. The bill for 
the emancipation of the Catholics received the Royal 
assent this year« Although this was an expedient 
measure, and admitted Catholic members into the two 
houses of parliament, yet it can only be r^arded as a 
'^ tub to the whale." It, doubtless, was considered, 
by the Son of Mars, and has most ingenious Secretary 
of State, as a safe retreat from the overpowering 
nimber$ and arms of the enemy ! We would suggest 
tha^ from this time, they each should have changed 
their mottos, by which their nobh femihes are distin- 
goished. His Grace to substitute ^'I am minister, 
and therefore must be mad f Sir Robert, '' A wise 
man will not object to change his opinions.". 
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We pass oY€€ the circumstance of the quanrel be- 
tween Winchekea and his Grace of Wdlington^ merely 
remarking that, what is esteemed honourable in the 
conduct of a man of title and consequence, in the 
case of a peasant, would be punished with severe fine 
and loss of liberty. 

Amongst the occurrences of this time, we cannot 
help noticing the pompous enthronement of one of 
the pretended followers of the meek and lowly Jesus, 
the bishop of London, which took place in St. Paul's 
cathedral, on the 16th of January. The cathedral 
was fiUed, at a very early hour, with a crowd of curious 
people, to witness the installation of Dr. Bloomfield 
After the parade of being met by the bishop of Llandaff 
(Dr. Copleston) the prebends, canons, and other func- 
tionaries, the lord mayor, &c., the installation speecb 
was delivered in the following words :— *' I, Dr. Co- 
pleston, of the cathedral church of St. Pa.ul^ do in- 
duct, instal, and enthrone You, the Bight Reverend 
Father in God, Charles James, by divine permissioii, 
bishop of London, into the bishopric and episcopacy 
of London ; and the Lord preserve thy going out and 
coming in, from this time forth for ever more ; and 
mayest thou remain in justice and sanctity, and adom 
the place thou art delegated to by God, God is 
powerful, and may he increase your grace." How 
&r the bishop was delegated by God, we do not pre- 
tend to determine ; but fifteen thousand poimds per 
annum for the great labours attendant upon this office 
was not, we venture to think, a matter of indifi^rence 
to the pious bicJiop ; because such a sum would enable 
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him to be charitable to the poor, as well as to keep his 
church in good repair (9) 

In the Novembet of this year, died Thomas Garth, 
esquire, general in his Majesty's service, and colond 
of the First, or Royal regiment of Dragoons. This 
gallant general had the good fortune to render him- 
self agreeable to a certain lady of illustrious birth, 
by whom, it was said, he had one son, who bears 
the general's name, and who now is a captain in 
the army. This son was the chief mourner at the 
funeral of the general, which took place on the 27th 
of November, at St. Martin's in the Fields. It is, 
however, very probable, that the mystery of this 
very extraordinary affau: will, ere long, be explained, 
i though it may not redound to the chastity of royalty. 
Many places and pensions have been bestowed to 
I prevent the exposure of the circumstances attending 
I the captain's birth, but we have reason to think that 
; TRUTH will ultimately prevail. We could ourselves 
; elucidate this matter a little, if we deemed it requi- 
i site. In referring to subjects of this nature, we can* 
not help pitjdng the imbecility and sorrows of George 
the Third, which were, doubtless, considerably heightr 
; ened, though not originally produced, by the delin- 
quencies of his &mily, both male and female. 

* 

In the early part of the year 

1830, 

p 

ii 

the king's health materially declined, though the great- 
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ert secrecy pvevidled at Windsor iqpan the subject 
His disease, however, progressively increased, and is 
the latter end pf March, his Majesty became imable 
to take his usual exercise in the park. From time to 
time, the organs of the court pronounced his Majesty 
again in tolerable health, and announced the king s 
intention to hold a drawing room at St. James' ; bu: 
at the same time they well knew there was no prok- 
biUty that such an event could take place. 

On the 16th of April, the first bull^in was issued 
and this official document regularly appeared till the 
announcement of the royal demise^ which was as 
follows : 

^'His Majesty e^qpired at a quarter past 
o^clock this momiig, in the 68th year of his ag^ 



tor Caakr 



lu tuc uc^ifU ^csu: \3x iu» age, auu 

t&ffk.—Jtme 26<A, 1830, Wind- 



After the usual ceremony of lying in state had been 
observed^ George the Fourth was cons^ned to the 
royal vault, at Windsor, (m Thursday, the ISth of 
July. We do not consider it forms any part of our 
duty to dwell upon the pomp and parade of the royal 
funeral, and shall ther^ore proceed to consider mat- 
ters of greater importance. 

We have so often had occasion to speak of the ac- 
tions of George the Fourth, that our readers must be 
already acquainted with the leading traits of his cha^ 
racter. To say that he was handsome, dressed tvell, 
possessed jslegant and fascinati$ig manners^ and held 
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imself in the highest estimation, would only be to 
cho a " thrioe-told tale/* But what ware such acconi'* 
^lisliments to the country in general, when their poch 



essor owned the baseist and most vindictive hearts 
liat ever disgraced the himian bos<nn ? Would his 
i4mdsome persnn atone, in the eyes of fond and doting 
parents, for the seduction of their daughters 9 Would 
tiis splendid hahilaments afford a recompence to his 
ruined creditors 9 Would Yi^fasdnMing manners com- 
pensate his injured and cTueUg-^jppfessed w^e, for thfii 
brutal, unrfianhf, and ir^amous treatment she received 
from him ? Or would his self-hve satisfy the keamltf^ 
taxed people, who were compelled to administer to 
his extravagant demands for Jinery and boMbles 9 As-> 
suredly not; and such accomplishments, therefore, 
only tended to render the actions of his Majesty more 
disgusting in the eyes of the better part of the com- 
munity. In truth, his late Majesty thought of nothing 
but his personal ease and contforts. When his mis- 
tresses or his fiiends became troublesome, they were 
instantly and imceremoniously dismissed, without 
causing the '^ first gentleman in the woiU" the least 
uneasiness as to their future good or iH foitane. in 
politics, he leagued himself with the Whigs, as long 
as they served his purposes, but directly they gave 
him the least trouble, he disowned thehr acquaintance. 
He indulged the follies and vices of his chosen com- 
panions, till indulging them longer became irksome. 
He supported the principles of his &mily as long as 
supporting them answered his ends. He consented to 
the passing of the Catholic Relief Bill on the same 

z2 
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prinoiple as he had shaken off poor Mrs. Bx)bmson 
ProtestantiBm and Perdita were voted bores, andk 
therrfore took the etuiest course to rid himself o{ 
both. He disHked public exhibitions^ because tky 
gave him trouble, and kq>t him a few hours from in- 
dulgiog his passions, which he considered as so mucli 
time lost. This is the true character of George tlie 
Fourth, whatever his minions may say to the contiary. 

Passing over many circumstances, of dubious im- 
port, relative to the departed monarch, we proceed to 
notice some transactions of an unhappy complexioB, 
and which reflect no small portion of dishonor upoo 
his memory. When the late J}vke of York returned 
from his military education in Prussia, he unfor- 
tunately brought with him the prevailing vice o(^ 
principal courts of Germany, namely, that of gam- 
bling ; and to his inordinate attachment to that nuii- 
ous propensity may be attributed the frequent loss d 
property and personal disgrace he endured. The 
late monarch, also, was equally addicted to a love 0! 
play, and the sum allowed him when he attained iis 
majority soon proved insufficient to supply the Bft- 
tural ccmsequences of this uncontrouled passion, and 
his very lavish expenditure in finery of all kinds* 

In consequence of the mutual embarrassments of 
these royal brothers, they found themselves under 
the absolute necessity of raising money, to dischaigf 
some of their most pressing accounts* The prince? 
in conjunction with the Dukes of York and Clarence, 
tried every imaginable source in this country, fr^^ 
which it was thought a supply could- be raised, sufr 
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Lent to avert the impending storm v^hich huiig vbver 
leir heads; but all their endeavours &iled. As a 
LSt resource^ the late monarch was advised to attempt 
loan in Holland ; and Messrs. Bonney and Sunder*- 
md, then of George^yard, Lombardnstreet, were ap- 
ointed notarial agents for the verification of the 
onds; and the late Mr. Thomas Hammersley; of 
'all-mall, banker, was to receive the subscriptions, 
xid to pay the dividends thereon, to the holders on 
he joint bonds of the Prince of Wales, the Duke of 
fork, and the Duke of Clarence. The sum intended 
o be raised was about one miUion sterling; the greater 
>art of which, it is rationally presumed, was subscribed 
or byfore^ houses only, at a price which would 
lave proved very satisfiictory if the contract had been 
aithfiilly fulfilled. The negotiation for this loan 
^onunenced in 1788; but an interruption to its com- 
pletion was occasioned by the death of Mr* Bonney, 
:he notary. It was ultimately confirmed, to the 
^eat loss of those who had so rashly speculated in 
mch a questionable security. The loan was to bear 
six per cent, interest, and the revenues of their royal 
Kighnesses were to be invested in the hands of the 
late Dukes of Northumberland and Portland, in order 
to ensure the due payment of interest and principal. 
A large portion of the money, to the amount of nearly 
half a million, had been received by the princes when 
the revolution in France, in 1792, presented an oppor- 
tunity to resii^t the payment of those bonds which had 
been circulated, and even the INTEREST due upon 
them was REFUSED. During the revolution, some 
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of file koUen of these bonds escaped^ and arrived in 
England ; and as their last resoorce, they made no- 
menyua ai^plieations to the pcinoes for die interest da? 
to them, if it were not qiiU» convenient to dacharge 
the b&mb in fvU* But the laahodoisers of tiie pnnce 
pretmded that tb,^ present holders were not entitled te 
the inteceat, as they presmned the b&ndJSdeholdm 
had perished during the troubles in France and Hoi' 
land ; imd that, consequmitly, other ckims were not 
legaL On the part of the clmmants, the bonds were 
produced which they had BOUGHT, and assated 
their r^ht to daam interest and principal equally as if 
they had been the original siAscribers. 

This evasive attatnpt to resist the just dusoharge of 
loans, raised at such great haaaids, must ever be con- 
sidared as an indelible stain upon the character of the 
princes concemed. We, however, must acquit the 
Duke of Clarence from any participation in the prop 
of these bonds ; his natural affection for hia two elder 
brothers, as wdl as his generous dispositicm (always 
inherent in the breast of a TRim British Sailor) in- 
duced him to add his name to the bonds as a furih& 
security to their holders ; and we doubt not that his 
present Majesty will, if he have ndt €Ureadgf done so^ 
make all the rq)aration in his power to the heirs of 
the original sufferers in these vary dishonorable trans- 
actions. 

The holders of these bonds finding themselves so 
unjustly treated, 'M. Martionac, one of the origiiial 
subscribers to them, made an application to the Court 
of Chancery, and the affair came on by way of motioii. 
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Sir Ardnx^ Pigbtt, who was then Attomey^General to 
he Duchy of Cornwall, replied, timt he had never 
leard of the existence of sach bonds ; but his own 
ipinion was, that the mhappy condition of Prance and 
HoUand rendered the identificatum of the hand fide 
wlders almost impossible, even presuming they ever 
hud existed; but the inquiry should be made in the 
^rc^er quarter I" That inquiry, however, never hene-^ 
itted the distressed refugees. Sir Artliur Pigott, the 
legal adviser of the Prince of Wales, might, to please 
[lis master, attempt to deny the existence of these 
nominal securities ; but positive proof against such 
denial was, that they were actually floating in the 
'' money market," as common as any other securitff at 
rHAT VBRY TIME ! There was scarcely a broker on the 
Exchange who had not some portion of them for sale ; 
and it was an indisputable truth that means, of a 
disreputable nature, were used to depreciate their value 
in the money market. 

We must not here pass over the sus{»cious con- 
duct (rdative to these bonds) of the th^i Secretary 
of State for the Home Department. Under the 
specious pretext of enforcing the AUen Act, this 
gentleman caused the whole of these injured claim- 
ants to be taken and put on board a vessel in the 
Thames, which was stated to be ready to sail fw 
Holland.' This vessel, however, cast anchor at the 
Nore, for the professed purpose of waiting to receive 
the necessary papers from the office of the Secretary 
of State ! The heart-rending destiny of these un- 
fortunate victims now only remains to be told. 
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Although no chaige was preferred against ibem, they 
were thus unoermiomouslj sent out of the kmgdom 
by the decree of arbitrary power. From the list d 
twenty^six unfwtunate creditors of the priiu^es, /our- 
teen of them were traced to the guillotine. The 
other twelve perished by another concocted plan of 
the hirelings of power. The two principal money- 
lenders^ M. Abraham and M. Simeon Boas^ of tbe 
Hague, were endeavouring to maintain their shat- 
tered credit, and actually paid the interest^ due 
upon these bonds, for two years themselves / but they 
were finally ruined, and one of the brothers pot 
an end to his existence by a pistol, — ^the other by 
poison! 

Similar tragical scries w^re attendant upon an- 
other loan, raised for the princes by M. John Jakes 
DE BsAUMB, and prepared by Mr. Becknkl* The 
signed acknowledgment of the princes was for one 
hundred thousand pounds, payable to the said D£ 
Beaubie, and vesting in him the power to divide 
this bond into shares of one thousand pounds each, by 
printed copies of the bond, &c. The original bond 
was deposited, for safety, in the bank of Ransom, 
MoRLAND, and Hammersly, while an attested copy, 
as well as the bankers' acknowledgment of their 
holding such security, were given to De Beaume 
as a proof of his autiiority in being the agent of the 
three English princes. They also gave him a letter 
of introduction to their correspondent in Paris, M. 
Pj^rreoaux. After considerable difficulty, and after 
having remitted and paid to the princes two hundred 
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thauscmd pounds, in money and jewels, M. dk Beaumb 
and his associates were apprehended and charged with 
treason, for asserting that George the Third of Eng- 
land was King of France! ! I These unfortunate men 
were tried, condemned, and actually EXECUTED 
upon this paltry chaige within twenty-four hours 
after their mock trial ! So perished Richard Chau- 
DOT^ Mestrirer Niette, De Beaume^ and Aubert^ 
either for purchasing the shares of the princes' se^ 
curities, or for negotiating them. Such also was 
the £9.te of Viette, a rich jeweller, who had bought 
largely of the shares from De Beaume. 

Would that we could here close the catalogue 
of black offences against certain individuals; but 
we are obliged, as honest historians, to refer to the 
cruel death of Charles Vaucher, a banker in Paris. 
This gentleman quitted France in 1792, and fixed 
his residence in England, where he married an 
English lady. He had been the purchaser of twenty 
shares of the princes' bond, and, as was naturally to 
be expected, made application for the interest due 
thereon. The claim being refused, the injured gen- 
tleman applied for legal advice and assistance ; but it 
was rejected, because the bond had not been named 
in the schedule laid before the commissioners ap- 
pointed to examine into the extent of the debts 
of the Prince George/ Further application was 
made ; though, in the room of obtaining Justice, this 
insulted person received an official order to quit 
England within the space of FOUR DAYS ! Having 
other affairs to arrange, M. Vaucher petitioned the 
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Ihike of Porthnd to 9iU>whaaU> vernal 
6/ his €ffaiT9i — but his petitioii was B£FUSED ; and 
a aK^nrriin^ signed by the Duke, dbrectmg Wilfiam Boss 
and George Higgins, two of his Migesty's messen- 
gers, to take M. Vaucher into custody, till he shonli 
be sent out of the country, which was immediately 
put in force! This unfortunate man was convq^ed 
to Rotterdam, and from thence to Paris, where he 
was inymsaned. On the 22nd of December, 1195, 
his trial took place upon similar charges as those of 
M. DB Bbauhe, and he was soon found gmlijii 
and GUILLOTINED! 

We could recite many other crimes relative to these 
bonds; but we think we hear the shocked reader 
exclaim, ''Hold! enough!'' Indeed sadi sickemg 
details can hardly find credence in the minds of hmr- 
able men. To offer any palliation <^ such monstrom 
atrocities would only be an insult to the understaiid^ 
ings of all unprejudiced observers of royalty ! 

At the time of the Prince of Wales' greatest em- 
barrassments, an attempt was made to divert the 
country into a belief of the honorable intentions of his 
royal highness by the sale of his racing stud, and some 
other property. But no sooner had parliament voted 
suffident money to relieve the prince from his debts 
than the ttirf estabhsfament was revived in a moie 
rtdnous style than ever ; the field of dissipation afid 
extravagance enlarged, and fresh debts contracted to 
an enormous amount, which were not in his or the na- 
tion's power to discharge. Such abominable conduct 
would not have been tolerated had not the professed 
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representatiyes of England (who were the nominees 
of a haughty and unfeeling aristocracy) put it beyond 
the remedy of the majority of the people. At^the 
periods to which we now refer^ the most disgraceM 
sums were voted for the repairs and embellishments 
of Brighton Pavilion, Windsor Castle, Windsor Cot- 
tage (so called) the Palace at Pimlico, and other fan- 
cifid buildings of royalty. The money required for 
these purposes, be it remembered, was drained from 
a heavily-oppressed people, whose industry, economy 
and honesty were in the aggregate without a parallel. 
But it is a lamentable truth, that, during the reigns 
of George the Third and Fourth, the kings and royal 
family received, by income appointed for their use, in 
seventy years, the sum of ONE HUNDRED MIL- 
LIONS OF MONEY! !I From the accession of 
George the Third to the death of George the Fourth, 
the royal expenditure was nineiff-two milUons, ninety 
thousand, eight hundred, and seven pounds 1 Yet^ in 
this amount, the salaries and official emoluments of 
the royal dukes are not included from the year 1815. 
We cannot help contrasting the eml done with the 
benefits that might have been bestowed. What a fund 
this would have made to lessen the hardships imposed 
upon the poor! — ^to mitigate the sufferings of the 
meohanie! — ^and to lighten the burden of the honest 
citizen ! But, in the place of these heavenly calls 
upon humanity, it was expended to gratify pride and 
vke. The delight of doing good was the last senti- 
ment for consideration ; and though a vast field wa& 
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Open for the exercise of benevolence, yetthe offices 
of real greatness were always neglected* 
. During the reign of his late Majesty, the mimsteis 
of the ** established church,** who were ready to mctir 
fice principle and honesty, found an easy maiket for 
their holy services; and, in proportion to the caUom- 
ness and hypocrisy displayed, they were rewarded ¥fitb 
bishopricks, deaconries, and other laboriotis offices 
in the church. While some prelates received from 
twenty thousand pounds per annum, and upwards; 
hundreds of poor and restricted rectors, vicars, and 
curates were only allowed the paltry stipend, upoo 
an average, of ninety pounds a year ! The " Right 
Reverend Fathers in God" lived in splendid palaces, 
attended by hosts of menials, surrounded with luxu/j 
and excess, admitted to the royal 'presence, and 
shared in his indulgences. But the latter class of 
neglected individuals existed in retired hamlets^ ob- 
scure villages, or in towns where the aristocratic 
patron had always a majority* 

A very excellent article lately appeared in '^ Black- 
wood's Magazine," setting forth the abuses here 
alluded to in the most able manner, and from which 
we ^e the Mowing paragraphs : 

'^ The trusts of the church are admitted to be, and 
used as, patronage in the most vulgar and corrupt 
sense of the term ; and the minister of state who be- 
stows them regularly does it to enrich his connexions, 
reward his adherents, or bribe his opponents. Wh; 
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is this man made a bishop ? He has been tutor in one 
noble family or is connected by blood with another, 
or he enjoys the patronage of some polluted female 
favourite of royalty, or he is the near relative of a 
minister, or at the nod of the premier, or he has 
been a traitor to the church in a matter affecting her 
existence. Why is this man made a dean ? He has 
married a relative of the Home Secretary, or he is a 
turncoat, who has joined the enemies of the church 
in the destruction of her securities, or it is necessary 
to pr^erve some powftl 6™ly from going mtoZ 
opposition. Why is this stripling invested with an 
important dignity in the church ? He is an illegiti- 
mate son of a member of the royal family, or he is the 
same to some nobleman, or he belongs to a family, 
which in consideration of it will give the ministry a 
certain number of votes m parliament. And why is 
this man endowed with a valuable benefice ? He has 
potent interest, or it will prevent him from giving 
farther opposition to measures for injuring the church, 
or he has voted at an election for a ministerial can- 
didate, or his connexions have much electioneering 
influence, or he is a political tool of the ministry. 
At the contest for the university of Oxford, which ex- 
pelled Sir Robert Peel, it was generally asserted, that 
certain members of the ministry used every effort to 
gain votes for him by offers of church preferment ; or, 
in other words, they used the property of the church 
as bribes to induce the clergy to support the assailant 
f of her securities against the defender of them. After 
the carrying of the catholic question, the preferments 
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which fell into the hands of some of tiie apostate 
bishops or their connexions^ proved that these men 
had been bought with their own property, to turn 
their saciilegioiis hands upon her. The disposal of 
what is called church patronage in this manner is ffo( 
the exception, but the rule; it is not a matter of se- 
crecy^ or one that escapes public observatian; 'ti& 
looked on as a thing of course ; and so fer has tUs 
monstrous abuse been sanctified by custom, that, 
while no one expects to see a vacancy in the churcli 
filled according to its merit, the filling of it in tk 
most profligate way scarcely provokes reprobation. 

" Let us now look at those appointments in tlie 
church which are not in the hands of goverranent 
A great number of livings are private property. On 
what principle are they dii^osed of? The owners 
fill them without the least regard for qualifications; 
they practically give them to their relations while yet 
in the womb or the cradle, and these relatives enter 
into orders from no other reason than to enjoy tbem 
as private fortunes; or clergymen and others buy 
such livings solely for private benefit. In the ap- 
pointment of curates, those are chosen who are 
cheapest, the least formidable as rivals, and^ in con- 
sequence, the most disqualified ; care for the interests 
of the church is out of the question. 

" Then in the general appointment of the fiinc- 
tionaries of the church, whether it rest with the go^ 
vemment or individuals, qualification is disregarded. 
These are some of the inevitable consequences :-- 
1st. The office of clergyman is sought by the vei) 
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last people who ought to receive it. However brain- 
less or profligate a youth may be. he still must enter 
into holy Zlrs, iL^ hi. «enda ha™ property or 
interest in the church ; perhaps they select him for it 
in preference to his brothers^ because he happens to 
be the dunce of the family. 2ndly. The system di- 
rectly operates, not only to keep ability and piety at 
the lowest point amidst the clergy, but to render that 
portion of them which may be forced into orders use- 
less to the church. 3rdly. The clergy and laity are 
separated from and arranged against each other. 
The minister has no interest m concihating, preserv- 
ing, and increasing the flock ; its favour cannot be- 
nefit^ and its hostility cannot injure, him. To give all 
this the most comprehensive powers of mischief, 
almost any man may, so far as concerns ability and 
character, gain admission into holy orders. A clergy- 
man may be destitute of religious feeUngs, he may be 
grossly immoral, he may discharge his duties in the 
most incompetent manner, and lose his flock ; he may 
do almost any thing short of legal crime, and still he 
will neither forfeit his living, nor draw on himself 
any pimishment." 

Every unbiassed individual will acknowledge the 
justness of these remarks, notwithstanding the. high 
Tory quarter from which they emanate. We are 
aware these abuses have been practised ever since the 
unholy alliance between church and state, but they 
were certainly carried to a greater extent in the last 
two . reigns than ever before known. Little serious 
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amendment in the particulars here complained of, 
however^ can be hoped for, till this all^orrupti^ 
and derogatory alliance shall be for ever severed; 
which, if we prophecy aright, is not far distant 
The church-bantlings themselves seem determined 
to hasten this '^ consummation so devoutly to be 
wished;" for they must have but little foresight if 
they cannot see that their mad opposition to tlie 
general wishes of the people will, ere long, bring their 
own dilapidated building about their ears. 

On the 28th of June, his royal highness the Duke 
of Clarence was publicly proclainied king, by the title 
of William the Fourth. From the well-known gene- 
rosity of this prince's disposition, the most sanguine 
expectations were formed, that improvements in the 
general condition of the people would speedily take 
place. One thing, at least, was certainly expected, 
that the reign of expensive and ridiculous baubles 
had passed, and persons would now only be known, 
esteemed, and rewarded, according to their merit 
and the real services rendered to their country. It 
was a natural belief that a " Sailor King" would dis- 
miss all unnecessary parade made for private pur- 
poses, and act upon the more solid principle of sanc- 
tioning laws for the public good. Pageantry has too 
often been made the net to catch the gaze of aston- 
ished ignorance ; while the people appear to forget 
that the money to pat/ for the passing spectacle has 
been drawn from their ozm pockets. This kind oi su- 
perstition, if we may term it so, is very fevourable to 
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the views of interested politicians and tyrannical 
kings ; but it will ever be discarded by the really 
virtuous prince. 

It may be in the recollection of our readers^ that 
the Duke of Wellington or Sir Robert Peel thought 
it prudent to advise the king from pa3ring his pro* 
mised visit to the newly-elected Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, on the 9th of November, and much disturbance 
was the natural result. It is almost unnecessary to 
offer an observation upon this piece of imbecility in 
the " First Captain of the Age," as it was certainly 
sanctioned, if not originally proposed, 1^ him. The 
affair was made a jest of in almost all companies ; 
and pretty correct ideas were soon formed as to the 
probable duration of so weak a ministry. 

On the 16th of November, the Duke of Wellington 

and Sir Robert Peel resigned their offices, much to 

the satisfaction of the community in general, who 

were weary of Tory domination and impositions. 

The duke had professed himself adverse to all Re- 

/arm; and that declaration was quite sufficient to 

make him an object of disgust to the millions over 

whom he ventured to preside. Sir Henry Pameirs 

motion was supposed to be the immediate cause of 

the duke's resignation ; but his grace did not owe his 

fall to intrigue or faction- No minister, indeed, 

could possibly have been shewn more lenity. His 

resignation was the result of a succession of his oztm 

acts, so well Calculated to hurl him from office, that 

no enemy, however ingenious, could have effected it 

better. The duke's fall should operate as a warning to 

A A 
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others Bot to despise the pnblic vwbb, ifdlh a viewto 
please » few interested and ctrnnerant lards^ wholbe 
on the industry of the working classes^ and whose 
views have ever heen averse to unRrr and nm 
Such characters mQ always, be found cawardi m die 
hour of dagger, and be thejirst to ^s^ the minis^ 
ter who may have been weak eitou^ to relyiipon 
then for support. 

A few days after the resignation of the Dtike i 
Wellington and his oc^eagues^ a new.fnini/^tiywis 
Ibrmed under the auspices of Earl Grey, as Fint 
Lord of the Treasury, who had been, far a nunri)^ 
of years, the rnisuccessfid advocate of Parliamefibrj 
Reform. Amongst the illustrious individuals selected 
to act witfti his lordship, we may enumerate the fol- 
lowing: 

Mr. Broogham, Lord Chancellor; 

Lord Aithoip, Chancellor of the Exchequer; 

Viscount Melbourne, Home Secretary ; 

Sir James Oikham, First Xiord of tibe Admiralty ; 

Loid HoUand, Chancellor of ^ Dudiy of hsB- 

caster; 
Lord Dorham, Lord Priry Seal; 
Maiquis of Lansdowne, President of ike CouDcil; 
Marquis of Anglesea, Lord Lieutenant of ir^^* 
Sir H. Pamdl, Master of Hx Mmt ; 
Lofld Phinkett, Lord Chimcellor «xf Irehmd ; 
Mr. Stanley, CSnef Secr^wy for irelandt 
Mr. Penman, Attorney General 
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Every one of these gentlemen had many tunes ex- 
pressed an unalterable love of liberty, and avowerf 
themselves the unalienable supporters and defend* 
ers of *'the rights of the people." Earl Grey had 
Tendered himself particularly popular by his warm 
and magnanimous declarations in favour of the peo- 
ple in 1793 ; and the country, therefore, had good 
reason to hope for a speedy alteration in the repre- 
sentation of the country, as a prelimiiiary step to 
other beneficial measures. His lordship took ofBce 
upon a bold political basis, namely, *^ As the positive 
advocate of reform, retrenchment, and peace!" 

At the entrance of Earl Grey into office, he was 
perfectly acquainted with the dissatisfaction of all 
classes of society, in reference to the extreme burdens 
levied upon them. We do not here include the aris- 
tocracy, because they are hardly to be considered as 
a portion of society. They are only the locusts who 
feed upon the community, and who, therefore, have 
an entirely separate interest. At this period, the 
Civil List was a scandal to the country, as well as an 
insolent mockery upon the starved condition of the 
working classes, — ^the real and only tax-payers. 

At the commencement of the year 

1831, 

every breast beat high with ,hope upon the aU-en- 
grossing subject of parliamentary reform. To this, 
the people looked for the means to eflFect a beneficial 

A A 2 
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change in their condition. They aippesred to feel its 
Importance more and more^ as every public transac- 
tion of the late '' mighty ones" convinced the suffer- 
ering many^ that forbearance had become a crime; 
and they therefore prepared themselves for the fi^t 
Truth, however, compels us to state^ that, even in 
this virtuous ministry, place and pension were not ob- 
jects of minor importance ; for the emoluments given 
to the £Eunily connexions of Earl Grey, very soon 
after his appointment as First Lord of the Treasury, 
including himself, his brothers, brothers-in-law, sons, 
and cousins, amoimted to upwards of sixty thousani 
pounds per annum! Does this agree with the pro- 
fessions of a retrenching minister? Does it not rather 
prove that the fleece was the flrst object of the shep- 
herd, and Hie flock but a secondary consideration ? 

The subject of Reform was brought forward on the 
1st of March, by Lord John Russell.. The introduc- 

• • * 

Jtory part of his speech could not be very satisfactory 
Xq ; the public generally, because it appeared tinged 
with /ear. His lordship said, '* I rise^ Sir, with feel- 
ings of the deepest anxiety, to bring forward a ques- 
tion, which, unparalleled as it is in importance, is as 
imparalleled in difficulties/' Why this timid ap- 
proach, we would ask, to the discussion of a subject 
wherein the nation was so particularly and essentially 
concerned? We presume the noble lord was well 
aware of the component parts of the British govern- 
ment ; and therefore spoke with d^erence to the tefi- 
der feelings of the representatives (so called) of the 
people. It is very apparent^ that at this period the 
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government thought it the more prudent plan to 
{Strengthen itself by the sacrifice of abuses> which 
were, of necessity^ placing it in collision ivith the 
public, rather than submit to fiirther exposure and 
ultinoiate detection. Alas! the Commons House of 
Parliament was so constituted, as to be entirely de- 
pendent on the tyrannical peers. Hence arose the 
difficulty of the minister and his colleagues. ' But did 
they not know these things before their acceptance 
of office ? And were they not aware of the utter 
IMPOSSIBILITY of carrying their bill of reform ? 

DtuJng the debates upon the reform bill, the tory 
locusts displayed their usual cunning, and very openly 
and innocently avowed that it was unconstitutional 
to permit guilt to be exposed in its native colours. 
The petitions upon this subject were numerous and 
patriotic in sentiment. The bill was, however, lost 
in the Upper House, on account of which the king 
dissolved the two houses of legislation. > 

In the selection of new members of Parliament the 
energies of the people were above all praise ; they re- 
deemed their almost ruined character, and efiectually 
proved themselves deserving the name of Britons. 
The strongest fortresses of corruption were attacked 
with a vigour unequalled in former times, and, in a 
great majority of cases, the fiiends of liberty came 
off victorious. Amongst the most remarkable were 
the triumphs in the county of Westmoreland, the hot- 
bed for the last seventy years of the Lowther family ; 
in the county of Northampton, which ousted the tory 
member, who had comfortably walked over the course 
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for the preceding twenty years. The little county d 

Huntingdon also made a detennined stand against 

the domineering influence of the Duke of MaHoliester, 

Lady Spanrow^ and all the other leading tory finnfies 

in the county^ and triulnphlintly returned J. B. 

Rooper^ Esq., as their honest reform member, thiou^ 

the able assistance of Capt. Duberly and Geoige 

Game Day, Esq., who generously guarteteed the 

expenses of the election, (since netoly repaid them) 

in furthering so desirable an object. The persecuting 

Duke of Newcastle's nominee was obliged to reagn 

the contest for his Grace's hitherto close borough 

of Newark; and the exquisite Marquis of Exeter 

could only return one member for his dS^ar borougb 

of Stamford. Numerous other victories over ovfm- 

5I0N might be named, did our limits permit. 

On the 2l8t of June, the king opened the session 
of Parliament in person. His Majesty read his pre- 
pared speech from the throne, in which the remoi^ 
for the dissolution was stated as follows : 

" Having had recourse to that measure (the disso- 
lution of Parliament) for the purpose of ascertaining 
the sense of my people on the expediency of a Ref(3ir^ 
in the Representation, I have now to reconunend that 
important question to your earliest and most attentive 
consideration, confident that, in any measures whicb 
you may prepare for its a^ustment, you will carefully 
adhere to the acknowledged principles of the Consti- 
tution, by which the Prerogatives of the Crown, the 
authority of both Houses of Parliament, and the 
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rights and fiberties <tf the pe€file^ ore equally se^ 



91 



In qnte of this dear dediarafcioB, the ofpaoents 
of re&mn obstiliately assetted, that the stopping 
of tlfee supplies was the reai cmise ot the dissolution. 
We mention this drcmnstance merely to point out 
the HdicuUms importance attadoed to it by the baffle 
enemies of the people. No man of comuoaon under- 
standing could ofasenre any myatoy aa to the ctmse 
of the dissolution. The boroughntongers, and other 
l^eUngs of the aristocracy, were sent about their 
business, to face their indignant constituents, not 
because they refused supplies, but because tiie reform 
bill could not be carried in their masier's House; 
General Gascoigne's artful motion to delay the sup* 
pHes was intended as a ruse to hinder the pasmg 
of this biUi but in this the Tory faction outwitted 
themselves, and the chagrin and disappointm^ot 
manifested at the non*-success of their plot must be 
in the recollection of our readers. The House of 
Commons, in short, at this time, was I&e a bear- 
garden, and totally unmanageable. The ministers, 
therefore, consulting the safety of tl» empire, dis- 
banded the &ctious crew, and a|qpealed from the 
Ho^ise to the country. The result was gratifying, in 
the extreme, to every ekemt of opfkbssion; for 
wherever the pa^le had a neice, they gave it in 
favour of reform candidates, and in open defiance 
of the threats of their tyrannical landlords. 
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At this period, the fortunate Prince Leopold vras^ 
chosen King of Belgium. His serene highness, or 
Majesty, therefore prepared to leave his less dan- 
gerous situation of overseer of the rabbiis, dad ckri 
of the vegetable garden, at Claremont ; and ventured 
On the hazardous, though dazzling, office of a king. 
He could not recast the alluring charm of a cr&m; 
though he seemed determined that England should 
not gain much by this change, as he took good 
care to burden this country with pensions forliis 
German adherents, as well as retaining ClaxCTiont, 
in case necessity might, at some future period, coin- 
pel him to seek an asylum there* We have m 
personal dislike to Leopold; but we cannot help 
feeling indignant at the mean and petty actions of 
which he was guilty. He married the idol of the 
English nation, and was pensioned for life (in case 
of the demise of the Princess Charlotte) to the enor- 
mous annual amount oijifty thousand pounds^ be- 
sides the free possession of Claremont, and mani 
other favours. But, in the name of Charity, what 
good did this German pen^oner ever do for the 
country from which he drew this extravagant sum! 
Truth answers — nothing! Even the few pensions 
which the Princess Charlotte left to her fidthfiil 
servants^ he grudgingly discharged for a few yeais, 
and then refused payment altogether, on the^nus^r' 
able plea that he could not afford to pay them. His 
pusillanimous conduct in objecting to investigate the 
cause of his consorts death, lest it should offend izi^ 
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royal father-in-law, must ever be viewed with a sus-» 

picious eye. In his conversation with Queen Car* 

roline relative to this unfortunate circumstance, to 

which we have before alluded, he acknowledged his 

suspicions, wluch, he said, was further excited ** by 

the EXCESSIVE JOY the royal famUy shewed at her 

death ; . for the Regent and the Duke of York got 

DRUNK upon the occasion'' These, we pledge our*^ 

selves, were his serene highness' OWN WORDS^ 

verbatifn et literatim. We do not hesitate to say, 

further, that Leopold had a direct INTEREST in, 

preventing all inquiry into the base MURDER of his 

Consort ! We would ask this prince, WHY he had 

such an enormous sum voted to him, in case of 

the DEMISE of the Princess Charlotte? and what 

were the REASONS which induced ministers ta 

force his sister upon the amiable and patriotic Duke 

of Kent ? . May these questions be satis&ctorily an-^ 

swered to the conscience of his serene highness ! 

We have now arrived at the period of the Coro- 
nation of William the Fourth, which took place on 
Thursday, the 8th of September, in Westminster 
Abbey. It is not our intention to enter into the cfe- 
tails. of this imposing scene ; but the mysterious and 
hitherto unaccounted-for absence of the Duchess of 
Kent and her daughter, the Princess Victoria, from 
the ceremony, is a circumstance of so singular a na- 
ture that we cannot refrain from making a few obser* 
vations thereon. Her royal highness' absence was 
supposed to be in pursuance of a systematic opposition 
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on her part to all the wishes and feelmgs ofilieTe. 
fimning king; The puUic aaxknislj inquired, iik 
the admen of tiie Duchess of Kent were. Ah! ^ 
indeed presumed to advise the widow^ ariginalfy, o(a 
Genuan prince^ whose Ugheat. ambition <x>uM hard^ 
have contemplated the possibility of an alliance unth 
the royal fEonily of England ? Why^ the veiry heroUi 
whom England is abeady so much indebted fin: an 
enwmous addition to die pension list! The inter- 
views which the gallant captain held with this mis- 
gnided lady were frequently of a very long duiation, 
we believe somethnes even tweaig-ikree kaan out of 
the iwenty^aur, either at her own hcmse or in her 
OYra carriage t The result waa^ the Duke created^ by 
his eloquence, so strong an in^ession upon her> that 
the agitSation in her whole frame produced a DROP- 
SICAL infection, which rcaadered her too ill to att^ 
the coronation ! We expect shortly to be furnished 
with original documents relative to this delicate affiur, 
when we will speak more openly upon the subject. 

The year concluded without any d^isive diange in 
the aspect of the political world, except on the pait 
of the people. They petitioned, remomtrgMted, tsA 
most earnestly implored the throne to consider and 
redrmih^\rgfie»aMeB. Th«e pmym must, »<»« 
or later, be attended to ; for what wdght in the ba- 
lance can a few hau^ly peers prove against raSBm 
of generous and free-bom patriots 2 None \ And the 
iordfings will shortly learn, that in order '* to do jus- 
tice and love mercy," they must renounce SECRECy) 
DECEPTION, and FALSEHOOD! 
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Having now brought pur '' round unvanushed tale** 
down to the present year^ we cannot permit ourselves 
to part company with our readers before taking a 
general survey of the Truths, the imanswerable 
TRUTHS^ whkh it contains. Authors have too 
often demeaned themselves by concealing foAAs ; andj 
instead of being historians of an action, have proved 
themselves the mere lawyers of a party ; they are r^- 
tained by their principles, and bribed by their interests; 
their narrations are an opening of their case, and in 
front of their histories, therefore, ought to be written, 
" I am for the defendant," or " I am for the plaintiff." 
With such dastardly writers, WE claim no affinity. 
Our unflinching exposures have been made with no 
sinister motives; we have dared to brave prosecutions 
and persecutions ; we have despised and refused the 
BRIBES as we have defied the hate of the MINIONS 
OF POWER ! Our's is the cause, the righteous cause, 
of the insulted and oppressed classes, — ^the REAL 
PRODUCTORS of the national wealth,— who have 
so long endiu*ed the galling yoke of oppression! 
*' Facts are stubborn things ;" and simple arguments, 
united with conmion sense, may finally accomplish 
tJiat which armies will in vain opposie ! The time is 
now &st approaching when prejudices must yield 
precedence to solid arguments ; when honest go- 
vernments must supersede the systems of despotism ; 
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when vice must be recognised, and punished in the 
case of the prince as well as in that of the peasant; 
when superior talents must be permitted to occupy 
superior stations; when individuals^ most suited to 
serve the real interests of the kingdom, must be soli- 
cited to guide the helm of state ; when all policy, 
opposed to freedom, must be annihilated; when kt- 
rested men must quit their seats in the councils, sd 
weak men be afraid to venture another trial ; when 
he who has the heart of a coward, or the spirit of i 
sycophant, will not dare to present himself for Ae 
suffi*ages of a free people ! Yes, we repeat, such an 
era is approaching, with gigantic strides, the land of 
Britain ! and we are about to enjoy that liberty and 
happiness from which our suffering forefathers were 
debarred by the cruel and gory hand of tyramiy / 

if our feeble attempts to explain the misrule of the 
last two reigns, and our expositions ot/ctcts andM 
secrets, to point out the caiise of such misrule, shouli 
assist in producing this happy consummation, our re- 
ward will be ample ; — we desire no more ! 

In taking a review of our past pages, the thougit- 
fiil and intelligent reader will hardly wonder at the 
awfrd complexion the present times have assumed. 
Every evil has its origin ; and, however remote it msj 
be, will ultimately produce its effects. What, then, 
it may be asked, is the cause of the present unhappy 
state of England ? — of its political struggles and din- 
sions ? The offended Majesty of Heaven now bares 
his arm in judgement, to bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness, — the long-concealed secrets of 
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ttate, which have, alas ! led to the commission of 
crimes — of MURDERS ! — ^that must force the tear of 
lity from the eye of compassionating Hmnanity. 

According to the pure fabric of the British consti- 
tution, no nation on the whole surface of the globe 
[>ught to have been more happy, more consolidated 
in fnendly intercourse and good understanding, nor 
more prosperous and contented, than this country. 
On this fabric she was once seated as on a rock, fixed 
^nd immoveable, against which the billows might rage 
^nd beat, but never prevail. Had the original prin^ 
ciples of our constitution been inviolably preserved 
sacred, not all the wars, allowing them to have been 
^necessary, in which we have been involved, would 
have reduced us to our present deplorable situation. 
The enterprising spirit and wealth of the nation 
would, to a great extent, have surmoimted the heavy 
weight of our present enormous national debt, and 
the people of England had still been a happy and 
thriving people. The empire would have preserved 
its national character, and been prepared for every 
event, as well as preserving its commanding attitude 
and dignity in the scale of nations. But an all-oppo* 
sing and insuperable obstacle had obtruded its gorgon 
head, perverting every effort of the nation to resume 
its accustomed postm-e, — every practicability of a 
substantial and effectual relief to a heavily-burd^ed 
people. The embarrassing and overwhelming state 
secrets stood in the way. These were a paramount 
consideration with our rulers ; and, in order to pre- 
serve them intnolable, the order of things was re- 
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versed. Hie enormous charges idiey entailed^ and 
the steady and interested adherence of the parties 
connected mtfa them, have abeady beai explained. 

Thus, then, the T&ry factimt becaine a vide- 
spreading and overwhelming power, 4ievaimng iadl 
the fruits of the land, as well as the products of 
the industrious part of the community. It was not 
simply redeeming extravagantly usurious ham; it 
was not the expense of keeping up the army to a 
war estabiUhment, that paralyzed the efforts of the 
people, for they would willingly have allowed such 
monstrosities ; but it was the ABUSE OF POWER, 
backed by this standing armff, that the people have 
to complain of. Ministers could never have per- 
petrated the impositions that have been practised 
in state matters, in direct violation of the law and 
the constitution, had it not been for the well-paid 
mmy and navy. In order to keep the true state 
of affairs from the people, Pitt, Liverpool, Castle- 
reagh, and Sidmouth, with other men-monsters of 
the same grade, practised every mean artifice, as 
well as committed such abominable offences^ that 
must have ''smelt rank to heaven." Hence the 
Crown became an host of power, perpetually ac- 
quiring an accession of mercenary adherents, ready 
to forge chains for the fettering and subdmng the 
people. 

The most superficial observer must be convinced 
that our country has long been gradually d^ne- 
rating from its greatness; that the most fictitious 
and speculative means have uniformly been devised 
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to prop up her Exchequer; and Uiat tke most 
l^ausiUe^ though, to many, tminteQigiiUe, pleas ad- 
vanoed for introdudi^ new taxes and new laws of 
an arbitrary description, tending to abrk|ge the ciril 
liberties and paralyse the energies of the people. 
These, however, hai^e eventual^ failed <tf producing 
their desired end. DespotiEon, and the total thral- 
dom of the mind, providence wili never aUow to 
be the destiny of gea&coas snd. nobleHmmded Eng- 
lishmen, — at least for any length of tone. An arbi- 
trary use oi power naturaUy leads to extremes, and 
these extremes eyentoally to a critU, opeajng the 
door ci dissatis&ction and inquiry, where a stand 
must be made, iBscnkling every possibiMty dther of 
proceeding further, or <^ retreating. Is not such our 
present political situation ? 

And whence, we would ask, this state of affairs? 
Surely not to be rascribed to a turbulent disposition 
or a moral degeneracy of the people? It is the gross- 
est deceit and hypocrisy, not to say the most auda- 
cious and ungrateful calumny, to stigmatize the 
people of England with such (^probrium ; for never 
were any people more injured, more imposed upon, 
more oppressed, nor more insulted, bowed down to 
the earth with distress and misery, than our country- 
men have been for the last seventy years ! They have, 
indeed, but too tamely yielded suhsussion and respect 
to their rulers, who have absolutely glutted on the 
spoil of their tnditftiy. This, no one can deny, is a 
£adr, impartial, and conscientiaus review of circum- 
stances ; and we defy either a Pitt, a Liverpool, a 
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Castlereagh^ a Sidmouth^ a Grenville, a Dundas, a 
Vapsittart^ an Eldon^ and many others of the same 
clan, or those who secretly associated with that clan, 
— ^the bishops, — ^to gainsay it. The worthies of the 
church, indeed, were ever foremost in acts of tv- 
ranny, as well as in expressions of fiendish joy at the 
success of their vile plots. We well remember the 
late Archbishop of Canterbury manifesting a warn 
sense of deUght at the completion of the ''Man- 
^Chester butchery." 

Every person who will not abjectly resign his com- 
mon understanding, and will bend his mind to inves- 
tigate, impartially, what has been passing since the 
conclusion of the last war, must be satisfied of the 
provocations which have so ruffled the public mind; 
and this indignation, which has now burst forth, never 
will subside till some reparation be made. There 
are appointed Umits to every evil ; there are periods 
when things must reach their utmost boundary; 
when even waters will burst through their barriers, 
too closely pent up. Such has been the issue of 
the long-concealed mysteries of state. Providence, 
we trust, will no more tolerate tjrrannous power, 
murderous injustice, and oppressive enactments. The 
march of intellect has proclaimed her inquisitorial 
privileges. The enlightened imderstanding of these 
times has discovered, to the utter dismay of tyranny; 
that no satisfactory reason could be assigned for the 
jenormous load of taxation with which the peopfe 
have so long been weighed down and oppressed. The 
discovery is now made, that there iiS no justice foi* 
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the poor man, or man of inferior grade; but all 
enactments have been scrupulously in favor of the 
rich and the great. Impunity is their privilege, while 
the mass of the community must subscribe to the pe- 
nalty. Murder, conunitted by rank, may be can- 
celled by a judge ; but the poor man, agonized by 
the reflections of his own accusing mind, is coldly, 
and even with asperity, consigned to the gallows. 
The ladf/ of rank, yea, even of the HIGHEST, 
may have an iUe^timate offspring, and secretly hide 
her shame by consigning her child to an asylum ; ' yet 
the poor woman must be confronted with the moral- 
izing, austere, brow-beating, clerical magistrate, re- 
proached for her unfortunate lapse from virtue, and 
be committed to a prison ! ! ! 

The present period of emancipation from ignorance 
and vassalage has discovered that the administration 
of our national affairs has never been satisfactorily ex- 
plained ; that all has been artifice and delusion, and 
involved in inexplicable mystery; that the rulers of 
the country have assumed to themselves an extraordi- 
nary 'stretch of power, — a power above law, — employ- 
ing the country's revenues in enriching themselves 
and their partizans, corrupting the sources of justice, 
plotting state murders, and destroying every privilege 
of an Englishman's birth-right ; and hence, the peo- 
ple, weary of their burdens, with no prospect pre- 
sented of ameUorating their condition, disgusted with 
those who have so constantly deluded and insulted 
them, have at last determined no longer to submit 
their privileges and their liberties to such a state 
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of things. They have, with one accord^ protested 
against all fiirther fraud, imposition, and slavery, or 
of bearing any longer with their burdens <; but to 
have the principles and legitimate rights of the Britisli 
Constitution restored to their pristine v^oiir<. 

The foundation of all the ills and misfortunes of 
England has been the corruption and abuse of power, 
which have destroyed the very vitals of EngUsh free- 
dom, and the charter of the constitution. There is 
not a nobleman who has been elevated ta the peer- 
age for the last sixty years and upwards, excepting 
some few ihcUviduals in the army and navy, who does 
not owe his rank and title to his weight, interest, ad 
exertions to further and perpetuate the baneful grotpi 
and influence of these destructive engines of the cousr 
try^s downfall and misery • This evil has been gra- 
dually *^ growing with its growth, and strengthening 
with its strength," in all its att^idant mischiefs, till 
at last its bulk became too ponderous and tmmanage- 
able, terminating in those excessive, insupportable iin- 
posts, which have so drained the nation, deprived 
the spirit of industry of its hope of reward, driving 
the people to despair, and extinguishing in their 
breasts all respect for government and the senate; 
deeming them no better, nor any otherwise to be 
considered, than a proud, arbitrary, and selfish faction 
of deceivers, and their bitterest enemies. But at last 
Power has over-reached itself; the machine of poli- 
tical abominations has now gone down; evil ministers^ 
by their exactions^ frauds, and oppressions, have 
sown the seeds of their own destruction Nor ^I 



AUTHENTIC RECORDS. 371 

a stop be put to the demands of the tax-payers, 
till a thorough REFORM in our representative 
system shall take place^ and both corruption and 
abuse be entirely rooted out in every department of 
the State ! 

The whole system of government, indeed, for the 
last two reigns, has been nothing more than a 
system of violation, treachery, tyranny, and iniquity 
throughout. Queen Charlotte, of detestable memory ! 
assisted by her Tory mercenary adherents, ruled 
with despotic power. Ministerial delinquency was 
then, indeed, above aU imaginable villainy and in- 
famy. To paint herself and her minions in their 
proper colours would be impossible; but every 
crime and enormity was sanctioned in her reign (for 
George the Third was a mere cjrpher in the affairs 
of state) that crime and enormity can be supposed 
to comprehend ; spoliation, MURDER, incest, espio^ 
nage, sanguinary plottings, the most inhuman out- 
rages, persecution, and oppression, were of common 
occurrence. Who, we ask, was the secret contriver, 
aider^ and abettor of noost of the ills poor Queen 
Caroline endured ? Who pocketted enormous sums 
from the illegal sale of cadetships ? Who made xm* 
&ir use of government information to speculate in 
the funds for the sake of '^ filthy lucre T Who in- 
dulged in improper intimacies with that wholesale 
inventor of taxes, William Pitt ? Who conceived 
some of the diabolical plots, executed, too &tally 
executed, against the holders of her fevourite prince's 
bonds? And who wrote such TENDER, COM- 
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PORTING, and PROMISING LETTERS to the 
late Dr. CROFT, just before and immediately after 
the execution of that cold-blooded deed^ — the murder 
of the Princess Charlotte? The answer will easily 
be supplied. We have seen the ORIGINALS of 
the letters to which we here allude, and only regret 
that we cannot give them to the world without, bdng 
guilty of a bretich of confidence. They will, however, 
(and at no very distant period, we hope) he mak 
public; for the day of retribution is fistst approaching, 
when JUSTICE will preside at the examination of 
all the circumstances attending that most unnatural 
murder, — the foulest, blackest crime ^' that ever yet 
this land was guilty of Had the secret actions of 
German Charlotte been generally known in her life, 
she would have appeared the basest and most aban- 
doned of women ; but the deception and skew of 
virtue which she practised made people think her 
the most amiable of queens. Had she not have 
shielded her myrmidons from exposure, they would, 
long ago, have proved in the public eye, a 
class of beings of the basest and most odious de- 
scription. Impeachment must have followed upon 
impeachment, and Justice denounced them as men 
who had violated every law of principle and honor, 
of humanity, Christianity, and the statute-book of 
the realm. 

Some of our readers may probably think these 
reproaches are unmerited aspersions, or hateftd in- 
vectives, proceeding from a vindictive, malignant, and 
democratic spirit; and the author deserving to be 
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anathematized as the most execrable of the human 
race. But Truth, irrefragable Truth, has now burst 
her bonds, and will no longer be fettered br pre- 
vented from boldly speaking out ! 

Common observation must have ascertained that, 
for years, ^n unnatural and usurped power has pre- 
vailed, t3rrannically controlling the destinies of this 
country, — a power of a foreign character, and to- 
taQy at variance with the constitution and chartered 
rights of England ! Did not Junius expose the e7/e- 
galittf of this power? and did not the noble-minded 
Chatham remonstrate against it? But though ty- 
ranny and corruption trembled to its very centre 
at the attacks of these champions of liberty, the 
base fabric was not destroyed. 

We now come more immediately to the discussion 
of the political transactions that ensued when the 
final incapacity of George the Third to discharge the 
duties of his sovereignty was made known. At this 
period. Queen Charlotte, in collusion with her hopeful 
son, the Prince of Wales, came into ftdl power to 
execute her wiU without restraint. A system of des- 
potism, veiled imder the specious garb of the country's 
safety, was immediately commenced. German craft 
is never at a loss, nor is German prejudice easily paci- 
fied. No machinations were too hideous nor infamous, 
when suggested by the one to gratify the other. The 
history of poor Caroline of Brunswick, in whose 
unhappy fate every person possessed of christian 
feeling and principle must be interested, fully evince 
the hateful passions of Queen Charlotte's heart. 
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That poor victim of a detestable consfiiacy, headed 
by her husband and his mother, was the object of a 
sanguinary determination from the mom^it she so 
unhappily contracted the alliance of royalty in these 
kingdoms. Queen Charlotte, feelii^ then defeated in 
the ambitious desire she had always cherished, that 
her anm sons should succeed to the throne, became 
this innocent stranger's most uncon^romimig and 
inveterate enemy. Into the highest fisLVour and most 
unlimited confidence did virtuous Charlotte receive 
that abandoned woman, Ladjf Jersey, though she pre- 
tended with so much austerity to preserve the unsul- 
lied purity of her court, that she mi^t the better 
effect the destruction of the guileless and unoffending 
niece of the king, her husband. 

At last auspiciously arrived the day {or the superior 
and elegantly-polished gentleman^ George, to accom- 
plish the object of his base, depraved, and wicked 
heart. When he attained, by the death of his father, 
to regal authority, surrounded by the hirdings of Ins 
favour and the dependents on his will, his language 
was, '^ If you attempt to resist me, I will resist you. 
You know that you are all bound to preserve sacred 
the secrets of state ; and if you attempt to demur to 
my will and pleasure, rather than be thwarted, I will 
hazard the worst that may happen ; and you may be 
the cause of the most serious disasters, affecting your- 
selves as well as me." With this command over a 
pusillanimous, servile ministry, every plot that could 
be devised was put into operation to deprive the 
princess of her legitimate rights, as his consort ; and 
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when defeated in the object of the impeachment insti- 
tuted a^ n s t her, (for his dastsurdly and miprincipled 
ministers were afraid to proceed in their shamefiil 
work) this abominable king attempted to render her 
an outcast from soci^y. But, lest her existence might 
still threaten mischief in the exposure of state secrets 
as her refiige and protection, she was devoted to a 
premature end, thus adding another victim to the 
black catalogue of his enormities ! Oh, that heaven 
could permit the monster and his mother to go un* 
punished in this world/ 

Lest our readers may doubt this astounding state-^ 
ment^ we will relate a few additional facts relative to 
Queen Caroline's demise- 
On the Monday evening her Majesty went to the 
theatre, she felt indisposed, but declined remaining 
at hontie, for fear oi disappointing ihe people. When 
her Majesty returned from the theatre, she was very 
sick, and had much pain in her bowels the next day. 
In the afternoon of this day. Dr. Holland called, ap*- 
patently by chance, and on feeling her pulse, said she 
must have forther advice. $he ol^ecbed, as having 
most confidence in him (who had travelled with her) 
but to satisfy his mind, her Majesty said, he mig^t 
bring whom he liked. Next <lay (Wedoesday) he 
brought Dr. Ainslie, who desared to have more as* 
sistance called in ; and on Thin^sday morning. Dr. 
Warren accompanied the other two, both king's phy* 
sicians, according to etiquette, we believct Previous 
to this, she seemed much surprised herself at her ill*- 
ness, and said to Dr. HoUand, « DO YOU THINK 
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I AM POISONEDr This day she was taU, they 
hoped thmgs would end well ; but if she had any 
papers of consequence, she had better dispose of 
them, as in the event of her decease every thing miut 
go to the king, or the mmisters, we forget which. At 
this she astonished them all by her greatness of mmd; 
for her Majesty did not betray the sli^test agitation, 
but immediately and coolly answered — '' O yes, I un- 
derstand you, it shall be done/' She sat up almost 
the whole of that night with her maid Brunette onlj; 
burning letters, piqpers, and MS. books. They then 
called Hyronemus (her nudtre tThStel) and made him 
swear to bum everything she gave him in the kitchen 
fire. More letters, papers, and MS. books were then 
given him, besides a large folio book, full^ or nearly 
so, of her own writing. It was about two feet longi 
and five or six inches thick, and bound. This book 
she always said contained the whole history of her 
life ever since she came to this country ; together 
with the characters of the different persons she had 
been intimate with. Besides papers, she sorted all 
her little trinkets, wrapped them in separate papers, 
and wrote herself the names of all her different friends 
who were to have them, charging Brunette to dispose 
of them after her death according to the directions; 
but these presents never reached their destination. 

From this Thursday, her Majesty seemed r^- 
larly to get worse, and the inquiries after her health 
by the people at large were equal to the interest she 
had raised in the coimtry. It was pretty general]/ 
said that her Majesty's danger arose firom a stoppage 
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in the bowels. Various were the remedies prescribed ; 
and among innumerable others^ a bottle of '^ Croton 
Oil/' with the following kind letter^ was sent to an 
individual of her Majesty's household : 



€€ 



SlR^ 

I am aware that nothing but the greats the very 
great, danger her Majesty is in would excuse this 
unauthorised intrusion ; but learning from the papers 
the nature of her Majesty's complaint, I have taken 
the liberty to forward to you, with the view of 
having it handed to Doctor Maton, or Doctor War- 
ren^ a medicine of strong aperient properties, called 
" Croton Oil," one drop of which is a dose. There 
is no doubt but it is known to some of her Majesty's 
medical advisers. It is but lately known in this 
country; it may be proper to observe that Doctor 
Pemberton has himself taken it. I have given it to 
more than one person; its operation is quick and 
safe. Two drops, when made into pills with bread, 
usually produce alvine evacuations in half or three 
quarters of an hour. It has struck me that this 
medicine may be administered with success to her 
Majesty. At fJl events, I can have done no harm in 
taking the Uberty to suggest it. Fearful of appear- 
ing anxious to make myself obtrusive, I have de- 
clined giving my name. 

*' Your's respectfully, 

" A CHEMIST. 



it 



Some suspicion may, perhaps* be attached to 
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the drcumstance oi this letter bring anonymous. 1 
con only answer, that Dn Warren or Dr. Maton wiU 
know the medicine to be what it m represented; if 
not, the chemist at Hammersmith may be r^erred ta 

'' God save the Queen.** 

[If this work should meet the eye of the writer 
of this epistle, our Publisher would be happy to 
receive his name. No fraud can possibly be prac- 
tised upon us, as we have the origimU letter in our 
possession, and should compai^e it wilb the hand- 
writing of any person claiming the honor of beisg 
its author.] 

Both the medicine and the letter were r^erred 
to Dr. Pemberton, <rf Great George-street, Hanover- 
square, who used to attend her Majesty, but had 
been obliged to give up practice from suffering with 
the ^' tic doulouretix.'' The poor old man came; 
though bent double with pain, saw the remedy, and 
gave it as his decided opmion, ^* that if a passage 
caxuiot be obtained in any other way, I cert^ly 
would try this, whidi is sttre to have effect, as 
without it her Majesty must die; I have, indeed, 
taken two drops of it myself, therefore the queen 
might very saMy take one.'* 

When the king's physicians were t(dd Dr. Pem- 
berton's opinion, they still per^ted tiiat they could 
not^ take it upon themselves to give her Majesty the 
medicine I 

No .one was suffered to af^roach the queen but 
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;he king's physicians^ exe^t in their presence, though 
ler Majesty most nnxitmsly ofked for William Austin, 
sayings ^how odd it is that he never comes near 
ne ;" m the mean while (as we have before stated) 
[le was weeping bitterly outside the door, but was 
3.1ways told^ either ''that she was asleep/' or else, 
' too iU to see him." Her Majesty's sufferings must 
have been dreadful, and they seemed to come on 
periodically^ when her cries could be heard in all 
tjie adjacent rooms, and then it appeared that the 
doctors dosed her with laudanum, which, of course, 
added to llie constipaHon of her bowels, as well as 
rendered her quite stupid when her friends did see 
her. Her Majesty seemed most partial to Dr. 
Holland, who had sat up with her every mght, till 
Saturday, when she was a little brtter, and being 
called to town, he lefk her Majesty under the care 
of Dr. Ainslie (we think). Next morning, being 
Sunday, her Majesty got up and dressed herself, 
and sat in her chair. Either in the night or in 
the morning. Dr. Ainslie brought her Majesty a 
draught to take, which the queen dashed out of 
his hand in a very marked manner, spUt it, and said, 
*^I am well; do you not see I am well. Sir? I 
want no physic." At which. Dr. AinsUe felt some-* 
what offended. Her Majesty now wished to take 
the sacrament, but it was denied her in the dis* 
graceful manner we have previously related. Not- 
withstanding this brutal and unfeeling piece of ty- 
ranny, her Majesty said, '' I do not doubt but my 
intentions will be accepted by God, the same as if I 
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had been permitted to take i%.** During all her suf- 
ferings and iUness^ a harsh or repining word nev^ 
escaped.her Majesty's lips ; she always said^ ^ I knov 
I am dying; THEY HAVE KILLED ME AT 
LAST; but I forgive all my eneanes, even Do- 
mont;" (her maid Brunette's sister) who had dose 
her Majesty the greatest injury: ^'I charge you,' 
turning to her maid Brunette^ ^'to tell her so.' 
Brunette, and her Majesty's maitre d*A6tel, Hyio- 
nemusj wished to marry. Her Majesty called thm 
to her, and joined their hands over her body (one 
standing on each side of the couch) and chai^ 
Hyronemus to be kind to Brunette. Her Majesty 
then told them, she had left them all her linen 
(by right belonging to her lady in waiting) and 
two of her carriages. On Tuesday her Majesty be- 
came much worse, and moaned terribly, with pais, 
from four o'clock till ten at night, when she rapidly 
grew weaker, till Dr. Holland, with the awful watdi 
in his hand, feeling her pulse, at last closed her 
Majesty's eyelids, and declared all was aver/ 

We have before related that Brunette and the 
hoi^vemaid were the only persons allowed to prepare 
the deceased queen for her coffin. Shortly after 
, this duty, the housemaid said her Majesty's body 
turned quite BLACK, and before their task was 
finished, the body swelled excefedingly, and, on the 
following Thmrsday became quite offensive, when the 
leaden coffin arrived. On the Monday foUo^^ing, 
the rooms were lighted up; and hung with black, for 
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her Majesty to lie in state! Oh! sad mockery to 
her persecuted remains ! 

The housemaid, who helped Brunette to lay her 
Majesty out, was quite disgusted at the imfeeling 
manner in which she performed this sad duty; for 
Brunette tossed the body about most indecently ; 
;and^ when remonstrated with for such bebavioxur. 
Brunette said, '^La! I mind her no more than 
, an old hen ! ! ! " The morning after her Majesty's 
, death. Lady Anne Hamilton's own maid went creep- 
, ing into Brunette's room, expecting to find some 
, show of grief, at least, for the loss of so good 
^ a mistress. What, then, was her astonishment to 
find her up, dressed, and in the highest spirits! 
. '* I never was so happy,'* said she, " in all my life. 
f I can now get up when I hke; go to bed when 
^ I like ; and do every thing as I like !" It is well 
known that the queen, in her jocular moments, used 
to say, "They did not like my young bones, so 
they shall not have my old ones;" and, in her 
last illness, her Majesty unfortunately added, "and 
that as soon as possible." This formed an excuse 
for the tools of George the Fourth to hurry her 
fimeral beyond all decorum ; as, in one single week 
after her Majesty's death, was the day on which 
Lord Liverpool ordered that all the cavalcade should 
be ready. The route was chalked out, and strict 
orders given that, on no account, was the proces- 
sion to go through the city ; but every avenue was 
so choked up and barricaded by overturned 
coaches, carts, and rubbish, that they were obliged 
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•at Piccadilly to turn through Hyde Park^ and at 
Cumberland Gate, the scene of bloodshed com- 
menced. We observed a pool of blood in the gate- 
way, and a woman with her face all over blood, and 
two men l3ang dead. The people had pulled down 
the wall and railing for a hundred yards opposite 
Connaught-place ; and the horse soldiers (the Blues, 
we think) were pursuing the unarms multitude 
down the park. A spent ball had fallen very near 
the hearse, and a gentleman in the retinue got off 
his horse and picked it up, and said, *' That would 
be proof against them.** At last Sir Robert Wilson, 
being a military man, rode up to the soldiers, who 
was then in the cavalcade, and contrived to end the 
jcombat. The procession was suffered to pass quietly 
along Edgeware-road and the New-road, till it came 
opposite to Portland-road, when the same obstruc- 
tions of overturned carts, waggons, &c., prevented 
the cavalcade from continuing along the City-road, 
or turning into amf street eastward, until it arrived at 
Temple Bar, when it turned into the City, to the 
great joy and exclamations of the millions of people 
who had followed, and who had lined the streets, 
windows, and tops of houses, although it rained in 
torrents, and the numerous women who attended 
were ancle deep in mud; nor did the people gra- 
dually drop away till the procession had entirely left 
the suburbs of London, when they set oS FULL 
TROT, hearse and all! 

Sir George Nayler, King at Arms, had- his in- 
structions where they should rest each night, and 
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the delays in LoiicU>ii had been so many, that they 
were obliged to travel at this rate for thirteen hours 
the first day, and nearly as fast till they arrived at 
Harwich. The indecent haste in which the pro- 
cession travelled, and the indignities and mockeries 
offered to the remains of our injured queen have 
been fully set forth in the former part of this work. 

In contemplating the numerous injuries Queen 
Caroline endured, we hardly know which deserve 
most execration, her friends or her foes. Her Ma^ 
jesty might indeed have said, ''Save me from my 
friends !" for one, in particular, certainly injured her 
cause very materially. Yet this same individual was 
supposed to be her Majesty's BEST, disinterested, 
and most worthy FRlEND! We are not afraid to 
name him, because we are only going to speak the 
TRUTH. The queen's Judas was— ALDERMAN 
WOOD ! 

Queen Caroline arrived so suddenly and unexpect- 
edly in England that there was neither house nor 
servants provided for her. On this account her Ma- 
jesty drove direct to Alderman Wood's, 77, South 
Audley-street. Not feeling herself, however, altoge- 
ther happy there, the queen removed to Lady Anne 
Hamilton's house in Portman-street, where her Ma- 
jesty received some few addresses. But hef ladyship's 
house being too small and inconvenient for such a 
number of persons, her Majesty removed to Branden- 
burgh House at Hammersmith, where the rooms were ' 
large and lofty, and where she could take exercise in 
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a large garden^ unseen by any one but her Majesty's 
own immediate circle. 

When a subscription was proposed for a service of 
plate for her Majesty^ a Scotch lady forwarded one 
hundred guineas towards it. Alderman Wood had the 
chief management of this subscription^ as of ahnost 
every thing else that related to the queen. The aror- 
thy Alderman employed one Pearson to collect the 
money. This Pearson was the fellow that cut such a 
figure in the Manchester massacre ; and, therefore, he 
Was thought, we suppose, a very capable person for 
such an imdertaking as Mr. Wood thought proper 
to entrust him vnth. After collecting a considerable 
sum of money, this Pearson was about taking his 
leave of this country for America ; but, intimation 
having been given of his perfidy, he was stopped. 

Alderman Wood said his friends also vnshed him to 
have a service of plate, but his subscriptipn was to 
be raised by half crowns ; indeed it was expected that 
four or eight friends would join, and not present the 
Alderman less than a GOLDEN PIECE. Unfortu- 
nately, the poor queen died before the money the 
people intended to raise for her plate was completed. 
At first, her friends vdshed to have a monument 
erected to her memory in Hammersmith; but no 
ground could he obtained for this purpose, and it 
was feared that her enemies would treat any pillar 
to her honor with the same indignity that they had 
treated herself Alms-houses were then proposed to 
be built, but nothing has yet been done with the money, 
(amounting to about three thousand pounds) either 
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principal or interest. Mr. Wood has been frequently 

applied to through the public papers^ but no answer 

has ever been given. The Alderman nuinaged the 

subscription for his own plate much better ; for he 

took good care to receive it as soon as possible ! The 

Alderman is known now to be very rich from his 

Cornwall mines ; he has^ besides^ two distant relations 

in Gloucester, brothers, worth a million between 

them, which he may probably share, they having no 

relations. When, however, he went for the queen, 

his mines were imprafitabley and himself embarrassed. 

Be that as it may, the queen certainly, by his urgent 

entreaties, employed his coach-maker in South Audley- 

street, and most of his other tradespeople. 

The ill-natured world will talk ; and some people 
went so far as to accuse the disinterested and patriotic 
Alderman with sinister motives in these recommend* 
ations, and, that he had actually a FEELING in 
every thing that came into her Majesty's house I Whe- 
ther or not this was the case, the Alderman most 
assuredly spoke to the queen, very animatedly, to 
piorchase Cambridge House, opposite to his own, in 
South Audley-street, though her Majesty said she 
would never sleep in it, nor did she. The enormous 
sum which Mr. Wood persuaded the. queen to give 
for this house was, SIXTEEN thousand pounds ! and, 
notwithstanding her Majesty made several improve- 
ments in it, it only sold at the queen's death for SIX 
tlumsand pounds! t This FACT will speak volumes* 
Are no interested motives to be traced here } 
We do not wish to deprive Alderman Wood of any 

c c 
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merit that may be justly his due ; but, thougji he ac- 
companied her Majesty to England, he certainly DID 
NOT bring her over. He, nor any one else, had any 
hand in that, it was the spontaneous determination of 
the queen herself! That the Alderman REFUSED 
the house, 22, Portman-street, which was offered for 
the queen's accommodation till a better could be pro^ 
vided, CANNOT be denied ; he preferred receiving her 
Majesty into his own house. It is also well known 
that the Alderman, by his officious and ungentlemanly, 
nay, we may say, impudent conduct, lost her Majesty 
many friends in the higher circles, who would not act 
with him. Nor can this be wondered at when his 
vulgar manners to his superiors are taken into consi- 
deration. That we may not be supposed to assert 
this without reason, we will here relate a few in- 
stances, which came immediately under our own 
observation. 

The queen gave a dinner to the Duke of Bedford, 
Earl Grey, Lord Tankerville, and other noblemen 
and gentlemen. His grace of Bedford handed her 
Majesty down the room, and sat on one side and Earl 
Grey on the other. Instead of the Vice-Chamberlain 
{according to etiquette) sitting at the top of the table 
to carve, Mr. Wood seated himself there^ above every 
one, and, grinning, ordered her Vice-Chamberlain to 
go to the other end opposite him, thus publicly pro^ 
claiming his ignorance and impudence* Lord Grey is 
reckoned the proudest man in England, and it was 
said, he observed, " It is the first, and shall be the last^ 
time that the Alderman shall sit above me/' 
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When the queen came from Dover to town, Bccom- 
panied by this Alderman and Lady Anne HamUton, 
he presumptuously seated • himself by her Majesty's 
side, thus forcing her lady to take the seat opposite. 
We need hardly offer a remark upon so great a breach 
of good manners; for any individual^ possessing the 
spirit of an Englishman, would always give precedence 
to a lady. 

"When her Majesty went to St. Paul's cathedral, 
Mr. Wood placed himself at the coach door to attend 
her out, and kept laughing and talking to her till they 
arrived near the statue of Queen Elizabeth, where 
the Lord Mayor and his retinue met her, after coming 
from the chiu"ch for that purpose ; but when his lord- 
ship (Thorp, natiu-ally a modest man) perceived that 
the queen was so engaged that she never lifted up 
her eyes, he and his procession were turning back in 
confusion to re-enter the church, when one of the 
queen^s followers caught firmly hold of the officious 
Alderman's gown, stopped them, and said, " Mr. 
Wood, Mr, Wood, don't you see the Lord Mayor 
come to hand the queen ? you would not affiront the 
city so as not to let him ?" Sir Robert Wilson, who 
was near, said, ^' do run and call the Lord Mayor back, 
thousands of eyes are upon us !" His lordship turned 
round, and the procession proceeded into the church, 
as it ought to have done from the carriage door ; but 
Mr. Wood was exceedingly angry, and would foHow; 
next to her Majesty, though repeatedly told that it 
^ was Lady Anne Hamilton's place, as her Majesty's 
lady in waiting. 

c c 2 
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this^ as in almost every thing else. Her Majesty's 
last card was then played^ and — lost ! and she dis- 
covered^ or &ncied so^ that -she had no £riend or 
adviser in England on whom she cpuld rely; and, 
henceforth, determined to visit Scotland. It was re- 
marked to the queen, by a true fiiend, who sought 
mdy her honor and happiness, that Scotland was a 
proud nation, and that it would not be there thought 
that Alderman Wood was of sufficient rank to at- 
tend her Majesty. The queen quickly and m&g' 
nantly replied, ** Alderman Wood ! I should never 
think of taking Um I No, no ; I shall only take 
Lord and Lady Hood, and Lady Hamilton!" All 
the world knows her Majesty never named the 
Alderman in her will ; but all the world does not 
know that, a short time before her death, she said; 
VI OWE WOOD NOTHING!" 

The Alderman also seized every opportunity he 
could to persuade the queen to go abroad again. 
On one of these occasions, a fiiend of her Majesty's 
overheard the hypocritical adviser, and immediatelT 
said, ** How can you, Mr. Wood, pretend to be her 
.Majesty's best friend, and yet want har to do that 
which would ruin her in the eyes of the whole 
country V* ** I do not want her to go," replied the 
Alderman, '' but if she mil go, I wish to point out 
to her the best way of doing it/' '' Sir, there is no 
igood'way for the queen to quit the country, and if 
you should unfortunately succeed in persuading her 
to do it, you win be hbr rcjin !" 
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If we have been too prolix in our narrations an4 
remarks respecting our late basely-treated queen, we 
hope our readers will excuse us. Wq certainly might 
say much more, but the subject being one of import- 
ance to history, we could not reconcile it with our 
duty to say less. We are sure every generousr 
minded Briton will lament, with us, the untjmely 
end of her Majesty. Alas ! that the page of history 
should be darkened by such foul transactions as w^ 
have been obliged by Truth to record ! Thousand? 
and thousands of the hard-earned money of the tax- 
payers of this kingdom, with the pledge of peerages 
to add to the iUmtrious dignity of the House of Lords, 
were presented to the party who effected these diar 
bolical acts of atrocity. The thotisands might pos- 
sibly have been paid ; but, in one or two instances, 
the perpetrators of these sanguinary deeds became 
too remorse^tricken to wait for the honours of no^ 
bility. 

The public must have been frequently surprised at 
the number of persons, of an inferior grade, and of ob-; 
scure origin, who, without having either distinguished 
themselves in the world by their talents, or conferred 
the least benefit upon their country, were received 
into favour by the profligate George the Fourth* 
The disgraceful secrets of the state, however, wera 
the real cause of most of these promotions. We 
could relate many proofs of this; but we confine, 
ourselves to one, at this time — ^that of creating the. 
virtuous Mr. William Knighton a Baronet. 
Mr. Knighton was a surgeon, and in his profes- 
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sional capacity attended Sir John M'Mahon (whose 
numerous villainies we have before set forth) in 
his last illness^ and inunediat^Iy upon his decease 
took possession of all his papers^ and carried them 
away, under pretence that M'Mahon had given them 
to him. When the prince's grkf had a little sub- 
sided, he went for these papers, but, to his great 
smprise and consternation, found all the drawers 
empty ! He sent for Mr. Knighton, and asked him 
about the matter. '* Yes," said Knighton, ^' M'Mahon 
gave them to me !'* " But you mean, of course, io 
restore them." " Yes, certainly ; but only upon a 
proper remuneration." *' Oh !" said the Regent, " I 
always meant to give you M'Mahon's place !" Nor 
could he do less, since he then made himself master, 
not only of his private secrets, but public ones also, 
which were of the greatest possible consequence ; so 
much so, indeed, that ministers interfered, and said 
that no secretary, in future, should ever hold such 
again, as they alone ought to be the possessors of 
state affairs. 

O, England ! how hast thou been imposed upon and 
degraded ! What are we to consider of the parties, 
who could throw a veil over and connive at such 
disgraceful transactions ? Alas ! they have created the 
greater portion of our national evils and burdens! 
Even now, some of these wretches live, and are 
trying, by every plan they can devise, to regain the 
reins of power. Do they not oppose every sort of 
reform, and maintain, with determined pertinacity, 
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an unjust^ intolerant, and corrupt ascendancy in 
Church and State ? But, happily, we are now just 
approaching a new era. The locusts of selfishness, 
venality, and oppression, are even now arrested in 
their course. An injured and sufifering people have 
been roused to their legitimate and proper energies ; 
and they have holdly raised their voice against so 
galling and oppressive a yoke, which must he heard. 
So complicated a web of slavery betrayed itself, and 
England has revolted at it ! 

Every candid and impartial inquirer must be 
aware that the public voice is not raised against 
government itself, nor against the many admirable in- 
stitutions of this country ; but against the perversions 
of government, against unconstitutional and wicked 
rulers, against abuses of trust, office, and authority, 
against impositions and corruptions, pervading every 
department of the state, which have been reduced 
to system, and teem with every species of Fraud, 
Tyranny, and Oppression ; against the Star Chamber 
of Toryism ; against the misappropriation of unne- 
cessary, extortionate, and oppressive imposts ; against 
despotic enactments; against fictitious prosecutions 
and arbitrary imprisonments ; against the perversions 
of law and . the decrees of political judges ; against 
spies and hireling ruffians, suborned to deprive the 
subject of his liberty, aided by the corrupt practices 
of heart-hardened, clerical, and other magistrates; 
against . packed juries, and the artM construction of 
libel ;. against the iniquitous forms and delays of the 

D D 
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chancery and other courts ; — against these^ we say, 
and many more violations of the constitation and 
the chartered rights of Britons^ is that Ycke pro- 
claiming its DETERMINATION TO BE FRE£' 
to be tnasters of their own zteatih; their awn tfuftnlr) 
their awn personal security; and their awn Uberh 
The people only wish to preserve sacred their 
long-established character in the opinion and esti- 
mation of nations, as highly enlightened christiaDs, 
and as generous, noble^-minded, and benevoleiit 
Englishmen ! 

We do not hesitate to say that the TORIES te 
brought the country to its present d^aded stated 
their misrule for the last seventy years. They hare, 
indeed, always been enemies and traitors to thai 
country ; but a different scene, thank heaven, is nov 
dawning upon us, and they have '' fallen, for ever 
fallen !'' Murder can now no longer be conunitte^ 
with impunity ; exactions, weighing down a peoples 
existence, must cease ; the needy will no longer ^ 
required to pamper the insatiable avarice and voluf 
tuousness of the great ; a system of pure justit 
and the administration of national affairs will^ eK 
long, rectify those abuses which have so many yeafi 
ingulphed the kingdom in misery. Nothing can 
now prevent our emancipation from the thraldom of 
that oveigrown power, by which we have so M 
been enslaved. Yet the disease still lies deep^and 
will require time to eradicate it. We must, there* 
fore, exercise patience, and forbid all angry passions 
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to rise. A determined people can do any thing and 
every thing by firmness and quietness ; but all vio- 
lence defeats its ozm ends, arid gives advantage to our 
enemes! A reform in the representation of the 
counby MUST be made ; and when this is peace- 
ably effected^ other ben^dal enactments wiU follow, 
difl^mg happiness and contentment throughout the 
British Land ! . 



FINIS. 
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